
SC-13/CONF.225/11 
Paris, 30 May 2013 
Original: English 

 

 

International Co-ordinating Council  
of the Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme 

Twenty-fifth session 

UNESCO Headquarters, Paris (France) 
27-30 May 2013 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/man-and-
biosphere-programme/about-mab/icc/icc/25th-session/ 

FINAL REPORT 

I. Opening by the Chair of the ICC 

1. The twenty-fifth session of the International Coordinating Council (ICC) of the Man and the 
Biosphere (MAB) Programme was held at UNESCO, Headquarters, from 27 to 30 May 2013.  

2. 113 participants included representatives of the following Members of the ICC as elected by 
the UNESCO General Conference at its 36th session: Austria, Bahrain, Belarus, Chile, Costa Rica, 
Côte d’Ivoire, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Egypt, Estonia, Ethiopia, Ghana, Haiti, 
Honduras, Iran, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Mexico, 
Nigeria, Norway, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Tanzania, Thailand, Turkey, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Ukraine, and Viet Nam. 

3. In addition, observers from the following Member States were present: Albania, Belgium, 
Brazil, Cameroon, Canada, China, Colombia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, 
Ecuador, France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Italy, Iraq, 
Kazakhstan, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mongolia, Namibia, Niger, Poland, Saint-Kitts and Nevis, 
Slovakia, Spain, South Africa, Sudan, Sweden, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, The 
Netherlands, Tunisia, Uganda, and Vanuatu. 

4. The following international/multilateral organizations and institutes were present: IUCN 
(International Union for Conservation of Nature), IUBS (International Union of Biological Sciences), 
SCOPE (Scientific Committee on Problems of Environment), RAMSAR Convention.  

5. The full list of participants is presented as Annex 1 to this report. 

6. Ms Boshra Salem officially opened the meeting as Chair of the MAB Council. She welcomed 
all members of the MAB Council and observer delegations from UNESCO’s Member States as well 
as representatives of international organizations.  

Welcoming words from the Assistant Director-General for Natural Sciences  

Ms Gretchen Kalonji, Assistant Director-General for the Natural Sciences Sector, warmly 
welcomed the delegates to the twenty-fifth session of the MAB International Coordinating Council. 

Man and the 
Biosphere 
Programme 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/man-and-biosphere-programme/about-mab/icc/icc/25th-session/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/man-and-biosphere-programme/about-mab/icc/icc/25th-session/


SC-13/CONF.225/11 – page 2 

Ms Kalonji informed the Council that UNESCO’s Executive Board, at its 191st session in April last 
month, has decided that the MAB Programme in the UNESCO 37 C/5 document (2014-2017) 
should have its own Main Line of Action which reads “Strengthening the role of ecological sciences 
and biosphere reserves”. The related Expected Result has been worded as “Use of biosphere 
reserves as learning places for equitable and sustainable development and for climate change 
mitigation and adaptation strengthened”. The corresponding Performance Indicator for this 
Expected Result has been proposed as “Approved new strategy for MAB and its World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves (2014-2021)”. 

Ms Kalonji informed the MAB-ICC on the latest results of the prioritization exercise of expected 
results within UNESCO for the 37 C/5 which was carried out the previous week by the Working 
Group of the Executive Board. The MAB Programme, together with the International Hydrological 
Programme (IHP) and the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), have been 
ranked very high for the Natural Sciences Sector.  

ADG/SC announced that Mr Thomas Schaaf, who has been designated Director ad interim of the 
Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences since August last year is leaving UNESCO at the end of 
this week for early retirement at age 55. She paid tribute to Dr Schaaf’s commitment to the MAB 
Programme and underlined his contribution for over 25 years within the MAB Programme. She 
expressed her satisfaction for the manner that Dr Schaaf managed to serve the Division of 
Ecological and Earth Science and the MAB Programme during a period which has been marked by 
severe financial constraints.  

In consultation with the Director-General, she announced that she had decided to designate 
Mr Han Qunli as the new Director of the Division and Secretary of the MAB Programme. Mr Han 
Qunli is very well known by the MAB community as he has also worked with and for the MAB 
Programme for over 20 years. Mr Han who is currently the Director of the Natural Science 
Executive Office had been successively the Director of the UNESCO-Jakarta Office serving the 
science programmes in the Asia-Pacific region and the Director of the UNESCO-Tehran cluster 
office. Ms Kalonji underlined that the delegates will have to discuss very important items for the 
future, including the evaluation of the Madrid Action Plan, the new strategy for MAB for the period 
2014-2021 and the future of MAB in the framework of the post-2015 development agenda. She 
concluded by wishing the delegates fruitful debates and thanking them for their continuous support 
to the MAB Programme. 

II. Opening remarks by the UNESCO Director-General  

7. The Director-General warmly welcomed the MAB-ICC delegates. She started her remarks 
with highlighting that the raison d’être of UNESCO was networking and sharing and thus 
acknowledged the importance and contribution of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves 
(WNBR) in this regard.  

8. The Director-General compared the WNBR to a map of global scientific cooperation for 
protection of biodiversity. She specifically mentioned the importance of networking and cooperation 
within transboundary biosphere reserves, and referred to it as hyper cooperation between 
countries and as sources of inspiration for them. In this context, she mentioned her participation to 
the inauguration of the West Polesie Transboundary Biosphere Reserve (Belarus, Poland and 
Ukraine) as well as her flying over the Trifino Transboundary Biosphere Reserve shared by 
Guatemala, Honduras and Salvador. 

9. She recalled that for 40 years the MAB Programme has been very concretely putting science 
at the service of peace and sustainable development and demonstrating the connections between 
human development and ecosystems, and between biological and cultural diversity.  

10. She highlighted the innovative aspect of the MAB Programme and the importance of this 
MAB-ICC session for reinforcing the MAB Programme. She called for biosphere reserves to 
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continue to inspire beyond their boundaries. She also pledged for the more active participation of 
the MAB Programme to the Future Earth Initiative as well as to the Intergovernmental Platform for 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).  

11. She finally emphasized the needed role of the MAB Programme for reinforcing the link 
between knowledge and policy, and between science and policy, to craft solutions for 
sustainability. In this respect, the Director-General made reference to the Scientific Advisory Board 
created by UNESCO at the request of the United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. She 
ended her opening remark by wishing the participants very productive discussions.  

III. Report by the Chair of the ICC  

12. Ms Boshra Salem provided her report as Chair of the MAB-ICC on important events and 
developments following the twenty-fourth MAB-ICC with a focus on activities in which she 
personally had participated. Firstly, she reported on the UNESCO-MAB Project “Sustainable 
Management of Marginal Drylands (SUMAMAD)” which involves dryland experts and managers of 
biosphere reserves from Belgium, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, China, Egypt, India, the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, Jordan, Pakistan and Tunisia. She mentioned the 10th International SUMAMAD Project 
Workshop in Bolivia in November 2012 and that preparations are under way for the 11th 
International SUMAMAD Project workshop in June 2013 in Ghent (Belgium) which will also mark 
the closing session of this highly successful UNESCO-MAB Project. She expressed her warm 
gratitude to the Flemish Government of Belgium which has provided over US $2.3 million to 
UNESCO for the operations of the SUMAMAD Project during its two phases of existence, as well 
as to the United Nations University as a co-partner of the project, and to the UNESCO-MAB 
Secretary, Dr Thomas Schaaf, for having implemented the project so diligently. 

13. The Chair then synthesized the most salient points and recommendations produced at the 
8th ArabMAB meeting together with a technical workshop on “Green Economy and Biosphere 
Reserves” held in the Dana Biosphere Reserve (Jordan) on 12-13 April 2013. 

14. She stressed that the biosphere reserve model is receiving more and more attention at the 
global level notably in regard to its relevance for promoting sustainable development, such as in 
connection with climate change mitigation and adaptation, urbanization, promotion of green 
economy, eco-tourism, sustainable agriculture, demonstrating the importance of ecosystem 
services and education for sustainable development. She also mentioned that biosphere reserves 
are increasingly also seen as relevant places for promoting peace and non-violence. She 
mentioned in this context the Pan African Forum on “Africa: sources and resources for a Culture of 
Peace”, held in Luanda, Angola, from 26-28 March 2013, organized by UNESCO and the Republic 
of Angola. 

15.  In concluding, the Chair referred to the new MAB and WNBR Strategy for 2014-2021 that is 
expected to guide the Programme on many of these critical issues following the completion of the 
Madrid Action Plan (MAP) in 2013 and suggested to update the Statutory Framework in line with 
this strategy. She noted that good preparatory work had started already on the evaluation of the 
MAP and she expressed her hope that the MAB-ICC would have a substantive discussion at its 
twenty-fifth session both on the evaluation of the MAP and on ideas for the new Strategy. The 
Chair encouraged Member States to participate actively in the evaluation of the MAP and in the 
development of the new Strategy. 

IV. Adoption of the agenda and timetable  

16. After a delegate requested that more time should be allocated to item 8 on the post Rio+20 
opportunities and towards a strategy for 2014-2021, the Council adopted its agenda and timetable 
as proposed by the Secretariat (see agenda appended as Annex 2 to this report).  
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V. Report by the Secretary of the MAB Programme  

17. The Secretary of the MAB Programme introduced document SC-13/CONF.225/4 (see Annex 
3 of this report) on activities undertaken by the Secretariat since the conclusion of the twenty-fourth 
session of the MAB-ICC on 13 July 2012. 

18. The Secretary focused on the growth in the number of biosphere reserves; the finalization of 
the updating of the biosphere reserve nomination and periodic review forms; the establishment of a 
working group on the evaluation of the Madrid Action Plan for Biosphere Reserves; the post 
Rio+20 opportunities and preliminary ideas towards a MAB strategy for 2014-2021; the 
deliberations of the International Support Group (ISG) for the Implementation of the Madrid Action 
Plan; ecosystem related activities including on mountains,  coastal areas and islands and urban 
areas; cooperation with the Stockholm Resilience Centre on biosphere reserves, ecosystem 
services and governance as well as the institutional affiliation with the Elinor Ostrom Award; 
research on resilience and climate change; regional network activities linked to the East Asian 
Biosphere Reserve Network (EABRN), South and Central Asian MAB Network (SACAM), AfriMAB, 
ArabMAB, IberoMAB, REDBIOS and EuroMAB.  

19. The Secretary stressed that the Organization’s present financial difficulties had resulted in 
the suspension or postponement of several planned MAB activities and initiatives. However, he 
was pleased to highlight a good number of initiatives spearheaded by the MAB Secretariat funded 
through multilateral and private sector partners, as well as projects funded by individual Member 
States and through North-South cooperation. He thanked all Member States for their initiatives and 
their support.   

20. After the presentation, eleven delegates and four observers took the floor. All delegates 
warmly welcomed the report of the Secretary on the work of the MAB Secretariat and Member 
States since the last MAB-ICC session and congratulated the Secretariat for implementing 
numerous activities in spite of the difficult financial situation. Delegates also welcomed the fact 
that, particularly thanks to the support of GRULAC, the UNESCO Executive Board recently had 
supported the inclusion of a specific Main Line of Action for the MAB Programme and that its 
working group on the 37 C/5 had ranked MAB as a high priority programme among UNESCO’s 
various programmes and activities. Delegates requested support from other Member States to 
ensure that the budget of the MAB Programme is secured within the next General Conference and 
to make the MAB Programme more visible and known.   

21. In their questions and comments, delegates stressed the importance of biosphere reserves 
for promoting the overarching objective of sustainable development and related issues, notably 
education for sustainable development with reference to the venue of an international conference 
in Japan in November 2014, green economies, ecosystem services, sustainability science and 
climate change mitigation and adaptation. The delegate of Egypt offered to translate into Arabic 
some key documents such as the nomination and periodic review forms. Several delegates also 
referred to the value of transboundary biosphere reserves for international cooperation, peace and 
reconciliation. Several delegates welcomed the project Green Economies in Biosphere Reserves in 
Ghana, Nigeria and the Republic of Tanzania funded by the Korean International Cooperation 
Agency (KOICA) as well as support provided by Germany for AfriMAB and Spain for biosphere 
reserves in different areas of the world. Some delegates welcomed the partnership with the 
Stockholm Resilience Centre and also encouraged increased cooperation with the conventions, in 
particular the Convention on Biological Diversity. Some delegates requested more information on 
activities and cooperation of the MAB Programme with the IPBES platform. Some delegates also 
sought additional information on the financial situation of the MAB Programme and how the lack of 
resources had impacted programme implementation and requested that this information be shared 
in order to ensure that adequate support and budget is provided to the MAB Programme, during 
the forthcoming General Conference.  
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22. The Secretary welcomed the questions and comments, thanking delegates who supported 
the creation of a separate Main Line of Action for MAB in UNESCO’s 37 C/5 document as well as 
the implementation of MAB nationally and internationally. He mentioned that he would revert back 
to the Council later with more detailed budgetary figures while emphasizing that as concerns the 
future budget that it was the prerogative of the Executive Board and ultimately the UNESCO 
General Conference to decide on the overall programme and budget.  

VI. Reports on actions undertaken by Member States/regional and thematic MAB 
networks in the context of MAB 

A. National reports 

23. Prior to the session, the MAB Secretariat had received a good number of national reports 
that it had posted online on the MABNet. At the session, delegates were also invited to make short 
statements on their activities. Several delegates therefore reported orally on their various projects 
and initiatives to implement the MAB Programme and associated challenges, benefits and 
partnerships.  

24. Notably, most delegates referred to their work related to existing biosphere reserves and 
their management with the objective of promoting sustainable development and welfare and 
income opportunities among local communities with a focus on biodiversity conservation and 
sustainable use, interdisciplinary research and monitoring, climate change mitigation and 
adaptation and networking. Several delegates also referred to efforts and processes aiming at 
developing new biosphere reserve proposals.  

25. Actions mentioned included conferences, field projects, publications, institutional, legislative 
and policy reforms, awards to young researchers, establishment of UNESCO Chairs, academic 
courses, training initiatives, public awareness campaigns, as well as bilateral, twinning and other 
networking arrangements.   

26. In order to enhance the quality and credibility of its national biosphere reserve network, and 
ultimately the WNBR, the delegate of the United Kingdom referred to the decision taken by its 
national authorities to withdraw one of its biosphere reserves from the WNBR, since it did not fulfil 
the Statutory Framework criteria and given that there is no local interest in taking further action in 
this regards. The delegate of the United Kingdom invited other delegates to consider, as 
appropriate, this option as well in their future deliberations. 

27. Several delegates noted with appreciation the support they had received from other Member 
States, as well as from the MAB Secretariat. 

B. Networks 

28. Succinct reports were provided on the activities of IberoMAB, EABRN, EuroMAB, AfriMAB, 
ArabMAB, SeaBRNet and the World Network of Island and Coastal Areas. The information 
provided highlighted the rich contributions of the regional and thematic networks for  the 
implementation of the MAB Programme and the Madrid Action Plan, including exchange of good 
biosphere reserve management practices and case studies, joint projects, fundraising, and 
collaborative research on a wide range of critical sustainability issues, such as green economies, 
ecosystem services, climate change mitigation and adaption, and interdisciplinary biodiversity 
research.  

VII. Evaluation of the Madrid Action Plan (MAP)  

29. The MAB Secretary introduced document SC-13/CONF.225/5 that recalls that at its twenty-
fourth session, the ICC underlined that the evaluation of the MAP should be a process to take 
stock of MAP implementation as well as to help shape a future strategy for the future of the MAB 
Programme and the WNBR for 2014-2021, follow up to Rio+20 Conference, green economy, 
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biodiversity conservation, combating desertification and the challenges imposed by climate 
change. In particular, the document provides primarily information on actions taken with regard to 
technically handling the evaluation of the MAP by the MAB Secretariat in close cooperation with 
UNESCO’s Internal Oversight Office (IOS) and the small electronic working group established for 
this purpose consisting of the MAB Bureau and four biosphere reserve focal points/managers. The 
electronic working group had undertaken a ranking of the different MAP actions. 

30.  Two representatives of IOS then outlined the underlying approach and methodology 
proposed for the evaluation process that, as recommended by the twenty-fourth MAB-ICC, would 
mainly be based on “internal” elements, rather than be a fully-fledged “external evaluation ” in order 
to keep costs to a minimum. In short, the evaluation was proposed to  be a hybrid model, based on 
desk study and document review, an internally developed online questionnaire for different 
stakeholder groups, self-assessment, semi-structured interviews and, if possible, a limited number 
of site visits. The process will benefit from the advice of a newly established “reference group” 
consisting of representatives of the MAB secretariat, IOS, and upon approval of the ICC, the 
recently established electronic working group. This approach will ensure a participatory process 
and provide adequate quality assurance. Furthermore an external team of consultants is proposed 
to be involved for data analysis and validation of results.   

31. In the discussion that followed, delegates referred to the importance of involving local 
authorities in the evaluation as key stakeholders. The Council also emphasized the benefits of 
presenting the questionnaires into as many languages as feasible and some delegates recalled 
that some stakeholders might have difficulties to access online questionnaires. Some delegates 
stressed that it would be important to distinguish responses to the questionnaires from those 
respondents that had a long MAB experience from those who were provided by respondents who 
were new to the programme. Some delegates were not in favour of site visits as they would not 
necessarily be representative and a larger number of visits would be too costly. Several delegates 
also inquired about the exact role of the external team of consultants, the coverage of trans-
boundary BRs and the relationship and coordinated timing between the MAP evaluation and the 
process to develop a new Strategy for MAB and the WNBR for 2014-2021 recommending that they 
should be undertaken in parallel.  

32. The MAB Secretary agreed to the importance of using the different working languages and 
invited delegates to consider providing support for translating the questionnaires and the replies 
into national languages, as appropriate, and to indicate stakeholder groups that might require 
having access to hard copies of the questionnaires. He also acknowledged that site visits indeed 
could be costly. He responded that it certainly would be possible to develop the new MAB Strategy 
simultaneously with the MAP evaluation but that the Secretariat initially had thought it would be 
beneficial to have the conclusions of the MAP evaluation prior to the development of the Strategy.  

33. IOS appreciated this initial feedback that reflected important issues to be considered and 
assured that the draft questionnaire would be thoroughly tested before it would be put online and 
that at a minimum, it should be made available in the two working languages of UNESCO, (English 
and French). The IOS representatives also confirmed that respondents will be invited to indicate 
their level of experiences with MAB and biosphere reserves when completing the questionnaire, 
the focus of which will be on the actions ranked as priority by the electronic working group. 
Furthermore IOS agreed that given the complexity of the MAB network, the high number and 
diversity of biosphere reserves, and the budgetary restrictions for the evaluation, site visits cannot 
be representative but could still be considered to a few locations as examples of best practice. In 
terms of time-line, it was proposed that the questionnaire will be ready by the end of October 2013, 
followed by a two-month period (November-December 2013) during which interested stakeholders 
will be invited to complete the questionnaires, the results of which will be assessed in early 2014 
and submitted to the MAB Council at its next session (tentatively mid-2014).  

34. In conclusion, the Council decided that the MAP evaluation should be undertaken as outlined 
but that the work on the development of the Strategy should start prior to the finalization of the 
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evaluation so that a draft Strategy for MAB and WNBR could be presented at the twenty-sixth 
session of the MAB-ICC. The Council also decided to endorse the rankings made by the electronic 
working group (with the amendment that action 6.2 is given medium priority) and to extend the 
mandate and to convert the current electronic working group into a new “MAP evaluation reference 
group”.  

VIII.  MAB and World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) – post Rio+ 20 opportunities 
and towards a strategy for 2014-2021  

35.  The MAB Secretary introduced document SC-13/CONF.225/6, which refers to preliminary 
ideas regarding a future strategy for MAB and WNBR in the context of Rio+20 opportunities and 
based on the result of the evaluation of the Madrid Action Plan (MAP). The Secretary felt that 
biosphere reserves are well positioned to play key roles at the interface of environmental 
conservation, research on human-environment interactions, sustainable development, cultural 
identity, and learning for a sustainable future in emerging international forums.   

36.  Moreover, he mentioned that at the international level, biosphere reserves should be firmly 
embedded in the science/development arena linking science, society and policy. Specifically he 
referred to the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity & Ecosystem Services (IPBES) which 
was established in April 2012 as an independent intergovernmental body open to all United 
Nations member countries, and to the Future Earth Initiative which is a new 10-year international 
research initiative that will develop the knowledge for responding effectively to the risks and 
opportunities of global environmental change and for supporting transformation towards global 
sustainability in the coming decades.  

37.  The Secretary further mentioned that the United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20), held in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil, June 2012) agreed to establish an 
intergovernmental working group to design “Sustainable Development Goals” (SDGs) as 
successors to the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s). These future goals are meant to shape 
a Post-2015 Development Agenda including the notion of “green economy” (i.e. how economies 
can achieve “green growth”) and poverty eradication in the context of sustainable development. 
MAB and its WNBR should be strategically positioned to assume their roles in the international 
development arenas such as regarding environmental sustainability and green economy. 

38.  He also indicated that MAB and its WNBR should continue, as in the past, to be closely 
involved with the work of the three Rio Conventions (Convention on Biological Diversity, United 
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change). He also felt that biosphere reserve could be showcased at the closing conference of the 
United Nations Decade on Education and Sustainable Development (2005-2014), which will be 
held in Japan in late 2014. 

39.  Finally, the Secretary concluded by indicating that many biosphere reserves already respond 
to the concerns of international agreements on the environment and sustainable development. 
Moreover, biosphere reserves embody the multifaceted mandate of UNESCO. Examples were 
given from Ethiopia, Japan, France, Germany, Jordan and Burkina Faso. In this context, the 
Secretary considered biosphere reserves as “mini UNESCOs” on the ground encapsulating the 
goals of UNESCO regarding education, the natural and social sciences, as well as culture.  

40.  Ten delegates and five observer countries and international organizations took the floor after 
the presentation. Many delegates congratulated the Secretary of the MAB Programme for his 
excellent presentation, which gave very detailed ideas about the future perspectives of the MAB 
Programme. One delegate suggested the creation of a working group that should work on several 
issues related to the targets identified by the Rio+20 Conference, which include topics such as 
combating poverty, biodiversity conservation, improving public health, urban environment, energy, 
water availability, and social safety nets. The delegate of Egypt requested an overhaul of the 
Seville Strategy to take into account the Rio+20 Conference and the forthcoming Sustainable 
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Development Goals (SDGs) as well as the Madrid Action Plan and which must contain a vision, a 
mission and emphasize training.   

41. Many countries welcomed very much the idea of referring to biosphere reserves as “mini 
UNESCOs” as they include all aspects of UNESCO mandates such as education, natural and 
social sciences, social inclusion, cultural identity, communication and sustainable development at 
large. 

42. Very strong support was expressed for the work achieved by the MAB Programme in the 
different networks such as REDBIOS, and the use of biosphere reserve within the Associated 
Schools Project Network (ASpnet).  

43.  Some delegates were glad to emphasize the recent decision of the Working Group of the 
Executive Board that gave high priority to the MAB Programme within UNESCO’s programmes. 
They also welcomed the fact that the MAB Programme has its own Main Line of Action in 
UNESCO’s 37 C/5 document. 

44.  Delegates recommended that MAB and WNBR should be well linked to all intergovernmental 
and international endeavours, such as IPBES and the Future Earth Initiative. Moreover, it was 
noted that biosphere reserves should play an active role in the upcoming World Parks Congress to 
be held in Sydney (Australia) in late 2014 as well as in the UNESCO World Conference on 
Education for Sustainable Development 2014 to be held in Japan. A member of the United 
Kingdom delegation presented an initiative called “Assist Social Capital”, which aims to make 
biosphere reserves work on the ground by combining good business practices with community 
benefits. 

45.  Some delegates expressed their gratitude for the support provided by some Member States 
to the MAB Programme through extrabudgetary funding. This support has helped to improve the 
functioning of existing biosphere reserves in developing countries. 

46.  One delegate placed strong emphasis on the cultural aspects in biosphere reserves. The 
observer from IUCN expressed the importance of the interaction of biosphere reserves with sites 
listed on the World Heritage Convention. In this context, mention was made on promoting 
public/private partnerships and one observer delegate invited the MAB Programme to engage in 
topics of sustainable consumption, sustainable lifestyles and education as agreed upon at the 
Rio+20 conference. 

47.  In his reply, the Secretary of the MAB Programme thanked all delegates for their views and 
ideas expressed. He suggested that the MAB Bureau, which is in charge of the evaluation of the 
MAP through the electronic working group, should also be in charge of preparing a draft future 
strategy on MAB and its WNBR in collaboration with the MAB Secretariat. One of the first tasks of 
this group would be to prioritize the ideas received from the MAB Council and to present a draft 
future strategy for the MAB Programme at the next session of the MAB-ICC in 2014, taking also 
into consideration the outcome of the evaluation of the MAP. This suggestion was approved by the 
MAB Council.  

IX. Proposals for new biosphere reserves and extensions/modifications to biosphere 
reserves that are part of the WNBR  

48. Taking into account the recommendations of the International Advisory Committee for 
Biosphere Reserves (11-13 March 2013) and the Bureau’s further deliberations thereon on 27 to 
28 May 2013, the Council took the following decisions concerning approval and deferral of new 
proposals as well as approval of a selected number of extensions and name changes to biosphere 
reserves that are already part of the WNBR: 
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New nominations approved by the Council 

Snake Island-Laotie Mountain (China)  

The Council welcomed this proposal which is located in the west of the Dalian Lushunkou District. 
With a total area of 9,808 hectares this site is unique for its high density of single species of 
Gloydius shedaoensis. This species was listed on the China List of Endangered Animals in 2004. 
There are 307 bird species belonging to 19 orders and 53 families. This is an important area for 
migrating birds and serves as a migratory route for over 10 million birds. 

The Council commended the authorities for the extensive consultative process with respect to 
nominating this site. 

The Council noted with satisfaction that after the Advisory Committee meeting, the Secretariat 
received a clear zonation delineating transition zones for the Laotiesham Mountain and the 
Laohuwie Mountain components of the site after approbation by the related villages to be included 
in the biosphere reserve area. Considering that this updated zonation is totally compliant with the 
Statutory Framework of Biosphere Reserves, the Council decided this site to be approved. 

Macizo del Cajas (Ecuador) 

The Council welcomed the proposal of Macizo del Cajas located in the Southwest part of Ecuador 
from the Ecuadorian Authorities. The Council recognized that the proposed biosphere reserve 
covers a large number of ecosystems ranging from high mountains (4,380 metres in altitude) down 
to coastal and marine areas along the Pacific and that it features two important biodiversity 
hotspots. The proposed site includes the Las Cajas National Park, which is recognized as a 
Ramsar site, and the World Heritage listed City of Cuenca.  

The Council also recognized the fact that the proposed biosphere reserve had a very well 
established zonation system and that the nomination preparation process had involved a large 
number of governmental institutions and several multi-level stakeholder meetings that favoured an 
interdisciplinary and participatory approach that would help guarantee that the proposed site would 
contribute effectively to sustainable development. The Council decided that this site be approved. 

Marais Audomarois (France) 

The Council welcomed the proposal by France. The proposed biosphere reserve is located in 
northern France and comprises the city of art and history of Saint Omer and its wetland designated 
as a Ramsar site. The total surface is 22,300 hectares including 23 municipalities in two 
departments, with 150 permanent residents on the islands. More than 1,700 species of flora, birds 
and fungi were identified comprising more than 1/3 of the aquatic diversity of France. There are 
more than 10 local varieties of vegetables, including cauliflower and chicories. The site is one of 
the two last wetland floating gardens in France, with specific system of wateringues (water 
management units) and is crucial in the prevention and management of floods. It is also a high 
valued place for leisure and tourism with a permanent population of 69,000 inhabitants. The core 
area includes two forest Natura 2000 sites. The Council commended the authorities for the quality 
information as well as for the participatory process with the local inhabitants. 

The Council decided that the site be approved and further encouraged the extension of the buffer 
zones in order to ensure continuity in landscape and zonation as well as continued development of 
partnership between the stakeholders of the different zones and areas. 

