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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
1. The Secretariat reports back to the Subsidiary Committee of the Meeting of States 
Parties to the 1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, 
Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property (hereafter referred to as “the 1970 
Convention”) and on activities implemented since June 2014 – the date of the Subsidiary 
Committee’s second session. 
 
 
I. THE SECRETARIAT’S FUNCTIONS, STRUCTURE AND COMPOSITION AND 

FINANCIAL RESOURCES 
 
 

a) The Secretariat’s functions, structure and composition 
 

2. The Secretariat’s main task consists in providing support and technical expertise to the 
States Parties to the Convention at their request, in accordance with the Programme and 
Budget approved by the General Conference.  
 
3. The 1970 Convention Secretariat reports to the Section for Cultural Heritage Protection 
Treaties within the Culture Sector’s Division for Heritage. Since July 2014, the Convention 
Common Services Unit (CCS) provides all cultural conventions Secretariats with assistance 
to meet a certain number of general common needs connected with the logistics of statutory 
meetings, communication, awareness-raising and partnerships. 
 
4. The Convention Secretariat is currently run by two permanent members of staff - a 
programme specialist and an assistant secretary, supported by an expert seconded from 
Turkey (July 2014 –July 2015, then working as a consultant until 31 December 2015), one 
person in temporary post (up to 31 December 2015) and three consultants (two legal experts 
up until October and December 2015, and a web specialist up to 18 January 2016). In 
addition, Italy has just funded the secondment of one expert from the Carabinieri Art Squad 
attached to Italy’s Permanent Delegation, for two years as from 1 July 2015.  
 
5. During the 196th session of the Executive Board, the Director-General announced that 
two regular programme posts P1/P2 would strengthen the Convention Secretariat in 
response to recommendations put forward in the Evaluation of UNESCO’s Standard-Setting 
Work of the Culture Sector – Part II produced by IOS1 (hereafter referred to as the “IOS 
Evaluation Report”) and in Decision 2.SC 4 3a. adopted by the Subsidiary Committee during 
its second session.2 Recruitment is underway. 
 
 

b) Financial resources 
 

6. For the 2014-2015 period, the Secretariat received US dollars 766,200 from the regular 
programme for activities carried out at the Headquarters and in the field. 
 
7. Regarding extra budgetary resources during the period in question, the implementation 
of the Convention by the Secretariat was largely based on the support of several States 
Parties (Belgium, Italy, Monaco, Spain, Switzerland, the Netherlands and Turkey) and 
external partners.  

 

                                                 
1  See document IOS/EVS/PI/133 REV.4, Recommendation 21 
2  See document C70/14/2.SC/Decisions 
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8. As regards additional extra budgetary resources, the creation of a 1970 Convention 
Fund was recently approved by the Director-General following Resolution 3 MSP.10 
concerning this Fund. It will be set up as a special Account to support the 1970 Convention 
by allocating resources to strengthen the operational implementation (capacity-building, 
awareness-raising and communication, inventories and sales monitoring) and to boost the 
participation of representatives from developing countries in the meetings of States Parties 
and of the Subsidiary Committee. 
 
9. The Secretariat continues to encourage Member States, intergovernmental 
organizations, NGOs, private partners and other participating parties to pledge financial 
support in order to take up the new challenges posed by the fight against illicit trafficking, 
particularly in the context of armed conflict and Internet trafficking.  
 
 
II. SYNERGIES BETWEEN THE 1970 CONVENTION AND OTHER UNESCO 

CULTURAL CONVENTIONS 
 
 
10. Further to the proposal put forward by the Chairperson of the 1970 Convention 
Subsidiary Committee, supported by its Members, the Chairpersons of all UNESCO 
Convention Committees were invited to collectively strengthen the synergies between these 
conventions and, by adopting a global approach, to guarantee mutual support. This proposal 
was ratified by the 1970, 1972 and 2003 Convention Chairpersons who met at the World 
Heritage Committee Meeting in Doha in June 2014, supported by the Director-General during 
the Information Meeting of UNESCO’s Executive Board in July 2014 and by several 
delegations. Furthermore, a decision was in fact adopted in this respect by the Committee of 
the 2nd Protocol to the 1954 Hague Convention in December 2014 with a view to organizing 
annual meetings. The Meeting of the States Parties to the 1970 Convention supported the 
proposal in its Resolution 3.MSP 5A. 3 
 
11. On 29 June 2015, during the 39th session of the World Heritage Committee in Bonn 
and on the occasion of UNESCO’s 70th Anniversary, the Chairpersons of the six UNESCO 
Cultural Conventions Committees reflected on the future of the Organization’s standard-
setting work in the face of contemporary challenges and emerging needs while the United 
Nations are progressing towards the adoption of the post-2015 Agenda, the implementation 
of which should recognise and promote links between culture, sustainable development and 
lasting peace. 
 
12. The declaration presented by the Chairpersons4 emphasises the need for renewed 
political willingness to support UNESCO’s six cultural conventions in their entirety and to 
encourage the United Nations to ensure that the protection, safeguarding and understanding 
of cultural and national heritage, cultural diversity and creative expression are recognized 
across the globe as a cross-cutting issue when implementing interdependent objectives in 
the post-2015 development Agenda. The declaration also recommends that Chairpersons 
meet regularly to take stock of progress achieved to date and to define a common vision for 
the future. 
 
 
 

                                                 
3  See document C70/15/3.MSP/RESOLUTIONS 
4  See the following link 
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/Statement_EN_FINAL_300615.pdf 

http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/Statement_EN_FINAL_300615.pdf
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III. THE SECRETARIAT’S MAIN ACTIVITIES SINCE THE END OF JUNE 2014 
 
 

a) New ratifications 

13. Raising the number of ratifications of the 1970 Convention is a priority for the 
Secretariat, which is constantly making efforts to encourage States that have not yet done so 
to become parties to the Convention. Since June 2014, two key venues for the art market, 
namely Luxembourg and Austria, have ratified the Convention bringing the number of States 
Parties to 129. 
 

 

 

Luxembourg 
 

03/02/20155 

 

 

Austria 
 

15/07/2015
4
 

 
14. Moreover, Algeria has become a Party to the UNIDROIT Convention on Stolen or 
Illegally Exported Cultural Objects (1995), thus raising the number of States Parties to 37. 
 

 

 

Algeria 09/04/20156 

 
15. Three regions, which are still highly deficient, require more effort – the Caribbean, Asia-
Pacific and Eastern and Southern Africa. Training and capacity-building programmes have 
already been organized in an attempt to remedy this deficit and short- and mid-term 
programmes have been implemented in these regions.7 See document C70/15/3.SC/7 for the 
strategy put forward by the Secretariat. 
 

b) Implementation of the Operational Guidelines 
 
16. The revision and finalisation of the Operational Guidelines initiated by the Secretariat at 
the request of the States Parties and aimed at implementing the provisions of the 1970 
Convention more effectively, have been guaranteed under the aegis of the Subsidiary 
Committee and its Informal Working Group (IWG).8 The project was then unanimously 
approved at the Subsidiary Committee’s second session (30 June - 2 July 2014) and at the 
Extraordinary session of the Committee (18 May 2015) before being finally adopted during 
the third Meeting of the States Parties (18 - 20 May 2015). A series of proposals put forward 
by the Secretariat regarding the implementation and monitoring of the Roadmap established 
by the Subsidiary Committee and recommendations regarding the IOS Evaluation Report 
with a view to promote the principles defined in the Operational Guidelines are presented at 
this third Subsidiary Committee session.9 
 

c) National reports 
 
17. Under Article 14.6 of the Rules of Procedure of the Meeting of States Parties to the 
1970 Convention, recalled in Section I of the Rules of Procedure of the Subsidiary 
Committee adopted in July 2013, the Subsidiary Committee’s functions include “to review 

                                                 
5  Ratification instrument submission date. In accordance with Article 21 of the 1970 Convention, the ratification 
instrument for each State came into force three months after the submission date. 
6  Instrument of Adhesion submission date.  In accordance with Article 12(2) of the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention, the 
latter came into force on the first day of the sixth month following the instrument of adhesion submission date. 
7  See paragraphs 42 to 49 of this report for further details on activities undertaken. 
8  See Decision 1.SC 4. 
9  See document C70/15/3.SC/7. 
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national reports presented to the General Conference by the States Parties to the 
Convention”. See also Operational Guidelines, paragraphs 116 to 119. 
 
