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ISIS escalates cultural annihilation Ué:EE

Stnry highlighta Editor's Note: Irina Bokova is director general of the United Nations

Fducational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCQ). The view DEMARREZ

LEXPERIENCE

ISIS bulldozed site of ancient Assyrian city of expressed are her own.

Mimrud in northern Irag

(CNN)— The sack and pillage of the Mosul museum by

Irina Bokova: Appalling to see the ravages of the so-called Islamic State of |I'EC| and Syria diﬁplayed a i

this violent extremism violence rarely seen since the destruction of the
Buddhas of Bamyian. The bulldozing of the Globally
archaeological site of Nimrud marked a new step in the

cultural cleansing underway in Iraq. These acts are a deliberate attack against civilians,

minorities, heritage sites and traditions. In the minds of terrorists, murder and destruction of

culture are inherently linked.

It is appalling to see the ravages of this violent
extremism in a region that is a cradle of civilization,

whose temples, palaces and frescoes have born witness

to the glory of Irag and Mesopotamia for the last 3,000 China's Ghi"ing message to
years. waolmnen

It is important we understand the true nature of this

Irina Bokova conflict. This war against culture is a war against people. Germanwings an accident

It is part of a strategy to crush free thinking and to waiting to happen?

ensure domination through oppression. This is why

extremists attack schools, media, or other places of culture. Through modern methods of Don't harass women in public

communication and information, they use warped learning and distorted academic texts to
hijack young minds. They forbid girls to go to school, kill journalists and vandalize museums: all

symbols that embody freedom of thought and respect for cultural diversity. A weakened Al-Shabaab

There can be no justification whatsoever for the systematic destruction of the heritage of lashes ot

humanity, and | wholeheartedly support the many religious leaders who have taken such a firm

Will supreme leader drink
'poison’ of peace?

position denouncing these destructions and the perverted use of religion.

When culture is under attack, we must respond with more knowledge, and with ever greater
effort to work to explain the importance of humanity's shared heritage. This is why we appeal to
all cultural institutions, museums, journalists, professors, and scientists to share knowledge
widely about the Mesopotamian civilization. We need to remind all of the history of this land More from CNN

which led the Islamic golden age. —

And we also call on all people everywhere -- and especially youth, in Iraq and elsewhere -- to

claim this heritage as their own. Pre-Islamic heritage in Iraq belongs to all Iraqis, just as the
Pyramids are written into the identity of all Egyptians.

Blueprint for Supreme Court rules
What is happening goes far beyond the domain of archaeologists and discourse on the e e e
in Syria and lraq? same-sex marriage

"irreparable loss of treasures of humanity.” What is happening is a security issue. The deliberate
destruction of cultural heritage is a war crime.

We see how terrorists are using such destruction to destabilize populations, spread terror, and
encourage violence. We see also how extremists use heavy military vehicles to transport

artifacts from looted sites, and how illicit trafficking is directly funding terrorism. With this in
The girl in the photo  Best U.5. seaside

mind, we have joined forces with all partners and neighboring countries to halt these crimes. .
from Vietnam War towns

The acceleration of such violence must be met with an acceleration of global solidarity and
action. Faced with such crimes, we hope we can better understand the values we all share, and
stand united in respect of humanity.

Pilot on most Tama the cat,
perilous leg of Japan's cutest
_ around-the-world stationmaster, has
Promoted Stories flight died

NIKKEI

ASIAN

Promoted Stories

- nrEynaraag -
How to Book 5-Star Euro zone readies for Learn how to enable Boeing Reveals The
Hotels on a Budget Greek default after Bluetooth®, pair and Future Of Aviation At : ¢ ;
(The Barefoot Nomad) Tsipras referendum call  connect a device... Paris Air Show Gunaftackkilsat 8 jaw-dropping
(Mikkei Asian Review) (Intel) (Global Traveler Magazine) least 37, including photos from NASA's

Eur:}peaﬂa new image...

= . -
Pl e iy oy b =
— — L L i P W ' —

More From CNN

Indonesia’s Winning  Life Advice from 5

prey

_— e = ' Dem:}graphic Hand Disney Princesses
350-year-old bishop Tom Hanks' son 'OITNE' star Taylor Why Singapore is Sign Up For.. Calebrity Wikipadia
corpse found with slammed for defending  Schilling imjury during putting its oll back into The Financialist b
mysterious fetus use of n-word Sex scene the ground ~Bait SUiSse

Promoted Stories More from CNN

Renewable energy; World's largest floating wind  Five things you didn't know about religious veils

turbine nearly complete in Fukushima Mikkei Asian
Review Donald Trump responds to Nell Young's diss
Singapore Air May Revive Non-5Stop | it time to cancel your Greek vacation?
Singapore-New York Global Traveler Magazine
Donald Trump thinks pretty much everyone is a
5 traits of successful developers ints/ loser
Worth a thousand words: What a photo says Gay rights, Obamacare and a week that changed
about the G-7 at 40 Nikdkei Asian Review the natomn
The Dollar Trade Gets Complicated The Financialist  Study: lceland is the most peaceful nation in the ~
by Credit Suisse world - all
ltaly’s Reform Agenda An Explanation in 7 Charts | A

o s T Y —
Tha Financiafict A o = [ Y [ omet
I 5 is & PP PLAT PRAFArr—a2l P F AT RN L -\_-' N

I'."l

Sponsored links

Se Convertir a I'lslam Iraq Palestine

=& Convertir et Devenir Musulman Une  Yovages et billets d'avion Irag : lzragél - Gaza : Les derniéres infos
Aide en ligne Pas a Pas ! Comparez les prix ! Rendez vous sur L'Cpinion !

www. edialogue.org WWW Yoyagermeinscher. com lopinion. frilsrael_Palestine_Gaza

murartio arian
i WG t.'-\. o t

More from Opinions

Who's accountable if yvour
perscnal data gets hacked?

’“-
I IMTCN: MoW wWe Can 11g
B Bill Clint H fight

fe L childhood cbesity
=

Leap second: A guide to the
longest day of the year

Ssponsored links

Cours d'Anglaiz en Ligne

N*1 des Cours d'Anglais en Ligne. Professeurs 24/7 - Ezsai
Gratuit.

englizshtown. fri&nglais_en_Ligne

Cours d'Anglais Gratuit

Apprends FAnglais avec des Vidéos. 144 lecons Gratuites
pour 2013

abaenglish.com/Anglais-Gratuit

Never Do This Exercise

it causes weight-gain and aging! Learn how to burn fat &
slow aging

WO W maxworkouts.com

i D&

London, United Kingdom

NEWS REGIONS VIDEO TV FEATURES OPINIONS

WORLD LS. MUST WATCH VIDEOS TV SHOWS STYLE IREPORT

SPORT CHINA SHOWS SCHEDULE TRAVEL WEATHER

TECHNOLOGY CNN EN ESPARNOL FACES OF CNN ALL FEATURES CNN MOBILE
WORLDWIDE

ENTERTAINMENT MIDDLE EAST TOOLS & EXTRAS

STYLE AFRICA CNN PROFILES A-Z

TRAVEL EURCPE CNN LEADERSHIP

MONEY AMERICAS

@Fﬂ] nternational Edition ~