Mont-Viso (France) 

The Council welcomed this proposal of a future transboundary biosphere reserve by France and 
Italy which encompasses the French national part named Mont-Viso Biosphere Reserve and Italian 
national part name Area della Biosfera del Monviso.  
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The French part of the Mont-Viso Biosphere Reserve is a glacial cirque surrounded by valley 
floors, with a sunny dry climate. The region therefore has an insular character marked, even today, 
by the presence of many endemic species. Owing to its high-altitude lakes, remarkable landscapes 
forged by pastoralism and rich biological and ecological diversity, it is one of the French Alps’ 
jewels of nature. There are a dozen critical habitats in the area, particularly pine and larch forests, 
open and semi-open environments (such as steppe formations), rock formations and aquatic 
environments (including marshes, wetlands, torrents and mountain lakes). The Mont-Viso 
Biosphere Reserve holds rare and distinctive heritage and natural resources that are maintained 
and preserved by people whose livelihoods have depended on them for thousands of years and 
who set great store by them. The various forms of human activity, such as agriculture, forestry and 
handicrafts, have naturally been adapted to the characteristics of the high mountain terrain. There 
are 25,895 inhabitants distributed among the 21 municipalities in the area, which covers some 
133,464 hectares.  

The Council strongly welcomed the process which will lead to the creation of the Transboundary 
Biosphere Reserve and commended both countries for the activities and the cooperation already in 
place. As a first step to the establishment of the transboundary biosphere reserve, the Council 
recommended the national site to be approved.  

The Council requested that the signed political agreement between the two countries be finalized 
and sent to the Secretariat as soon as possible, possibly by the 37th session of UNESCO’s 
General Conference for the designation of the transboundary biosphere reserve between the two 
countries. 

Great Nicobar (India) 

The Council welcomed the proposal of Great Nicobar from the Indian authorities. The Committee 
noted the high level of pristine diversity in this area and the existence of indigenous communities in 
this area. The area represents the tropical wet evergreen forest type. The fauna consist of 1,800 
species. It was also reported in the nomination document that 200 species of meiofauna have been 
recorded from the coastal habitat. The inhabitants of this proposed area derive a wide variety of 
biological resources from their environment such as medicinal plants and other non-timber forest 
products. 

The Council recommended that the Indian authorities develop a management plan which ensures 
active local community participation. They are further encouraged to submit to the MAB Secretariat 
a flora distribution map. 

The Council decided that this site be approved. 

Area della Biosfera del Monviso (Italy)  

The Council welcomed this proposal of a future transboundary biosphere reserve by France and 
Italy which encompasses the Italian national part named Area della Biosfera del Monviso and the 
Mont-Viso Biosphere Reserve for the French national part. 

The Italian part of Area della Biosfera del Monviso biosphere reserve is located in the Northern 
Alpine region of Italy, at the border with France. It encompasses a variety of ecosystems along a 
an altitude gradient (450 – 3,841 metres above sea level) including the important Monviso 
massive, the Alevè Forest mainly containing Pinus cembra and the Po river basin with the spring 
being located at the Pain del Re (2020 metres), flowing through the entire core area of the 
biosphere reserve. It comprises a total area of 293,916 hectares and includes areas that are 
already part of the Nature 2000 network and Important Bird Areas (IBAs).  

There are 266,474 permanent residents living in the biosphere reserve with a concentrating around 
the lower altitudes and a fast decrease of population in the mountain areas. The area already hosts 



SC-13/CONF.225/11 – page 11 

traditional activities for centuries like agriculture and producing traditional products like wood 
carvings for games, furniture and harps. Especially human activities like high altitude mowing are 
seen as an important cultural component that needs protection as it contributing to high plant 
diversity in Alpine valleys. The site also contains two World Heritage sites.  

The Council strongly welcomed the process which will lead to the creation of the Transboundary 
Biosphere Reserve and commended both countries for the activities and the cooperation already in 
place. As a first step in the establishment of the transboundary biosphere reserve, the Council 
recommended the national site to be approved.  

The Council requested that the signed political agreement between the two countries be finalized 
and sent to the Secretariat as soon as possible, possibly by the 37th session of UNESCO’s 
General Conference for the designation of the transboundary biosphere reserve between the two 
countries. 

Alakol (Kazakhstan) 

The Council welcomed the nomination of this site which is located in the Central Asian–Indian bird 
migration route and is a wetland of world significance and serves as water-birds’ habitat and 
aggregation site. The Council noted that the site is reported as containing 678 species of higher 
plants from 293 genera, 85 families and includes 6 endemic species and 10 sub-endemic species.  

The regional economy is based mainly on agriculture which is composed of plant growing and 
cattle rearing. The Council commended the authorities for having diverse research and educational 
programmes ongoing in the site. The Council noted that the site has a management plan which 
does not cover the transition area. The Kazakhstan authorities are therefore encouraged to 
develop a management plan which includes the transition area and captures the views and inputs 
of communities in that area. The Council requested that the authorities provide a zonation map 
with more detailed legend to confirm whether the blue areas on the original map provided is part of 
the transition zone.  

The Council recommended that this site be approved. 

Ziarat Juniper Forest (Pakistan)  

The Council welcomed this proposal. The Juniper Forest of Ziarat in Balochistan, Pakistan, is one 
of the largest juniper forests of its kind in the world. The Council noted with great interest the fact 
that the juniper forest ecosystem exhibits great biodiversity conservation values and that it is of 
high ecological significance which accrues local, regional and global benefits.  

The Council acknowledged that the site, which covers some 110,000 hectares, provides habitat for 
endangered wildlife species and rich plant diversity, including many plants of high ethno-botanic 
and medicinal importance that are used by the local communities. Furthermore, the Council noted 
that the juniper forest ecosystem provides many other valuable ecosystem services by protecting 
the watersheds in the catchment areas that conserve and sustain provision of water resources for 
various production functions that support livelihoods of the local communities. 

The Council took note with satisfaction that shortly following the meeting of the Advisory 
Committee, the MAB Secretariat received a comprehensive management plan, including improved 
maps for the proposed site which were missing at the time of the submission, and pending for 
approval. The Council considered that the management plan received was taking into account 
various management challenges and opportunities and that the maps were satisfactory. The 
Council considered that the site was meeting the Statutory Framework criteria. The Council 
therefore decided that the site be approved.  
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Gochang (Republic of Korea) 

The proposed Gochang biosphere reserve is located in the south-west region of the Republic of 
Korea . With a total surface area of approximately 671,52 km2 this site (which is also a Ramsar 
designated site) is composed of forest, coastal and freshwater ecosystems. There is great 
biodiversity in particular as the tidal flats are major stopover sites for migratory birds, especially 
longbill and plover. 

The Council welcomed this proposal and noted with great interest the diverse 
development/economic activities which are linked to this site. These range from eco-tourism, 
organic farming, and salt production. 

The Council encouraged the authorities to develop a management plan for this site and to send a 
copy of this plan to the MAB Secretariat as soon as it is completed. In addition information should 
be provided on why the northern side of the Ramsar site is not included in the zonation. 

The Council decided that this nomination be approved. 

Mariñas Coruñesas e Terras do Mandeo (Spain) 

The Council welcomed this submission. The proposed biosphere reserve is located in the littoral 
Cantabric-Atlantic region, covering an area of 116,724.3 hectares (6.508.5 core, 22,118.6 buffer 
zone, 88,097.2 transition area) and has about 190,000 inhabitants. It encompasses two main river 
watersheds, Mero and Mandeo, and contains ecosystems from coastal zones to mountain ranges 
with altitudes of 800m (while most of the area does not exceed 300m), with pristine forests and 
high biodiversity. The proposal involves 18 municipalities from the Galician region which played a 
very active role in the proposal process.  

The proposal includes a detailed Action Plan based on the Madrid Action Plan, covering the three 
functions, a structured management committee, and a general budget for the period 2013-2022. 
Since the proposal fulfills all requirements of a biosphere reserve, the Council decided that this site 
be approved. 

Terres de l’Ebre (Spain) 

The Council thanked the local authorities for the resubmission of this proposal and noted that 
limitations identified in the previous proposal had been overcome by redefining the limits of the 
biosphere reserve leaving outside of the proposed site the nuclear power plants.  

This new proposal covers an area of 367,729.6 hectares (71,697.6 core area, 87,637.4 buffer 
zone, 221,251.1 transition zone), and has a total population of about 190,000 people. The 
proposed site is located in the Catalunya region and includes the delta and the watershed of the 
Ebro River, which is the largest river in Spain in terms of volume. It has a large number of different 
ecosystems ranging from inland to coastal areas. The main part of the land is used for producing 
cattle. This site also has strong support from the local authorities who have already implemented a 
pilot waste management system in the area that could also inspire other sites from the WNBR.  

The proposal also indicates the use of energy based on alternative sources including hydrological, 
solar and wind power energy, respecting biological conservation and landscape values. The 
proposal includes an Action Plan following the MAP, and a preliminary management committee.  

Since this proposal overcame the limitations identified by the Committee in the previous meeting, 
the Council decided that this site be approved and encouraged the authorities to pay attention to 
the conservation function, biodiversity and landscape values in view of renewable energy 
development.  
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Real Sitio de San Ildefonso (Spain)  

The Council welcomed the resubmission of this proposed biosphere reserve and congratulated the 
national authorities for increasing by 2.4 times the size of the proposed site since the previous 
nomination proposal. The area of the proposed site  covers 35,414.50 hectares (5,296.75 core 
area, 13,559.86 buffer zone, 16,557.91 transition zone), and has a population of about 14,000 
people. The increase of the area resulted from the addition of the municipality of El Espinar. The 
biosphere reserve is located in the province of Segovia, 50 km from Madrid and 11 km from the 
city of Segovia. The zonation system is now in line with the Statutory Framework criteria, taking 
into account the comments made by the Council in the previous meeting. The mountain of Valsaín 
constitutes an important woodland area in the country, and is of important ecological, economic, 
aesthetic and social value. Other economic activities developed in the biosphere reserve are glass 
industry, tourism and some small-scale agriculture. This site has several research centres focusing 
on forest research and monitoring activities that will be an important value for the World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves.  

The proposal includes a detailed Action Plan according to the Madrid Action Plan and the 
constitution of a management committee. Considering that this new proposal responds totally to 
the recommendation of the Council in the previous submission, the Council decided that this site 
be approved. 

Nominations recommended for deferral  

Sila (Italy) 

The Council welcomed this proposal by Italy, situated in the Calabria region. The proposed site 
covers an area of approximately 77,173.80 hectares which fully falls within Sila National Park. It is 
located within the only hotspot area of southern Europe with genetic diversity being higher than 
European average and is also part of the Natura 2000 network. The proposed site is part of the 
Mediterranean eco-region and spreads along a gradient of altitudes (1200-1700 metres above sea 
level), which includes five different types of forest ecosystems but also other habitats of interest 
such as grassy areas, moors and peat beds. 

There are around 6,500 residents living within the area of the proposed biosphere reserve spread 
over several municipalities. The population is characterized by elderly inhabitants. Agriculture is a 
historical and long-term activity in the region with nature tourism acquiring a growing importance. 
Tourist facilities also include many environmental education elements. The Council acknowledged 
the quality of this new proposal and recognized the efforts of the Sila National Park to fulfill the 
Statutory Framework criteria. However, the Council noted the lack of clarity on the zoning rationale 
and status. The Council noted the confusion of the status of core areas and buffer zones as 
regards the inclusion of Natura 2000 sites, and regretted that the transition area was not extended 
to the Sila area (zone z outside the National Park). It also noted the lack of information on how to 
ensure the involvement of local communities in the zoning process and in the management of the 
proposed biosphere reserve. The Council decided that this proposal be deferred. 

It recommended to the authorities to submit a new nomination that will integrate the following 
elements: 

– Information on the involvement of local people in the zoning process and their 
participation in the management of the proposed biosphere reserve; 

– Maps showing clearly the different zones and limits of the national park and the limits of 
the biosphere reserve; 

– Clearly outlined functions of the biosphere reserve within the multi-annual economic 
social development plan in progress; 
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– Clearly outlined life and social sciences functions of the biosphere reserve; 

– A clarification on how the development of photovoltaic farms fits with biodiversity 
conservation within the perimeter of the National Park; 

– Clarification on the involvement of local communities of Sila area and how the National 
Park authority will reflect their involvement in the coordination structure clearly 
explaining the position of each entity in this coordination structure. 

Portland Bight (Jamaica)  

The Council warmly welcomed the first biosphere reserve proposal from the authorities of Jamaica 
as an important step for the protection system of their natural capital. The Portland Bight lies in the 
centre of Jamaica’s south coast, west of the capital, Kingston. It covers different island 
ecosystems, including three ranges of coastal hills, coastal plains and the coastal shelf extending 
to the drop-off. The marine area contains mangroves, coral reefs, seagrass beds and wetland 
areas. The mangrove systems of West Harbour are particularly well preserved and extensive. 
There is also a freshwater marsh, one of Jamaica’s rarest and most threatened types of 
ecosystems. This area also includes the Ramsar site of Portland Bight. The site also includes a 
high fishery production site for local fishermen in an area marked by poverty. However, following 
the advice of the Advisory Committee, the Council noted that the proposed site has only a marine 
core area and is not surrounded by a buffer or transition area. The Council encouraged the 
government to submit a new zonation system, including terrestrial core area(s) which need(s) to be 
surrounded by buffer and transition areas.  

The Council decided that this site be deferred and that a new zonation system with the appropriate 
figures should be submitted. The Council again recommended the national authorities to seek 
advice from a member of the Advisory Committee.  

Bioma Pampa-Quebradas del Norte (Uruguay)  

The Council thanked the Uruguayan authorities for this submission. This site is located in the 
Haedo Range connecting valleys. This area includes the southern part of Mata Atlantica and the 
Pampa biomes. This mountain area has a high biodiversity and preserves the Guaranee’s 
watershed. It is the habitat of rare amphibious species like the Urugayana frog (Hyla uruguaya), 
toad of Devincenzi (Melanophryniscus devincenzii) and rattlesnakes (Crotalus durissus terrificus). 
A small number of inhabitants in the site live in rural communities with close ties to the land. 
However, the Council noted that the core area is not surrounded by buffer or transition areas as 
required to protect the core area. The Council requested that the core areas be surrounded by 
buffer and transition areas and the proposal be resubmitted.  

The Council, therefore, decided that this site be deferred and be resubmitted with a respective 
zonation system designed. The authorities are also encouraged to seek advice from a member of 
the Advisory Committee.  

Magaliesberg (South Africa)  

The Council welcomed this very well prepared and documented proposal which lies between the 
cities of Pretoria and Johannesburg in the east and Rustenburg in the west. It covers an area rich 
in biodiversity with a wide variety of topography, landscapes and geology. Endemism of plant and 
animals is high, with a world class for butterflies but also with some ecosystems or species that are 
either endangered or vulnerable, rendering their conservation a key issue. With its four million 
years of history, the proposed biosphere reserve includes the Cradle of Humankind World Heritage 
site which is an important cultural heritage not only for South Africa but for humanity. 

The proposed site lies adjacent to the major Platinum Highway development corridor linking 
Pretoria to Lobatse, where primary activities/land uses are agriculture, mining, urban development, 
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agriculture, and tourism. The Council noted with appreciation that the biosphere management plan 
will reduce the development and impact of the industrial and agricultural activities of the corridor 
and that training activities will benefit youth and strengthen cooperation with the private sector. 

The Council acknowledged that the current proposal does not reflect the planned biosphere 
reserve because the negotiation process to delimit the entire biosphere reserve is still ongoing. 
Therefore, the zonation is not yet complete and a large piece of buffer and transition zones is 
lacking in south and southeast, especially around the related core area. 

The current biosphere reserve proposal includes, in its transition zone, South Africa’s main Nuclear 
Research Centre – Pelindaba, which uses an atomic reactor and a particle accelerator for different 
purposes in nuclear sciences. The Council noted that after the Advisory Committee meeting, the 
Member State sent to the MAB Secretariat additional information on Pelidaba confirming its civil 
research function. However, the Council would like to recall the deliberations of the twenty-fourth 
session of the MAB-ICC where the nomination of the proposed Terres de l’Ebre (Spain) biosphere 
reserve was deferred due to a similar case. The Council reconsidered the proposal in light of 
additional information provided by the authorities about the Nuclear Research Centre and decided 
to defer this proposal. The Council invited the Member State to revise the nomination to present a 
complete biosphere reserve zonation in conformity with the Statutory Framework of the WNBR 
based on consultation with local communities and to exclude the nuclear reactor from the proposed 
area. 

Extension and/or changes in the zonation of Biosphere Reserves  

Ordesa Viñamala (Spain) – extension 

The Council congratulated the Spanish authorities for transforming this biosphere reserve 
nominated in 1977, notable as one of the first Spanish biosphere reserves, considered then just as 
a protected area. In 2000, the recommendation of the Advisory Committee on the Periodic Review 
noted that this site did not fulfill the Seville Strategy, and recommended an extension of the area to 
include the three zones and the local participation in the process of nomination. The present 
proposal satisfies the requirements of the Seville Strategy and can be considered as a post Seville 
Biosphere Reserve. This biosphere reserve is located in the central Pyrenees (Aragón, Spain) and 
contains in the core area the Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park, the natural monument of 
Pyrenees glaciers and the World Heritage site of Pirineos-Monte Perdido, Circos y Cañones. The 
extension also includes the valley and urban areas that surround the core zone protected areas. 
The biosphere reserve covers a total area of 117,364.03 hectares (16,091.9 core area, 
43,759.7 hectares buffer zone, 57,512.5 hectares transition area) and has about 6,000 people. The 
proposal also includes a detailed Action Plan following the Madrid Action Plan, and a structured 
Management Committee.  

The Council encouraged the implementation of the “Advisory Committee” involving the different 
actors of the biosphere reserve. Since the proposal fulfills all requirements of a biosphere reserve, 
the Council decided that the extension be approved. 

Fitzgerald River (Australia) – extension 

The Council acknowledged the proposal for the extension of the Fitzgerald River Biosphere 
Reserve in Western Australia. This site is a first generation biosphere reserve which was 
nominated in 1978. The site is characterized by a very diverse ecosystem and supports various 
species of plant and animal life. 

The Council welcomed the development strategy which supports the human development of the 
local indigenous people. This proposal is a good example of the conversion of a pre-Seville 
biosphere reserve into a fully functional post-Seville biosphere reserve. 
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The Council, however, decided that this extension be deferred and encouraged the authorities to 
resubmit the proposed extension next year with the following documents/information: 

– Zonation map clearly showing the core, buffer and transition zones; 

– Hard copies of the nomination documents with endorsements of the relevant 
authorities; and  

– Information on the number of people living permanently/temporary in the three different 
zones. 

Withdrawal of sites  

49. The MAB Secretary informed the MAB-ICC that following two periodic reviews and 
consultations with stakeholders, the United Kingdom has decided to withdraw Loch Druidibeg 
(approved in 1976) from the World Network of Biosphere Reserves as this site no longer meets the 
criteria set up by the Seville Strategy and Statutory Framework of the World Network of Biosphere 
Reserves.  

50. As decided by the Council, with the addition of 12 new biosphere reserves and one being 
withdrawn, the WNBR is now composed of 621 biosphere reserves in 117 countries including 
12 transboundary biosphere reserves. 

************ 

51. Many delegates expressed their satisfaction for the work done with regards to the 
assessment of the nomination of biosphere reserves to be included in the WNBR so far. One 
delegate suggested that the MAB Council should develop guidelines with regards to the use of 
different energy sources and nuclear waste in biosphere reserves. The delegate of Haiti welcomed 
the new sites and he expressed his hope that Jamaica will also have established one new 
biosphere reserve next year. He also expressed his support for the creation of a sub-regional 
biosphere reserves network in the Caribbean with Cuba, Dominican Republic, St Kitts & Nevis and 
other countries. He also informed the Council that in the next months, Haiti will launch a joint 
project with the Jaragua-Bahoruco-Enriquillo Biosphere Reserve in the Dominican Republic to 
establish a transboundary site. He especially thanked Spain for the support to projects for the 
creation of the La Selle Biosphere Reserve and to a possible future transboundary biosphere 
reserve with the Dominican Republic.  

X.  Periodic review of biosphere reserves and follow-up of recommendations  

A.  Periodic review reports received since the 24th session of International Coordination 
Council 

52. The representative of the Secretariat introduced document SC-13/CONF.225/8 Rev and first 
gave some indications on the 55 periodic review reports received and examined by the Advisory 
Committee. She indicated that 15 periodic review reports were done for the second time and one 
was done for the third time. She also mentioned that the recommendations concerned national 
parts of three transboundary biosphere reserves and that out of the 55 recommendations, 
17 concluded that the specific site was fulfilling the Statutory Framework criteria, 34 were fulfilling 
only partly and four were not fulfilling the criteria and three sites were recommended for 
withdrawal. 

53. Several delegates took the floor after the introduction. Some delegates highlighted the 
importance of the periodic review process for assessing how biosphere reserves are effectively 
functioning and how they meet the criteria. One delegate highlighted the increased consistency as 
regards the recommendations while noting that more than 30 sites were not fully meeting the 
criteria. Some delegates mentioned the need for increased transparency of the periodic review 



SC-13/CONF.225/11 – page 17 

reports, including clear categories for the recommendations, using “traffic light” system, with red 
light for sites that are not meeting the criteria, green light for sites fully meeting the criteria and 
orange light for sites partially meeting the criteria. It was suggested that such a list should be made 
available on internet. One delegate raised concerns about the possibility that some sites are not 
taking the periodic review process seriously and therefore suggested that the ADG/SC sends the 
letter to request the periodic review report to the concerned Ministry, so it will instruct directly the 
sites in its country.  

54. Another delegate mentioned the importance of the periodic review process as well as to 
maintain a flexible approach in the requests to be made by the Secretariat. One delegate raised 
concern about a recommendation for one of the site to be withdrawn and indicated that additional 
information had been provided to the Secretariat and therefore requested that more time would be 
given for the site to send a report by the end of the year. Another delegate raised the issue of 
receiving guidelines from the MAB-ICC as regards changes occurring in a biosphere reserve 
between periodic reviews and new developments such as the creation of hydropower stations. The 
IUCN observer mentioned the willingness to cooperate in this process for exchange of data, 
information checking and communication, using online data and information such as the state of 
conservation at the World Heritage Centre. During the adoption of the recommendations, several 
delegates made comments and provided additional background information and informed that 
actions were being taken to address the recommendations. One delegate enquired about the 
extension process. The Secretariat replied that if extensions changes were important, the 
nomination form was usually used. She indicated that the periodic review process could also lead 
to significant changes since it was a time for reconsidering the objectives of the site and that 
boundaries could be expanded with the adhesion of new municipalities and for taking into account 
the need to ensure the dynamic interaction between the three functions.  

55. The Council then endorsed the periodic review recommendations formulated by the 
International Advisory Committee for Biosphere Reserves as stated below with a slight change for 
the recommendation of Slovensky Kras Biosphere Reserve. 

Riding Mountain Biosphere Reserve (Canada) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed this second periodic review of the Riding Mountain Biosphere 
Reserve, established in 1986. The Advisory Committee noted with satisfaction that the review 
process was undertaken by reviewers selected by the Canadian MAB National Committee and 
local biosphere reserve practitioners. It noted with satisfaction the cooperation with local 
communities, and that this site started as a community project. It also noted with satisfaction the 
quality of the numerous follow-up activities including in the areas of education and communication. 
However, the Advisory Committee noted that the site is still not meeting the zonation requirement 
as there are only two zones with the core area being the national park and noted that there are 
issues as regards the creation of a buffer zone as it seems to be perceived as an extension of the 
park by some stakeholders. The Advisory Committee noted the efforts made to address the 
recommendation made by the MAB-ICC in 2001, but considered that the report is not addressing 
satisfactorily the recommendations. The Advisory Committee therefore considered that the site is 
partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework criteria and thus recommended that the 2001 
recommendations be fully implemented:  

− reinforce the Riding Mountain Biosphere Reserve Management Committee by 
extending its membership to include in particular provincial government agencies and 
First Nations; 

− elaborate guidelines to help this management committee to progress towards making a 
coordination plan for the biosphere reserve; 

− provide a clear zonation map. 
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The Advisory Committee further requested that the authorities design a comprehensive 
management/work plan for the Executive Director as well as for the management board and to 
submit these at the next meeting of the Advisory Committee. It further strongly encouraged the 
biosphere reserve authority to invite and exchange experience and practices with other functional 
biosphere reserves in Canada to work on completing the zonation and to improve communication 
of scientific research to local people and involve them in the research activities. It finally 
recommended that the management authorities address these issues by using the new periodic 
review form.   

Berchtesgadener Land Biosphere Reserve (Germany) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed this second periodic review report from this site established in 
1990. It noted the considerable progress made in the functioning of the biosphere reserve with the 
extension of the site to cover the entire district of Berchtesgadener Land in 2010, a move initiated 
by the municipalities, and welcomed the involvement of new municipalities. It noted that the site 
had been extended from 46,744 hectares to 83,894 hectates. While considering that the site fully 
meets the Statutory Framework criteria, the Advisory Committee encouraged the authorities to 
consider enhancing cooperation with adjacent areas in Austria in view of the possible 
establishment of a transboundary biosphere reserve. It requested the authorities to provide 
detailed information on the sustainable development of maize plantations for biofuel and combined 
heat and power plant establishment. It finally recommended that the biosphere reserve share its 
work in the field of biodiversity conservation, organic farming labeling and education and climate 
change studies with the World Network of Biosphere Reserves, including during the regional 
meetings such as EuroMAB.  

Schorfheide-Chorin Biosphere Reserve (Germany)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed this second report from the biosphere reserve, established in 
1990. The Advisory Committee noted with satisfaction the promotion of sustainable and organic 
farming, the establishment of a register of renaturalization sites and projects that promote 
sustainable development, labeling and scientific research studies. It noted that the primeval beech 
forest of the Carpathians and the ancient beech forest of Germany were established as a World 
Heritage Site in 2011. The Advisory Committee considered that the site satisfactorily fulfills the 
criteria of the Statutory Framework. With regard to the lack of funding, the Committee 
recommended that the authorities may consider participatory monitoring. It encouraged the 
authorities to continue the cooperation with the World Heritage Site and that the biosphere reserve 
be used as an example of management of joint designation and invited them to share their practice 
within the World Network of Biosphere Reserves.  

Spreewald Biosphere Reserve (Germany) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed this second periodic review report for this biosphere reserve 
designated in 1991. It noted with high satisfaction the implementation of the recommendations 
issued in 2003, including the establishment of a joint management strategy for the authorities and 
companies as regards water management in areas where lignite mining and mining rehabilitation 
activities are taking place. The Advisory Committee commended the German authorities for the 
high quality of the periodic review report and considered that the biosphere reserve is fully fulfilling 
the criteria of the Statutory Framework. It finally recommended using the Spreewald Biosphere 
Reserve as a model for the World Network of Biosphere Reserves. 

Sierra de las Minas Biosphere Reserve (Guatemala) 

The Advisory Committee noted the high quality of the first periodic review report of the site and 
welcomed the Guatemalan authorities’ effort for this work. The Advisory Committee noted the 
important activities on conservation and research. The Advisory Committee concluded that this 
biosphere reserve partially fulfills the Statutory Framework criteria. The Committee recommended 
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that the sustainable development function be further strengthened and invited the authorities to 
submit to the MAB Secretariat information thereon by the end of December 2013 together with  
more information about the “recovered zone” and its location within the overall zonation scheme of 
the biosphere reserve. 

Sunderban Biosphere Reserve (India) 

Nominated in 2001, this site of almost 4,262 square kilometers is the largest mangrove forest in 
India and it forms a major portion of the world’s largest delta boasting a rich fauna and flora. 
Notably, the site is the home for the royal Bengal Tiger. The Government is undertaking a tiger 
preservation project as there are concerns about the rapid decrease in tiger count due to poaching 
and other reasons. The Committee noted the administrative and management structure which has 
been outlined in consultation with the local communities. The Advisory Committee welcomed and 
accepted the report and concluded that the site satisfactorily fulfills the Statutory Framework 
criteria. 

Gulf of Mannar Biosphere Reserve (India) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed the report of site, designated in 2001 and located in the 
southeastern part of India close to Sri Lanka. The core area and buffer zone are also a marine 
national park; 21 Islands within the national park constitute the core area and the surrounding 
marine areas are buffer zones.  These Islands are inhabited and strictly protected. About 200,000 
people live in and around the biosphere reserve permanently. Almost 1.4 million people visit the 
biosphere reserve each year for tourism purposes. The Advisory Committee concluded that this 
biosphere reserve is partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework criteria for biosphere reserves and 
recommended that the Indian authorities seek to improve upon the zonation by increasing the 
sizes of the core area and the buffer zone and that they inform the MAB Secretariat by the end of 
December 2013 thereon. 