18. Article 16 of the 1970 Convention provides that the States Parties, on the dates 
determined by UNESCO General Conference, must forward a report to UNESCO on the 
legislative and administrative provisions they have adopted and on the other measures taken 
in order to apply the Convention, outlining the experience gained in this area. In October 
2003, Resolution 32 C/38 of the General Conference set the periodicity for presenting these 
reports to a four-year interval. The last evaluation was carried out in 201110 and the 
Secretariat will therefore receive and analyze new national reports in 2015. 

 
19. Thus, in a letter dated 23 March 2015 (Ref. CL/4102), the Director-General of 
UNESCO invited the States Parties to the Convention to present their reports on the 
implementation of the Convention to the Organization by 25 June 2015 (deadline then 
extended to 25 July). 
 
20. By 31 July 2015, the Secretariat had received 40 national reports.11 A summary of 
these national contributions is submitted to the third session of the Subsidiary Committee 
and, under Article 16 of the 1970 Convention, will be submitted to the 38th session of the 
General Conference with an update, if required.12 
 
21. As regards the reports received and the summary compiled, the Secretariat suggests 
that, in future, in accordance with the Subsidiary Committee Roadmap and Recommendation 
27 in the IOS Evaluation Report,13 the submission and analysis procedure should be 
improved primarily by introducing an on-line system.  
 
 

d) Implementation of emergency actions 
 
22. In view of the increasing number of attacks against cultural heritage, the Secretariat is 
involved in numerous emergency actions, especially in Syria, Iraq, Libya, Mali, Nepal and 
Yemen - countries for which specific responses to the fight against the illicit trafficking of 
cultural property have been prepared. 

 
i. Activities undertaken by UNESCO to follow-up on Resolution 2199 (Syria 

and Iraq) 
 

23. Following the unanimous adoption of UN Security Council Resolution 2199 (Res. 2199) 
12 February 2015, UNESCO immediately undertook several initiatives to promote the 
Resolution and provide support for its effective implementation at national and international 
level. 
 
24. UNESCO’s Director-General issued statements, declarations and appeals concerning 
the state of cultural heritage in both Iraq14 and Syria.15 UNESCO also organized key 
meetings as well as capacity-building and training activities (see below, paragraph 40) in 

                                                 
10  See document 36 C/25 
11  The following States Parties to the Convention have submitted their periodical report: Argentina, Bahrain, Belgium, 
Bolivia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Equador, Finland, France, 
Georgia, Greece, Honduras, Hungary, Japan, Jordan, Lebanon, Lithuania, Mexico, Myanmar, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, 
Pakistan, Portugal, Serbia, Slovakia, Swaziland Sweden, Switzerland, , Syria, The Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, The Netherlands, The United States of America, Turkey and Ukraine. 
12  See document 38 C/29 
13  See document IOS/EVS/PI/133 REV.4 

14  http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/emergency-actions/iraq/ 

15  https://en.unesco.org/syrian-observatory/official-statements. 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/emergency-actions/iraq/
https://en.unesco.org/syrian-observatory/official-statements
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order to strengthen the capacity of Member States and professionals to halt the illicit 
trafficking of cultural property: 

 
6 March: The Director-General sent a Circular Letter to all Ministers responsible for 
relations with UNESCO (letter CL/4100),16 and to museums and art-market 
professionals (CLT/HER/CHP/15/1793), informing them of the measures and 
obligations imposed by Res. 2199, and offering UNESCO’s assistance to implement 
them. Member States were also specifically requested to kindly share the report on the 
measures implemented in their country, to be submitted to the UNSMT by 12 June 
2015, with particular emphasis on paragraph 17.  
 
28 March: A social media campaign under the banner “#Unite4Heritage”17 was 
launched by the Director-General in Baghdad, Iraq,18 as part of broader awareness-
raising efforts, aimed at mobilizing young people in particular to stand up for the 
safeguarding of heritage threatened by violent extremism, and to provide a positive 
counter-narrative to sectarian propaganda. 
 
30 March: Mr Vincent Négri, a legal expert and researcher at the French National 
Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), prepared a study for UNESCO, entitled “Legal 
study on the protection of cultural heritage through the resolutions of the Security 
Council of the United Nations; Cultural heritage through the prism of Res. 2199 (2015) 
of the Security Council”19 (subsequently presented at the 1 April 2015 High Level 
Meeting on the implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolution 2199).  
 
1 April: The Director-General convened a meeting with key international partners 
(UNSMT Coordinator, INTERPOL, WCO, UNIDROIT, UNODC, ICCROM, ICOMOS, 
ICOM, IFLA and ICA), to strengthen coordination mechanisms and to map out the 
effective implementation of Res. 2199 with a view to combatting the trade of Iraqi and 
Syrian cultural heritage. A roadmap was established for international actions among 
these partners, focusing on coordination mechanisms for pooling information and 
implementing joint actions, as well as on the establishment of a network with focal 
points from each organization to facilitate the exchange of information and to expedite 
responses to emergency situations.  

 
8 to 23 April: During the 196th session of the UNESCO Executive Board, Member 
States unanimously approved 196 EX/Decision 2920 on “culture in conflict areas”, which 
enhanced the role of the Organization in this matter and called upon the DG to 
elaborate a strategy in cooperation with Member States and relevant stakeholders, and 
to report on the progress made in the implementation of this Decision to the UNESCO 
Executive Board at its 197th session (7 to 21 October) and at the 38th session of the 
General Conference (3 to 18 November). 
 
27 April: The Director-General gave a presentation at the Arria Formula debate at the 
UN Security Council on ISIL’s destruction of cultural heritage and theft of ancient 
artefacts in Iraq and Syria. INTERPOL’s Secretary-General Jürgen Stock provided a 
global overview of the challenges involved in the fight against the illicit trafficking of 
cultural property. 
 

                                                 
16  http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002321/232164e.pdf 

17  http://www.unite4heritage.org/index.php 

18  http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-

view/news/unite4heritage_campaign_launched_by_unesco_director_general_in_baghdad. 

19  http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/Study_Negri_RES2199_01.pdf 

20  http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002328/232890e.pdf  (page 11). 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002321/232164e.pdf
http://www.unite4heritage.org/index.php
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/unite4heritage_campaign_launched_by_unesco_director_general_in_baghdad
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/unite4heritage_campaign_launched_by_unesco_director_general_in_baghdad
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/Study_Negri_RES2199_01.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0023/002328/232890e.pdf
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5 May: A set of indicative guidelines that Member States may wish to use as a 
framework for the effective implementation of paragraph 17 of Res. 2199 at the 
national level was issued by the Director-General of UNESCO. Furthermore, the 
Member States were reminded of their obligation under paragraph 29 of Res. 2199 to 
submit a report of measures taken to the UNSMT and to inform UNESCO on measures 
taken in relation to paragraph 17.  
 
12-13 May: The Director-General and the Secretary of the UNESCO 1970 Convention 
participated in a major conference along with Government Ministers from Arab and 
African countries on “Cultural Property under Threat: the Cultural, Economic and 
Security Impact of the Antiquities Theft in the Middle East” organized in Cairo by the 
Egyptian authorities and the Antiquities Coalition, with the support of UNESCO. Ten 
Middle East and North African countries (MENA) (Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Libya, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Sudan and the United Arab Emirates) have 
adopted the ‘Cairo Declaration’, which outlines a regional action plan that the countries 
will undertake together. 
 
