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1. During the WSIS the Director-General of UNESCO will host a High Level Round Table 

involving heads of government and state, eminent scientists and leaders from civil society 
and the private sector to discuss how to build equitable and inclusive knowledge societies 
and, in particular, how to harness the potential of knowledge and put it at the service of 
sustainable development. 

 
2. This Round Table is a follow-up to a similar event organized during WSIS I held in 

December 2003 in Geneva. At that time participants agreed that information, 
communication and knowledge must continue to be at the core of human development. 
The advances in information and communication technologies (ICTs) afford new 
opportunities, not least for networking, sharing and targeted applications, notably for 
poverty reduction.  

 
3. The existence of a digital divide comprising different types of disparities underlines that 

effective and equitable access to knowledge is at the heart of building knowledge 
societies. These are societies with the ability to identify, interpret, produce, process, 
transform, disseminate and use information, to make informed choices and to share 
information and knowledge through effective networking mechanisms. 

 
4. The emergence of knowledge societies is closely linked to UNESCO’s constitutional 

mandate to promote “the free exchange of ideas and knowledge” and to “maintain, 
increase and diffuse knowledge”.  

 
5. UNESCO’s concept of knowledge societies - which is also further developed in the 

UNESCO World Report 2005, which will be made available prior to the Tunis summit – 
offers an inclusive, plural and holistic vision of development involving both men and 
women on an equal basis that captures the complexity and dynamics of the present 
globalization processes. UNESCO has defined four principles for knowledge societies, 
which it is actively promoting: freedom of expression; universal access to information and 
knowledge; respect for cultural and linguistic diversity; capacity building through equal 
access to quality education. Within this context, access to knowledge and capacity to use 
it must become integral parts of national development strategies. 
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6. Building knowledge societies opens the way to greater humanization of the process of 

globalization.  These societies require an empowering societal vision that encompasses 
pluralism, inclusion, solidarity and participation. If knowledge societies are to be effective 
tools for inclusive human development and positive social change, women’s 
empowerment and gender equality must be core concerns. It is therefore critical that new 
knowledge is created on these foundations and through a rich public domain that consists 
of the knowledge of all peoples and communities, including knowledge that is rooted in 
experience, practice and local learning. 

 
7. Through this High Level Round Table, UNESCO offers a platform for sharing experience 

and perspectives on how knowledge can influence human and societal development for a 
more fair, equitable and inclusive future. 

 
8. Building on the results of the High Level Round Table held during WSIS I in Geneva in 

December 2003, the following issues will be addressed at the Tunis Round Table: 
 

a. Enhanced access to information and knowledge, the role of an enabling 
environment, the importance of technical and societal innovation and the need for 
investment in human and institutional resources as well as in infrastructure. 

 
b. Identifying processes, frameworks and approaches to facilitate knowledge creation 

and application for developmental purposes and economic advances by all 
countries, drawing on ICTs, in a socially and gender-inclusive manner. 

 
c. The rich diversity of local and indigenous knowledge and knowledge systems and 

their preservation and integration into the contemporary global exchange and 
networks.   

 
*** 

 
9. The High Level Round Table will be held from 3 to 6 p.m. on 17 November 2005, at the 

Panel Room (Amilcar), Kram Exhibitions Park, Tunis (http://www.fkram.com.tn). The 
format will be a moderated discussion among 8-10 panelists followed by exchange with 
the audience, which will include participants who are pre-eminent in their field.  
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