Komodo Biosphere Reserve (Indonesia)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed the report for this site established in 1977. The Komodo 
Biosphere Reserve is found between Flores and Sumbawa and is famous for its population of 
about 5,000 giant lizards, also called “Komodo dragons” (and the reason why the site is also 
designated as a World Heritage site). The vegetation type is open grass-woodland savannah, 
mainly of anthropogenic origin, with patches of tropical rain forests, monsoon forests and 
mangroves. Apart from Komodo Island, the biosphere reserve also covers Rinca and Padar Island 
as well as numerous islets. It includes one of the world’s richest marine environments with coral 
reefs. The population living in the area has increased rapidly due to migration and illegal logging, 
poaching and unsustainable fishing practices are threats to the biosphere reserve. The Advisory 
Committee noted that there is a management plan in place for the core area (a national park) but 
not for the entire biosphere reserve and that different institutions are responsible for different zones 
of the biosphere reserve with no apparent strong coordination mechanism among them. While the 
Committee commended Indonesia for the report and the conservation work in the biosphere 
reserve, it concluded that the biosphere reserve is only partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework 
criteria for biosphere reserves. The Advisory Committee invited the relevant authorities to consider 
the possibility of establishing an overarching biosphere reserve coordination mechanism and to 
provide information thereon to the MAB Secretariat by the end of December 2013 together with a 
clarification of the rationale for the rectangular zonation patterns of the buffer and transition zones 
of the biosphere reserve. 

Tanjung Puting Biosphere Reserve (Indonesia) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed the report for this site established in 1977. The Tanung Puting 
Biosphere Reserve and national park is situated on the Tanjung Peninsula in the south of Borneo 
and covers swampy areas between Kumai Bay and Seruyan River and large diversity of forest 
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ecosystems, including lowland forest, freshwater swamp forest, tropical heath forest, peat swamp 
forest, mangrove forest, and coastal forest. The core area is constituted of the national park. It is 
also host to very rich species biodiversity including primates, dugongs and dolphins. Illegal logging, 
encroachment and forest fires are some conservation threats. The Advisory Committee noted that 
there is a management plan in place for the core area (the national park) but not for the entire 
biosphere reserve and that different institutions are responsible for the different zones of the 
biosphere reserve with no apparent or strong coordination mechanism among them. While the 
Committee commended Indonesia for the conservation work in the biosphere reserve, it concluded 
that the site only partially fulfills the Statutory Framework criteria for biosphere reserves. The 
Advisory Committee invited the relevant authorities to consider the possibility of establishing an 
overarching biosphere reserve coordination mechanism and to inform the MAB Secretariat thereon 
by the end of December 2013.  

Lore Lindu Biosphere Reserve (Indonesia)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed the report for this site designated in 1977. The Lore Lindu 
Biosphere Reserve and National Park comprises one of the largest remaining mountainous rain 
forests of Sulawesi. It is of high importance from a biodiversity, cultural as well as an 
archaeological point of view. Approximately 90% of the area is mountain forest above 1,000 metres 
altitude, representing most of Sulawesis’ unique mountain flora and fauna. Management 
challenges include migration to the area and increased conversion of forest to rice fields. The core 
area is managed as a national park under the park authority and the buffer and transition zones by 
a multitude of public and private bodies. Challenges facing this biosphere reserve include logging 
and poaching. While the Committee commended Indonesia for the conservation work, it concluded 
that the biosphere reserve is only partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework for biosphere reserves. 
The Advisory Committee invited the relevant authorities to consider the possibility of establishing 
an overarching biosphere reserve coordination mechanism and the development of an integrated 
management plan in order to seek to reduce illegal logging and poaching in the reserve, such as 
through public awareness, education and the generation of alternative income and job 
opportunities, which would seem particularly important in view of the strong migration into the area, 
and to inform the MAB Secretariat thereon by the end of December 2013. 

Siberut Biosphere Reserve (Indonesia) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed the report for this site designated in 1981. Siberut is the largest 
in the chain of four Mentawai Islands situated off the west coast of Sumatra and host to an 
exceptionally high degree of endemism. 65 per cent of the animals are thought to be endemic. 
Lowland dipterocarp rain forest is the principal ecosystem. The area is subject to serious human 
impacts. Actually, the island was once logged-over. The core area is made up of a national park 
and the biosphere reserve in its entirety has a somewhat simple zonation system. While the 
Advisory Committee commended Indonesia for the report and the conservation work in the 
biosphere reserve, it concluded that this site only partially fulfills the Statutory Framework criteria 
for biosphere reserves. The Advisory Committee invited the relevant authorities to consider the 
possibility of establishing an overarching biosphere reserve coordination mechanism and the 
development of an integrated management plan in order to seek to reduce human pressures and 
to promote additional sustainable development initiatives in the reserve and to inform the MAB 
Secretariat thereon by the end of December 2013. 

Gunung Leuser Biosphere Reserve (Indonesia)   

The Advisory Committee welcomed the report for this site designated in 1981. The Gunung Leuser 
Biosphere Reserve and national park covers a vast area of tropical rain forest in northern Sumatra 
with a range of ecosystems: lowland evergreen dipterocarp forest, lower and upper montane rain 
forest, peat swamp forest, forest over limestone, sub-alpine meadows and heathlands, freshwater 
lakes and rivers, and sulphur mineral pools with very high conservation values. The Aceh region 
has been impacted by civil conflicts and the 2004 tsunami. When the area was declared a World 
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Heritage Site, it was immediately put on the list of World Heritage Sites in danger. The biosphere 
reserve faces many problems, such as ecosystem fragmentation and conversion of natural areas, 
and illegal poaching is common and presents many complex management challenges. While the 
Advisory Committee commended Indonesia for the report that transparently covers several critical 
issues and the conservation work in the biosphere reserve, it concluded that the biosphere reserve 
is only partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework criteria for biosphere reserves. The Advisory 
Committee invited the relevant authorities to consider the possibility of establishing an overarching 
biosphere reserve coordination mechanism and the development of an integrated management 
plan in order to seek to reduce human pressures and to promote additional sustainable 
development initiatives in the reserve and to inform the MAB Secretariat thereon by the end of 
December 2013.  

Arasbaran Biosphere Reserve (Iran) 

Designated in 1976, the Arasbaran Biosphere Reserve is situated in the north of Iran at the border 
to Armenia and Azerbaijan in the Caucasus Iranian Highlands. The biosphere reserve includes 
mountains high alpine meadows, semi-arid steppes, rangelands and forests, rivers and springs. 
Economic activities in the biosphere reserve are mainly agriculture, animal husbandry, horticulture, 
apiculture, handicrafts and tourism. While welcoming the report, the Advisory Committee regretted 
the poor quality of the maps, including the fact that core and transition areas were not clearly 
delineated on them. While contributing positively to the conservation objectives of the area, the 
Committee noted that there seemed to be lack of efforts related to education, research and public 
awareness activities linked to the biosphere reserve. In addition, the Committee also regretted that 
there was no management plan established for the reserve and no designated biosphere reserve 
management authority for the biosphere reserve in its entirety. The Advisory Committee concluded 
that this biosphere reserve is partially meeting the Statutory Framework criteria. Therefore, the 
Committee recommended that the relevant authorities in Iran seek to establish a management plan 
and a designated management body for the entire biosphere reserve and that more efforts are 
made on research, education, public awareness and consultations with local people. The 
Committee also asked for better and more detailed maps of the biosphere reserve and its zones. 
The Advisory Committee requested that the authorities provide the requested information by end of 
December 2013. 

Arjan Biosphere Reserve (Iran)   

Designated in 1976, the Arjan Biosphere Reserve is situated in the Zagros Mountains in the 
Caucaus-Iranian Highlands and includes terrestrial as well as water habitats. Due to important 
elevation differences, the biosphere reserve hosts rich plant diversity. People living in the area 
derive their livelihood from agriculture, animal husbandry, carpet sewing and in the transition area 
also in industry. Management challenges include land use changes for agricultural use, 
groundwater depletion, overgrazing and illegal hunting and fishing. While contributing positively to 
the conservation objectives of the area, the Committee noted that there seemed to be a lack of 
efforts related to the education, research and public awareness activities linked to the biosphere 
reserve. In addition, the Committee also regretted that there was no management plan established 
for the reserve and no designated biosphere reserve management authority for the biosphere 
reserve in its entirety. The Advisory Committee concluded that this biosphere reserve is partially 
meeting the Statutory Framework criteria. Therefore, the Committee recommended that the 
relevant authorities in Iran seeks to establish a management plan and a designated management 
body for the entire biosphere reserve and that more efforts are made on research, education,  
public awareness and that consultations with local people are enhanced. The Committee also 
asked for better and more detailed maps of the biosphere reserve and its zones. In conclusion, the 
Advisory Committee noted that this biosphere reserve is partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework 
criteria. The Advisory Committee requested that the authorities provide the requested information 
by end of December 2013. 
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Geno Biosphere Reserve (Iran) 

Dating back to 1976, the Geno Biosphere Reserve is situated in the south of the Zagros 
Mountains. It covers warm and humid region along the coast and arid deserts of central Iran. Local 
communities in the biosphere reserve are mainly engaged in agriculture, animal husbandry, 
horticulture and small industries and tourism. While contributing positively to the conservation 
objectives of the area, the Committee noted that there seemed to be lack of efforts related to the 
education, research and public awareness activities linked to the biosphere reserve. In addition, 
the Committee also regretted that there was no management plan established for the reserve and 
no designated biosphere reserve management authority for the biosphere reserve in its entirety. 
The Committee concluded that this biosphere reserve was partially fulfilling the Statutory 
Framework criteria. Therefore, the Committee recommended that the relevant authorities in Iran 
seek to establish a management plan and a designated management body for the entire biosphere 
reserve and that more efforts are made on research, education, public awareness and that 
consultations with local people are enhanced. The Committee also asked for better and more 
detailed maps of the biosphere reserve and its zones. The Advisory Committee requested that the 
authorities provide the requested information by end of December 2013. 

Golestan Biosphere Reserve (Iran)  

Designated in 1976, Golestan Biosphere Reserve is located in the northern part of Iran as part of 
the Caucaso-Iranian highlands situated in between the sub-humid and semi-arid Caspian regions 
including temperate rain forest, cold winter and semi-deserts and mixed mountain and highland 
systems. A vast variety of habitats and rich biodiversity can be found in the biosphere reserve. 
Golestan offers a great ethnic diversity that gain a living from agriculture, animal husbandry, 
horticulture, industry, silk production and tourism. While contributing positively to the conservation 
objectives of the area, the Committee noted that there seemed to be lack of efforts related to the 
education, research and public awareness activities linked to the biosphere reserve. In addition, 
the Committee also regretted that there was no management plan established for the reserve and 
no designated biosphere reserve management authority for the biosphere reserve in its entirety. 
The Committee concluded that this biosphere reserve was partially fulfilling the Statutory 
Framework criteria. Therefore, the Committee recommended that the relevant authorities in Iran 
seek to establish a management plan and a designated management body for the entire biosphere 
reserve and that more efforts are made on research, education, public awareness and that 
consultations with local people are enhanced. The Committee also asked for better and more 
detailed maps of the biosphere reserve and its zones. The Advisory Committee requested that the 
authorities provide the requested information by end of December 2013. 

Hara Biosphere Reserve (Iran)  

Established in 1976, the Hara Biosphere Reserve is located in the Mehran River delta, it hosts 
important mangrove ecosystems and provides habitat to two globally threatened species: a 
wintering habitat for the pelican Pelecanus crispus, and a regular feeding place for the green turtle 
Chelonia mydas. People in the area are mainly engaged in trading. Additionally, there are some 
palm plantations, animal husbandry, fishing activities and ship construction industries. While 
contributing positively to the conservation objectives of the area, the Committee noted that there 
seemed to be lack of efforts related to the education, research and public awareness activities 
linked to the biosphere reserve. In addition, the Committee also regretted that there was no 
management plan established for the reserve and no designated biosphere reserve management 
authority for the biosphere reserve in its entirety. The Advisory Committee concluded that this 
biosphere reserve was partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework criteria. Therefore, the 
Committee recommended that the relevant authorities in Iran seek to establish a management plan 
and a designated management body for the entire biosphere reserve and that more efforts are 
done on research, education, public awareness and that consultations with local people are 
enhanced. The Committee also asked for better and more detailed maps of the biosphere reserve 
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and its zones. The Advisory Committee requested that the authorities provide the requested 
information by end of December 2013. 

Kavir Biosphere Reserve (Iran)  

Designated in 1976, the Kavir Biosphere Reserve is located in the Anatolian Iranian Desert. People 
in the area earn a living from livestock rearing, agriculture, horticulture and sales of handicrafts. 
While contributing positively to the conservation objectives of the area, the Committee noted that 
there seemed to be lack of efforts related to the education, research and public awareness 
activities linked to the biosphere reserve. In addition, the Committee also regretted that there was 
no management plan established for the reserve and no designated biosphere reserve 
management authority for the biosphere reserve in its entirety. The Advisory Committee noted that 
this biosphere reserve was partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework criteria. Therefore, the 
Committee recommended that the relevant authorities in Iran seek to establish a management plan 
and a designated management body for the entire biosphere reserve and that more efforts are 
made on research, education, public awareness and that consultations with local people are 
enhanced. The Committee also asked for better and more detailed maps of the biosphere reserve 
and its zones. The Advisory Committee requested that the authorities provide the requested 
information by end of December 2013. 

Miankaleh Biosphere Reserve (Iran) 

Established in 1976, the Miankaleh Biosphere Reserve is located at the southeastern part of the 
Caspian Sea. Major habitats include wetlands, inter-tidal mud with sandy shore, shallow marine 
waters, forests, peat lands and agricultural areas. Miankaleh was designated a Ramsar site in 
1975. Local people earn their income from agriculture, horticulture, animal husbandry, handicrafts, 
carpet weaving, traditional poultry farming and tourism. Management challenges include 
overgrazing, illegal hunting, fishing, deforestation, and the spread of villages without management 
plans. While contributing positively to the conservation objectives of the area, the Committee noted 
that there seemed to be lack of efforts related to the education, research and public awareness 
activities linked to the biosphere reserve. In addition, the Committee also regretted that there was 
no management plan established for the reserve and no designated biosphere reserve 
management authority for the biosphere reserve in its entirety. The Advisory Committee concluded 
that this biosphere reserve was partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework criteria. Therefore, the 
Committee recommended that the relevant authorities in Iran seek to establish a management plan 
and a designated management body for the entire biosphere reserve and that more efforts are 
made on research, education, public awareness and that consultations with local people are 
enhanced. The Committee also asked for better and more detailed maps of the biosphere reserve 
and its zones. The Advisory Committee requested that the authorities provide the requested 
information by end of December 2013. 

Touran Biosphere Reserve (Iran)  

Established in 1976, the Touran Biosphere Reserve is located in the Anatolian Iran deserts 
comprising salt, gypsum, stone and sandy habitats and covers both clay lowlands and mountains. 
Communities in the area depend mostly on agriculture, animal husbandry, horticulture and carpet 
sewing. Major human impacts on the ecosystem arise from overgrazing especially by camels, 
illegal hunting and fuel wood harvesting. While contributing positively to the conservation 
objectives of the area, the Committee noted that there seemed to be lack of efforts related to the 
education, research and public awareness activities linked to the biosphere reserve. In addition, 
the Committee also regretted that there was no management plan established for the reserve and 
no designated biosphere reserve management authority for the biosphere reserve in its entirety. 
The Advisory Committee concluded that this biosphere reserve was partially fulfilling the Statutory 
Framework criteria. Therefore, the Committee recommended that the relevant authorities in Iran 
establish a management plan and a designated management body for the entire biosphere reserve 
and that more efforts are made on research, education, public awareness and that consultations 
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with local people are enhanced. The Committee also asked for better and more detailed maps of 
the biosphere reserve and its zones. The Advisory Committee requested that the authorities 
provide the requested information by end of December 2013. 

Lake Oromeeh Biosphere Reserve (Iran) 

Established in 1976, the Lake Oromeeh Biosphere Reserve is situated in the north of Iran and 
belongs to the Caucasus-Iranian Highlands and contains salt flats around the lakeshore, Pistachio 
forests and Artemisia steppe communities on its islands. Other habitats are wetlands, river 
estuaries and sandy soils and coasts. The lake has been designated as a National Park and as a 
Ramsar Site. People in the area engage in agriculture, horticulture, animal husbandry, handicrafts, 
apiculture, mining, business and industry, tourism, Artemisia harvesting, salt extraction and 
hunting. While contributing positively to the conservation objectives of the area, the Committee 
noted that there seemed to be lack of efforts related to the education, research and public 
awareness activities linked to the biosphere reserve. In addition, the Committee also regretted that 
there was no management plan established for the reserve and no designated biosphere reserve 
management authority for the biosphere reserve in its entirety. The Advisory Committee concluded 
that this biosphere reserve was partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework criteria. Therefore, the 
Committee recommended that the relevant authorities in Iran establish a management plan and a 
designated management body for the entire biosphere reserve and that more efforts are made on 
research, education, public awareness and that consultations with local people are enhanced. The 
Committee also asked for better and more detailed maps of the biosphere reserve and its zones. 
The Advisory Committee requested that the authorities provide the requested information by end of 
December 2013. 

General recommendation for Italy 

The Advisory Committee welcomed the periodic review reports from Italy and encouraged the 
Italian authorities to pursue the upgrading of the existing biosphere reserves to meet the Statutory 
Framework criteria, notably by clearly distinguishing between national park and biosphere reserves 
and engaging local communities and stakeholders in a shared vision for sustainable development 
by using biosphere reserve as platform for dialogue and engagement. 

Cilento and Vallo di Diano Biosphere Reserve (Italy) 

The Advisory committee welcomed this first periodic review report of the Cilento and Vallo di Diano 
Biosphere Reserve, designated in 1997. It considered that the site is partially fulfilling the Statutory 
Framework criteria. It noted the extension of the transition area and the change in zonation while 
further encouraging the Italian authorities to better define the three zones of the biosphere reserve, 
especially as regards the proposed expansion of the reserve referred as AMP and the contiguous 
areas of the National Park of Cilento.  

The Advisory Committee requested the Italian authorities to implement the following 
recommendations to:  

− clearly emphasize the education and sustainable development functions of the 
biosphere reserve; 

− develop the management plan for the biosphere reserve with integration of tourism; 

− clarify the coordination between the National Park and the transition area regarding 
implementation of activities and involvement of stakeholders; 

− reinforce the participation of local communities in the management and governance of 
the biosphere reserve; 

− improve the monitoring of the impacts of economic activities on the biosphere reserve; 
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− clarify how the various projects and research activities contribute to the functioning of 
the biosphere reserve; 

− share experiences and practices among the World Network of Biosphere Reserves, for 
example during regional meetings such as EuroMAB. 

The Advisory Committee requested the authorities to send the above mentioned information to the 
MAB Secretariat by December 2013 for it to be examined by the Advisory Committee at its next 
meeting. 

Circeo Biosphere Reserve (Italy) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed this second periodic review report of Circeo Biosphere 
Reserve, designated in 1977. It acknowledged with satisfaction the efforts made since the last 
periodic review report in 2012, in particular the change of the zonation and the increase of the area 
of the biosphere reserve. The Advisory Committee considered that the site is partially fulfilling the 
Statutory Framework criteria by including the three zones in the biosphere reserve that were not 
included during the nomination. The Advisory Committee requested the Italian authorities to: 

− enlarge the buffer zone to farmlands; 

− enlarge transition areas to the rest of the plain where the National Park authorities have 
developed monitoring with others organizations; 

− secure the participation of local stakeholders in the management of the biosphere 
reserve and in the decision-making process of the governance structure; 

− develop a co-management and socio-economic action plans for the biosphere reserve 
and integrate them into the regional master plans; 

− provide explicit and detailed information on how they address the issues of tourism and 
farming; 

− improve the monitoring of the impacts of economic activities and awareness-raising of 
inhabitants including the different social and ethnic groups. 

The Advisory Committee requested the authorities to send the above mentioned information to the 
MAB Secretariat by December 2013 for it to be examined by the Advisory Committee at its next 
meeting. 

Miramare Biosphere Reserve (Italy)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed this third periodic review report of Miramare Biosphere 
Reserve, designated in 1979. It acknowledged with satisfaction the efforts made since the last 
periodic review in 2011, in particular by the change of the zonation of the biosphere reserve and 
the implementation of sustainable development practices. The Advisory Committee considered that 
the site is partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework criteria. The Advisory Committee requested 
the Italian authorities to: 

− develop a co-management plan for the biosphere reserve and support its integration 
into the regional master plans; 

− clarify and reinforce the participation of local communities in the management of the 
biosphere reserve and its governance bodies; 

− clarify how the various scientific research outcomes are contributing to the functioning 
of the biosphere reserve; 



SC-13/CONF.225/11 – page 26 

− improve the social science-based studies integration within the research-monitoring 
functions of the biosphere reserve. 

The Advisory Committee requested the authorities to send the above mentioned information to the 
MAB Secretariat by December 2013 for it to be examined by the Advisory Committee at its next 
meeting. 

Somma-Vesuvio and Miglio D’Oro Biosphere Reserve (Italy)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed this first periodic review report of the Somma-Vesuvio and 
Miglio D'Oro Biosphere Reserve, established in 1997. The Advisory Committee noted with 
satisfaction the important effort to integrate tourism. The Advisory Committee considered that the 
site was partially meeting the criteria of the Statutory Framework and that in order to better fulfill 
the criteria, it requested the authorities to: 

− clarify the action plan to resolve the problem of the unauthorized dumping of waste and 
illegal construction; 

− clarify coordination between the authorities in charge of the different zones; 

− educate and build the capacity of local community to better manage the resources of 
the buffer zone and transition area of the biosphere  reserve; 

− reinforce the integration of biodiversity conservation within the economic activities and 
practices of the buffer zone and transition areas; 

− reinforce the communication concerning the biosphere reserve and its functions; 

− support the integration of the management plan of the biosphere reserve into the 
regional master plan and parks master plan; 

− clarify and reinforce the participation of local communities in the management of the 
biosphere reserve; 

− improve the monitoring of the both ecological and social impacts of economic activities 
especially tourism and urbanization; 

− improve the monitoring of the implementation of the various memorandums of 
understanding; 

− clarify how the various projects and research outcomes are integrated within the 
functioning of the biosphere reserve. 

The Advisory Committee requested the authorities to send the above mentioned information to the 
MAB secretariat by December 2013 for it to be examined by the Advisory Committee at its next 
meeting. 

Ticino Valley Biosphere Reserve (Italy)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed this first periodic review report of the Ticino Valley Biosphere 
Reserve, designated in 2002.  The Advisory committee acknowledged with satisfaction the efforts 
made with regard to the zonation, which protect the core area and the use of the buffer and 
transition areas to promote sustainable development activities. The Advisory Committee 
considered that the site is partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework criteria. The Advisory 
Committee requested the authorities to: 
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− better explain the choice to delineate and extend the biosphere reserve with a  satellite 
of the transition area in the north-west part of lake major; 

− clarify the coordination between the authorities in charge of the different areas 
especially between Lombardy and Piedmont regions; 

− clarify how the different master plans are implemented and are integrating in the 
biosphere reserve, especially as regards to the diversity of Regional Territorial Plans, 
Provincial Territorial Plans, Regional Landscape Plans and Parks’ Territorial 
Management Plans; 

− clarify and reinforce the participation of local communities in the management of the 
biosphere reserve; 

− improve the monitoring of the impacts of economic activities such as farming; 

− share experiences and practices among the World Network of Biosphere Reserves, 
especially with regard to transboundary biosphere reserves. 

The Advisory Committee requested the authorities to send the requested information to the MAB 
Secretariat by December 2013 for it to be examined by the Advisory Committee at its next meeting. 

Issyk Kul Biosphere Reserve (Kyrgyzstan) 

The Committee welcomed the periodic review report for the sites which is located in north-east 
Kyrgyzstan and designated in 2001. The total surface area of the site is 4,311,588 hectares. The 
core area remains strictly protected and is devoid of any activities except for scientific research. 
The local communities derive their livelihood from selling items to tourists, notably handicrafts. 
Tourism has been described as an important source of income for the local people. The Advisory 
Committee concluded that the site partially fulfills the Statutory Framework criteria for biosphere 
reserves. The Committee recommended to the authorities to develop and submit to the MAB 
Secretariat by the end of December 2013, a management structure and plan which includes local 
communities in decision making and resource management as part and parcel of the management 
system of the biosphere reserve.  

Sary-Chelek Biosphere Reserve (Kyrgyzstan) 

The Advisory welcomed this report which is the first periodic review submitted for this site since its 
designation in 1978. Located in north-western Kyrgyzstan, the habitat in this site is characterized 
by juniper stands and dark coniferous forest. Local people derive their income from tourism and 
visitor services, such as horse renting, selling honey and dairy products. While the Committee 
commends the authorities for having delineated a buffer zone for this biosphere reserve, it 
concluded that this site only partially fulfils the Statutory Framework criteria for biosphere reserves. 
The Advisory Committee recommended that the authorities provide the MAB Secretariat by the 
end of December 2013 with a map clearly showing the three zones (core area, buffer zone and 
transition zone) of the biosphere reserve in line with the Statutory Framework. 

North Vidzeme Biosphere Reserve (Latvia)  

The Advisory committee welcomed this first periodic review report of North Vidzeme designated in 
1997. The Advisory Committee commended the authorities for the cooperative consultative 
process for conducting the periodic review, with the involvement of the consultative Board of the 
biosphere reserve, and the engagement of experts as well as the organization of a workshop for 
the celebration of the 15th anniversary of the biosphere reserve with the periodic review process 
being one key item of the agenda of the workshop. It congratulated the authorities for the 
dynamism of the site, including the mobilization of foreign investment for several large international 
cooperation projects, and for the mobilization of NGO’s and stakeholders in the projects and 
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activities of the biosphere reserve. The Advisory Committee considered that the site was fully 
fulfilling the Statutory Framework criteria until 2009, when a change in the governance structure 
drastically reduced the staff and thus compromised the activities and positive dynamics of the 
biosphere reserve. The Advisory Committee expressed its concern about this reduction of staff and 
requested information about the present governance of the biosphere reserve including staffing 
and budget resources. The Advisory Committee recommended that the authorities provide 
sufficient staff to implement the biosphere reserve functions and to ensure appropriate 
management and that the requested information be sent to the MAB Secretariat by the end of 
December 2013.  

Boucle du Baoulé Biosphere Reserve (Mali)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed this second periodic review report and noted the improvement 
in communication resources, research, training and educational activities. However, it noted that 
the link between conservation and development is not well demonstrated. It also noted that the site 
does not fulfill the development function. It recommended that the management of the biosphere 
reserve should involve other stakeholders and especially local communities for whom specific 
programmes should be designed in order to foster sustainable development and to contribute to 
poverty alleviation.  

The Advisory Committee considered that the site was partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework 
criteria. The Advisory Committee requested the authorities to: 

− provide information about the status of the declassified and multiple usage zones; 

− comply with the terminology used for biosphere reserves in naming their zones; 

− include local communities in governance structures of the biosphere reserve; 

− develop a new management plan and to send a copy to the MAB Secretariat upon 
completion. 

The Advisory Committee requested the authorities to send the above mentioned information to the 
MAB Secretariat by December 2013 for it to be examined by the Advisory Committee at its next 
meeting. 

Sierra Gorda Biosphere Reserve (Mexico) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed this report for this site which was created in 2001 covering an 
area of 383,567 hectares in the State of Queretaro (24,803 hectares in 11 core areas, and 358,764 
in the buffer zone). There is no estimation or delimitation of the transition zone. Main economic 
activities in the site are tourism, subsistence farming, mining and oil extraction. There are no 
residents in the core areas and about 86,300 inhabitants in the buffer zone (there is no estimation 
of population living in the area of transition zone). Some 15,000 people visit the biosphere reserve 
every year. An Action Plan for the biosphere reserve was approved in 2000 and a new plan was 
elaborated in 2012 and is presently being revised. The biosphere reserve has an advisory 
committee constituted made up of representatives of the government, environmental institutions, 
NGOs, the academic sector, and local organizations. The Advisory Committee observed that this 
site satisfactorily fulfills the Statutory Framework criteria for biosphere reserves. However, as the 
transition zone is not delineated, the Advisory Committee recommended that the authorities 
indicate and clearly map the delineation of the area of the transition zone and implement 
sustainable development projects in this area. 