18 to 20 May: During the third Meeting of States Parties to the UNESCO 1970 
Convention, the States Parties adopted Resolution 3.MSP 9,21 which highlights the 
urgent need to implement the provisions of paragraphs 15 to 17 of Res. 2199 and 
promotes the implementation of the above-mentioned guidelines (5 May) at national 
level. The Resolution also encourages all States Parties to apply the same measures 
concerning cultural property from Libya and Yemen. The Meeting of States Parties 
concurrently adopted an official statement “Stop Illicit Trafficking of Cultural Property”.22 
 
1 June: The Department of State of the United States and UNESCO organized a 
roundtable entitled “Despoiled and Destroyed: Ancient Civilizations of Iraq and Syria”23 
(UNESCO Headquarters) with the aim of collecting information on the nature and scale 
of illicit trafficking and its connection with the financing of terrorism. 
 
2 June: A ministerial meeting of the anti-ISIL Coalition24 was held in Paris at the 
invitation of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of France, Mr Laurent Fabius. In her address 
to the members of the Coalition, the Director-General spoke about the state of cultural 
heritage in Iraq and Syria and the measures UNESCO has taken to protect it. She 
welcomed the joint statement adopted following the ministerial meeting. 
 
3 June: At the United Nations Headquarters, UNESCO Office in New York co-
organized a roundtable on “Countering Destruction of and trafficking in cultural 
property: from lessons learned to implementation”25 with the Permanent Missions of 
Italy and Jordan. 
 
29 June: UNESCO’s Director-General officially launched the Global Coalition for the 
Protection of Cultural Heritage “#Unite4Heritage" at the World Heritage Committee 
during its 39th session in Bonn. 26 
 

                                                 
21  http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/RESOLUTIONS_EN_FINAL_01.pdf (page 5). 

22  http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/Statement_Greece_final_EN.pdf. 

23  http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-

view/news/international_partners_meet_in_paris_to_protect_iraqi_and_syrian_cultural_heritage/#.VZFlndH75kh 
24  http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/director-general/singleview-

dg/news/la_directrice_generale_participe_aux_discussions_de_la_reunion_ministerielle_restreinte_de_la_coalition_cont
re_daesh. 

25  http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/emergency-actions/3-june-event/ 

26  http://en.unesco.org/news/launch-global-coalition-unite-heritage-bonn . 

http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/RESOLUTIONS_EN_FINAL_01.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/CLT/pdf/Statement_Greece_final_EN.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/international_partners_meet_in_paris_to_protect_iraqi_and_syrian_cultural_heritage/#.VZFlndH75kh
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/international_partners_meet_in_paris_to_protect_iraqi_and_syrian_cultural_heritage/#.VZFlndH75kh
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/director-general/singleview-dg/news/la_directrice_generale_participe_aux_discussions_de_la_reunion_ministerielle_restreinte_de_la_coalition_contre_daesh
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/director-general/singleview-dg/news/la_directrice_generale_participe_aux_discussions_de_la_reunion_ministerielle_restreinte_de_la_coalition_contre_daesh
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/director-general/singleview-dg/news/la_directrice_generale_participe_aux_discussions_de_la_reunion_ministerielle_restreinte_de_la_coalition_contre_daesh
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/emergency-actions/3-june-event/
http://en.unesco.org/news/launch-global-coalition-unite-heritage-bonn
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25. UNESCO also promotes Res. 2199 and the activities undertaken for its effective imple-
mentation in other fora, such as the public hearing held at the Committee on Culture and 
Education of the European Parliament in Brussels on 13 July 2015 on ‘Destruction and 
trafficking of cultural heritage’. There have also been many joint declarations by regional 
groups addressing the issue of cultural property at risk during conflict (for example, the 
European Parliament resolution on the destruction of cultural sites perpetrated by 
ISIS/Da’esh adopted on 30 April 2015, the Namur Call, adopted at the 6th Conference of 
Ministers responsible for Cultural Heritage in April 2015 and the Statement by the Nordic 
Council of Ministers for Culture on 12 May 2015 on destruction of cultural heritage in Iraq and 
Syria).  

 
ii. Measures undertaken by institutional partners to follow-up on Resolution 

2199 (Syria and Iraq) 
 

26. INTERPOL is asking its National Central Bureaus to apprise their national authorities 
(police, customs, ministries, etc.) of Res. 2199. INTERPOL also requests to be informed of 
seizures or other events concerning artworks coming from Syria and Iraq.  
 
27. UNODC organized a regional workshop for Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 
countries on cross-border cooperation to prevent and suppress the financing of terrorist acts 
in the light of the requirements of the newly adopted Res. 2199 (2015) with three sessions 
focusing on the illicit trafficking of cultural property. The workshop was held from 27 to 29 
May 2015 in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, with the participation of 11 senior Iraqi officials, as well 
as officials from 8 countries in the region. The final recommendations for national authorities 
mention UNODC’s role, INTERPOL tools and the need to ratify UNESCO culture 
conventions.  
 
28. ICOM officially presented the Emergency Red List of Iraqi Antiquities at Risk27 to the 
press on 1 June, 2015 at the Musée du Louvre. It is an updated and more detailed version of 
ICOM’s first Red List on Iraq published in 2003. It is an essential tool for informing museums, 
national police and custom authorities about the type of artefacts currently at risk of 
trafficking. The Red List for Syria was published in 2013.28 
 
29. ICOMOS and ICCROM are providing continuous support for the documentation of 
Syrian and Iraqi cultural heritage and are also institutional partners of the Emergency 
Safeguarding of Syrian Cultural Heritage Project funded by the European Union. 

 
30. ICOMOS organized information events in the United States and France in April 2015 
with a large number of participants and press interviews. A Working Group for the 
Safeguarding of Cultural Heritage in Syria and Iraq was also set up in May and its activities 
were presented in June in Warsaw, Poland, during ICOMOS’ 50th anniversary celebration.  
 
31. WCO regularly releases alerts on the trafficking of cultural property via the ARCHEO29 
platform which is used by custom, police and other law enforcement authorities around the 
world. 

 
iii. Follow-up on Resolution 1483 (Iraq) and enhancing countermeasures 

 
32. Paragraph 7 of Res. 1483 and paragraph 17 of Res. 2199 refer to the same two points, 
namely the prohibition of cross-border trade of cultural property and the facilitation of its 

                                                 
27  http://icom.museum/press-releases/press-release/article/the-emergency-red-list-of-iraqi-cultural-objects-at-risk-a-tool-

created-by-icom-to-fight-illicit-tr/. 
28  http://icom.museum/resources/red-lists-database/red-list/syria/. 

29  http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/enforcement-and-compliance/activities-and-programmes/other-activities/protection-

of-cultural-heritage.aspx . 

http://icom.museum/press-releases/press-release/article/the-emergency-red-list-of-iraqi-cultural-objects-at-risk-a-tool-created-by-icom-to-fight-illicit-tr/
http://icom.museum/press-releases/press-release/article/the-emergency-red-list-of-iraqi-cultural-objects-at-risk-a-tool-created-by-icom-to-fight-illicit-tr/
http://icom.museum/resources/red-lists-database/red-list/syria/
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/enforcement-and-compliance/activities-and-programmes/other-activities/protection-of-cultural-heritage.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/enforcement-and-compliance/activities-and-programmes/other-activities/protection-of-cultural-heritage.aspx
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return and restitution. In accordance with these provisions, Member States must revise their 
domestic legislation to directly incorporate the prohibition thus strengthening relevant legal 
provisions as the main means to enhance counter measures. This also applies to regional 
legislation, such as in the case of the European Union. Empowerment of national or regional 
legislations is the only way to reach a sustainable solution. Despite the importance of 
awareness-raising and the use of mass and social media to inform the public, the 
sustainability of these initiatives is limited unless efforts are supported by legal regulations. 
 
33. In addition, for legislation to include effective countermeasures, it must necessarily 
include the principle of due diligence, systematic checks of provenance, export-import 
certificates and penal sanctions. Member States are expected to align their legislation with 
Res. 2199 and 1483. However, they have not been given specific indications regarding 
effective counter-measures. 
 