Montes Azules Biosphere Reserve (Mexico)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed the report for this site, the second periodic review following its 
designation in 1979. The biosphere reserve covers an area of 331,200 hectares in the Lacandona 
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forest, State of Chiapas. The transition zone is estimated at 113,719 hectares. The buffer zone has 
a population of 29,700 people and the transition 35,000. The biosphere reserve has an Action Plan 
approved in 2000, which is currently under revision. The biosphere reserve has an advisory 
committee composed of representatives of academia, NGOs, the government and local 
communities. Main economic activities are tourism, subsistence farming and fishing. While the 
Advisory Committee concluded that the site satisfactorily fulfills the Statutory Framework criteria for 
biosphere reserves, it noted that the recommendations following the first periodic review report to 
define more clearly the zonation of the reserve and to explore the possibility of an extension of the 
reserve by including the Lakanatua and Cojuluta protected areas, have not been pursued as no 
submission for an extension had been made. The Advisory Committee therefore, recommends that 
the authorities submit to the MAB Secretariat by the end of December 2013, an updated map of 
the biosphere reserve that clearly indicates the zonation of the transition area, and that sustainable 
development projects be implemented in this area.   

Mapimí Biosphere Reserve (Mexico)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed the second periodic review report on the Mapimi Biosphere 
Reserve, designated in 1977 and extended in 2000 from initially comprising only a protected area 
of 20,000 hectares to a much larger area of 342,387 hectares through the inclusion of 
municipalities of the states of Durango, Coahuila, and Chihuahua. The biosphere reserve is 
situated in a dry area in north-eastern Mexico with an estimated population of 407 people living in 
the buffer zone and 45,000 people in the transition zone. Main economic activities include cattle 
rearing, subsistence farming, tourism, and salt exploitation. The biosphere reserve had an Action 
Plan approved in 2006, for the period 2007-2011 including programs for biodiversity conservation, 
management, restoration, knowledge, and culture. The biosphere reserve has an advisory 
committee consisting of 27 members from local communities, the government, civil society, the 
private sector and academia. While the Advisory Committee concluded that this site satisfactorily 
fulfills the Statutory Framework criteria for biosphere reserves, it noted that the recommendations 
following the first periodic review to clarify the zonation and the status of an agreement with the 
private sector had not been fully pursued. In this report it is clarified that the biosphere reserve 
follows the legislation established in Mexico for biosphere reserves but it lacks details about the 
delineation of the transition area. The Advisory Committee therefore recommended to the 
authorities to submit to the MAB Secretariat by the end of December 2013, an updated map of the 
biosphere reserve that clearly indicates the delimitation of the transition area, and that sustainable 
development projects be implemented in this area.   

El Cielo Biosphere Reserve (Mexico)   

The Advisory Committee welcomed the second periodic review for this biosphere reserve 
established in 1986 in the State of Tamaulipas, north-east Mexico, with a total area of 232,715 
hectares. Principal economic activities in the site are tourism and subsistence agriculture. This 
biosphere reserve has an Action Plan that currently is being revised for approval in 2013, which 
includes programmes on biodiversity protection, management, restoration, knowledge, and culture. 
The biosphere reserve has an administrative council composed by government officials and 
representatives of local communities. During the review of the first report, the Advisory Committee 
recommended to the authorities to clearly identify the three zones of the reserve, including the 
transition zone, and to ensure legal protection of the core zones, as well as to improve the 
participation of local communities in the activities carried out in the biosphere reserve. The second 
report clearly mentions a management committee, with representation of government, NGOs, 
academia and community representatives. The Advisory Committee concluded that the biosphere 
reserve satisfactorily fulfills the Statutory Framework criteria for biosphere reserves and its Action 
Plan responds to the three functions of biosphere reserves.  
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Sierra de Manantlán Biosphere Reserve (Mexico) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed the report which it viewed as being of high quality notably in 
terms of follow-up actions taken on the recommendations made following the examination of the 
first periodic review report from this site which was designated in 1988, in particular the improved 
mapping of the transition zone. Located in the states of Jalisco and Colima, with a core and buffer 
zone of 139,570 hectares and a transition area of 557,143 hectares. In 1999, the buffer zone had 
30,700 people which was reduced to only 8,860 in 2010. The transition area had 353,413 people in 
1999 and 691,901 in 2010. The most important economic activities are subsistence agriculture and 
tourism. The biosphere reserve had a five-year Action Plan approved in 2000 and a new plan is 
currently under review. Like other biosphere reserve in Mexico, Sierra de Manantlán is receiving 
support from the government and other sources. The biosphere reserve has an advisory 
committee made up of representatives of two universities, NGOs, government officials, and of 32 
communities. While concluding that the biosphere reserve satisfactorily fulfills the Statutory 
Framework criteria for biosphere reserves, the Advisory Committee recommended to the 
authorities to seek to encourage the implementation of sustainable development projects in the 
transition area of the site and to inform the MAB Secretariat thereon by the end of December 2013. 

“W” Region Biosphere Reserve (Benin/Burkina Faso/Niger)  

The Advisory Committee acknowledged receipt of the periodic review of the Niger part of the W 
transboundary Biosphere Reserve. This is the first periodic review since “W” was designated in 
1996, before being extended to a transboundary biosphere reserve with Benin and Burkina Faso in 
2002. Due to the lack of information and documentation, the Advisory Committee was not able to 
assess if the Niger part of the “W” Region Biosphere Reserve fulfilled the Statutory Framework 
criteria. The Advisory Committee particularly noted the lack of relevant information in the maps 
provided which do not give a proper biosphere reserve zonation. The Committee recommended 
that the authorities undertake the periodic review of the transboundary biosphere reserve which 
was due in 2012 in close collaboration with the authorities in Benin and Burkina Faso. This periodic 
review should use the periodic review form for transboundary biosphere reserves and be very well 
documented in order to allow the Advisory Committee to evaluate the fulfillment of the Statutory 
Framework. It recommended that the periodic review should address transboundary issues and 
especially the coordination mechanisms between national and transboundary levels. The Advisory 
Committee recommended that the joint periodic review for the transboundary biosphere reserve be 
sent to the MAB Secretariat by end of December 2013 to be examined at its next meeting 

Bosque Mbaracayú Biosphere Reserve (Paraguay)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed this first periodic review report from the Paraguayan 
authorities. The Advisory Committee appreciated the quality of the report on the activities 
implemented since the nomination of the site in year 2000. The Committee noted the new areas of 
the buffer and transition zones and the establishment of the Management Committee of the 
biosphere reserve in 2006 and the conservation function of the site. While concluding that the 
biosphere reserve satisfactorily fulfills the Statutory Framework criteria for biosphere reserve, the 
Committee recommended that the sustainable development function be further strengthened.  

Poland: General recommendation  

The Advisory Committee welcomed the periodic review reports from Poland and encouraged the 
Polish authorities to pursue the upgrading of the existing biosphere reserves to meet the Statutory 
Framework criteria, notably by clearly distinguishing between national parks and biosphere 
reserves, and by increasing the involvement and engagement of local communities and 
stakeholders in a shared vision for sustainable development by using biosphere reserves as 
platforms for dialogue and concertation and by reinforcing cooperation, joint work and planning 
with the neighboring countries within its numerous transboundary biosphere reserves. 
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Babia Gora Biosphere Reserve (Poland)   

The Advisory Committee welcomed this second periodic review report of the site, designated in 
1976 and extended in 1997 and 2001. The first periodic review took place in 2000. The Advisory 
Committee congratulated the authorities for the implementation of the recommendation on the 
extension of the biosphere reserve and the inclusion of a transition zone to improve the 
development function. The Committee considered that the site is partially fulfilling the Statutory 
Framework criteria. It requested clarification on the zonation regarding the satellite core areas and 
how these areas can be connected to the rest of the biosphere reserve. It requested the authorities 
to clarify the forestry activities in the buffer and transition areas and to define sustainable forestry. 
It also requested to receive further explanation on how private landowners are participating in the 
management of the biosphere reserve. It requested the Polish authorities to:   

− prepare and implement a management plan for the whole area, involving local 
stakeholders; 

− encourage the Polish authorities to pursue their efforts towards an agreement with the 
Slovak authorities in view of the establishment of a transboundary biosphere reserve; 

− increase interaction and exchanges with the World Network of Biosphere Reserves.   

The Advisory Committee requested the authorities to send the above mentioned information to the 
MAB Secretariat by the end of December 2013 for it to be examined by the Advisory committee at 
its next meeting. 

Bialowieza Biosphere Reserve (Poland) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed the second periodic review of Bialowiesza Biosphere Reserve, 
established in 1976 and extended in 2005. The first periodic review was done in 1998. The 
Advisory Committee considered that the biosphere reserve is partially fulfilling the Statutory 
Framework criteria, through a strong conservation function but considerable weak logistics and 
development functions and that the biosphere reserve is therefore not yet fully operational. The 
Advisory Committee recommended the authorities to: 

− establish an institution with a coordinating function for the entire biosphere reserve that 
will involve participation of stakeholders and inhabitants; 

− provide a copy of the biosphere reserve management plan or a detailed outline thereof; 

− describe activities related to the biosphere reserve and how the recommendation on 
the management plan of the previous periodic review have been taken into account; 

− clarify how they try to cooperate with the Belovezkhskaya Pushcha Biosphere Reserve 
in Belarus; 

− clarify how the development and logistic functions of the biosphere reserve will be 
strengthened. 

The Advisory Committee strongly encouraged the biosphere reserve to use the World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves for sharing experience and practices and requested to receive all information 
related to the above mentioned clarifications by the end of December 2013. 

East Carpathians Biosphere Reserve (Poland/Slovakia/Ukraine) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed this periodic review report from the Polish part of the 
transboundary biosphere reserve (TBR) with Slovakia and Ukraine, established in 1998. The 
Advisory Committee considered that the national site is partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework 
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criteria. It noted the lack of a management plan as well as a coordinator for the site, both at 
national level and for the TBR parts, and that there is no office or coordination in place for the 
biosphere reserve. The Committee also noted that there is no indication on a plan to address these 
issues. It considered that the logistics and development functions are weak but with a good 
potential for their improvement in the short term. It further noted that the scientific research 
activities are very weak and that they need considerable improvement including information 
dissemination and sharing internationally. The Advisory Committee recommended that the periodic 
review should be done in cooperation with Slovakia and Ukraine, using the updated transboundary 
periodic review form. It further requested the strengthening of the development and logistics 
functions of the reserve, as well as of local involvement and participation and encouraged a more 
active participation of the reserve in the World Network of Biosphere Reserves. The Advisory 
Committee requested the authorities to send the requested information, including the joint 
transboundary biosphere reserve report to the MAB Secretariat by the end of December 2013 for it 
to be examined by the Advisory Committee at its next meeting. 

Puszcza Kampinoska Biosphere Reserve (Poland)   

The Advisory Committee welcomed this periodic review report for the biosphere reserve, 
designated in 2000. The Advisory Committee noted however that while the conservation function 
was fully implemented, the development and logistics functions are weak. It also noted that the 
activities described are mainly focusing on the core area and in relation to the Kampinos Park. The 
Committee further noted that there is no integrated management plan of the biosphere reserve, 
neither coordination nor involvement of local communities and no vision for the biosphere reserve. 
It also noted that there is no indication that measures are being taken to address these 
weaknesses and issues. The Advisory Committee therefore considered that the site is not fulfilling 
the Statutory Framework criteria and requested that the authorities may wish to consider 
withdrawing the Puszcza Kampinoska Biosphere Reserve from the World Network of Biosphere 
Reserves.   

Slowinski Biosphere Reserve (Poland) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed this second periodic review report provided by the biosphere 
reserve, designated in 1976. The Committee noted that the conservation function is well addressed 
but also noted that threats may be arising from the establishment of hydroelectric power stations 
and wind power installations. The logistics and development functions are weak and no 
involvement of local communities is described. The Advisory Committee, therefore, recommended 
that the authorities undertake to: 

− provide a thorough study on the possibilities to sustainably combine hydroelectric 
power station and wind power with the conservation function of the reserve; 

− develop international partnerships and scientific exchange to enhance diffusion and 
dissemination of scientific results; 

− provide a copy of the management plan or a detailed outline thereof; 

− improve the involvement of local communities in the management and overall 
functioning of the biosphere reserve; 

− participate in the World Network of Biosphere Reserves, including through twinning 
with other biosphere reserves. 

The Advisory Committee requested that the additional information and clarifications be sent to the 
MAB Secretariat by the end of December 2013.  
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Tatra Biosphere Reserve (Poland/Slovakia)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed the periodic review of Poland for this biosphere reserve 
designated in 1992, which is part of the transboundary biosphere reserve with Slovakia. The 
Advisory Committee noted that the zonation is in place, as well as the existence of a management 
plan which was mainly targeted towards conservation and forest management. It noted that the 
development and logistics functions are weak and that there is no staff for the biosphere reserve.  
It also noted that the site is a high tourist destination. The Advisory Committee considered that the 
site is partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework criteria. The Committee requested that information 
be provided on the governance and coordination of the biosphere reserve including involvement of 
local communities and mechanism for consultation. The Advisory Committee recommended that 
the periodic review should be done in cooperation with Slovakia, using the updated transboundary 
periodic review form.  It further encouraged a more active participation of the site in the World 
Network of Biosphere Reserves. The Advisory Committee requested the authorities to send the 
requested information, including the joint transboundary biosphere reserve report to the MAB 
Secretariat by the end of December 2013 for it to be examined by the Advisory Committee at its 
next meeting. 

Jeju Island Biosphere Reserve (Republic of Korea) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed the submission of the periodic review report for the Jeju Island 
Biosphere Reserve which was designated in 2002. Four special habitats and several economic 
important plant species are described in the report. The island attracts about 3.5 million visitors per 
year. Beside tourism, agriculture is also an important economic activity. The Committee 
encouraged the authorities to continue recognizing the values of the biosphere reserve for 
sustainable development and ecosystem conservation. The administrative authority in Jeju needs 
to focus on describing the trends of species, habitats, research and developments to show the 
difference between the past and the present. The authorities are also encouraged to support the 
economic activities of the women divers in the biosphere reserve. The Advisory Committee 
concluded that this site satisfactorily fulfills the Statutory Framework criteria. 

Mount Sorak Biosphere Reserve (Republic of Korea) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed the submission of this second periodic review report for the 
Mount Sorak Biosphere Reserve designated in 1982. The zonation of this biosphere reserve 
remains the same as when it was first nominated. The Committee noted the increase in the 
number of visitors that are received annually to the biosphere reserve. A management plan was 
developed for the area in 2006. The Committee concluded that this site partially fulfills the 
Statutory Framework criteria. The Advisory Committee accepted this periodic report and 
recommends that the size of the transition zone should be increased to surround the buffer zone. 

Smolensk Lakeland Biosphere Reserve (Russian Federation) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed this periodic review from the biosphere reserve designated in 
2002. The Advisory Committee considered that the site is partially fulfilling the criteria of the 
Statutory Framework. The Advisory Committee commended the authorities on the efforts made for 
making the biosphere reserve functional and for work with local communities. The Advisory 
Committee encouraged the authorities to promote participatory approach in decision making 
processes, to conduct socio-economic studies and to share their work in the World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves. The Advisory Committee recommended that the authorities provide by the 
end of December 2013 the following information:  

− description of activities in each biosphere reserve zone and areas; 

− description of the radiation monitoring and data linked to the possible establishment of 
nuclear plant facility in the vicinity of the biosphere reserve; 
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− description of modern principles for sustainable farming and its implementation in the 
reserve. 

Ugra Biosphere Reserve (Russian Federation) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed this periodic review from the biosphere reserve, designated in 
2002. The Advisory Committee considered that the site is partially fulfilling the criteria of the 
Statutory Framework. It noted that the conservation function is being realized. The Advisory 
Committee encouraged the authorities to promote participatory approaches in decision-making 
processes, as well as exchange practices within the World Network of Biosphere Reserves. The 
Advisory Committee further recommended that the authorities foster the sustainable development 
objectives in the field of agriculture, tourism and education and to conduct socio-economic studies. 
The Advisory Committee requested that the authorities provide by the end of 2013 the following 
information to the MAB Secretariat: 

− description of the current status and monitoring of the indicators of the state of the 
environment, specifically with regard to the electromagnetic field levels and their 
possible health hazards to people and impacts on nature. 

Darvinskiy Biosphere Reserve (Russian Federation)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed this periodic review from the biosphere reserve designated in 
2002.  The Advisory Committee considered that the site is not fulfilling the criteria of the Statutory 
Framework. The Advisory Committee acknowledged the high degree of biodiversity in this site and 
the importance of the conservation function. The Advisory Committee recommended that the 
authorities provide by the end of December 2013 the following information to the MAB Secretariat: 

− all documents of the report in one the working languages of UNESCO (English or 
French); 

− clear zonation for the three zones including zonation map, rationale, description of 
activities in each zone, exact number of people living in each zone, maps with locations 
of towns and settlements and clear delineation of transition zone; 

−  description of industrial activities in Cherepovets and monitoring of their impacts; 

− presentation of the management plan for the biosphere reserve with description of its 
governance; 

− strategies for sustainable development, communication and public awareness, and 
participatory process of local population; 

− identification of key stakeholders and process for cooperation with managers of 
Rybinski reservoir – hydropower station; 

− Increased participation in the World Network of Biosphere Reserves, and in 
international cooperation in climatic change research, environmental impact 
assessment of water accumulation. 

The Advisory Committee recommended that in the case that all the above-mentioned information 
cannot be provided by the end of December 2013 that the authorities may then wish to consider 
withdrawing the Darvinskiy Biosphere Reserve from the World Network of Biosphere Reserves.  
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Polana Biosphere Reserve (Slovakia)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed this second periodic review report from the biosphere reserve, 
established in 1990. The Advisory Committee noted that the conservation function is strong and 
that all staff are dedicated to the conservation function of the site. It also noted that local 
communities are not part of the governance structure and decision-making of the biosphere 
reserve. The Advisory Committee noted that no socio-economic research is planned, and that the 
management plan needs to be updated. The development function is weak and the tourism 
revenues do not seem to be benefiting the biosphere reserve. It further noted the poor 
communication between the different institutions and lack of coordination within the site. The 
Advisory Committee considered that the site is partially fulfilling the Statutory Framework criteria. 
The Advisory Committee recommended to the authorities to: 

− increase cooperation with the tourism sector to better capture/benefit from this activity; 

− improve the capacity to plan and coordinate research with a participatory approach 
particularly socio-economic; 

−  improve the management towards a more integrative approach; 

− enhance support for the biosphere reserve to enable better participation in the Network 
at the national and international levels; 

− improve local participation and economic development within and around the biosphere 
reserve, supported by socio-economic research. 

It finally noted with concern that the biosphere reserve seems to have decreased in size since the 
last recommendation issued in 2001. 

Slovensky Kras Biosphere Reserve (Slovakia)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed the second periodic review of this biosphere reserve 
established in 1977. It noted the high degree of biodiversity and its excellent status. It noted that 
the management is only in the hands of state nature conservancy and that main activities are 
concentrated in the forest sector in the core area. It noted that there is no participation of local 
communities, and no community involvement. It observed that tourism is important and managed 
by different sectors but that there seems to be no tourism benefits directed to the biosphere 
reserve management. It also noted the lack of financial resources. It further noted that the issues 
raised during the last periodic review report have not been addressed and that recommendations 
made in 1998, such as on the need for an administration office, the increase of staff resources and 
cooperation with Hungary were not fulfilled. In view of the many obstacles described and lack of 
perspectives to improve the situation, the Advisory Committee recommended to the authorities to 
consider the withdrawing of the Slovensky Kras Biosphere Reserve from the World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves. 

Waterberg Biosphere Reserve (South Africa) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed the first periodic review report submitted by the Waterberg 
Biosphere Reserve authorities and acknowledged the efforts made in particular in rezoning and 
enlarging the site. The Advisory Committee noted that it fulfills the criteria in line with the Seville 
Strategy and Statutory Framework of biosphere reserves. The new proposed zonation system 
protects the core area very well. The core, buffer and transition areas are mainly used to promote 
sustainable development activities mostly based on tourism. The Advisory Committee recognized 
the quality of the management coordination process and the design of the management body. The 
Committee recognized the value of research done in this area and the involvement of the local 
communities in the governance of the biosphere reserve. The Advisory Committee requested the 
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authorities to provide updated information related to the newly extended biosphere reserve 
perimeter and to clarify the zonation of the transition area that is split into two categories and it 
recommended the use of one category for the transition zone. With regard to the new zonation 
proposal, the Committee noted that 70% of the core area is under land claims. Therefore, the 
Committee requested the authorities to explain how they will deal with the expected changes in the 
composition and functioning of the zones and recommended that the rezoning process take the 
land claims process into account. The Advisory Committee requested that the authorities clarify 
how tourism activities impact on sustainable development issues related to water consumption, 
electricity, and waste management. In this regard, the Advisory Committee strongly encouraged 
the authorities to explore the possibility of establishing a mechanism for the financial support of the 
tourism industry to the management of the biosphere reserve. The Committee requested the 
authorities to provide information on how the biosphere reserve management plan is integrated in 
various projects and conservation plans and to send a copy of the management plan of the 
biosphere reserve to the MAB Secretariat by December 2013. The Advisory Committee 
encouraged the management authorities of the Waterberg Biosphere Reserve to contact the South 
African MAB national committee in order to organize a meeting, in close collaboration with the 
MAB Secretariat, to raise the profile of Biosphere Reserves within the South African Government, 
as well as within the provincial and local governments. 

Kruger to Canyons Biosphere Reserve (South Africa)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed the first periodic review report submitted by the Kruger to 
Canyons Biosphere Reserve authorities. The Advisory Committee acknowledged that the 
authorities recognized that public participation needs to be improved and related funds be secured. 
The Committee noticed that the core area was very well protected by the zonation system but 
stressed that mining and farming uses of the buffer and transition areas do not promote 
sustainable development activities and participatory based conservation. The Committee 
recognized the support from the scientific research done in this area and the willingness to involve 
the local communities within the management and governance process of the biosphere reserve. 
While acknowledging the efforts made so far, the Advisory Committee noted that the biosphere 
reserve partially met the criteria in line with the Seville Strategy and Statutory Framework of 
biosphere reserves. The Advisory Committee recommended that the authorities pursue their effort 
to improve public participation through a membership drive, projects and elected representatives 
from the communities onto the Board and to improve involvement of local communities in 
education programs to increase social capital and local capacity through ICDP approach. The 
Committee requested the authorities to clarify how the management body deals with both the 
ecological and social changes linked to land claims on several parts of the biosphere reserve; this 
situation may lead to the possibility of rezoning. The Committee invited the authorities to consider 
their progressive integration in the development of Mega parks approach and trans-boundaries 
initiatives in this area. The Committee requested the authorities to send a copy of the action plan of 
the biosphere reserve to the MAB Secretariat. The Committee invited the South African MAB 
national committee and the MAB Secretariat to help the K2CBR to secure funding to implement its 
action plans. The Advisory Committee requested that the authorities provide the requested 
information by end of December 2013. 

Redes Biosphere Reserve (Spain)  

The Advisory Committee welcomed the first periodic review report from this biosphere reserve 
which was created in 2001 and located in the municipalities of Caso and Sobrescobio in the 
“principado” of Asturias and part of the Cantabric region. It covers a total area of 37,736 hectares 
and has about 2,700 people. The main economic activities in the reserve are tourism, agriculture, 
cattle rearing and regulated hunting. The zonation of the reserve follows the Seville 
recommendations and the three functions of the biosphere reserve are well identified. There is 
intense participation of local communities. The biosphere reserve coincides with the Natural Park 
of Redes. The Action Plan of the Reserve covers the three functions of the biosphere reserve. A 
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management committee exists which is made up of authorities, the scientific community and local 
actors. It is important to note however, that because the biosphere reserve coincides with the 
Natural Park, the site is more known as a Natural Park than as a biosphere reserve. While the 
Advisory Committee concluded that this site satisfactorily meets the Statutory Framework criteria 
for biosphere reserves, it recommended that the authorities should submit to the MAB Secretariat 
by the end of December 2013 a map showing all biosphere reserves located in the Great Cantabric 
region in order to get an overview of how they relate to the zonation of this biosphere reserve. It 
also recommended that increased actions should be undertaken to enhance the visibility of the 
biosphere reserve through communication, education and public awareness activities, using 
media, special events and advertising. 

Isla de El Hierro Biosphere Reserve (Spain) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed the report and noted its high quality. The Committee 
highlighted the successful project described in the report named El Hierro 100% sustainable 
focusing on sustainable energy, fishery management, ecological agriculture, sustainable transport 
and species conservation. The Advisory Committee concluded that the site fully fulfills the 
biosphere reserve criteria and suggested that several of the achievement made by the Isla de El 
Hierro Biosphere Reserve could be very good examples to inspire other sites within the World 
Network of Biosphere Reserves. 

Bañados del Este Biosphere Reserve (Uruguay) 

The Advisory Committee welcomed this report, the second for the site, submitted by the 
Uruguayan authorities. The Advisory Committee noted that the conservation function is well 
developed and that valuable research is undertaken in the site. Nevertheless, the Advisory 
Committee concluded that this site only partially fulfills the Statutory Framework criteria for 
biosphere reserves. The Advisory Committee recommended that a management structure to 
coordinate the activities of the biosphere reserve be designated and that information thereon 
should be submitted to the MAB Secretariat by the end of December 2013, together with a map 
with a clear zonation system for the biosphere reserve, as well as information on how the 
sustainable development function of the biosphere reserve could be strengthened. 

B.  Exit strategy 

56. The representative of the Secretariat introduced document SC-12/CONF.224/7. She 
indicated that 287 biosphere reserves had submitted a periodic review report so far. Out of these 
287 biosphere reserves, 78 biosphere reserves are due to undertake a second or third periodic 
review. There are 112 biosphere reserves that have never done a periodic review. She further 
specified that nine countries have never done any periodic review for any of their biosphere 
reserves (concerning 60 biosphere reserves).  

57. She informed the Council that to date, 357 periodic review reports had been submitted within 
the World Network of Biosphere Reserves. 219 biosphere reserves had submitted one report, 65 
biosphere reserves submitted two reports and three biosphere reserves submitted three reports. 
She explained that out of 287 biosphere reserves that have done a periodic review, 6 biosphere 
reserves are fully meeting the criteria and are considered as model to be shared within the WNBR. 
80 biosphere reserves are meeting the criteria, 138 are partly meeting the criteria, 55 biosphere 
reserves are not meeting the criteria and for six biosphere reserves withdrawal was recommended.  

58. She informed the Council that 102 letters were sent out in October 2012 to request the 
periodic review reports as well as follow-up information to the recommendations issued by the 
MAB Council. 
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59. These 102 letters requested 256 biosphere reserves in 73 countries to submit a periodic 
review report. Following the letters, 34 biosphere reserves submitted a periodic review report. She 
also indicated that 21 additional reports were received. In total, 55 periodic review reports were 
received by the Secretariat and were examined by the Advisory Committee in 2013.  

60. 119 biosphere reserves provided answers and information on when they plan to deliver a 
periodic review report. 99 biosphere reserves did not answer to the letters sent out in October 
2012. In addition she stated that four biosphere reserves sent a periodic review after the deadline 
and these will be examined by the Advisory Committee at its next meeting in 2014.  

61. The letters for the follow-up of the recommendation concerned 60 biosphere reserves in 
28 countries. 26 biosphere reserves provided information on the implementation of the 
recommendations. Five spontaneous follow-up responses were received in addition. 32 biosphere 
reserves did not answer to the letters sent out in October 2012. She also informed delegates that 
some follow-up information were received after the deadline for one site and that one biosphere 
reserve sent a full periodic review report as a follow-up. She indicated that a total of 31 follow-up 
responses had been received before the deadline so that they could be examined by the Advisory 
Committee in 2013. 