34. In this regard, the detailed measures set forth under the ‘Oil Trade’ section of Res. 
2199 could be a model to follow by outlining concrete provisions for what “appropriate steps” 
would mean in order to effectively enforce the prohibition of cultural property trade. This 
would have the merit of clarifying the obligations of Member States in relation to the present 
prohibition for Iraq and Syria; it could also be a model for future prohibitions of this kind. In 
relation to the above, it is worth noting that the scope of the 1970 Convention is not the 
prohibition of the licit trade of cultural property, but rather the prevention of illicit trafficking. 
 
35. If it is considered appropriate to include model measures in a future resolution on the 
existing prohibition of the trade of cultural property, such provisions must contain a reference 
to the obligations under the 1970 Convention prior to the prohibition, so that any future 
Security Council provision would not be interpreted as a liberalisation of the market of 
cultural and archaeological objects from Iraq and Syria outside both countries prior to the 
prohibition (e.g. before 6 August 1990 for Iraq and 15 March 2011 for Syria).  

 
iv. Libya 
 

36. UNESCO is mobilizing experts and civil society partners to safeguard heritage in Libya. 
The UNESCO Director-General condemned the vandalism of cultural and religious heritage 
in the old city of Tripoli30 and has urged all parties in the conflict to protect the unique cultural 
heritage of this country.31 Specific training courses have also been organized (see below, 
paragraph 41). 

 
v. Yemen 

 
37. An expert meeting on safeguarding the cultural heritage of Yemen was organized on 
15 and 16 July 2015 at UNESCO’s Headquarters in Paris. The aim of this meeting was to 
develop an action plan and coordinate international mobilization to face current threats to the 
Yemeni cultural heritage.32 
 
 

e) Capacity-building 
 

38. In addition to training activities directly related to UNESCO’s emergency actions within 
the scope of Decision 2.SC/4/5a, the Secretariat is cooperating closely with the regional and 
national Offices to guarantee training and capacity-building programmes in all parts of the 

                                                 
30  http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/director-general/singleview-

dg/news/unesco_condemns_vandalism_of_cultural_and_religious_heritage_in_the_old_city_of_tripoli/#.Va0U69H77Gh 

31  http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/media-services/single-

view/news/unesco_director_general_calls_on_all_parties_to_protect_lybias_unique_cultural_heritage/#.Va0VItH77Gh 
32  http://www.unesco.org/new/en/doha/about-this-office/single-view/news/safeguarding_yemens_cultural_heritage   

http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/director-general/singleview-dg/news/unesco_condemns_vandalism_of_cultural_and_religious_heritage_in_the_old_city_of_tripoli/#.Va0U69H77Gh
http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/unesco/about-us/who-we-are/director-general/singleview-dg/news/unesco_condemns_vandalism_of_cultural_and_religious_heritage_in_the_old_city_of_tripoli/#.Va0U69H77Gh
http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/media-services/single-view/news/unesco_director_general_calls_on_all_parties_to_protect_lybias_unique_cultural_heritage/#.Va0VItH77Gh
http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/media-services/single-view/news/unesco_director_general_calls_on_all_parties_to_protect_lybias_unique_cultural_heritage/#.Va0VItH77Gh
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/doha/about-this-office/single-view/news/safeguarding_yemens_cultural_heritage
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world, with priority being given to Eastern and Southern Africa, the Middle East, South-East 
Asia and the Pacific. Thus, during the period under scrutiny (June 2014 – July 2015), 16 
training sessions were organized involving 60 countries and 580 participants. 
 
39. Proposals to implement the Subsidiary Committee Roadmap and recommendations put 
forward by the Internal and Oversight Service essentially include the organization of future 
training workshops and other capacity-building actions.33 
 

i. Training related to emergency actions  

 

 Syria and neighbouring countries 

40. In response to the on-going alarming situation and despite acts of destruction, illicit 
excavations and looting, UNESCO (Beirut Office, Lebanon) has launched a series of 
activities as part of the Emergency Safeguarding of Syrian Cultural Heritage project, financed 
by the European Union with the support of the Flemish Government: 

 
 6 - 7 November 2014 (Beirut): meeting about the creation and updating of the Syrian 
police database of looted artefacts, with participants from INTERPOL, the Italian Carabinieri 
Art Squad, as well as Syrian Police officials, representatives from the Syrian Directorate 
General of Antiquities and Museums (DGAM) and Syrian legislative experts. 

 

 10 - 14 November 2014 (Beirut): training workshop on combating the illicit trafficking 
of Syrian cultural property. Twenty-five police officers and customs officials from Syria and 
neighbouring countries (Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey) as well as experts from 
UNESCO, INTERPOL, UNIDROIT, Regional Intelligence Liaison Office for Western Europe - 
World Customs Organization and UNODC, took part in this workshop. Training focused on 
conventions and national legislation to protect cultural heritage and on interactive group 
exercises on the use of existing tools in the field of prevention.   

 

 26 - 30 January 2015 (Beirut): training of professional Syrians in securing movable 
cultural heritage to protect movable heritage during and after the conflict and protect 
museums against looting. The training session involved 30 experts from the DGAM, 
UNESCO, INTERPOL, ICOM and the Blue Shield. It was intended for Syrian heritage 
professionals responsible for protecting museum collections, manuscripts, archives and 
books, etc. It broached issues such as the illicit trafficking of cultural property, legal 
frameworks, disaster risk management in museums and the preservation of objects, archives 
and manuscripts.  

 

 16 - 18 February 2015 (Beirut): meeting on intangible, movable and built cultural 
heritage inventories aimed at creating new collaboration synergies between participating 
entities and ensuring the planning of the post-conflict reconstruction phase. Over 20 Syrians 
and international experts specializing in cultural property inventories and documentation took 
part. 

 
 Libya 

 
41. Three specific training sessions were organized within the scope of the emergency 
actions plan: 
 

 11 - 15 June 2015 (Djerba, Tunisia): Training course on ‘Preventive Conservation and 
Risk Preparedness for Cultural Heritage’ in cooperation with ICCROM-ATHAR, with 22 
Libyan professionals from the Inspectorates of the Department of Antiquities in 

                                                 
33  See document C70/15/3.SC/7 
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Cyrene/Shahat, Tripoli, Sabratha, Leptis Magna, Benghazi, Tocra, Fezzan, in addition to 
representatives of civil defence/municipalities, security forces, the Red Crescent and 
associations working in the field of heritage. Participants were introduced to rapid 
documentation techniques, and ways to assess and monitor cultural heritage in Libya, 
preventive measures to protect cultural heritage, fundamental notions and principles of in-situ 
conservation, stabilization and first-aid, disaster and risk preparedness/mitigation, packing 
and storage.  

 

 13 - 16 June 2015 (Djerba, Tunisia): Training course to “strengthen security at 
museums and sites in Libya” to strengthen security and anti-terrorism measures for 
museums and sites. Training (theoretical sessions and study visits) attended by 20 Libyan 
professionals from the inspectorates of the Department of Antiquities, site/museum guards 
and tourist police officers from all over Libya. The participants were taught security and anti-
terrorism techniques and procedures and IED threats, among others, and were introduced to 
the outlines and principles of the draft security manual for cultural property. 

 

 September 2015 (Cairo, Egypt): Based on the outcomes of these two sessions, a 2-
week session on risk-preparedness scheduled for September 2015 (tbc). 
 

ii. Europe 

 
42. 13 - 17 October 2014 (Rome, Italy): a seminar on combating the illicit trafficking of 
cultural property was organized by UNESCO Office in Venice (regular budget) in conjunction 
with the Italian Carabineri Art Squad aimed at 25 representatives from the Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia (Ministry of the Interior, Customs, Ministry of Culture and Cultural 
Heritage Protection Office). The purpose of this seminar was to raise awareness and develop 
professional capacity amongst relevant services (especially the police), drawing particular 
attention to the implementation of standards, tools and best international practices in this 
area.  

 
iii. Asia 

 
43. Within the scope of Decision 2.SC/4/5a, Recommendations 1 and 15 of the IOS 
Evaluation Report and efforts requested particularly in regions with a low ratification rates, 
two initiatives were undertaken: 
 

 19 - 21 November 2014 (Bangkok, Thailand): a regional symposium on combatting 
the illicit trafficking of cultural property in South-East Asia was organized for the first time in 
this region by the UNESCO Office, with generous support from the Dutch Ministry of 
Education, Culture and Science. The symposium, which brought together 55 participants 
from 11 countries in this part of the world, was held as part of the strategy to implement the 
1970 UNESCO Convention and the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention, and provided a forum for 
discussion to establish strategies between heritage managers, legislative bodies and art 
market experts from the relevant countries of South-East Asia. International experts 
representing INTERPOL, the World Customs Organisation (WCO), UNIDROIT, ONUDC, 
ICOM and regional organizations were also present. 
 