62. After this presentation, she introduced the exit strategy proposed by the Advisory Committee.  

63. After the introduction by the Secretariat, numerous delegates commended the Advisory 
Committee for the proposed exit strategy and the Secretariat for its comprehensive and detailed 
presentation. Delegates underlined that the WNBR should remain a network of excellence. Several 
delegates expressed disappointment about the lack of response from countries and sites. While 
the majority of delegates supported the exit strategy, discussion focused on (a) recipients of letters 
so as to ensure an improved response rate including by writing directly to Permanent Delegations 
and concerned ministries; (b) the number of years to be allocated to sites which do not meet the 
criteria; (c) the need for sites to receive adequate support from the Secretariat as well as from 
UNESCO field offices and MAB regional networks; (d) the need to remain flexible as regards the 
capacity of sites to upgrade so as to meet the criteria; (e) the need to ensure a good cultural and 
ecosystem representativity of the WNBR; (f) to need to have sufficient time to reach out to local 
communities including into  languages that are not working languages of UNESCO. In addition two 
Observers referred to training support available for countries for conducting the periodic review 
process (i.e. manual guide for managers of biosphere reserves supported by Germany and a 
training course for practitioners at the University of Goteborg, Sweden).   

64. In her response the representative of the Secretariat confirmed that the models of good 
periodic review reports from all regions would be made available on the Internet after agreement 
by concerned countries. She also confirmed that a site that has withdrawn from the WNBR could 
resubmit a proposal in the future. She warmly thanked the French and Spanish MAB national 
Committees for their support in translating the new nomination and periodic review forms and 
indicated that the transboundary forms for nomination and periodic review should be online very 
shortly.   

65. In the light of the above discussion, the Council decided to adopt an “exit strategy” as 
indicated below: 

(a)  A biosphere reserve of the MAB Programme is an attractive designation that not only 
serves to enhance conservation but also sustainable development and research 
throughout the world. As a consequence, the number of biosphere reserves has 
increased considerably from 391 sites in 94 countries in the year 2000 to 
621 biosphere reserves in 117 countries (including 12 transboundary sites) in 2013. 
The MAB Programme as a scientific programme has also evolved since its inception in 
1971, and so have methods, competencies, experience, and knowledge developed on 
how to apply the biosphere reserve concept in practice. In this context the MAB 
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Programme has started a process to ensure the continued adherence of the sites 
established as biosphere reserves to the objectives of their establishment and to 
ensure the credibility and coherence of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves, and 
to meet Targets 9 and 10 of the Madrid Action Plan. 

(b)  Therefore, the Council decided on a three step process to manage the periodic review 
process as a tool to assess, monitor and improve the quality of the World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves: 

 1st step: The MAB Secretariat sends a letter to the relevant MAB National Committees 
with a copy to the individual biosphere reserve concerned, the UNESCO National 
Commission and the Permanent Delegation requesting submission of periodic review 
reports for those sites that have not yet submitted a periodic review report. In a similar 
manner, the MAB Secretariat sends a letter with regard to those sites which have not 
yet submitted information on the actions taken as recommended by the MAB-ICC on 
periodic review reports submitted earlier; 

 2nd step: If no periodic review reports nor comprehensive reports on the 
implementation of the recommendations are received after three months, the MAB 
Secretariat sends a reminder letter to the relevant MAB National Committees with a 
copy to individual biosphere reserves, the UNESCO National Commission and the 
Permanent Delegation of the country concerned stating the consequences of non-
action. If appropriate, the MAB Secretariat sends the reminder letter directly to the 
Permanent Delegation and Ministry concerned; 

 3rd step: If a reply has still not been received after an additional period of three months 
by the MAB Secretariat, the Secretariat will recommend to the MAB-ICC Bureau that its 
Chair should issue a last “warning” to the MAB National Committee and the biosphere 
reserve concerned with copies to the UNESCO National Commission, concerned 
ministries and the Permanent Delegation of the country concerned consisting of a 
request for an official statement whether the biosphere reserve wishes to remain in the 
World Network of Biosphere Reserves and if so, accompanied with a clear statement 
which actions, including timeframe, will be taken. 

(c)  In case a reply is still not received from the MAB National Committee or the UNESCO 
National Commission concerned within a further period of three months, the MAB-ICC 
Bureau shall recommend to the MAB ICC that the biosphere reserve in question be 
withdrawn from the World Network of Biosphere Reserves. The MAB-ICC may then 
decide to remove the site from the World Network of Biosphere Reserves. 

(d)  In case a reply is received from the MAB National Committee or the UNESCO National 
Commission, the MAB Secretariat puts the biosphere reserve concerned on an internal 
pending list of “Biosphere Reserves which do not fulfill the criteria” and provides a new 
deadline of one year for the submission of a periodic review report, and/or additional 
information. 

(e)  If the respective national authorities wish to retain the site as a member of the World 
Network of Biosphere Reserves but if the site is not fulfilling the criteria of the Seville 
Strategy for Biosphere Reserves and its Statutory Framework, or if the site only 
partially fulfils the criteria, the MAB Secretariat, UNESCO field offices and MAB 
regional networks should offer guidance and help (e.g. by providing examples of 
“model periodic review reports” on the MAB website). 

(f)  One year after a site has been put on the list mentioned in paragraph (d) above and 
then every year, the MAB Secretariat should identify and reward the willingness of 
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biosphere reserves to comply with the criteria of the Seville Strategy and the Statutory 
Framework so that the biosphere reserves concerned will be removed from this list. 

(g)  In case a biosphere reserve is not able to fully comply with the criteria within a period of 
thirty months since the periodic review process was started (i.e. first step – first 
demand of periodic review report), the MAB-ICC should consider that the area will then 
no longer be referred to as a biosphere reserve which is part of the Network (as per 
Article 9, para 6 of the Statutory Framework of the World Network of Biosphere 
Reserves). 

(h)  For the sites that have provided periodic review reports and/or follow up information on 
the recommendation on the report by the MAB-ICC prior to this exit strategy and that 
are not meeting the criteria, the Secretariat sends a letter to the relevant MAB National 
Committees with a copy to the individual biosphere reserve concerned, the UNESCO 
National Commission and the Permanent Delegation, indicating that a report must be 
submitted by the end of 2015 clearly indicating how the site is fulfilling the criteria. In 
case, the site is still not meeting the criteria after examination of the report by the 
Advisory Committee, the Bureau shall recommend to the MAB-ICC that the biosphere 
reserve in question be withdrawn from the World Network of Biosphere Reserves. The 
MAB-ICC may then decide that the area will then no longer be referred to as a 
biosphere reserve which is part of the Network (as per Article 9, para 6 of the Statutory 
Framework of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves). 

(i)  The Council also recommends that the MAB Secretariat, UNESCO field offices and 
MAB regional networks provide guidance such as additional information on training for 
biosphere reserve managers, and functioning biosphere reserves that may help other 
biosphere reserves to comply with biosphere reserve criteria. 

XI.  Michel Batisse Award for Biosphere Reserve Management 

66. The Secretariat informed the Council that the Members of the International Advisory 
Committee for Biosphere Reserves recommended Dr Marisa Coetzee, Project Manager at the 
Association for Water and Rural Development, and Dr Harry Biggs, Program Integrator at South 
African National Parks (South Africa), for the 2013 Michel Batisse Award for their case study on the 
Kruger to Canyons Biosphere Reserve. This recommendation was endorsed by the Bureau.   

67. Dr Marisa Coetzee made a presentation on her case study on “Synthesis of stakeholder 
activities and alignment of Stakeholders in the in the Kruger to Canyons Biosphere for a set of 
programmes related to improved biodiversity and ecosystem services, improved livelihoods and 
resilient economic development” to the Council. 

XII. MAB Young Scientists Award Scheme  

68. The Secretariat informed the Council that for the first time this year, due to financial 
constraint, the Secretariat could not award ten winners as usual, but only four. For the third 
consecutive year, the Austrian MAB national committee granted two special awards. The total of 
six awards has been decided on the basis of one potential winner by region. 

69. The Council endorsed the six winners of the 2013 MAB Young Scientist Awards, including 
the two awards of the Special MAB Young Scientists’ Awards supported by the Austrian MAB 
National Committee as selected by the MAB Bureau. The winners and the topics of their research 
studies are:  
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Country Name of applicant Title of study 
Nicaragua Ms Claudia Munera “Biocultural design” as a framework to identify sustainability 

issues in Rio San juan Biosphere Reserve and Fortress of the 
Immaculate Conception, Nicaragua 

Iran Ms Atieh Kazemi 
Mojarad 

Sustainable Development of Biosphere Reserves through 
promoting key ecosystem services (Case study: small scale 
products in one BR) 

Mexico Ms Angela Camargo An assessment of the effectiveness of the Montes Azules 
Biosphere Reserve to preserve populations and functionality of 
large bodied herbivorous mammals. 

Spain Mr Julio Blas Garcia Praying for the “white dove”: How do wildlife populations 
perceive massive human pilgrimages 

India Mr Bilal Habib Design and Development of Ecological Monitoring Programme 
in Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve, Uttarakhand, India, 
Involving Local Communities” 

Côte d’Ivoire Mr Kouakou Hilaire Action pour la Sauvegarde de la Biodiversité de la Reserve 
Naturelle Intégrale du Mont Nimba, Côte d’Ivoire. 

 

70. In 2013, the gender balance is ideal with 50% of the winners being female. All the regions 
which have sent applications have been awarded. 

XIII. Date and venue of the 26th session of the MAB-ICC 

71. Sweden offered to host the next MAB Council meeting session in 2014 in the East Vättern 
Scarp Landscape Biosphere Reserve. The proposed dates are 9-12 or 16-19 June 2014. This 
proposal was unanimously endorsed and delegates warmly thanked Sweden for its kind offer. The 
final dates will be communicated by the MAB Secretariat after verifying that there will be no other 
major meeting at the same dates (i.e World Heritage Committee meeting). 

XIV.  Other matters  

72. Mr Martin Price (United Kingdom) drew with great satisfaction the Council’s attention to the 
fact that MAB-ICC Chair, Ms Boshra Salem, had been inducted to the United States of America, 
State Department’s “Women in Science Hall of Fame”. In her response, Ms Salem stressed how 
very pleased and honoured she was to have been included in the State Department’s 2013 
Women in Science Hall of Fame for the Middle East and North Africa region and that this 
prestigious recognition to a large extent was a function of her role as MAB-ICC Chair. She 
therefore thanked the MAB-ICC for having entrusted her with this responsibility. 

73. Mr Martin Price (United Kingdom) expressed his sadness over the fact that the MAB 
Secretary, Mr Thomas Schaaf, would not sit on the podium in the future following the closure of the 
25th MAB-ICC as he had decided to leave the organization on early retirement. Mr Price noted that 
he had known Mr Schaaf from his early days at UNESCO and recognized his strong commitment 
to MAB and his good sense of humour. He wished him all success in his future endeavours. 
Mr Samir I. Ghabbour (Egypt) stressed how disheartening it was to see Mr Schaaf leave UNESCO. 
He referred to Mr Schaaf as a “son of MAB, he was born into MAB and grew up with MAB” and that 
he hoped that the programme would thrive as vividly as it did under the responsibilities of 
Dr Ishwaran and Dr Schaaf.  

74. Following a standing ovation in his honour, Mr Schaaf thanked Mr Price and Mr Ghabbour 
and the entire Council for their heart-warming support saying he would like to add a few more 
words of gratitude at the occasion of the closure of the session.  

75. The MAB-ICC Chair concluded the item on other matters by stressing how much she had 
appreciated working with Mr Schaaf over the years and that she too would like to revert to their 
collaboration at the closing session. 
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XV Adoption of the report 

76.  Mr Sergio Guevara Sada, Rapporteur of the MAB-ICC, presented the draft report of the 25th 
session of the Council to the Members and Observer Delegates section by section, and paragraph 
per paragraph when appropriate. Modifications, additions and deletions introduced by the 
delegations were noted.  

77.  The draft report was adopted with the modifications, additions and deletions proposed by the 
ICC Members during the review of the report on 30 May 2013, the last day of the 25th session of 
the MAB-ICC held at UNESCO Headquarters from 27 to 30 May 2013.  

XVI Closure of the meeting  

78.  The Chair paid tribute to Thomas Schaaf and his work in UNESCO-MAB. She highlighted his 
commitment and his achievements over his entire career. She indicated that they were friends, 
working closely together on MAB activities as well as other successful projects. She offered him a 
gift for him to remember his Egyptian friends which was very much appreciated by Thomas Schaaf. 
She wished him well for his next commitment.  

79.  Thomas Schaaf then took the floor to address the Council. He informed the Council about 
the start of his career in UNESCO during a sabbatical leave as Assistant Professor from the 
University of Freiburg. He spoke of how his experience working in UNESCO has enriched him by 
affording the opportunity of travelling to all continents and meeting with a diversity of cultures. He 
noted how the sharing of different world views had enriched his own perspective and talked about 
his passion for the environment and caring for people. In this perspective, working for the MAB 
Programme had been a dream come true. He shared his spiritual vision about an interconnected 
world, where people are part of the environment and related to other living beings. He also referred 
to the choice that we have as human beings to either destroy or conserve the environment. He 
gave some indications about his possible future activities, including teaching and taking care of 
disabled or elderly people. Dr Schaff added that that he was also open to new opportunities, such 
as supporting countries that wished to designate biosphere reserves or prepare periodic reviews. 
He thanked everyone for their support and friendship over the last 25 years.  

80.  After his intervention, delegates paid tribute and gave a standing ovation to Thomas Schaaf.  

81. The Chair stressed the importance of the decisions taken at this session. She thanked the 
Director-General, the Assistant Director-General, the MAB Secretariat, the Council delegates and 
observers, the team of translators, the technicians and the catering team. She thanked everyone 
for supporting her work as the Chair and indicated that she looked forward seeing everyone in 
Sweden next year.  

82.  Subsequently, the Chair declared the 25th session of the MAB-ICC closed 
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100, avenue de Suffren 
75015 PARIS 
Email  dl.japan@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel +33-1-53-59-27-00 
Institution 
website  

http://www.unesco.emb-japan.go.jp/ 

 
Mr Yukitsugu Ono  
Counsellor  
Permanent Delegation of Japan to UNESCO  
100, avenue de Suffren 
75015 PARIS 
Email  dl.japan@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel +33-1-53-59-27-00 
Institution 
website  

http://www.unesco.emb-japan.go.jp/ 

 
Prof. Hiroyudi Matsuda 
Member of Japanese National Committee for MAB 
Yokohama University 
Japan  
Email  jpnatcom@mext.go.jp ; matsuda@ynu.ac.jp  
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Taka Horio  
Assistant Seceratry-General 
Japanese national Commission for UNESCO 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) 
3-2-2- Kasumigaseki Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8959 
Japan 
Email  jpnatcom@mext.go.jp 
Tel +81 3 6734 2585 
Institution 
website  

www.mext.go.jp/english/unesco/index.htm  

 
Dr Toshinori Tanaka 
Observer 
University of Tokyo 
Japan 
Email  ttanaka@k.u-tokyo.ac.jp  
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
JORDAN / JORDANIE 
 

Ms Rima AlBakheet  
Deputy Permanent Delegate  
Permanent Delegation of Jordan 
1 rue Miolis 
75015 Paris 
France  
 
Email  culturalbureau@yahoo.com  
Tel +33 1 45 68 33 29 
Institution 
website  

 

 

mailto:dl.japan@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:dl.japan@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:jpnatcom@mext.go.jp
mailto:matsuda@ynu.ac.jp
mailto:jpnatcom@mext.go.jp
http://www.mext.go.jp/english/unesco/index.htm
mailto:ttanaka@k.u-tokyo.ac.jp
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KENYA / KENYA 
 

Ms Mary M. Khimulu 
Ambassador and Permanent Delegate  
Permanent Delegation of Kenya to UNESCO  
1 rue Miollis 75015 Paris  
France 
Email  dl.kenya@unesco-delegations.org   
Tel +33 1 45 68 32 81  
Institution 
website  

www.kenya-delegation-unesco.org  

 
Mr John Paul Oluoch 
Senior Research Assistant  
Permanent Delegation of Kenya to UNESCO  
1, rue Miollis 75015 Paris  
France 
Email - Courriel j.oluoch.ke@unesco-delegations.org   
Tel +33 1 45 68 32 81  
Institution 
website  

www.kenya-delegation-unesco.org  

 
Mr JAMES NJOGU  
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, CONVENTIONS AND RESEARCH AUTHORIZATION  
KENYA WILDLIFE SERVICE  
P. O. BOX 40241 – 00100 NAIROBI  
KENYA 
Email - Courriel jgichiah@kws.go.ke   
Tel +254 721 216 597  
Institution 
website  

www.kws.go.ke  

 
LEBANON / LIBAN 
 

S. Exc. M. Khalil Karam 
Ambassadeur, Délégué Permanent du Liban auprès de l’UNESCO 
Délégation permanente du Liban auprès de l’UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis, 75015 Paris 
France 
Email  dl.lebanon@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel +33 1 45 68 33 81 
Institution 
website  

 

 
M. Ziad Taan 
Premier Secrétaire 
Délégué Permanent adjoint du Liban auprès de l’UNESCO 
Délégation permanente du Liban auprès de l’UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis, 75015 Paris 
France 
Email  z.taan.lb@unesco-delegations.org ; dl.lebanon@unesco-

delegations.org  
Tel +33 1 45 68 33 81 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Madame Naya Khairallah 
Délégué Permanent adjoint du Liban auprès de l’UNESCO 
Délégation permanente du Liban auprès de l’UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis, 75015 Paris 
France 
Email  dl.lebanon@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel +33 1 45 68 33 81 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Dr Ghassan RAMADAN JARADI 
National Council for Scientific Research 
P.O. Box 11-8281 
Riad El Solh 1107 2260 Beirut 

mailto:dl.kenya@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:j.oluoch.ke@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:jgichiah@kws.go.ke
mailto:dl.lebanon@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:z.taan.lb@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:dl.lebanon@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:dl.lebanon@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:dl.lebanon@unesco-delegations.org


SC-13/CONF.225/11 
Annex 1 – page 9 

 

Lebanon 

Email  grjaradi@hotmail.com  
Tel +961-1-840 260 
Institution 
website  

 

 
LITHUANIA / LITHUANIE 
 

Mr Vincas Buda  
Lithuanian Academy of Sciences  
Division of Biological, Medical and Geosciences 
Lithuanian Academy of Sciences 
Zirgu 9a 
Gineitiskes 
Vilnius district  
Lithuania 
Email  vinbuda@ekoi.lt  
Tel +37068534539 
Institution 
website  

http://lma.lt/index.php?lang=en 

 
LUXEMBOURG / LUXEMBOURG 
 

M. Christian Ries 
Musée national d'histoire naturelle  
25, rue Münster 
L-2160 Luxembourg  
Luxembourg 

Email - Courriel cries@mnhn.lu   
Tel +352 46 22 33 416  
Institution 
website  

www.mnhn.lu  

 
M. Georges Bechet 
délégué 
Musée national d'histoire naturelle Luxembourg  
25, rue Munster 
L-2160 Luxembourg  
Luxembourg 

Email  georges.bechet@mnhn.lu   
Tel + 46 22 33 420  
Institution 
website  

www.mnhn.lu  

 
MEXICO / MEXIQUE 
 

Monsieur Mauricio ESCANERO  
Ministre,  
Délégué permanent adjoint,  
Chargé d'Affaires p.i.  
Délégation permanente du Mexique auprès de l'UNESCO  
Maison de l'UNESCO  
1, rue Miollis, 75732 PARIS Cedex 15 
France 
Email  dl.mexique@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel +33 1.45.68.33.55 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Sr. Sergio Antonio Guevara Sada  
Instituto de Ecología, A.C.  
Carretera Antigua a Coatepec 351 
El Haya, Xalapa 91070, 
Veracruz, México  
Email  sergio.guevara@inecol.edu.mx   
Tel +52 228 842 18 06  

mailto:grjaradi@hotmail.com
mailto:vinbuda@ekoi.lt
mailto:cries@mnhn.lu
mailto:georges.bechet@mnhn.lu
mailto:dl.mexique@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:sergio.guevara@inecol.edu.mx
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Institution 
website  

www.inecol.edu.mx  

 
Dr Ismael Madrigal Monarrez 
Responsable du secteur des sciences 
Délégation permanente du Mexique auprès de l'UNESCO  
Maison de l'UNESCO  
1, rue Miollis, 75732 PARIS Cedex 15 
France 
Email  dl.mexique@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel +33 1.45.68.33.55 
Institution 
website  

 

 
NIGERIA / NIGERIA 
 

H. Exc. Ms MARIAM Y. KATAGUM  
AMBASSADOR PERMANENT DELEGATE  
PERMANENT DELEGATION OF NIGERIA TO UNESCO  
1 RUE MIOLLIS 
75015 PARIS 
FRANCE 
Email  mykatagum@yahoo.com  
Tel +33145682727 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr PATRICK O. OKAFOR  
DEPUTY PERMANENT DELEGATE  
PERMANENT DELEGATION OF NIGERIA TO UNESCO  
1 RUE MIOLLIS 
75015 PARIS 
FRANCE 
Email  patozulonye@yahoo.com  
Tel +33145682727 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr Abiodun Kehinde 
Forestry Research Institute of Nigeria  
Forestry Research Institute of Nigeria, P.M.B. 5054, Jericho, Ibadan, Nigeria  
Nigeria  
Email  osuba01@yahoo.com   
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr Olukayode Akinyemi  
Forestry Research Institute of Nigeria  
Forestry Research Institute of Nigeria, P.M.B. 5054, Jericho, Ibadan, Nigeria  
Nigeria  
Email  olukayodeakinyemi2007@yahoo.com   
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr Bunyamin Ola-Adams  
Forestry Research Institute of Nigeria  
Forestry Research Institute of Nigeria, P.M.B. 5054, Jericho, Ibadan, Nigeria  
Nigeria  
Email  olaadamsb@yahoo.com   
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr Solomon Badejo  
Forestry Research Institute of Nigeria  
Executive Director  
Forestry Research Institute of Nigeria, P.M.B. 5054, Jericho, Ibadan, Nigeria  
Nigeria  

mailto:dl.mexique@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:mykatagum@yahoo.com
mailto:patozulonye@yahoo.com
mailto:osuba01@yahoo.com
mailto:olukayodeakinyemi2007@yahoo.com
mailto:olaadamsb@yahoo.com
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Email  solomonbadejo@yahoo.com   
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Dr Adeshola Adepoju  
Director / Provost 
Federal College of Forestry, Jos. 
Forestry Research Institute of Nigeria 
Ibadan 
Nigeria 
Email  soadepoju2005@gmail.com  
Tel +234 803 586 8634 
Institution 
website  

 

 
NORWAY / NORVEGE 
 

Mr Peter M. Haugan  
Professor / Deputy leader of the Norwegian National Commission for UNESCO  
Norwegian National Commission for UNESCO / University of Bergen  
Geophysical Institute, Univ. of Bergen, Allegaten 70,  
N-5007 Bergen  
NORWAY 
Email  Peter.Haugan@gfi.uib.no  
Tel +47 4668 2114 
Institution 
website  

www.unesco.no 

 
PORTUGAL / PORTUGAL 
 

M. Pedro Sousa e Abreu  
Rep. Permanent Adjoint  
Délégation permanente du Portugal auprès de l'UNESCO  
1 rue Miollis 
75015 Paris  
 
Email  p.sousa-abreu.pt@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel +33145683055 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mme. Teresa Salado  
Attachée Technique  
Délégation permanente du Portugal auprès de l'UNESCO  
1 rue de Miollis 
75015 Paris 
Email  t.salado@unesco.org  
Tel +33145686058 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mme. Elizabeth Silva  
Responsable pour le Secteur Sciences  
Commission Nationale de l'UNESCO du Portugal  
Comissão Nacional da UNESCO 
Palácio das Necessidades,  
Largo das Necessidades, s/n,  
1350-215 Lisboa 
Portugal 
Email  elizabeth.silva@mne.pt   
Tel (+351) 21 394 68 16 
Institution 
website  

 

 

mailto:solomonbadejo@yahoo.com
mailto:soadepoju2005@gmail.com
mailto:Peter.Haugan@gfi.uib.no
mailto:p.sousa-abreu.pt@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:t.salado@unesco.org
mailto:elizabeth.silva@mne.pt
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REPUBLIC OF KOREA / REPUBLIQUE DE COREE 
 

H.E. Mr LEE Sangjin 
Head of the Delegation 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
Permanent Delegation of the Republic of Korea to UNESCO 
33, avenue du Maine  
75015 Paris  
Email  dl.coree-rep@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel +33 1.44.10.24.01/02/03 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Ms YOO Hye-ran 
Alternate Head of the Delegation 
Minister-Counsellor 
Permanent Delegation of the Republic of Korea to UNESCO 
33, avenue du Maine  
75015 Paris  
Email  dl.coree-rep@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel +33 1.44.10.24.01/02/03 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr YOO Ji-wan 
First Secretary 
Permanent Delegation of the Republic of Korea to UNESCO 
33, avenue du Maine  
75015 Paris  
Email  dl.coree-rep@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel +33 1.44.10.24.01/02/03 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr KANG Sangkyoo 
Attaché 
Permanent Delegation of the Republic of Korea to UNESCO 
33, avenue du Maine  
75015 Paris  
Email  dl.coree-rep@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel +33 1.44.10.24.01/02/03 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Ms CHUNG Cha-young 
Second Secretary 
Permanent Delegation of the Republic of Korea to UNESCO 
33, avenue du Maine  
75015 Paris  
Email  dl.coree-rep@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel +33 1.44.10.24.01/02/03 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Dr CHUNG-IL CHOI  
CHAIRPERSON  
UNESCO MAB NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF KOREA  
129 Mapo-rd, Taeyoung Bldg 12th Fl, 
Mapo-ku, Seoul, Korea  
Republic of Korea 
Email  cichoi@hanyang.ac.kr  
Tel 82-(0)10-9194-9290 / 82-2-563-5994 
Institution 
website  

unesco.or.kr 

 
Mr KILRIM KO  
Leader of Jeju Island BR Team  
Jeju Special Self-governing Province  
Jeju World Natural Heritage Center, 569-36, Seongyo-ro, Jocheon-eup, Jeju-si, 
Jeju-do, 695-967, Republic of Korea  
 

mailto:dl.coree-rep@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:dl.coree-rep@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:dl.coree-rep@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:dl.coree-rep@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:dl.coree-rep@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:cichoi@hanyang.ac.kr
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Email  kgr7766@korea.kr  
Tel +82-10-3166-8003 
Institution 
website  

http://www.jeju.go.kr 

 
Ms CHUN YOUNGSOO  
Manager of Jeju Technical Headquarter of WNICBR  
Jeju Special Self-governing Province  
Jeju World Natural Heritage Center, 
569-36, Seongyo-ro, Jocheon-eup, Jeju-si, Jeju-do, 695-967,  
Republic of Korea  
 
Email  yschun47@gmail.com  
Tel +82-10-5616-1848 
Institution 
website  

http://www.jeju.go.kr 

 
Mr MINSUK KANG  
Manager of Jeju Island BR Team  
Jeju Special Self-governing Province  
Jeju World Natural Heritage Center, 569-36, Seongyo-ro, Jocheon-eup, Jeju-si, 
Jeju-do, 695-967, 
 Republic of Korea 
Email  ms3kang@korea.kr  
Tel +82-10-9313-1465 
Institution 
website  

http://www.jeju.go.kr 

 
Mr SUNGHOON KIM  
Director of Jeju World Natural Heritage Center  
Jeju Special Self-governing Province  
Jeju World Natural Heritage Center, 569-36, Seongyo-ro, Jocheon-eup, Jeju-si, 
Jeju-do, 695-967, 
 Republic of Korea 
Email  sh20kim@korea.kr  
Tel +82-10-6436-9670 
Institution 
website  

http://www.jeju.go.kr 

 
Ms Eun-Young KIM  
Korean National Commission for UNESCO  
Chief  
26 Myeongdong-gil (UNESCO Road) Jung-gu,  
Seoul  
Republic of Korea 
Email  heidi@unesco.or.kr  
Tel +82 2 6958 4122 
Institution 
website  

http://www.unesco.or.kr 

 
Mr LEE KANG SOO  
Governor  
Gochang County  
245, Jungang-ro, Gochang-eup, Gochang-gun, Jeollabuk-do 
Republic of Korea 