 24 - 26 June 2015 (Ulan Bator, Mongolia): within the scope of standard-setting 
activities coming under the project entitled, “Strengthening Mongolian capacities for the fight 
against the illicit trafficking of cultural property” (UNESCO/Monaco Funds-in-Trust project), a 
mission was organized by UNESCO Office in Bejing to examine accession of the 1995 
UNIDROIT Convention, which is considered a vital tool in support of the 1970 Convention. 
Meetings have been held with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, representatives of the National 
Mongolian Commission for UNESCO, the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sciences and 
the Cultural Heritage Centre. A roundtable on events concerning the accession to the 
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UNIDROIT Convention for Mongolia and other questions relating to combatting the illicit 
trafficking of cultural property was held on 26 June. 
 
 
 

iv. Pacific 
 

44. 5 - 7 August 2015 (Port-Vila, Vanuatu): UNESCO Office in Apia organized on its 
regular budget a Melanesian workshop on thee fight against illicit trafficking of cultural 
property, bringing together Government representatives, directors of museums and customs 
services of Australia, Fiji, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, the Solomon 
Islands and Vanuatu. Representatives from regional organizations and the private sector 
also participate in this event. The aim of this workshop is to assess the progress achieved in 
this area since the last Pacific workshop held in Fiji in 2001 and to improve people’s 
understanding of the 1970 Convention in terms of its benefits and consequences.34 
 

v. Africa 

 
45. In accordance with Decision 2.SC/4/4a adopted during the second session of the 
Subsidiary Committee of the Meeting of States Parties and Recommendation 19 of the IOS 
Evaluation Report, the Secretariat has further integrated the Global Priority Africa in 
planning and programmes to support the 1970 Convention: 
 

 28 - 30 January 2015 (Bamako, Mali): in order to step up action against the illicit 
trafficking of cultural property, UNESCO organized an international conference on “Ancient 
manuscripts facing modern day challenges”. With the financial support of Norway as well as 
MINUSMA, Switzerland, the European Union, the United Kingdom and France, 200 
scientists, historians, heads of cultural institutions, government representatives, foreign 
diplomats, members of civil society and religious leaders from 15 different countries including 
Senegal, South Africa, France, Germany, Great Britain, the United States, Italy, Norway and 
the United Arab Emirates came together. 

 

 23 - 26 March 2015 (Gaborone, Botswana): a workshop on the prevention and 
combating of the illicit trafficking of cultural property in South Africa entitled “Moving the 
South African Development Community forward by Combating the Illicit Trafficking of Cultural 
and Natural Heritage” was organized as part of the regular UNESCO programme with 47 
participants from 13 countries.35 It was preceded by the launch of SADCHA (Southern 
African Development Community Heritage Association), created as a platform to facilitate 
cultural cooperation and promote partnerships in the region as well as to forge precious links 
with UNESCO in this part of the world.  

 
vi. Latin America 

 
46. 11 - 15 May 2015 (Buenos Aires, Argentina): workshop specializing in the protection 
of cultural heritage with 35 representatives of the national police force to strengthen the fight 
against illicit trafficking especially in terms of prevention and investigation. 
 

vii. The Caribbean 
 

                                                 
34  http://en.unesco.org/events/melanesian-workshop-fight-against-illicit-trafficking-cultural-objects   
35  http://www.unesco.org/new/en/harare/about-this-office/single-
view/news/moving_sadc_forward_by_combating_the_illicit_trafficking_of_cultural_and_natural_heritage_in_southern_af
rica/#.VafJkflp0h4. 
This workshop was held following the strategic development carried out by Member States in this region during an initial 
regional workshop on these issues organized in Namibia in September 2011, which was followed by another regional 
workshop organized in Gaborone in November 2012. 

http://en.unesco.org/events/melanesian-workshop-fight-against-illicit-trafficking-cultural-objects
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/harare/about-this-office/single-view/news/moving_sadc_forward_by_combating_the_illicit_trafficking_of_cultural_and_natural_heritage_in_southern_africa/#.VafJkflp0h4
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/harare/about-this-office/single-view/news/moving_sadc_forward_by_combating_the_illicit_trafficking_of_cultural_and_natural_heritage_in_southern_africa/#.VafJkflp0h4
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/harare/about-this-office/single-view/news/moving_sadc_forward_by_combating_the_illicit_trafficking_of_cultural_and_natural_heritage_in_southern_africa/#.VafJkflp0h4
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47. 23 -26 June 2014 (Port-au-Prince, Haiti): a capacity-building workshop on the fight 
against illicit trafficking of cultural property was organized by the UNESCO Office in 
partnership with the Ministry of Culture in Haiti, the National Bureau of Ethnology, MUPANAH 
(National Haitian Pantheon Museum), ISPAN (Institute for Safeguarding National Heritage), 
Haiti ICOM, the General Customs Administration and the National Police.36 
 

viii. Arab countries 

 
48. 18 - 29 January 2015 (Cairo, Egypt): pilot regional training entitled, “Building National 
Capacities for Managing Risks to Cultural Heritage in Case of Emergency” was organized by 
UNESCO in conjunction with ALECSO and ICCROM-ATHAR, bringing together 26 
professionals from 6 countries (Egypt, Iraq, Libya, Sudan, Yemen and Palestine). 
 
49. 20 - 24 April 2015 (Meknes, Morocco): A “Workshop for Trainers on the fight against 
the illicit trafficking of cultural property” was organized in an attempt to boost national 
capacities amongst stakeholders in governmental institutions concerned with this problem. 
Organized in conjunction with the Moroccan Ministry of Culture and the Spanish Agency for 
International Development Cooperation (AECID), this workshop brought together 36 
participants from 4 countries (Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria and Mauritania).37 

 
 
f) Institutional cooperation 
 

50. As mentioned in Recommendations 22 and 25 of the IOS Evaluation Report, it is vital 
to continue dialogue with partners and research institutions in order to promote a 
complementary approach to activities in particular. This cooperation is constantly being 
strengthened between UNESCO and INTERPOL, UNIDROIT, WCO, UNODC, ICOM, 
ICCROM and ICOMOS and with a specialist from the Carabinieri Art Squad (Italy) police 
officers, the Central Office for the fight against the trafficking of cultural property (OCBC, 
France) and the Guardia Civil (Spain). 
 
51. These organizations regularly exchange information on the theft and illicit export of 
cultural property across the world as well as on restitution modalities. This cooperation is 
producing tangible results such as the creation of extremely active professional networks, the 
regular restitution of cultural goods and improvements in the legal and practical frameworks 
to fight against looting and illicit transfer of cultural property. 