Email  leeksms@daum.net  
Tel + 82-63-560-2201 
Institution 
website  

http://www.gochang.go.kr/ 

 
Mr HONG MAN SU  
Chief  
Gochang County Environment hygiene division  
245, Jungang-ro, Gochang-eup, Gochang-gun, Jeollabuk-do  
Republic of Korea 
Email  mansu06@korea.kr  
Tel +82-63-560-2878 
Institution 
website  

http://www.gochang.go.kr/ 

 

mailto:kgr7766@korea.kr
mailto:yschun47@gmail.com
mailto:ms3kang@korea.kr
mailto:sh20kim@korea.kr
mailto:heidi@unesco.or.kr
mailto:leeksms@daum.net
mailto:mansu06@korea.kr
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Mr KIM YOUNG HWA  
Staff  
Gochang County Environment hygiene division  
245, Jungang-ro, Gochang-eup, Gochang-gun, Jeollabuk-do  
Republic of Korea 
Email  moviekim@korea.kr  
Tel +82-63-560-2871 
Institution 
website  

http://www.gochang.go.kr/ 

 
Mr YOU TAE HWAN  
Staff  
Gochang County Environment hygiene division  
245, Jungang-ro, Gochang-eup, Gochang-gun, Jeollabuk-do  
Republic of Korea 
Email  utae0313@korea.kr  
Tel +82-63-560-2880 
Institution 
website  

http://www.gochang.go.kr/ 

 
Mr BONG WEON YEOB  
Staff  
Gochang County Administration and Support Division  
245, Jungang-ro, Gochang-eup, Gochang-gun, Jeollabuk-do  
Republic of Korea 
Email  zndtn01@korea.kr  
Tel +82-63-560-2203 
Institution 
website  

http://www.gochang.go.kr/ 

 
Mr KIM YO CHANG  
Staff  
Gochang County Administration and Support Division  
245, Jungang-ro, Gochang-eup, Gochang-gun, Jeollabuk-do  
Republic of Korea 
Email  kyc0267@korea.kr  
Tel +82-63-560-2328 
Institution 
website  

http://www.gochang.go.kr/ 

 
Mr PARK HONG JUN  
Staff  
Gochang County Administration and Support Division  
245, Jungang-ro, Gochang-eup, Gochang-gun, Jeollabuk-do  
Republic of Korea 

Email  diamond20@naver.com  
Tel +82-63-560-2333 
Institution 
website  

http://www.gochang.go.kr/ 

 
Mr PARK RAE HWAN  
Speaker  
Gochang County Council  
245, Jungang-ro, Gochang-eup, Gochang-gun, Jeollabuk-do  
Republic of Korea 

Email  prh4233@naver.com  
Tel 82-63-560-2801 
Institution 
website  

http://www.gochang.go.kr/ 

 
Mr JEONG KWANG JIN  
Staff  
Gochang County Council  
245, Jungang-ro, Gochang-eup, Gochang-gun, Jeollabuk-do  
Republic of Korea 
Email  kwang771@korea.kr  
Tel +82-63-5602761 
Institution 
website  

http://www.gochang.go.kr/ 

mailto:moviekim@korea.kr
mailto:utae0313@korea.kr
mailto:zndtn01@korea.kr
mailto:kyc0267@korea.kr
mailto:diamond20@naver.com
mailto:prh4233@naver.com
mailto:kwang771@korea.kr
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Mr KO DU SUNG  
Branch Manager  
Nonghyup Bank Gochang County  
169, Junggeoridangsan-ro, Gochang-eup, Gochang-gun, Jeollabuk-do  
Republic of Korea 
Email  ko-du-sung@hanmail.net  
Tel +82-63-560-7210 
Institution 
website  

http://www.nonghyup.com/ 

 
Mr SEUNG HO  
Staff  
Gochang County Enviromental and Citizen's Group  
177, Junggeoridangsan-ro, Gochang-eup, Gochang-gun, Jeollabuk-do  
Republic of Korea 

Email  yu5080@hanmail.net  
Tel +82-63-564-5080 
Institution 
website  

http://www.gochang.go.kr/ 

 
Ms GUI YOUNG  
Simultaneous interpreter 
Gochang County  
90 Rue de la victoire 
75009 Paris 
 France  
Email  eps@eparisseoul.com  
Tel +33- 1- 5602 6021 
Institution 
website  

http://www.eparisseoul.com/ 

 
Mr SEOKJUN JANG  
Programme Specialist  
Korea National Park Service  
Taeyoung Bldg. 4th FL, 252-5  
Gongdeok-dong, Mapo-gu,Seoul 
Republic of Korea 
Email  onemind83@naver.com  
Tel +82232792963 
Institution 
website  

http://www.unescomab.or.kr/main.php 

 
Ms Mijeong Yoon  
Research Scientist (Ph.D)  
Korea National Arboretum  
415 Gwangneung Soomokwon-ro, Soheul-Eup, Pocheon-si, Gyeonggi-Province  
Republic of Korea 
Email  mjyoon75@korea.kr  / mjyoon75@gmail.com  
Tel +82-31-540-2034 
Institution 
website  

http://www.kna.go.kr 

 
Mr SUCHOL AN  
Director of Seoraksan National park  
Korea National Park Service  
Taeyoung Bldg. 4th FL, 252-5  
Gongdeok-dong, Mapo-gu, 
Seoul,  
Republic of Korea 
Email  asc625@hanmail.net  
Tel +82232792963 
Institution 
website  

www.knps.or.kr 

 

mailto:ko-du-sung@hanmail.net
mailto:yu5080@hanmail.net
mailto:eps@eparisseoul.com
mailto:onemind83@naver.com
mailto:mjyoon75@korea.kr
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Mr JONGKOAN CHOI  
Director,Korea National Park Service,  
MAB National Committee of Republic of Korea  
Taeyoung Bldg. 4th FL, 252-5  
Gongdeok-dong, Mapo-gu, 
Seoul  
Republic of Korea 
Email  jkchoi@knps.or.kr  
Tel +82232792800 
Institution 
website  

www.knps.or.kr 

 
Professor Mr Do-Soon Cho  
The Catholic University of Korea  
The Catholic Univ. of Korea 
Dept. of Life Sciences 
43 Jibong-ro, Wonmi-gu, Bucheon 
Gyeonggi-do, 420-743  
Republic of Korea 
Email  dscho@catholic.ac.kr  
Tel +82-10-3109-4357 
Institution 
website  

www.catholic.ac.kr 

 
Mr JONGCHEOL KIM  
Public Officer  
Ministry of Environment  
Government Complex Sejong, 11, Doum6-Ro Sejong-City, 
Republic of Korea 
Email  sabina9@korea.kr  
Tel +82442017228 
Institution 
website  

http://eng.me.go.kr 

 
Mr KIM HYUN KI  
Gochang County Culture and tourism Division  
Head  
245, Jungang-ro, Gochang-eup, Gochang-gun, Jeollabuk-do 
Republic of Korea 
Email  hgk57@korea.kr  
Tel +82-11-689-2839 
Institution 
website  

http://www.gochang.go.kr/ 

 
TANZANIA (UNITED REPUBLIC OF) / TANZANIE (REPUBLIQUE UNIE DE) 
 

Mr Mohammed Sheya  
Deputy Permanent Delegate  
Permanent Delegation of the United Republic of Tanzania  
1 rue Miollis 
75015 Paris 
Email  mssheya@hotmail.com  
Tel +33145682731 
Institution 
website  

 

 
THAILAND / THAILANDE 
 

Mr Theerapat Prayurasiddhi  
Deputy Director General  
Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation, Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environment  
61 Phaholyothin Rd. 
Ladyao Sub-district 
Chatuchak Districk 
Bangkok 10900 
Thailand 
Email  theerapat@hotmail.com  
Tel +66 2 5610777 # 1930, 1931, 1932 
Institution 
website  

http://www.dnp.go.th/ 

mailto:jkchoi@knps.or.kr
mailto:dscho@catholic.ac.kr
mailto:sabina9@korea.kr
mailto:hgk57@korea.kr
mailto:mssheya@hotmail.com
mailto:theerapat@hotmail.com
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Mr Prasert Sornsathapornkul  
Forestry Technical Officer  
Division of International Cooperation, Department of National Parks, Wildlife 
and Plant Conservation, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment  
61 Phaholyothin Rd. 
Ladyao Sub-district 
Chatuchak District 
Bangkok 10900  
Thailand 
Email  ps_dnp@yahoo.com  
Tel +66 2 5610777 # 1231 
Institution 
website  

http://www.dnp.go.th/ 

 
Mr Sethapan Krajangwongs  
Environmentalist  
Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning, Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environment  
60/1 Soi Pibunwattana 7  
Rama 6 Road  
Samsennai Phayathai District  
Bangkok 10400  
Thailand 
Email  sedthapan@hotmail.com  
Tel +66 2 2656692 
Institution 
website  

http://www.onep.go.th/ 

 
Ms Suthiluck Raviwan  
Deputy Director General  
Department of Marine and Coastal Resources, Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Environment  
The Government Complex Commemorating His Majesty 
The King’s 80th Birthday Anniversary, 5th December, B.E. 2550(2007) 
5th Fl., Building B,  
120 Cheangwattana 7 Rd., 
Lak Si, Bangkok 10210 
Thailand 
Email  suthiluck.ra@hotmail.com  
Tel +66 2 1411355 
Institution 
website  

http://www.dmcr.go.th/dmcr2009/index.php 

 
Ms Ratchanin Pongudom  
The Thai National Commission for UNESCO, Ministry of Education  
Programme Officer  
Ratchadamnoen-nok Avenue 
Dusit,  
Bangkok 10300  
Thailand 
Email  ratchanin@yahoo.com  
Tel 66 2 6285646 # 114 
Institution 
website  

www.bic.moe.go.th 

 
Mr Wijarn Meepol  
Head of Mangrove Forest Research Center  
Mangrove Conservation Office, Department of Marine and Coastal Resources, 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment  
The Government Complex Commemorating His Majesty 
The King’s 80th Birthday Anniversary, 5th December, B.E. 2550(2007) 
5th Fl., Building B,  
120 Cheangwattana 7 Rd., 
Lak Si, Bangkok 10210 
Thailand 
Email  wijarn.meepol@yahoo.com  
Tel +66 2 1411329 
Institution 
website  

http://www.dmcr.go.th/dmcr2009/index.php 
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TURKEY / TURQUIE 
 

Mr MAHIR KUCUK  
DEPUTY UNDERSECRETARY  
REPUBLIC OF TURKEY MINISTRY OF FORESTRY AND WATER AFFAIRS  
TURKİYE CUMHURİYETİ ORMAN VE SU İŞLERİ BAKANLIĞI SÖĞÜTÖZÜ CAD. NO: 
14/E - ANKARA  
TURKEY 
Email  mkucuk58@gmail.com  
Tel +905334377871 
Institution 
website  

unesco.org.tr 

 
Yildiray Lise  
Vice Chair, MAB National Committee 
Resit Galip Cad. Hereke Sok. No.10 
Gaziosmanpasa 
Ankara 
Turkey 
Email  yildiraylise@yahoo.com  
Tel +905325204900 
Institution 
website  

unesco.org.tr 

 
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITIAN AND NORTH IRELAND / ROYAUME UNI 
 

Mr Martin Price  
Chair UK MAB Committee  
Centre for Mountain Studies 
Perth College 
University of the Highlands and Islands 
Crieff Road 
Perth PH1 2NX  
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland  
Email  martin.price@perth.uhi.ac.uk   
Tel +44-1738-877217  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr Andrew BELL  
Vice Chairman  
UK National MAB Commitee  
5th Floor 
Civic Centre 
North Walk 
Barnstaple 
Devon  
UK 
Email  andrew.bell@devon.gov.uk  
Tel +441271388894 
Institution 
website  

www.northdevonbiosphere.org.uk 

 
Mr Colin Campbell  
Assist Social Capital CIC  
Executive Director  
54 Manor Place 
Edinburgh EH3 7EH 
SCOTLAND  
UK 
Email  colin@social-capital.net  
Tel +44 772 5211 834 
Institution 
website  

www.social-capital.net 

 

mailto:mkucuk58@gmail.com
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UKRAINE / UKRAINE 
 

Mr  Pavlo Cherinko  
Deputy Chairperson  
National MAB Committee of Ukraine 
54,Volodymyrska str.  
01601 Kyiv-30 
Ukraine 
Email  cherinko@nas.gov.ua   
Tel  +38 044 234 86 30  
Institution 
website  

 

 
VIET NAM / VIET NAM 
 

Mr NGUYEN Hoang TRi  
MAB National Committee Vietnam  
Hanoi National University of Education, 
136 Xuan Thuy,  
Hanoi  
Vietnam 
Email  hoangtri1951@gmail.com  
Tel +08 13527629 
Institution 
website  

http://mabvietnam.net 

 
 

OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS 
UNESCO MEMBER STATES / ETATS MEMBRES DE L’UNESCO 

 
ALBANIA / ALBANIE 
 

Mr Fatos BUNDO  
Director of Biodiversity, national Focal Point, Natura, UNESCO  
Ministry of Environment,Forestry and Water Administration, Albania  
rruga e Durresit, nr 27 Tirana  
Albania 
Email  arditkonomi@gmail.com  
Tel +355682054724 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr Ardit Konomi  
Project Expert  
KfW 'Ohrid-Prespa Basin' TBR  
Blv 'Gjergj Kastrioti', B4/A,  
Korca 
Albania 
Email  fatos.bundo@moe.gov.al  
Tel +355 68 20 42 518 
Institution 
website  

www.moe.gov.al 

 
ARGENTINA / ARGENTINE 
 

Embajador Miguel Angel Estrella 
Delegado Permanente 
Delegación Permanente de la República Argentina ante la UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis  
75015 Paris 
Email  dl.argentina@unesco-delegations.org 
Tel +33 (0)1 45 68 34 38/42 
Institution 
website  
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Ministro Elisabeth Wimpfheimer  
Delegada Permanente Adjunta 
Delegación Permanente de la República Argentina ante la UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis  
75015 Paris 
Email  dl.argentina@unesco-delegations.org 
Tel +33 (0)1 45 68 34 38/42 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Pablo Prosperi 
Consejero  
Delegación Permanente de la República Argentina ante la UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis  
75015 Paris 
Email  dl.argentina@unesco-delegations.org 
Tel +33 (0)1 45 68 34 38/42 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Noelia Dutrey 
Secretario  
Delegación Permanente de la República Argentina ante la UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis  
75015 Paris 
Email  dl.argentina@unesco-delegations.org 
Tel +33 (0)1 45 68 34 38/42 
Institution 
website  

 

 
BELGIUM / BELGIQUE 
 

Ms Eva King 
Katholic University of Leuven  
Av Du Mont Kemmel 15, 1190 Brussels  
Belgium 
  
Email  King.eva07@gmail.com   
Tel +32484610843 
Institution 
website  

KU Leuven  

 
BRAZIL / BRESIL 
 

Eabio MENDES MARZANO 
Permanent Delegation of Brazil to UNESCO  
UNESCO House  
1, rue Miollis  
75732 PARIS Cedex 15 
France 
  
Email  f.mendes.br@unesco-delegations.org  / 

dl.brazil@unesco-delegations.org   
Tel +33 1.45.68.29.01 
Institution 
website  

http://brasunesco.itamaraty.gov.br/pt-br    

 
Nilo DYTZ 
Permanent Delegation of Brazil to UNESCO  
UNESCO House  
1, rue Miollis 
75732 PARIS Cedex 15 
France 
  
Email  n.dytz.br@unesco-delegations.org 

dl.brazil@unesco-delegations.org   
Tel +33 1.45.68.29.01 
Institution 
website  

http://brasunesco.itamaraty.gov.br/pt-br    

 

mailto:dl.argentina@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:dl.argentina@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:dl.argentina@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:King.eva07@gmail.com
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mailto:dl.brazil@unesco-delegations.org
http://brasunesco.itamaraty.gov.br/pt-br
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CAMEROUN 
 

M. Constant ABOLO MEBALE  
Project Manager en charge de l'Environnement et du développement durable  
Humanitarian Law Ageny 
B.P 8421 Yaoundé 8 
Cameroun 
 
Email  constant_abolo2004@yahoo.fr; constant.abolo2004@gmail.com   
Tel +237 97.99.82.44; +237 77.60.30.29 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mme Marie Sylvie EBOGO Epse MANGA  
Enseignante 
Université de Yaoundé  
BP 31632 YAOUNDE  
CAMEROUN 
 
Email  narcisse_20002001@yahoo.fr  
Tel +237 9913093  
Institution 
website  

 

 
M. ERIC TEKOUO KAMWA  
BME ENVIRONNEMENT  
ENVIRONNEMENTALISTE  
BP 132 YAOUNDE  
CAMEROUN  
Email  mbeleckroland@yahoo.fr   
Tel +237 95250182  
Institution 
website  

 

 

Mme. ANNIE FLORE CHIMI TCHINKAP  
BME ENVIRONNEMENT  
BP 1254 SANGMELIMA  
CAMEROUN  

Email  beaudelaire16@yahoo.fr   
Tel +237 96 60 55 95  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mme DIDJATOU OUSSEINI  
STAGE AMBASSADE DU CAMEROUN EN FRANCE  
MINISTERE DE RELATION EXTERIEUR  
BP:0001 
YAOUNDE  
CAMEROUN 
Email  didjaous@yahoo.fr  
Tel +(237)99242090 
Institution 
website  

 

 
CANADA / CANADA 
 

S. Exc. M. Jean-Pierre Blackburn 
Ambassadeur du Canada auprès de l’UNESCO 
Délégation permanente du Canada auprès de l’UNESCO 
5 rue Constantine 
75007 PARIS 
France 
Email  Jean-pierre.blackburn@international.gc.ca 
Tel +33144432571 
Institution 
website  

 

 

mailto:constant_abolo2004@yahoo.fr
mailto:constant.abolo2004@gmail.com
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Mme Michele Stanton Jean 
Délégation permanente du Canada auprès de l’UNESCO 
5 rue Constantine 
75007 PARIS 
France 

Email   
Tel +33144432571 
Institution 
website  

 

 
M. Jean-Philippe L Messier  
Association Canadienne des Réserves de biosphère  
Président  
3 Denonville, Baie-Comeau 
Québec, G0H 1E0  
Canada 
Email  jpmessier@rmbmu.com 
Tel +14182932548 
Institution 
website  

http://biospherecanada.ca/fr/  

 
CHINA / CHINE 
 

Mr Zhijie Song  
Laboratorian  
Heilongjiang Academy of Scicence  
Wudalianchi  
China 
Email  kyosamurai@126.com  
Tel +8604567224234 
Institution 
website  

http://ivm.has.ac.cn/ 

 
COLOMBIA / COLOMBIE 
 

Sr Gustavo Carjaval  
Ambassador.  
Permanent Delegation of Colombia to Unesco  
1 rue Miolis  
75015 Paris  
France  
Email  j.angulo.co@unesco-delegations.org 
Sra Juliana Angulo  
Consejera.  
Permanent Delegation of Colombia to Unesco  
1 rue Miolis  
75015 Paris  
France  
Email  j.angulo.co@unesco-delegations.org 
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
DJIBOUTI / DJIBOUTI 
 

S. Exc. M. Rachad Farah  
Ambassadeur  
Délégation Permanente de Djibouti  
1, rue Miollis 
75015  
France 
Email  dl.djibouti@unesco-delegations.org    
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 

http://biospherecanada.ca/fr/
mailto:kyosamurai@126.com
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mailto:j.angulo.co@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:dl.djibouti@unesco-delegations.org


SC-13/CONF.225/11 
Annex 1 – page 23 

 

Mme. Dior DELAVEILLE  
Assistante  
Délégation Permanente de Djibouti  
1, rue Miollis 
75015  
France 
Email  dl.djibouti@unesco-delegations.org    
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mme. Thaïs OLIVETTI  
Assistante  
Délégation Permanente de Djibouti  
1, rue Miollis 
75015  
France 
Email  dl.djibouti@unesco-delegations.org    
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mme. Dina Megahed  
Assistante  
Délégation Permanente de Djibouti  
1, rue Miollis 
75015  
France 
Email  dl.djibouti@unesco-delegations.org    
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mme. Manuela Dieng  
Stagiaire  
Délégation Permanente de Djibouti  
1, rue Miollis 
75015  
France 
Email  dl.djibouti@unesco-delegations.org    
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
ECUADOR / ECUADOR 
 

Sr. Névil Montenegro  
Doctor - Tercer Secretario  
Delegación del Ecuador ante la UNESCO  
1 Rue Miollis,  
75015 PARIS 
Email  nevilantonio2010@hotmail.com  
Tel +33622481678 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Sr. Juan Santiago Rodríguez Girón  
Coordinador  
Comité Promotor para la Declaratoria del Área de Biósfera Macizo del Cajas  
Casa de los Balcones Verdes, calle Peatonal 3 de Noviembre (sector El 
Barranco), frente a la entrada principal de la Universidad de Cuenca  
Ecuador 
Email  srodrigu@etapa.net.ec  
Tel +593992257413 
Institution 
website  

www.biosferacajas.org 

 

mailto:dl.djibouti@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:dl.djibouti@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:dl.djibouti@unesco-delegations.org
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Sr. Joaquín Antonio Peña Bernal  
Gobierno Municipal Autónomo Descentralizado del Cantón Cuenca  
Delegado del Alcalde - Concejal de la Ciudad  
Calle Antonio Borrero y Bolívar esquina, edificio de la Alcaldía, 2do piso  
Ecuador 
Email  juacopb@yahoo.es  
Tel +593991630834 
Institution 
website  

www.cuenca.gob.ec 

 
Sr. Teodoro Oswaldo Tamariz Valdivieso  
ETAPA - EP Empres Pública Municipal de Telecomunicaciones, Agua Potable, 
Alcantarillado y Saneamiento de Cuenca  
Gerente General  
Calle Benigno Malo y Sucre, edificio de ETAPA, 3er piso, Cuenca  
Ecuador 
Email  oswaldotamariz@gmail.com  
Tel +593995391619 
Institution 
website  

www.etapa.net.ec 

 
Sra. María Caridad Vásquez  
Regional 6 de la Secretaría Nacional de Planificación y Desarrollo - SENPLADES  
Subsecretaria Regional 6  
Av. México, complejo del Gobierno Zonal 6, Cuenca  
Ecuador 
Email  macaridad_1@hotmail.com  
Tel +593996047162 
Institution 
website  

www.senplades.gob.ec 

 
Sra. Ana Lucía Serrano  
Regional 6 del Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, Comercio e Integración  
Subsecretaria Regional 6  
Calles Manuel J. Calle y Cornelio Merchán, edificio del Ministerio de Relaciones 
Exteriores, Cuenca  
Ecuador 
Email  alucyserrano@yahoo.com  
Tel +593995636411 
Institution 
website  

www.cancilleria.gob.ec 

 
FRANCE / FRANCE 
 

M. Robert Barbault 
Président du Comité MAB 
Muséum national d’Histoire Naturelle 
Maison Buffon, CP 41 
57 Rue Cuvier 
75231 PARIS CEDEX 05 
FRANCE 

Email  robert.barbault@mnhn.fr  
Tel +33 1 40 79 56 43 
Institution 
website  

www.mab-france.org 

 
Mme Catherine CIBIEN 
Directrice  
MAB Comité France 
B.P. 42234 
31321 CASTANET TOLOSAN Cedex 
FRANCE 

Email  catherine.cibien@mab-France.org 
Tel +33 5 61 73 57 02 
Institution 
website  

www.mab-france.org 

 

mailto:juacopb@yahoo.es
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Mme Martine Atramentowicz 
Chargée de mission MAB France 
Maison de Buffon, CP 41 
57, rue Cuvier 
75231 Paris Cedex 05 
FRANCE 

Email  martine.atramentowicz@mab-France.org 
Tel +331 40 79 81 56 
Institution 
website  

www.mab-france.org 

 
Mme Mireille JARDIN 
Membre du Bureau 
Comité français du MAB 
Maison Buffon, CP 41 
57, rue Cuvier 
75005 Paris 
FRANCE 
Email   mireille.jardin@mab-France.org  / mireillejardin@orange.fr  
Tel +33 6 13 50 81 69 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mme. Anna Echassoux  
Chargée de mission  
RB Fontainebleau Gâtinais  
Réserve de biosphère de Fontainebleau et du Gâtinais 
1 rue du Port de Valvins 
77 210 Avon  
FRANCE 
Email  a.echassoux@biosphere-fontainebleau-gatinais.fr 
Tel  

 
M. Francis DOYER  
Maire Adjoint Saint Omer 
Elu 
Réserve de Biosphère Marais Audomarois 
FRANCE 
Email  francis-doyer@ville-saint-omer.fr  
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
M. Bertrand PETIT  
Maire de Saint Martin en Laert, Conseiller général Pas-de-Calais 
Président du Groupe de Travail Marais,  
Réserve de Biosphère Marais Audomarois 
FRANCE 
Email  Mairie@ville-saintmartinaulaert.fr 
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
M. Luc BARBIER  
Chargé de mission 
Réserve de Biosphère Marais Audomarois 
FRANCE 
Email  lbarbier@parc-opale.fr  
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
M. Frédéric BERTHELOOT  
Journaliste 
L’Indépendant 
FRANCE 

Email  sport@lidependant.net 

mailto:martine.atramentowicz@mab-France.org
mailto:mireille.jardin@mab-France.org
mailto:mireillejardin@orange.fr
mailto:francis-doyer@ville-saint-omer.fr
mailto:Mairie@ville-saintmartinaulaert.fr
mailto:lbarbier@parc-opale.fr
https://mail.unesco.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=jAMTIE3VWECsybbo6QemR1HWJmQKMNAIDqXCRFJ8iYiZR-RaB5RvFKAA9IQlyuuW9ymn50886qU.&URL=mailto%3asport%40lidependant.net
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Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
M. David MONNERY  
Journaliste 
La Voix du Nord 
FRANCE 

Email  dmonnery@lavoiedunord.fr  
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
 

Mme. Maud KILLHOFFER 
Chargée de mission 
Réserve de Biosphère Marais Audomarois 
FRANCE 

Email  mkillhoffer@parc-opale.fr  
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE 
 

Mr Juergen Nauber  
German MAB National Committee  
Executive Secretary  
Konstantinstr. 110 
53179 Bonn 
Germany  
Email  juergen.nauber@bfn.de   
Tel +4922884911780  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr Marc Auer  
Programme Officer  
Federal Ministry for the Environment  
Robert-Schuman-Platz 3 
D-53175 Bonn  
Germany 
Email  marc.auer@bmu.bund.de  
Tel +492283052782 
Institution 
website  

www.bmu.de 

 
GREECE / GRECE 
 

Ms. Stella Bezirtzoglou 
Deputy Permanent Delegate 
Permanent Delegation of Greece to UNESCO 
UNESCO House 
1 rue Miollis, 75015 Paris 
 
Email  s.bezirtzoglou.gr@unescso-delegations.org  
Tel +33 1 45 68 30 13 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Alexandre Looten 
Intern 
Permanent Delegation of Greece to UNESCO 
UNESCO House 
1 rue Miollis, 75015 Paris 
 

mailto:dmonnery@lavoiedunord.fr
mailto:mkillhoffer@parc-opale.fr
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Email  dl.grece@unesco-delegations.org 
Tel +33 1 45 68 29 82 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Eirini Stergiou 
Intern 
Permanent Delegation of Greece to UNESCO 
UNESCO House 
1 rue Miollis, 75015 Paris 
 
Email  dl.grece@unesco-delegations.org   
Tel +33 1 45 68 29 82 
Institution 
website  

 

 
GUATEMALA / GUATEMALA 
 

Mme. Julissa ANZUETO AGUILAR  
Chargée d'Affaires a.i.  
DELEGATION DU GUATEMALA AUPRES DE L UNESCO  
AMBASSADE DU GUATEMALA EN FRANCE 
2, rue Villebois-Mareuil 
75017 Paris  
FRANCE 
Email  guatemala.paris@orange.fr  
Tel +33 1 42279345 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mme. Julissa HENGSTENBERG DELGADO  
Troisième Secrétaire  
DELEGATION DU GUATEMALA AUPRES DE L UNESCO  
AMBASSADE DU GUATEMALA EN FRANCE 
2, rue Villebois-Mareuil 
75017 Paris  
FRANCE 
Email  guatemala.paris@orange.fr  
Tel +33 142279345 
Institution 
website  

 

 
M. Ricardo ENRIQUEZ ENRIQUEZ  
Troisième Secrétaire  
DELEGATION DU GUATEMALA AUPRES DE L UNESCO  
AMBASSADE DU GUATEMALA EN FRANCE 
2, rue Villebois-Mareuil 
75017 Paris  
FRANCE 
Email  guatemala.paris@orange.fr  
Tel +33 142279345 
Institution 
website  

 

 
GUINEA CONAKRY / GUINEE CONAKRY 
 

M. IBRAHIMA CAMARA  
Chargé du développement ROJEDES  
CONAKRY - GUINÉE - COMMUNE DE MATOTO 
Secrétaire chargé au Développement de l'ONG RÉSEAU DES ORGANISATION 
POUR LE DÉVELOPPEMENT DE SIGUIRI - ROJEDES-  
GUINEE  
Email  brevisavis@yahoo.fr   
Tel +224 655 48 64 64  
Institution 
website  

 

 

mailto:dl.grece@unesco-delegations.org
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M. Mamadou Diallo  
MAB conakry, Guinee  
Assistant ,attacher de recherche  
République de Guinée, Conakry, Quartier Hafia-miniere.  
Republique de Guinee  

Email  mamadou4@yandex.com   
Tel +224-655.704017 ; +224-664.268406  
Institution 
website  

 

 
HUNGARY / HONGRIE 
 

Ms Dr. Rozália Érdiné Szekeres 
Head of Department 
Ministry of Rural Development, Department of Nature Conservation  
Kossuth Lajos tér 11 
HU-1055 Budapest, 
Hungary 
Email  rozalia.szekeres.erdine@vm.gov.hu  
Tel +3617952134 
Institution 
website  

www.termeszetvedelem.hu 

 
Ms Szilvia Ádám  
Ecological expert  
Ministry of Rural Development, Department of Nature Conservation  
Kossuth Lajos tér 11 
HU-1055 Budapest, 
Hungary 
Email  szilvia.adam@vm.gov.hu  
Tel +3617952134 
Institution 
website  

www.termeszetvedelem.hu 

 
Ms Bea Pole-Bokor 
Déléguée permanente adjointe 
Délégation permanente de Hongrie auprès de l’UNESCO 
Maison de l’UNESCO 
1 rue Miollis 
75015 PARIS 
Email  b.pole-bokor.hu@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel +33 1 45682984 
Institution 
website  

 

 
INDIA / INDE 
 

Ms Biba Jasmine Kaur  
Research Trainee  
Department of Environment and Forests, Delhi Govt, India.  
4th Floor, ISBT Building, Kashmere Gate. Delhi-110006.  
India  
Email  bibajasmine@gmail.com   
Tel +919999440355 
Institution 
website  

http://www.dpcc.delhigovt.nic.in  

 
Dr. J.R.Bhatt 
Adviser 
Room No. 520 
Paryavaran Bhawan 
Ministry of Environment and Forests  
New Delhi - 110003 
Government of India 
Email   jrbhatt@nic.in 
Tel  

mailto:mamadou4@yandex.com
mailto:rozalia.szekeres.erdine@vm.gov.hu
mailto:szilvia.adam@vm.gov.hu
mailto:b.pole-bokor.hu@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:bibajasmine@gmail.com
mailto:jrbhatt@nic.in
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Institution 
website  

 

 
INDONESIA 
 

Ms MIRAWATI SOEDJONO  
KEPALA SUBDIT KAWASAN SUAKA ALAM DAN HUTAN LINDUNG, KEMETERIAN 
KEHUTANAN  
GEDUNG MANGGALA WANABAKTI,  
MINISTRY OF FORESTRY,  
JL. GATOT SUBROTO,  
JAKARTA, INDONESIA  
Email  adhel_zumaki@yahoo.com ; mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org   
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr GULTOM  
BKPP WILAYAH I BOGOR, INDONESIA  
BKPP AREA I,  
GOVERNMENT OF WEST JAVA 
JL. IR. H. DJUANDA BOGOR 
INDONESIA  
Email  mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org  
Tel +622518325854  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr DANA BUDIMAN  
ASSISTANT SECRETARY REGIONAL OF THE ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENT  
JL. CIGAYUNG 294 RW. 004/RT003 DESA SUKAMANAH, KECAMATAN 
CISAAT,KABUPATEN SUKABUMI 
JAWA BARAT  
INDONESIA  
Email  danabdmn@gmail.com ; mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org   
Tel +6281316158009  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr HERRY SUBAGIADI  
HEAD OF GUNUNG GEDE PANGRANGO NATIONAL PARK  
JL. RAYA CIBODAS PO.BOX 3, CIPANAS, CIANJUR, JAWA BARAT  
INDONESIA  
Email  mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org  
Tel +622518325854  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr HUGUA  
REGENT OF WAKATOBI, CENTRAL SULAWESI  
GOVERMENT OF WAKATOBI 
JL. SAMBURAKA NO. 2 WANGI-WANGI, WAKATOBI, CENTRAL SULAWESI 
INDONESIA  
Email  manan_1961@yahoo.com ; mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org   
Tel 6240421011 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr ANANG SUDARNA  
HEAD OF BKPP WIL I, BOGOR, INDONESIA  
BKPP, AREA 1, GOVERMENT OF WEST JAVA 
JL. IR. H. DJUANDA BOGOR 
INDONESIA  
Email  titunasutwati@yahoo.com ; mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org   
Tel +622518325854  
Institution 
website  
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Mr JEFRY SUSYAFRIANTO  
DIRECTOR, DIRECTORAT GENERAL OF PHKA, INDONESIA  
DITJEN PHKA, MINISTRY OF FORESTRY 
GEDUNG MANGGALA WANABAKTI,  
JL. JENDRAL GATOT SUBROTO JAKARTA 10270 
INDONESIA  
Email  jef-fry@yahoo.com ; mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org   
Tel +628158966083  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr BAMBANG DAHONO ADJI  
DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF FOREST PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION OF 
NATURAL (DITJEN PHKA), MINISTRY OF FORESTRY, REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA  
GEDUNG MANGGALA WANABAKTI, MINISTRY OF FORESTRY 
JL. GATOT SUBROTO, JAKARTA 10270 
INDONESIA  
Email  adhel_zumaki@yahoo.com ; mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org   
Tel +6281398727758  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Ms SITI NURAMALIATI PRIJONO  
CHAIR, THE INDONESIAN MAB PROGRAMME NATIONAL COMMITTEE, 
DEPUTY OF LIFE SCIENCES,  
THE INDONESIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCES (LIPI)  
GEDUNG SASANA WIDYA SARWONO LANTAI 3 
JL. JENDRAL GATOTO SUBROTO NO. 10 JAKARTA 12710 
INDONESIA  
Email  mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org ; sn-prijono@cbn.net.id   
Tel +628128339458  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr ABDUL MANAN  
HEAD OF DEVELOPMENT PLANNING PROGRAM AGENCY (BAPPEDA) OF 
WAKATOBI REGENCY  
JL. UWE ENUNU, WANGI-WANGI, WAKATOBI, INDONESIA  
INDONESIA  
Email  manan_1961@yahoo.com  
Tel +6281245778958  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr YOHANES PURWANTO  
Program Director of The Indonesian MAB Programme National Committee 
THE INDONESIAN INSTITUTE OF SCIENCES (LIPI)  
GEDUNG KUSNOTO, LANTAI 4  
JL. IR. H. JUANDA NO. 18 BOGOR 16122 
INDONESIA  
Email  mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org ; purwanto.lipi@gmail.com   
Tel +628128360011  
Institution 
website  

mab-indonesia.org  

 
Mr AHMAD MUNAWIR  
HEAD OF SECTION NATIONAL PARK,  
DIRECTORATE CONSERVATION AND PROTECTED FOREST DEVELOPMENT  
MANGGALA WANABAKTI BUILDING, BLOK VII FLOOR 7 
GATOT SUBROTO STREET-JAKARTA  
INDONESIA  
Email  wiratns@gmail.com ; mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org   
Tel +6281374078060  
Institution 
website  
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Mr JONDI INDRA BUSTIAN  
HEAD OF DEVELOPMENT PLANNING BOARD OF BENGKALIS REGENCY  
BENGKALIS  
INDONESIA  
Email  mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org  
Tel +622518325854 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr HERLIYAN SALEH  
THE REGENT OF BENGKALIS REGENCY  
BENGKALIS  
INDONESIA  
Email  mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org  
Tel +622518325854 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr AIDA GREENBURY  
MANAGING DIRECTOR SUSTAINABILITY AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT, 
APP  
PLAZA BII, TOWER II LANTAI 5 
THAMRIN - JAKARTA  
INDONESIA  
Email  mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org  
Tel +622518325854 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr CANECIO P. MUNOZ  
DIREKTUR OF ENVIRONMENT AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT, SINAR MAS 
FORESTRY  
PLAZA BII, TOWER II LANTAI 15 
THAMRIN-JAKARTA  
INDONESIA  
Email  Canecio.Munoz@sinarmasforestry.com  
Tel +622518325854 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr SATYAWAN PUDYATMOKO  
DEKAN FAKULTAS KEHUTANAN UGM  
JL. SUKUN B 01, KADIROJO II, PURWOMARTANI KALASAN SLEMAN  
INDONESIA  
Email  mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org  
Tel +62816651284 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr YUYU ARLAN  
SINARMAS FORESTRY  
PEKANBARU, INDONESIA  
INDONESIA 
Email  yuyu_arlan@yahoo.com ; mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org  
Tel +622518325854; +628127638678 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr SAEROZI  
KEPALA BALAI BESAR KONSERVASI SUMBER DAYA ALAM RIAU  
JL. HR. SUBRANTAS KM. 8,5 PEKANBARU  
INDONESIA 
Email  mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org ; bbksdariau@ymail.com  
Tel +622518325854, +6276163135 
Institution 
website  
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Mr YANUAR  
KEPALA BIDANG INFRASTRUKTUR DAN LINGKUNGAN HIDUP, BAPPEDA 
PROVINSI RIAU  
Ir, ST, MT  
JL. GAJAH MADA NO. 200 PEKANBARU  
INDONESIA 
Email  mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org  
Tel +62811754617 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr KASIARUDDIN BIN ABDOEL JALIL  
KEPALA BADAN LINGKUNGAN HIDUP PROVINSI RIAU  
SH  
JL. THAMRIN NO. 93 PEKANBARU  
INDONESIA 
Email  kasiaruddin@yahoo.com 
Tel +6281928415999 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr TENGKU DAHRIL  
KEPALA BADAN PENELITIAN DAN PENGEMBANGAN PROVINSI RIAU  
Prof. Dr. Ir. H, M.Sc  
JL. DIPONEGORO NO. 24 A PEKANBARU  
INDONESIA 
Email  dahril2011@gmail.com  
Tel +62811756094 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr MUHAMMAD RAMLI WALID  
KEPALA BADAN PERENCANAAN PEMBANGUNAN DAERAH PROVINSI RIAU  
DR. SE,M.Si  
JL. GAJAH MADA NO. 200 PEKANBARU  
INDONESIA 
Email  mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org  
Tel +6281276105187 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr AHMAD FAIZAL  
BADAN PERENCANAAN PEMBANGUNAN DAERAH PROVINSI RIAU  
JL. GAJAH MADA NO. 200 PEKANBARU  
INDONESIA 
Email  ahmadfaizalsaleh@gmail.com  
Tel +6285265232049 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Ms GWR. RICHE WILLIYATI  
BADAN PENELITIAN DAN PENGEMBANGAN PROVINSI RIAU  
JL. DIPONEGORO NO. 24 A PEKANBARU  
INDONESIA 
Email  richheranty@gmail.com  
Tel +6281268300800 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr HARIANTO  
PROJECT COORDINATOR ITTO  
GEDUNG KUSNOTO LANTAI 4 
JL. Ir. H. JUANDA NO. 18 
BOGOR  
INDONESIA 
Email  hari.bid3@gmail.com  
Tel +6281326241078 
Institution 
website  

 

 

mailto:mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org
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Ms HANNA BERNADETH THERIK  
TENAGA AHLI KERJASAMA ANTAR INSTANSI, MAJELIS RAKYAT PAPUA  
RUKAN PERMATA SENAYAN 
BLOK F 19-21, JL. TENTARA PELAJAR X 
JAKARTA  
INDONESIA 
Email  hanna_therik@yahoo.com ; mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org  
Tel +622157940998; +622157940997 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr ERNESTO SILANGEN  
TENAGA AHLI KERJASAMA ANTAR INSTANSI, MAJELIS RAKYAT PAPUA  
RUKAN PERMATA SENAYAN 
BLOK F 19-21, JL. TENTARA PELAJAR X 
JAKARTA  
INDONESIA 
Email  ernestosilangen@ymail.com  
Tel +6282110611662 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr SONY PARTONO  
DIRECTOR GENERAL, a.i.,  
DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF FOREST PROCTECTION AND NATURE 
CONSERVATION (PHKA), THE INDONESIAN MINISTRY OF FORESTRY  
MANGGALA WANABAKTI BLOCK I 
JL. GATOT SUBROTO  
JAKARTA  
INDONESIA 
Email  adhel_zumaki@yahoo.com ; mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org  
Tel 628111116594; +62215720229 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr HARIJOKO SISWO PRASETYO  
HEAD OF LORE LINDU NATIONAL PARK  
JL. M. YAMIN NO. 53 PALU  
INDONESIA 
Email  tnlorelindu@gmail.com ; mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org  
Tel +62816603445 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr I. WIDANA 
INDONESIA 

Email   
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr Muslin LUTFI 
PERTAMINA EP  
MENARA STANDAR CHARTER 
Jl. Prof. DR. Satrio No. 164 
JAKARTA  
INDONESIA 
Email  mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org    
Tel +622518325854  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr Teguh Pambudi Utama 
PERTAMINA EP  
MENARA STANDAR CHARTER 
Jl. Prof. DR. Satrio No. 164 
Jakarta  
INDONESIA 

mailto:hanna_therik@yahoo.com
mailto:mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org
mailto:ernestosilangen@ymail.com
mailto:adhel_zumaki@yahoo.com
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Email  mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org   
Tel +622518325854  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr Sigit Dwi Aryanto 
PERTAMINA EP  
MENARA STANDAR CHARTER 
JL. Prof. DR. Satrio No. 164 
Jakarta  
INDONESIA 
Email  mab-lipi@mab-indonesia.org   
Tel +622518325854  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr M. Mori 
INDONESIA 

Email   
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr G. Soebektiono 
INDONESIA 

Email   
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
IRAQ / IRAK 
 

Dr Ahmed M. AZIZ 
Expert 
Ministry of Water Resources 
IRAQ 
 
Email  aziz947@yahoo.com  
Tel +9647705384692 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr Ahmed ADEL 
Chemist 
Ministry of Water Resources 
IRAQ 
Email   
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
ITALY / ITALIE 
 

Mr Maurizio Serra  
Permanent Delegate  
Delegation of Italy to Unesco  
1 Rue Miollis  
75015 Paris 
Email  m.serra.it@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel  
Institution 
website  
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Mr Francesco Tafuri  
Deputy Permanent Delegate  
Delegation of Italy to Unesco  
1 Rue Miollis  
75015 Paris 
Email  f.tafuri.it@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
M. Severo Mastronardi  
Délégation d'Italie auprès de l'Unesco  
1, Rue Miollis  
75015 Paris 
Email  s.mastronardi.it@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr GIORGIO ANDRIAN  
Coordinator of the MaB activities   
CURSA 
Via Palermo 37 
00184 Roma  
ITALY   
Email  projects@giorgioandrian.eu   
Tel +39-335-6802024  
Institution 
website  

www.cursa.it  

 
Mr Ottavio Di Bella  
Ministry for Environment - General Directorate for Protection of Nature and 
Sea  
expert  
via C. Colombo 44, 00147 Roma  
Italy  
Email  ottaviodibella@yahoo.it  
Tel +393926591870 
Institution 
website  

www.minambiente.it  

 
Mr Alessandro Zagarella  
Ministry of Agricultural Food and Forestry Policies  
Via XX settembre 20 - 00141 Rome  
Italy  
Email  a.zagarella@mpaaf.gov.it   
Tel +39 06 4665 5316  
Institution 
website  

www.politicheagricole.it  

 
Ms Valentina Mauriello  
Consultant 
Italian Ministry of the Environment, the Land and the Sea  
Via Cristoforo Colombo, 44  
00147 Rome  
ITALY 
Email  valentina.mauriello@gmail.com  
Tel +39 347 301 31 42 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Ms Anna Maria Maggiore  
Head section - integrated planning and UNESCO - General Directorate for 
protection of nature and sea  
Italian Ministry for the Environment, and Protection of Land and Sea  
Via Cristoforo Colombo, 44  
00147 Rome  
ITALY 
Email  maggiore.annamaria@minambiente.it  

mailto:f.tafuri.it@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:s.mastronardi.it@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:projects@giorgioandrian.eu
mailto:a.zagarella@mpaaf.gov.it
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Tel (+39) 06 5722 3461 
Institution 
website  

www.minambiente.it 

 
M. SILVANO DOVETTA  
PRESIDENTE  
PARCO DEL PO CUNEESE  
VIA GRISELDA N. 8 
12037 SALUZZO (CN)  
ITALIA 
Email  info@parcodelpocn.it ; valente@monviso.eu  
Tel +39017546505 
Institution 
website  

www.parcodelpocn.it 

 
Mme. MARINA BORDESE  
AMMINISTRATORE  
PARCO DEL PO CUNEESE  
VIA GRISELDA N. 8 
12037 SALUZZO (CN)  
ITALIA 
Email  info@parcodelpocn.it ; valente@monviso.eu  
Tel +39017546505 
Institution 
website  

www.parcodelpocn.it 

 
M. FRANCESCO AUDISIO  
ADMINISTRATORE PARCO DEL PO CUNEESE  
VIA GRISELDA N. 8 
12037 SALUZZO (CN)  
ITALIA 
Email  info@parcodelpocn.it ; valente@monviso.eu  
Tel +39017546505 
Institution 
website  

www.parcodelpocn.it 

 
M. MARIO DE CASA  
PARCO DEL PO CUNEESE  
TECNICO  
VIA GRISELDA N. 8 
12037 SALUZZO (CN)  
ITALIA  
Email  info@parcodelpocn.it ; valente@monviso.eu  
Tel +39017546505 
Institution 
website  

www.parcodelpocn.it 

 
KAZAKHSTAN 
 

Dr Roman Jashenko 
Chairman 
Kazakhstan MAB National Committee 
Laboratory of Entomology 
Institute of Zoology 
93 Al-Farabi Avenue 
Almaty 050060  
Kazakhstan 
Email  romajashenko@yahoo.com 
Tel + 7 701 723 95 25 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Ms Elina Maltseva  
Kazakhstan National MAB Committee  
Leading Specialist  
93 al-Farabi Ave., Institute of Zoology 
Almaty, 050060  
Kazakhstan  
Email  elina_m@inbox.ru  
Tel +7 777 2245192 

mailto:info@parcodelpocn.it
mailto:valente@monviso.eu
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mailto:valente@monviso.eu
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Institution 
website  

 

 
THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA / EX-RÉPUBLIQUE YOUGOSLAVE 
DE MACÉDOINE 
 

Ms Natasha Donevska  
Freelance Consultant  
bul. Jane Sandanski 116 1/11 
1000 Skopje  
The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
Email  donevska@gmail.com  
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
MADAGASCAR / MADAGASCAR 
 

M. Hangy Lahimasy  
Conseiller  
Délégation Permanente de Madagascar auprès de l’UNESCO  
40 rue Général foy  
75008 PARIS 
Email  depemadu@wanadoo.fr  
Tel +33142933477 
Institution 
website  

 

 
MALAYSIA / MALAYSIE 
 

H. Exc. Mr MOHD ZULKIFLI MOHAMMED  
AMBASSADOR/PERMANENT DELEGATE  
PERMANENT DELEGATION OF MALAYSIA TO UNESCO  
1, RUE MIOLLIS, ROOM 7.40 
75732 PARIS CEDEX 15 
FRANCE 
Email  m.mohd.my@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr HUSSALMIZZAR BIN HUSSAIN  
SCIENCE ATTACHE  
PERMANENT DELEGATION OF MALAYSIA TO UNESCO  
1, RUE MIOLLIS, ROOM 7.40 
75732 PARIS CEDEX 15 
FRANCE 
Email  h.bin-hussain.my@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mme. Julie BLAZY 
Chargé de Programme Environnement  
PNUD Madagascar  
Antananarivo 
Madagascar  
Email  j.blazy@hotmail.fr   
Tel +33674198114 
Institution 
website  

 

 

mailto:donevska@gmail.com
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MONGOLIA / MONGOLIE 
 

Ms Erdenechimeg Tegshjargal  
The Ministry of Environment and Green Development of Mongolia  
Director-General, Department of Protected Areas Management  
15160 Government building 2, United nations street 5/2  
Ulaanbaatar,  
Mongolia  
Email  erka1111@yahoo.de ; erka@mne.gov.mn   
Tel +976-51-267675  
Institution 
website  

www.mne.gov.mn  

 
NAMIBIA / NAMIBIE 
 

Mr Ferdinand Katire  
Programme Officer Natural and Social Sciences  
Namibia National Commission for UNESCO  
Private Bag 13186 , Government Office Park  
Windhoek  
Namibia 
Email  Ferdinand.Katire@moe.gov.na  
Tel +264 61 29333317 
Institution 
website  

 

 
NIGER / NIGER 
 

M.Hamissou HALILOU MALAM GARBA  
Chef de Division Aires Protégées  
Direction de la Faune, de la Chasse et des Aires Protégées  
Direction Générale de l'Environnement et des Eaux et Forêts, 
Rue des Ambassades  
B.P. 578,  
Niamey 
NIGER 
Email  hamissou66@yahoo.fr ;  hamissou.halilou@gmail.com  
Tel +227 96 5315 43 / +227 90 53 15 43 / +227 94 10 89 65 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mme FATIMATA GAGARA BAKO  
MINISTERE DE L'HYDRAULIQUE ET DE L'ENVIRONNEMENT  
INGENIEUR HYDRAULICIEN  
B.P. 257  
NIAMEY  
NIGER 
Email  gagara_fatima@yahoo.fr  
Tel +227 96472135 
Institution 
website  

 

 
POLAND / POLOGNE 
 

Mr Zygmunt Krzemiński  
Minister's Councellor  
Ministry of the Environment  
Wawelska 52/54 
00-922 Warsaw 
Poland 
Email  zygmunt.krzeminski@mos.gov.pl  
Tel +48 22 57 92 235 
Institution 
website  

www.mos.gov.pl 
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Ms Agnieszka WYZNIKIEWICZ-MABROUK  
Deputy Permanent Delegate  
Permanent Delegation of the Republic of Poland to UNESCO  
Maison de l'UNESCO  
Bureau MS2.41  
1, rue Miollis  
75732 PARIS Cedex 15 
Email  dl.pologne@unesco-delegations.org  
Tel +33 01.45.68.29.97 
Institution 
website  

 

 
REPUBLIC DEMOCRATIC OF CONGO/ REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO 
 

M. Odon MBWESANGOLO 
CLUB UNESCO PRODEVICAN  
biodiversite et changement climatique  
166 AVENUE HAUT CONGO N0 166 Q/ UPN COMMUNE DE NGALIEMA / 
KINSHASA- RDC  
Republique Democratique du Congo  
Email  mbwelwab@yahoo.fr   
Tel +243897772354  
Institution 
website  

 

 
M. Adrien KAKULA DIASOTUKA  
MINISTERE DE L'ENVIRONNEMENT, CONSERVATION DE LA NATURE ET 
TOURISME/RDC  
COORDINATION NATIONALE REDD  
14, AVENUE SERGENT MOKE/QUARTIER SOCIMAT/COMMUNE DE 
NGALIEMA/VILLE DE KINSHASA  
REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO  
Email  kakulaadrien@gmail.com    
Tel +243 990930226 ou +243813996522  
Institution 
website  

www.mecnt.cd  

 
M. Charles de Gaule Ntau  
ibtp ingenieur en btp  
RUE LUBEFU N0 47 COMMUNE DE LA GOMBE KINSHASA   
REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO 
Email  degaulentau@yahoo.fr 
Tel (+243)896439505 
Institution 
website  

 

 
M. Sébastien Lupeto  
AJFOI  
Assemblée des Jeunes Francophones pour les Organisations Internationales  
résident en Tunisie  
REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO 
Email  lupetoseb@gmail.com  
Tel +216 55 378 566 
Institution 
website  

www.ajfoimonde.org 

 
SAINT KITTS & NEVIS / SAINT KITTS & NEVIS   
 

Dr. David P. Doyle  
Permanent Delegate of St. Kitts and Nevis to UNESCO  
28 rue Pasteur  
92210 St. Cloud  
France  
Email  dpdoyle@free.fr ; dl.st-kitts&nevis@unesco-delegations.org 
Tel +33-628-69-40-40 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Mr Antonio Maynard 
Secretary General and Chairman of St. Kitts and Nevis MAB National Committee 
The Education annex, Cayon Street,  

mailto:dl.pologne@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:mbwelwab@yahoo.fr
mailto:kakulaadrien@gmail.com
mailto:lupetoseb@gmail.com
mailto:dpdoyle@free.fr
mailto:dl.st-kitts&nevis@unesco-delegations.org
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Basseterre,  
St. Kitts and Nevis 

Email  dr_direction@yahoo.com  
Tel +869-662-4320 
Institution 
website  

face book-St.kitts national commission 

 
SLOVAKIA / SLOVAQUIE 
 

M. Julius Oszlanyi 
Chairman 
Slovak National Committee for UNESCO MAB Programme 
Institute of Landscape Ecology of the Slovak Academy of Sciences 
Stefanikova Str. No.3, P.O. Box 254 
81499 Bratislava 
 
 
Email  julius.oszlanyi@savba.skmise 
Tel +421.2.20920316 
Institution 
website  

 

 
SPAIN / ESPAGNE 
 

S. Exc. M. Juan Manuel de BARANDICA 
Ambassadeur Délégué Permanent 
Delegación Permanente de España ante la UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis 
75015 París 
France 
 
Email  dl.spain@unesco-delegations.org 
Tel +33 1 45 68 33 85 
Institution 
website  

 

 
M. José Antonio de ORY 
Délégué Permanent Adjoint 
Delegación Permanente de España ante la UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis 
75015 París 
France 
Email  dl.spain@unesco-delegations.org 
Tel +33 1 45 68 33 85 
Institution 
website  

 

 
 