 
52. Apart from specific cooperation linked to Resolution 2199 (see paragraphs 23 to 25), 
during the period in question, UNESCO attended a certain number of meetings organized by 
its partners including: 

 

i. INTERPOL  
 
53. 11 - 13 March 2015 (Lyon, France): 9th International Symposium on the Theft of and 
Illicit Traffic in Works of Art, Cultural Property and Antiques. The event drew attention to 
current issues regarding the theft, forgery/counterfeiting of and illicit trafficking of cultural 
property and enabled the international police community, together with other concerned 
agencies and organizations, to discuss ways to tackle this type of crime.38 

 

                                                 
36  http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/emergency-actions/haiti/ 

37  http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/rabat/about-the-office/single-

view/news/projet_de_formation_de_formateurs_sur_la_lutte_contre_le_trafic_illicite_des_biens_culturels_au_maroc#.V
Z-hQflp0h4 (only French) 
38  http://www.interpol.int/en/Internet/News-and-media/Events/2015/9th-International-Symposium-Works-of-Art/9th-

International-Symposium-on-the-Theft-of-and-Illicit-Traffic-in-Works-of-Art,-Cultural-Property-and-Antiques   

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/emergency-actions/haiti/
http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/rabat/about-the-office/single-view/news/projet_de_formation_de_formateurs_sur_la_lutte_contre_le_trafic_illicite_des_biens_culturels_au_maroc#.VZ-hQflp0h4
http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/rabat/about-the-office/single-view/news/projet_de_formation_de_formateurs_sur_la_lutte_contre_le_trafic_illicite_des_biens_culturels_au_maroc#.VZ-hQflp0h4
http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/rabat/about-the-office/single-view/news/projet_de_formation_de_formateurs_sur_la_lutte_contre_le_trafic_illicite_des_biens_culturels_au_maroc#.VZ-hQflp0h4
http://www.interpol.int/en/Internet/News-and-media/Events/2015/9th-International-Symposium-Works-of-Art/9th-International-Symposium-on-the-Theft-of-and-Illicit-Traffic-in-Works-of-Art,-Cultural-Property-and-Antiques
http://www.interpol.int/en/Internet/News-and-media/Events/2015/9th-International-Symposium-Works-of-Art/9th-International-Symposium-on-the-Theft-of-and-Illicit-Traffic-in-Works-of-Art,-Cultural-Property-and-Antiques
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54. 18 - 19 June 2015 (Lyon, France): 12th Meeting of the INTERPOL Expert Group (IEG) 
on Stolen Cultural Property. 
 

ii. UNODC 

55. 16 April 2015 (Doha, Qatar): in the framework of the 13th UN Congress on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice held in Doha (12-19 April), a workshop was organized on 
measures to curb the illicit trade of cultural property, at which Member States were urged to 
use the existing legal instruments to fight this crime and the importance of raising awareness 
was stressed. The workshop was jointly organized with the National Institute of Justice of the 
United States, the Korean Institute of Criminology and the International Scientific and 
Professional Advisory Council (ISPAC).. 

 

iii. UNIDROIT 

 

56. 8 May 2015 (Rome, Italy): the 20th anniversary of the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention on 
Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Property, marked by an international conference in 
Rome, Italy. This event provided an opportunity to assess the relevance, distinctive features 
and operational aspects of this standard-setting instrument and its interaction primarily with 
the 1970 UNESCO Convention and the 2014 European Directive on the return of cultural 
objects unlawfully removed from the territory of a Member State. The conference also 
highlighted the fact that there are a number of key rules governing international restitution 
and that every effort must be made to ensure that these are more clearly understood and 
rigorously applied.39 

 
iv. European Union 

57. 13 July 2015 (Brussels, Belgium): public hearing of the European Parliament 
Committee on Culture and Education on “Destruction and trafficking of cultural heritage” in 
the presence of UNESCO representatives, university institutes, the International Criminal 
Court (ICC), INTERPOL and ICCROM. This hearing was held following the adoption on 30 
April 2015 by the European Parliament of the Resolution on the destruction of cultural sites 
perpetrated by ISIS/Da’esh. 
 

v. ICOM 
 

58. 13 - 14 November 2014 (Paris, France): 4th meeting of the Consultative and Editorial 
Committees of the ICOM International Observatory on Illicit Traffic in Cultural Goods. 
 
59. 2 and 3 July 2015 (Paris, France): Meeting of the Editorial Committee of the ICOM 
International Observatory on Illicit Traffic in Cultural Goods to discuss the publication later in 
2015 of a triennial Global Report presenting a range of case studies, statistics, analyses and 
reference articles.  

 
vi. ILLICID Project 

 
60. UNESCO is a partner of the ILLICID research project, an explorative study which gives 
special attention to the trade in archaeological objects from Iraq and Syria (object types, 
turnover, networks, operation modes etc.). It is a transdisciplinary research project, 
coordinated by the German Stiftung Preußischer Kulturbesitz (Prussian Cultural Heritage 
Foundation), relying on academic and non-academic expertise (e.g. law enforcement and 
customs authorities), financed by the Federal Ministry for Education and Research for three 
years (2015‒2018). UNESCO will benefit from the findings of this project and will provide the 
coordinators of this project with advice and expertise.  

                                                 
39  http://www.unidroit.org/english/news/2015/20150508-conv-culturalobjects-20years/programme-e.pdf 

http://www.unidroit.org/english/news/2015/20150508-conv-culturalobjects-20years/programme-e.pdf
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g) Awareness-raising campaigns 
 

i. Unite4Heritage 
 
61. The campaign ‘#Unite4Heritage’40 was launched by the Director-General of UNESCO 
in March 2015 at the University of Bagdad, Iraq, to raise awareness among young people of 
the value of cultural heritage and the necessity to protect it from terrorist attacks. This 
campaign produced significant engagement via social and traditional media worldwide in the 
ensuing four months. With millions of views of the UNESCO created social media content, 
the campaign became a “conversation of record” between institutions, governments and the 
general public. In the Arab region, six field officers work in cooperation with Headquarters to 
create a dialogue with young people on the value of heritage and the importance of cultural 
diversity and identity, and to mobilize partners on the field, like museums and NGOs. A 
photography contest was organized worldwide in this framework. 
 
62. The Secretariat asked the UNESCO Chair of international law on the protection of 
cultural objects in Geneva, Switzerland, to join and promote the campaign. The Secretariat 
jointly participated with the Chair in the Conference “The UNESCO Convention of 1970. 10 
years of implementation in Switzerland” (Bern, 1-2 May 2015). 
 
 

ii. Campaign with the Colbert Committee 

 
63. In June 2015 the Secretariat and the Colbert Committee41 launched a joint awareness-
raising campaign on the value of heritage and creativity. The 2005 Convention Unit was also 
consulted within the framework of this project. This campaign covers UNESCO’s global 
message in terms of protecting heritage and the slogans produced are intentionally general: 
“Committed to heritage and creativity/ stand up for their protection, stand up for their 
promotion”. The extent of the campaign will open new channels for another campaign for 
2015/2016, more oriented on the fight against the illicit trafficking of cultural property. 

 
64. The campaign is carried out by displaying communication products (especially posters) 
in passengers transit areas. It benefits from the communications network between brand 
members making up the Colbert Committee. Posters are displayed on the walls of customs 
areas in French airports, in cooperation with French Customs, and free of charge in the 
public areas of these same airports in cooperation with JC. Decaux and ADP (Aéroports de 
Paris – Paris Airports) as well as in the city of Paris.  
 

iii. Awareness-raising projects with museums 

 

65. The Secretariat and the Prussian Cultural Heritage Foundation (SPK) signed an 
agreement in May 2015 to strengthen the cooperation in the fight against the illicit trade of 
artefacts from Iraq and Syria. The SPK, based in Berlin, unites five institutions, including the 
National Museums in Berlin (and therefore the Pergamon Museum). The agreement focuses 
on the production of awareness-raising materials for the general public, such as a 
documentary and flyers to be distributed to the visitors of the museums (in the framework of 
the #Unite4Heritage campaign) as well as on a close collaboration in knowledge sharing (in 
the framework of the ILLICID project) and capacity building activities. 

 

                                                 
40  http://www.unite4heritage.org/ 
41  Created in 1954, the Colbert Committee brings together 78 luxury French brands and cultural institutions sharing 
common values, the most important of which is ethics. 

http://www.unite4heritage.org/
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iv. Awareness-raising tools for tourists 
 
 “Heritage is identity, don’t steal it” video clips for Africa, the Caribbean, East Asia and 

South-East Asia  
 
66. These short animated videos primarily target tourists, who are likely to be offered 
cultural property illicitly obtained when travelling. The videos have been widely distributed 
through the social networks of UNESCO Headquarters and Field Offices, Permanent 
Delegations and National Commissions, as well as by UNESCO’s partner institutions and 
individuals. The clips are also being disseminated through airports and travel networks. 
 
 Partnerships with travel guides 

 
67. In order to promote sustainable tourism and raise awareness on the topic of illicit 
trafficking of cultural property among tourists, the Secretariat is currently preparing a 
partnership with first-rate publishing houses well known for their travel guides, notably 
Hachette (which publishes Le Routard) and Lonely Planet. These partnerships will start with 
the inclusion of a page (or a leaflet if budget allows) in the guide alerting tourists to the 
dangers of illicit trafficking and proposing a series of actions. Guides of source countries will 
have priority.  
 

v. Regional campaign for the Maghreb  
 
68. A regional awareness raising campaign, financed by the Spanish Agency for 
International Development Co-operation (AECID), was carried out in Algeria, Morocco, 
Mauritania and Tunisia. In addition to producing communication tools (posters, postcards and 
stickers), an awareness-raising video was produced for local communities, dedicated to 
combatting trafficking in the North Africa region. A comic on heritage protection for children 
was also published and adapted to each of the four countries involved.  
 

vi. Awareness-raising campaign for Mongolia 

 
69. A national awareness-raising campaign, in the framework of the UNESCO/Monaco 
Funds-In-Trust Cooperation project “Strengthening Mongolian Capacities for the Fight 
Against the Illicit Trafficking of Cultural Objects in Mongolia”, is being carried out in Mongolia. 
A media campaign is underway involving the production and dissemination of video clips and 
awareness-raising materials on the importance of protecting Mongolia’s cultural heritage for 
the general public, tourists/visitors, young people and culture workers.  
 
70. In addition, the ‘Cultural Heritage in a Box’ toolkit, which comprises cultural objects 
specimens, images, games and multimedia materials to educate children on cultural heritage 
in an interactive and ‘edutainment’ style has been produced and disseminated for young 
people, teachers and local communities. 

 
 

h) Practical tools  
 

i. 1970 Convention Website  
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71. Based on Decision 2.SC/4/5b,42 and Recommendations 18 and 24 of the IOS 
Evaluation Report, the Secretariat of the 1970 Convention continues to improve and regularly 
update the Convention website using a webmaster assigned specifically for this purpose. 
Efforts are also underway to familiarise States Parties with this site and to encourage them to 
use it as a forum for sharing information and managing information with the specific 
introduction of more frequent alerts on questions relating to the 1970 Convention.  
 
72. In order to draw attention to the Convention website in UNESCO’s general navigation 
tree (www.unesco.org), a new navigation strategy was recently approved to facilitate access.  
This will soon be implemented. From this point onwards, the Convention website will also list 
all of the awareness-raising initiatives and activities on one page43 (“single ticket”) to facilitate 
use with one section dedicated to emergency actions.44 
 
73. During the period under scrutiny, the 1970 Convention Website recorded over 14,000 
users including 5,000 new people and over 70,000 web pages visited. The users were mainly 
from Europe and the Americas and approximately 10% from Asia. Most of the site visitors 
were searching for general information on the Convention, States Parties and statutory 
meetings followed closely by web pages relating to emergency actions, legal and practical 
instruments and UNESCO’s Database on National Cultural Heritage Laws. 

 

 
 

ii. UNESCO Database of National Cultural Heritage Laws45 
 
74. Based on Decision 2.SC 4/5b and Recommendation 16 of the IOS Evaluation Report, 
the Secretariat continues to develop the “Natlaws” database by extending legislation 
coverage and the availability of translations. 
 
75. In 2015, this practical and legal tool celebrates its tenth anniversary with a roundtable 
during the third session of the Subsidiary Committee.46 

 
76. It currently comprises 2,765 national cultural laws from 188 countries. Since July 2014, 
119 texts have been added by 23 different States and the legislations of six new countries 
have been added to the database, namely the Cook Islands, Niue, San-Marino, South 
Sudan, Suriname and Timor-Leste. All of these texts are available online at 
http://www.unesco.org/culture/natlaws. 
 

                                                 
42  Adopted during the second session of the Subsidiary Committee of the Meeting of States Parties to the 1970 
Convention. 
43  Awareness-raising activities - http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-
property/awareness-raising-initiatives/ 
44  Emergency actions - http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/emergency-
actions/ 
45  The States are invited to officially provide UNESCO with information in an electronic format (USB key, CD-ROM ore-
mail), accompanied by an official written authorization from the competent national authority allowing UNESCO to 
photocopy the legislation and exporting and/or importing certificates on its web site and to establish a link between the 
web site and the official national site unless it is expressly stated that this kind of link is prohibited or not desirable 
http://www.unesco.org/culture/natlaws/index.php?&lng=en 
46  See document C70/15/3.SC/INF.3A 

http://www.unesco.org/
http://www.unesco.org/culture/natlaws
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/awareness-raising-initiatives/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/awareness-raising-initiatives/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/emergency-actions/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/emergency-actions/
http://www.unesco.org/culture/natlaws/index.php?&lng=en
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77. In addition to updating incoming texts regularly, the Secretariat is in charge of 
monitoring the translations (from the original language into English) requested by some 
countries. Two translation agreements have been concluded since 2014, with Nicaragua and 
Mali. Ten countries appear on the priority list determined by the donor: Algeria, Bolivia, 
Ecuador, Libya, Mali, Morocco, Panama, Salvador, Thailand and Tunisia. 
 
78. Statistics show that the page generates 3,567 searches and 344,812 print-outs per 
month, on average. 
 

iii. Web alerts in the event of theft of cultural property 
 

79. The 1970 Convention Secretariat receives requests from States Parties to publish 
international online alerts on stolen cultural property, thereby contributing to international 
cooperation efforts to facilitate their return to their the country of origin. Accordingly, when the 
Secretariat is requested to do so, alerts are distributed to partners and published online:47 
 

 June 2014: a metal cross was stolen at New Penteli, in the Greek region of Attica; 

 July 2014: 6 icons were stolen from the Monastery of the Presentation of the Virgin 
in the Temple in the village of Monastiri and a reliquary was stolen from the Church 
of the Apostles in Aidonoxori, both in Konitsa, the Regional Unit of Ioannina, in the 
region of Epirus, Greece; 

 January 2015: a tombstone was stolen from a property in Karyes, Sparta, 
Peloponnese, Greece;  

 January 2015: 2 coins were stolen from the Museo de Sitio Bodega y Quadra, 
located in the historical centre of the Peruvian capital city, Lima; 

 February 2015: a statue of a seated Buddha was stolen from the temple of Vat 
Ong Tü, Ventiane, Laos; 

 March 2015: a painted terracotta dish was stolen from the Kuntur Wasi museum in 
Cajamarca, province of San Pablo, Peru; 

 March 2015: two religious paintings (oil on canvas), “Virgen del Carmen” and 
“Virgen de Pomata” were stolen from the Saint Andres church, district of 
Desaguadero, province of Chucuito, Puno region, Peru; 

 March 2015: two devotional statues, “Corona de la Virgen de la Natividad” 
and  “Corona de la Virgen de Fatima” were stolen from the Saint Andres church, 
district of Desaguadero, province of Chucuito, Puno region, Peru; 

 March 2015: a pair of ancient golden earrings was stolen from the owner’s house 
in Anoixi, Attica, Greece; 

 April 2015: a painting (oil on canvas) of the 17th century representing Saint John 
was stolen from the “Templo Parroquial San Pedro Apostol" (Saint Peter’s Parish) 
in the district of Paccaritambo, province of Paruro, region of Cuzco, Peru;  

 May 2015: 300 silver liturgical objects dating from the 17, 18, 19 and 20th 
centuries were stolen from a private collection in Antigua, Guatemala; 

 June 2015: a religious icon depicting Saint Laurentius was stolen from the Church 
of the Dormition of Virgin in the village of Palaiopyrgos, and a Sanctuary Gate 
depicting Jesus Christ as Great High Priest from the Church of the Nativity in the 
village of Meropi, both in the municipality of Pogoni, Ioannina, Region of Epirus, 
Greece. 

 
80. The publicity given to the above information is part of the action that must be taken by 
countries of origin in order to report thefts (in particular by entering the information into the 
INTERPOL Stolen Works of Art database) and facilitate restitution.  Thanks to the assistance 

                                                 
47  http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/international-alerts 

 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/international-alerts


20 

of a webmaster, the Secretariat attempts to respond within the limits of its capacities to the 
demands of the States Parties in this area.  
 
81. The States Parties are encouraged to continue to send the Secretariat alerts 
concerning importants thefts in their territory but also to indicate the outcome, if any. 
 
 

i) Cases of return or restitution of cultural property 
 
82. The Secretariat is contacted frequently by States, individuals and associations seeking 
assistance in securing the return or restitution of cultural property. The Secretariat was 
nonetheless required to follow up and give advice on requests that did not fall stricto sensu 
within the scope of the 1970 Convention and it provided expertise and technical assistance 
to facilitate communication between the parties involved (public and private), the use of legal 
tools, sharing best practices and to facilitate informal negotiations between the various 
stakeholders. Even if the solutions do not always reflect strict application of the provisions of 
the Convention, they are often adopted in accordance with the spirit and principles of this 
treaty. 
 
83. The following should be noted in particular: 

 On 6 June 2014, the state of Baden-Württemberg (Germany) handed over two 
objects from the Cycladic civilisation to Greece. Both objects had been acquired 
by the Badisches Landesmuseum, Karlsruhe, in the 1970s and were returned in 
the spirit of the 1970 UNESCO Convention; 

 On 22 January 2015, the Römisch-Germanisches Zentralmuseum in Mainz 
(Germany) handed over to Italy (Soprintendenza per I Beni Archeologici della 
Puglia) a collection of grave goods dating back to the 5th millennium BC 
comprising seven artefacts looted from a tomb near Laterza in Italy, and now 
acquired by the museum on the art market in 1986. An exhibition is already 
planned; 

 On 20 March 2015, during the visit of German State President Joachim Gauck 
to Peru, an ancient ritual knife (“Tumi”), probably excavated illegally, was 
handed over to the Government of Peru. It had been seized by German 
authorities in 2013 in Berlin, where it had been offered for sale by an auction 
house; 

 In June 2015, the Swiss Federal Office of Culture (FOC) returned to the 
Egyptian Embassy in Bern, in the presence of the Secretariat, a batch of 32 
ancient cultural objects dating from the Pharaonic and Roman periods, following 
a cantonal criminal procedure. Four of the returned items are extremely rare 
and of remarkable aesthetic quality. 
 

84. In view of the growing number of requests, the Secretariat wishes to implement a road 
map (standard action plan) immediately accessible to all national authorities tasked with 
initiating procedures for the return or restitution of stolen or illicitly exported cultural property 
found within their borders and offered for sale in particular by auction. The first working 
meeting on the subject was held on 11 February 2014 with representatives of various 
national police forces and INTERPOL and follow-up can now be guaranteed thanks to the 
support of an expert from the Carabinieri Art Squad from the Permanent Delegation of Italy to 
UNESCO.  
 
85. Lastly, the Secretariat is requested regularly by the States Parties to highlight on the 
website cases in which bilateral negotiations have led to the return or restitution of cultural 
properties.48 The posting of such information online raised the profile of restitutions made as 

                                                 
48  http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/recent-restitution-cases-of-cultural-
objects-using-the-1970-convention/  

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/recent-restitution-cases-of-cultural-objects-using-the-1970-convention/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/illicit-trafficking-of-cultural-property/recent-restitution-cases-of-cultural-objects-using-the-1970-convention/
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a result of national efforts based on international instruments such as the 1970 Convention.  
Eventually, a database containing best practices in the field of restitution of cultural property 
within and outside the scope of the Convention, will be placed online to meet the Roadmap 
adopted by the Subsidiary Committee and Decision 19.COM 4 of the 19th session of the 
ICPRCP Committee.   
 

 

j. Cooperation with the art market 

86. Since 2008, the Convention Secretariat has taken a growing number of art-market 
initiatives in order to alert professionals more effectively to the need to combat the illicit 
trafficking of cultural property and to achieve better cooperation in the context of procedures 
for exercising due diligence for the identification of stolen objects, seizure and restitution. The 
goal is to promote more awareness of the Member States’ concerns about the looting of 
cultural property, especially archaeological objects, the circulation of works of art and the 
restitution of cultural property.  
 
87. The relevance of these relations is highlighted in the Roadmap adopted by the 
Subsidiary Commission and the IOS Evaluation Report in Recommendations 9 and 23. This 
would encourage greater respect for rules, regulations and ethics codes in particular and 
ensure constant dialogue in an attempt to adopt a common approach to current problems 
and promote commitment to greater cooperation. 

 
88. Accordingly, the most representative art-market stakeholders are regularly invited to 
participate in discussions at statutory meetings and training workshops (Christie’s, Sotheby’s, 
Conseil des ventes volontaires and Syndicat National des Antiquaires (France), Artcurial, 
Bonhams, etc.). Thanks to the contacts established on those various occasions, the 
Secretariat encouraged early contact with national authorities and auction-house managers 
in order to seek explanations on certain artefacts on sale and thus secure restitutions, if 
possible. 

 
89. The Secretariat implemented follow-up work on the Internet (auction houses and other 
Internet platforms), prior to the adoption of the Subsidiary Committee Roadmap which 
recommends this type of follow-up (see points 1 and 11 of document C70/15/3.MSP/5B), and 
sent to the delegations concerned alerts containing information relating to Internet sales 
possibly affecting protected artefacts from their countries. These messages were also 
forwarded to UNESCO National Commissions and relevant field offices. During the period 
under scrutiny, dozens of alerts were sent by the Secretariat, mostly with reference to 
artefacts originating from Latin America, the Middle East and Asia, in particular Nepal. 

 
90. Christie’s decided to join the #Unite for Heritage campaign on the social networks and 
supports UNESCO’s action via its Internet site. Finally, the market was also encouraged to 
mobilize itself by implementing Resolution 2199 of the United Nations Security Council in 
order to make a full contribution to the efforts to prohibit the trafficking of cultural property 
originating from Syria and Iraq. 
 
 

* 
*   * 

 
91. The Subsidiary Committee of the Meeting of States Parties may wish to adopt the 
following decision: 
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DRAFT DECISION 3.SC/4 
 
The Meeting of States Parties, 

 
1. Having examined  document C70/15/3.SC/4; 

 

2. Takes note with satisfaction of the Secretariat’s report on its activities in 2014-
2015; 

 
3. Welcomes the many training activities carried out by the Secretariat and Field 

Offices in terms of training and the effectiveness of the global capacity-building 
strategy; 

 
4. Also welcomes action taken to raise awareness of the fight against the illicit 

trafficking of cultural property; 
 

5. Finally welcomes emergency actions developed in countries in a situation of 
conflict or disaster where cultural property is especially at risk; 

 
6. Thanks the States Parties and institutions that have generously contributed extra 

budgetary support for the training and awareness-raising activities developed by 
the Secretariat; 

 
7. Invites the States Parties to strengthen their support for activities carried out to 

ensure effective implementation of the Convention; 

 
8. Welcomes the Secretariat’s strengthening of human and financial resources 

allowing it to respond more effectively to the increasing number of tasks allocated 
to it; 

 
9. Appeals to the Governing Bodies of UNESCO to rebalance the mismatch 

between workload and budget of the 1970 Convention’s unit by providing more 
resources in the budget 2016/2017 (38C/5); 

 
10. Encourages the Secretariat to pursue its efforts to implement the Convention and 

invites it to submit a report on its activities at the Committee’s fourth session. 

 