Sra Montserrat Fernandez San Miguel  
Directora Adjunta 
Organismo Autónomo Parques Nacionales (OAPN). 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentacíon y Medio Ambiente 
Jose Abascal 41 
Madrid  
España 
Email  mfsanmiguel@oapn.es  
Tel +34915468114 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Sr Juan José Areces Maqueda  
Secretario del Comité Español del Programa MAB  
Organismo Autónomo Parques Nacionales (OAPN). 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Alimentacíon y Medio Ambiente  
Organismo Autónomo Parques Nacionales 
Calle José Abascal 41 
28003 Madrid  
España 
Email  jareces@oapn.es  

mailto:dr_direction@yahoo.com
mailto:julius.oszlanyi@savba.skmise
mailto:dl.spain@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:dl.spain@unesco-delegations.org
mailto:mfsanmiguel@oapn.es
mailto:jareces@oapn.es
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Tel + 34 915468239 
Institution 
website  

http://www.magrama.gob.es/es/organismo-autonomo-parques-
nacionales-oapn/ 

 
Sra Paloma Ramos  
Asistente Técnica de la Oficina Española del Programa MAB (OAPN)  
Organismo Autónomo Parques Nacionales (OAPN). 
Calle José Abascal 41 
28003 Madrid  
España 
Email  at_mab3@oapn.es  
Tel +34914220212 
Institution 
website  

www.oapn.es 

 
Sr. JOSE ANTONIO SANTISO MIRAMONTES  
ASOCIACIÓN DESARROLLO RURAL  
MARIÑAS - BETANZOS  
SAN MARCOS, S/N 
15318 ABEGONDO (A CORUÑA)  
ESPAÑA 
Email  info@marinasbetanzos.org  
Tel +34 981669541 
Institution 
website  

www.marinasbetanzos.org 

 
Sr. JORGE MANUEL BLANCO BALLÓN  
ASOCIACIÓN DESARROLLO RURAL  
"MARIÑAS - BETANZOS"  
SAN MARCOS, S/N 
15318 ABEGONDO - A CORUÑA  
ESPAÑA 
Email  info@marinasbetanzos.org  
Tel +34 981669541 
Institution 
website  

www.marinasbetanzos.org 

 
Sr. CESAR LONGO QUEIJO  
ASOCIACIÓN DESARROLLO RURAL  
MARIÑAS - BETANZOS  
SAN MARCOS, S/N 
15318 ABEGONDO - A CORUÑA 
GALICIA - ESPAÑA 
Email  info@marinasbetanzos.org  
Tel +34 981669541 
Institution 
website  

www.marinasbetanzos.org 

 
Sr. ROBERTO ARIAS SÁNCHEZ  
SUBDIRECTOR GENERAL  
CONSEJERÍA DE MEDIO AMBIENTE. XUNTA DE GALICIA  
SAN MARCOS, S/N 
15318 ABEGONDO - A CORUÑA 
GALICIA  
ESPAÑA 
Email  info@marinasbetanzos.org  
Tel +981669541 
Institution 
website  

http://www.marinasbetanzos.com/ 

 
Sra. Valle Hidalgo Prieto  
Ayuntamiento de El Espinar (Segovia)  
Plaza de la Constitución 1. 40400. 
El Espinar. Segovia.  
España 
Email  medioambiente@aytoelespinar.com  
Tel +34661612586 
Institution 
website  

www.elespinar 

 

mailto:at_mab3@oapn.es
mailto:info@marinasbetanzos.org
mailto:info@marinasbetanzos.org
mailto:info@marinasbetanzos.org
mailto:info@marinasbetanzos.org
mailto:medioambiente@aytoelespinar.com
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Sr. Francisco E. Jorge Gómez  
Ayuntamiento de El Espinar (Segovia)  
Plaza de la Constitución 1. 40400. 
El Espinar. Segovia.  
España 
Email  medioambiente@aytoelespinar.com  
Tel +34661612586 
Institution 
website  

www.elespinar.es 

 
Sr. VÁZQUEZ FERNÁNDEZ  
Alcalde-Presidente  
AYUNTAMIENTO DEL REAL SITIO DE SAN ILDEFONSO  
PLAZA DE LOS DOLORES, Nº1 
40100 SAN ILDEFONSO  
ESPAÑA 
Email  alcaldia@lagranja-valsain.com  
Tel +34 921 47 00 18 
Institution 
website  

wwww.lagranja-valsain.com 

 
Sr. ÓSCAR AGRAZ PASCUAL  
TÉCNICO DE MEDIO AMBIENTE  
AYUNTAMIENTO DEL REAL SITIO DE SAN ILDEFONSO  
PLAZA DE LOS DOLORES, Nº1 
40100 SAN ILDEFONSO  
ESPAÑA 
Email  medioambiente2.sanildefonso@gmail.com  
Tel +34 921 47 00 18 
Institution 
website  

www.lagranja-valsain.com 

 
Sr. MARIA JESÚS FERNÁNDEZ ORTEGA  
CONCEJAL DE MEDIO AMBIENTE  
AYUNTAMIENTO DEL REAL SITIO DE SAN ILDEFONSO  
PLAZA DE LOS DOLORES Nº 1, 
40100 SAN ILDEFONSO (SEGOVIA).  
ESPAÑA 
Email  alcaldia@lagranja-valsain.com  
Tel +34 921 47 00 18 
Institution 
website  

www.lagranja-valsain.com 

 
Sra. MARIA JOSÉ BENEGAS MATEO  
DELEGADA ALCALDÍA  
AYUNTAMIENTO DEL REAL SITIO DE SAN ILDEFONSO  
PLAZA DE LOS DOLORES Nº 1 
40100 SAN ILDEFONSO (SEGOVIA)  
ESPAÑA 
Email  alcaldia@lagranja-valsain.com  
Tel +34 91 47 00 18 
Institution 
website  

www.lagranja-valsain.com 

 
Sra. Laura García Álvarez  
Ayuntamiento de El Espinar (Segovia)  
Plaza de la Constitución, nº 1 
40400 El Espinar (Segovia)  
España 
Email  alcaldia@aytoelespinar.com  
Tel +34921181700 
Institution 
website  

www.elespinar.es 

 
Sra. Raquel Rincón Sanz  
Ayuntamiento de El Espinar (Segovia)  
Plaza de la Constitución, nº 1 
40400 El Espinar (Segovia)  
España 
Email  alcaldia@aytoelespinar.com  
Tel +34921181700 

mailto:medioambiente@aytoelespinar.com
mailto:alcaldia@lagranja-valsain.com
mailto:medioambiente2.sanildefonso@gmail.com
mailto:alcaldia@lagranja-valsain.com
mailto:alcaldia@lagranja-valsain.com
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Institution 
website  

www.elespinar.es 

 
SOUTH AFRICA / AFRIQUE DU SUD 
 

Mr Thivhilaeli MAKATU  
South African Permanent Delegation to UNESCO  
59 Quai d'Orsay, 75343  
Paris Cedex 07 
FRANCE 
Email  makatut@dirco.gov.za 
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Ms Marisa Coetzee  
(Michel Batisse Award 2013)  
Program Manager and Biodiversity Coordinator 
Association for Water and Rural Development 
P.O. Box 1919 
Hoedspruit 1380, 
South Africa 
Email  coetzeemarisa@gmail.com ; marisa@award.org.za  
Tel +(27)82 7303650 
Institution 
website  

 

 
Ms Skumsa Mancotywa  
NATIONAL DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS  
Chief Director  
P/BAG X447 
PRETORIA 0001 
South Africa  
Email  smancotywa@environment.gov.za 
Tel +27123103014 
Institution 
website  

www.environment.gov.za 

 
Mr KARL NAUDE  
NATIONAL DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS  
CONTROL BIODIVERSITY OFFICER GRADE B  
P/BAG X447 
PRETORIA 0001 
Sout Africa  
Email  knaude@environment.gov.za  
Tel +27123103700 
Institution 
website  

www.environment.gov.za 

 
Mr MPHO PILA  
NATIONAL DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS  
BIODIVERSITY PRODUCTION OFFICER  
P/BAG X447 
PROTORIA 0001  
South Africa 
Email  mpila@environment.gov.za  
Tel +27123103353 
Institution 
website  

www.environment.gov.za 

 
Mr Nemutandani Mashudu 
Assistant Director  
Provincial Department North West Province  
Development House (NWDC Building); Corner Provident Street and University 
drive;  
MMabatho, 2735 
South Africa  
Email  mnemutandani@nwpg.gov.za  
Tel +27145973597 

mailto:makatut@dirco.gov.za
mailto:coetzeemarisa@gmail.com
mailto:marisa@award.org.za
mailto:knaude@environment.gov.za
mailto:mpila@environment.gov.za
mailto:mnemutandani@nwpg.gov.za


SC-13/CONF.225/11 
Annex 1 – page 44 

Institution 
website  

http://www.nwpg.gov.za/Economic%20Dev.%20&%20Tourism/Default.asp 

 
SUDAN / SOUDAN 
 

Prof. Salwa Mansour 
Expert  
Sudanese National Commission for Education, Science and Culture 
P.O. Box 2324 
KHARTOUM 
Sudan 
Email  sudannatcom@hotmail.com 
Tel +(249) 83 779 888 
Institution 
website  

 

 
SWEDEN / SUEDE 
 

Ms Johanna MacTaggart  
National MAB coordinator  
Swedish MAB National Committee 
Biosfärkontoret 
Box77 
54221 Mariestad  
Sweden 
Email  Johanna.mactaggart@vanerkulle.se 
Tel +46 501 393193 
Institution 
website  

www.biosfaromrade.se 

 
THE NETHERLANDS / LES PAYS-BAS 
 

Ms Pieternel van Oers  
Permanent Delegation of the Netherlands to UNESCO  
14 Rue de Cadix 
75015  
France 
Email  pieternelvanoers@hotmail.com  
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
Ms Khazar Nakhost Lotfi  
Permanent Delegation of the Netherlands to UNESCO  
1 rue Miollis 
75015 Paris 
France 
Email  khazar.lotfi@gmail.com  
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
TUNISIA / TUNISIE 
 

M. makram hadj Ayed  
Agence Tunis Afrique Presse  
12, Rue de Turquie, Cité yasmine 
La Manouba 02010   
Tunisie  
Email  makram.hadjayed@yahoo.fr   
Tel +21624207939 
Institution 
website  

www.tap.info.tn  

 

mailto:sudannatcom@hotmail.com
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UGANDA / OUGANDA 
 

Mr Baguma Ronald  
Uganda National Bureau of Standards  
Laboratory Assistant  
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
P.O Box 6329 Nakawa 
Kampala 
Uganda  
Email  ronald.baguma@unbs.go.ug   
Tel +256782417102  
Institution 
website  

www.unbs.go.ug  

 
VANUATU 
 

Mr Samson VILVIL-FARE 
Delegation Permanente Adjoint 
Delegation permanente du Vanuatu aupres de l’UNESCO 
 
Email  s.vivilfare@vanuatuembassy.be   
Tel +33631823132  
Institution 
website  

 

 
VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF)/ 
VENEZUELA (REPUBLIQUE BOLIVARIENNE DU) 
 

Mme Nawel A. Pérez Gharib 
Deuxième Secrétaire 
Délégation permanente de la République Bolivarienne du Venezuela auprès de 
l’UNESCO 
1 rue Miollis 
75015 PARIS 
 
Email  n.perez.ve@unesco-delegations.org ; n.perezgharib@gmail.com  
Tel +33 1 45682532 / 33 / 34   
Institution 
website  

 

 
 

OBSERVER / OBSERVATEUR 
NON MEMBER STATE TO UNESCO / ETAT NON MEMBRE DE L’UNESCO 

HOLY SEE / VATICAN 

Msgr. Francesco Follo  
Permanent Observer of the Holy See to UNESCO  
Permanent Observer Mission of the Holy See to UNESCO  
Maison de l’UNESCO 
1 rue Miollis 
75015 PARIS 
Email  op.saint-siege@unesco.org  
Tel +33 1 45683313   
Institution 
website  

 

 

mailto:ronald.baguma@unbs.go.ug
mailto:s.vivilfare@vanuatuembassy.be
mailto:n.perez.ve@unesco-delegations.org%20;%20n.perezgharib@gmail.com
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INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES NON GOUVERNEMENTALES 
 
IUBS  
 

Ms Nathalie Fomproix  
Executive Director  
IUBS  
Universite Paris Sud XI 
batiment 442 
91405 Orsay cedex  
France  
Email  nfomproix@iubs.org   
Tel +33169155027  
Institution 
website  

iubs.org  

 
IUCN  
 

Mr Tim Badman 
Director 
World Heritage Programme 
IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) 
28 rue Mauverney,  
CH-1196 Gland,  
Switzerland 
Email  Tim.BADMAN@iucn.org 
Tel +41 22 999 0278  Mobile: +41 79 521 8984 
Institution 
website  

http://www.iucn.org/ 

 
RAMSAR CONVENTION 
 

Mr  Llewellyn YOUNG 
Senior Regional Advisor for asia-Oceania 
Secretariat of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands  
Rue Mauverney 28 
CH-1196 Gland 
Switzerland 
Email  young@ramsar.org / ramsar@ramsar.org  
Tel +41792902625  / +41 22 999 01 70 
Institution 
website  

http://www.ramsar.org/  

 
SCOPE 
 

Mme Susan Greenwood Etienne  
SCOPE  
c/o UNESCO 
Bât. VII, Room 3.16 
1, rue Miollis 
75015 Paris  
France  
Email  sgreenwood@scopenvironment.org  
Tel +33 01 4586 4571 
Institution 
website  

www.scopenvironment.org 

 

mailto:nfomproix@iubs.org
mailto:Tim.BADMAN@iucn.org
http://www.iucn.org/
mailto:young@ramsar.org
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INSTITUTS 

 
Mr Naguib-Michel Sidhom 
Président – Directeur des recherches 
Institut d’Orient 
51 rue Lacepède 
75005 Paris 
Email  institutdorient@gmail.com 
Tel +33 6 18 21 16 20 
Institution 
website  

institutdorient.org 

 
Mr  Thierry Gaudin  
President Prospective 2100 
 WFSF  
59 rue St André des Arts 
75006 Paris  
France  
Email  gaudin@2100.org   
Tel +33607557622  
Institution 
website  

http://2100.org and http://www.wfsf.org/  

 
Mme. Nancy Ochoa-Gilonne  
Association LUPUNA  
Fondatrice  
8 Terrasse du Parc 
75019 Paris  
France  
Email  n.gilonne@gmail.com  
Tel +33 1 6 45 78 57 32  
Institution 
website  

http://associationlupuna.blogspot.fr/  

 
M. Michel Gilonne  
Association LUPUNA  
Président  
8 Terrasse du Parc 
75019 Paris  
France  
Email  michel.gilonne@gmail.com   
Tel +33 1 6 45 78 57 32  
Institution 
website  

http://associationlupuna.blogspot.fr/  

 
M. Jérôme Pelenc  
Institut des Hautes Etudes sur l'Amérique Latine (IHEAL-CREDA)  
17 rue Pierre Leroux  
75007 Paris  
France 
Email  jerome.pelenc@gmail.com  
Tel  
Institution 
website  

http://www.iheal.univ-paris3.fr/ 

 
Mme. Clémence Bourlet  
PAFHA  
45 boulevard Brune 
75014 PARIS  
FRANCE 
Email  clem.brlt@gmail.com  
Tel  
Institution 
website  

 

 
 

mailto:institutdorient@gmail.com
mailto:gaudin@2100.org
mailto:michel.gilonne@gmail.com
mailto:jerome.pelenc@gmail.com
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UNESCO SECRETARIAT 
 

UNESCO Offices / Bureaux de l’UNESCO 
 

Mr Shahbaz Khan  
Deputy Director  
UNESCO Jakarta  
UNESCO House, JL.Galuh (II) No.5, Kebayoran Baru, 
Jakarta 12110,  
Indonesia  
Email  s.khan@unesco.org   
Tel +62 21 7399818   
Institution 
website  

www.unesco.org/Jakarta  

 
 
 

UNESCO Headquarters / Siège de l’UNESCO 
 

Assistant Director General for Natural Sciences: 
Ms Gretchen Kalonji 
 
Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences: 
Mr Thomas Schaaf, Director a.i. and Secretary a.i. of the MAB Programme 
Ms Marthe Baganzicaha, Programme Specialist 
Ms Meriem Bouamrane, Programme Specialist 
Ms Maria Cardenas, Consultant 
Mr Miguel Clüsener-Godt, Senior Programme Specialist 
Mr Peter Dogsé, Programme Specialist 
Mr Alberto Hernandez Salinas, Assistant Programme Specialist 
Ms Natasha Lazic, Assistant 
Ms Sandra Ménard, Assistant 
Ms Kremena Nikolova, Assistant 
Ms Noeline Rakotoarisao-Raondry, Chief of Section, SC/EES/BNC 
Ms Sylvie Venter, Senior Assistant to the Director 
Ms Lisa Blanken, Intern 
 
 

PRESS 
 

Ms Mejadzic Djeuana  
Journalist 
UNESCO Press 
 
Email  djananouvelles@gmail.com 
Tel  
Institution 
website  

http://www.jolpress.com/blog/djenana-mujadzic--819636.html 

 
Mr Lamine Tall 
Journalist 
Diaspora News  
 
Email  amdoulaminetall@yahoo.fr    
Tel  
Institution 
website  

http://www.diasporanews.eu/  

 
 

mailto:s.khan@unesco.org
https://mail.unesco.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=jAMTIE3VWECsybbo6QemR1HWJmQKMNAIDqXCRFJ8iYiZR-RaB5RvFKAA9IQlyuuW9ymn50886qU.&URL=mailto%3adjananouvelles%40gmail.com
https://mail.unesco.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=jAMTIE3VWECsybbo6QemR1HWJmQKMNAIDqXCRFJ8iYiZR-RaB5RvFKAA9IQlyuuW9ymn50886qU.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.jolpress.com%2fblog%2fdjenana-mujadzic--819636.html
mailto:amdoulaminetall@yahoo.fr
http://www.diasporanews.eu/
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AGENDA  

 

1. Opening by the Chair of the ICC 
 
2. Opening remarks by the UNESCO Director-General  
 
3. Report by the Chair of the ICC 
 
4. Adoption of the agenda and timetable 
 
5. Report by the Secretary of the MAB Programme 

 
6. Reports on actions undertaken by Member States / regional and thematic MAB  Networks 

in the context of MAB 
 

7. Evaluation of the Madrid Action Plan (MAP)  
 

8. MAB and World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) – post Rio+20 opportunities 
and towards a strategy for 2014-2021 

 
9. Proposals for new biosphere reserves and extensions/modifications to biosphere 

reserves that are part of the WNBR 
 
10. Periodic review of biosphere reserves and follow-up of recommendations 
 
11. Michel Batisse Award for Biosphere Reserve Management 

 
12. MAB Young Scientists Award Scheme 

 
13. Date and venue of the 26th session of the MAB-ICC 
 
14. Other matters 

 
15. Adoption of the report 

 
16. Closure of the session 
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International Co-ordinating Council of the Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme 
Twenty-fifth session 

 

UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, Room XII (Fontenoy Building) 
27-30 May 2013 

 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/man-and-
biosphere-programme/about-mab/icc/icc/25th-session/ 

REPORT BY THE SECRETARY OF THE MAB PROGRAMME 

1. This report summarizes main activities undertaken by the MAB Secretariat since the 24th 
session of the MAB International Co-ordinating Council (ICC) held at UNESCO Headquarters 
(Paris, 9-13 July 2012). At the time when the Secretary a.i. of the MAB Programme will introduce 
the report to the MAB Council on 27 May 2013 he may add new information that became available 
during the intervening period. This report will only refer to issues which are not covered by the 
proposed individual agenda items for the 25th session of the Council as the latter will be introduced 
by the MAB Secretariat at the time of each agenda item. Some of the agenda items (e.g. proposals 
for new biosphere reserve nominations, periodic review reports on existing biosphere reserves, or 
MAB Young Scientists Research Grant Awards) will be studied by the Bureau of the ICC and its 
recommendations will be brought to the consideration of the Council at the time of the discussion 
of the particular agenda item by the ICC.  
 
2. The 24th session of the MAB ICC has been attended by all 34 members of the Council as 
well as by 34 observer delegations and four intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations. At its 24th session, the Council approved 20 new biosphere reserves, including in 
three new countries (Kazakhstan, Haiti, Sao Tome and Principe), and including two new 
transboundary biosphere reserves. The World Network of Biosphere Reserves currently counts 
610 biosphere reserves (including 12 transboundary sites) in 117 countries. Many MAB National 
Committees and UNESCO National Commissions have organized official inauguration ceremonies 
for the new biosphere reserves which have been well covered by the local and national media thus 
contributing greatly to the visibility of the individual site and the World Network of Biosphere 
Reserves at large. 
 
3. Following the decision by the ICC at its 24th session, a small working group has been 
established with regard to reflecting on the key issues that the evaluation of the Madrid Action Plan 
for Biosphere Reserves should focus on. Progress achieved on this issue will be reported under 
item 7 of the provisional agenda. 
 
4. At its July 2012 session, the MAB ICC had decided that the MAB Secretariat send a letter to 
all MAB National Committees requesting them to provide information by the end of 2013 on the 
process of upgrading existing biosphere reserves into sites which meet the criteria of the Seville 
Strategy for Biosphere Reserves. The MAB Secretariat has complied with this request and detailed 
information on the outcome of this endeavour will be provided to the Council under item 10 of the 
provisional agenda. 
 
5. Following the decision of the MAB Council at its 24th session, and after endorsement by the 
MAB Bureau at the end of December 2012, both the biosphere reserve nomination and periodic 
review forms have been finalized and translated into French and Spanish, thanks to the support of 
the French and the Spanish MAB National Committees. The new forms are available in English, 
French and Spanish on the MAB website at http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-
sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/related-info/publications/mab-official-documents/.  
 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/man-and-biosphere-programme/about-mab/icc/icc/25th-session/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/man-and-biosphere-programme/about-mab/icc/icc/25th-session/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/related-info/publications/mab-official-documents/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natural-sciences/environment/ecological-sciences/related-info/publications/mab-official-documents/
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6.  On 25 January 2013, the 9th Consultation Meeting between the International Support Group 
(ISG) for the Implementation of the Madrid Action Plan and the Secretariat of the MAB Programme 
took place at UNESCO Headquarters with a large number of representatives of Permanent 
Delegations to UNESCO attending. In essence, they agreed to the views of the MAB Secretariat 
pertaining to the final evaluation of the Madrid Action Plan and post Rio+20 opportunities and 
preliminary ideas towards a strategy for 2014-2021. These matters will be presented to the MAB 
ICC under the respective items 7 and 8 of the preliminary agenda. 
 
 
Ecosystems and global programme matters: 
 
7.  The period since the 24th session of the MAB ICC was marked by the severe financial 
situation which is currently affecting all of UNESCO, both in terms of human resources and funding 
for programme activities. For example, the successful world-wide study on global and climate 
change affecting mountain biosphere reserves (GLOCHAMOST) could not be implemented as 
originally foreseen in this biennium due to lack of funding under UNESCO’s Regular Programme. 
However, several biosphere reserves (e.g. Changbaishan BR, China; Berchtesgaden BR, 
Germany; Nanda Devi BR, India; Huascaran BR, Peru; Sierra Nevada BR, Spain) have continued 
GLOCHAMOST work on their own.  
 
8. Fortunately, some ecosystem related MAB activities, such as on drylands, were partly 
compensated through on-going extra-budgetary funded projects, in particular through the 
Sustainable Management of Marginal Drylands Project (SUMAMAD, sponsored by the Flemish 
Government of Belgium) involving dryland biosphere reserves in Burkina Faso, China, Egypt, 
Jordan, Pakistan and Tunisia as well as dryland researchers in Belgium, Bolivia and India. 
Unfortunately, however, no funding from UNESCO’s Regular Programme budget could be 
allocated to dryland studies and dryland biosphere reserves in other countries. 
 
9. The 3rd Meeting of the Global Network of Island and Costal Biosphere Reserves will take 
place on the islands of Hiiumaa and Saaremaa of the West‐Estonian Archipelago BR (Estonia, 3-7 
June 2013. This meeting is jointly organized by the MAB Secretariat, the West‐Estonian 
Archipelago BR, Jeju Island BR (Republic of Korea), and Menorca BR (Spain). Established in 
2012, the World Network of Island and Coastal Biosphere Reserves aims to study, implement and 
disseminate island and coastal strategies to preserve biodiversity and heritage, promote 
sustainable development, and adapt to and mitigate the effects of climate change. Its two technical 
headquarters coordinate the network and work together at the global level: the office on the island 
of Jeju focuses on climate change issues while the other office in Menorca specializes on 
sustainable development. The First Meeting of this new network had been held in Menorca (13-15 
February 2012), and the second on Jeju Island (12-13 September 2012). The purpose of the 3rd 
Meeting is to bring together representatives of island and coastal biosphere reserves to discuss the 
main challenges and threats facing these areas ‐ climate change; water, energy and food 
self‐sufficiency; and waste management ‐ and to share experiences and potential solutions. 

 

10. The MAB Secretariat is pursuing its cooperation with the Stockholm Resilience Center 
(SRC), notably through the Programme on Ecosystem Change and Society Programme (PECS) 
sponsored by UNESCO and ICSU and hosted by the SRC. Biosphere reserves are used as 
research sites in several projects and working groups, including on landscape conservation and 
biodiversity. The MAB Secretariat is cooperating with other research programmes from the SRC 
using biosphere reserves as demonstration sites, such as the GLEAN project (Global Survey on 
Learning and Participation in Ecosystem Management of Biosphere Reserves). In addition, the 
cooperation with the University of Michigan (USA) on governance of biosphere reserves has 
progressed and more than 200 sites are now sampled in the governance data base, inspired from 
the socio-ecological framework of Prof. Elinor Ostrom. UNESCO-MAB is an institutional partner of 
the Elinor Ostrom Award for Collective Governance of the Commons. Created to honour the legacy 
of Elinor Ostrom, the Award aims to promote the work of practitioners and scholars involved in the 
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field of the commons. According with Elinor Ostrom’s large legacy the Award will go to academic 
and applied works on our commons. The first call for nominations was opened until mid-April 2013, 
inter alia on the MAB homepage. 
 
11. In November 2012, UNESCO-MAB and UNEP organized the 2nd Council meeting for the 
Great Apes Survival Partnership (GRASP) at UNESCO Headquarters which had not meet since 
2005. This event, sponsored by DFID, revitalized collaboration with UNEP and raised the visibility 
of UNESCO as GRASP’s co-lead UN agency. The major outcome of the Council was the 
agreement on a long-term strategy in which those biosphere reserves that are habitats of great 
apes species could play a critical role in the implementation of this strategy.  
 
12. The urban agenda of MAB has been promoted through the new Biosphere Integrated Rural 
Urbanization Programme (BIRUP), the first phase of which is carried out in China (Ba’nan District, 
Chongqing). BIRUP is a new and evolving partnership among UNESCO-MAB,  Chongqing City 
and its Ba’nan District and the private sector CHIC Group. Its main objective is to reconcile urban 
development with sustainable development, poverty reduction and conservation of natural rural 
areas. It takes a holistic approach to urban development by integrating the needs of peri-urban 
areas and their populations and the necessity to safeguard the provision of ecosystem services 
from the natural environment making full use of the biosphere reserve concept.  
 
13. Work on climate change and biosphere reserves has been reinforced through collaboration 
with the UNESCO Intersectoral Platform on Climate Change under which several intersectoral and 
interdisciplinary projects involving biosphere reserves were launched in late 2012. Notably:  

• SPARCK - Sharing Perceptions of Adaptation, Resilience and Climate Knowledge. A 
project coordinated by UNESCO’s Apia Office on climate change adaptation and education 
project for Pacific Island countries; 

• RENFORUS Initiative – a project to promote the use of biosphere reserves and World 
Heritage Sites as field observatories on the sustainable use of renewable energy sources. 

• The UNESCO Climate Change Adaptation Forum project which seeks to advance science 
and knowledge for informed climate change adaptation action, including in and around 
biosphere reserves. 

• Climate Change Impacts in Major Mountainous Regions of the World – a multidisciplinary  
network for adaptation strategies involving biosphere reserves in mountain areas. 

 
 
Regional activities: 
 
14. Despite financial limitations, several important activities have been carried out in regional and 
sub-regional MAB networks, often sponsored through extra-budgetary support, and implemented 
by UNESCO field offices. In the Asia-Pacific region, the East Asian Biosphere Reserve Network 
(EABRN) through the UNESCO-Beijing Office organized a one week training workshop in 
Changbaishan (China, 10-16 July 2012) focusing on new technologies used in the processes of 
biodiversity inventory including geographical information management, field survey, and data 
management. Seventeen participants from all 7 EABRN member countries participated in the 
training and the trainees had a chance to practice their newly acquired skills during a field visit to 
Changbaishan BR. EABRN is working on a joint research project on impacts of climate change on 
biodiversity and long-term monitoring involving Changbaishan BR (China), Mt Paekdu BR 
(Democratic People’s Republic of Korea), Mount Sorak BR (Republic of Korea) and Sikhote-
Alinskiy BR (Russian Federation). The 13th EABRN Meeting will be held in Irkutsk (Russian 
Federation) from 14-18 October 2013 with a special focus on “Biological and Social Consequences 
of Global Changes”.  
 
15. A meeting of the South and Central Asian MAB Network (SACAM) was held in Ramsar (I. 
R. of Iran, February 2013), at which the five central Asian countries were admitted as new 
members to the SACAM network. SACAM activities were showcased at the 11th Conference of the 
Parties of the CBD in Hyderabad (COP-11, India, October 2012) during which the UNESCO-New 
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Delhi Office in association with the Government of India launched the “Compendium of Indian 
Biosphere Reserves“. Moreover, a high-level side event at COP-11 on “Sustaining Coral 
Communities: Sustainable and climate resilient future through the first UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserve in Maldives“ was organized by the Government of Maldives, UNESCO, UNDP and the 
CBD Secretariat. The Minister of the Environment of the Maldives pledged that the entire country 
and its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) will become a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve by 2017; this 
pledge was made in response to the COP-11 Hyderabad Call for Biodiversity Champions, inter alia 
to significantly increase efforts to protect the marine environment. Another COP-11 side event 
(organized by GIZ and UNESCO) discussed “Biodiversity heritage sites for climate change 
adaptation: the role of UNESCO designated sites - natural world heritage sites and biosphere 
reserves”. The Government of Chhattisgarh (India) organized another COP-11 side event to mark 
the designation of Achanakmar-Amarkantak BR.  
 
16.  The UNESCO-Jakarta Office in collaboration with the Viet Nam MAB National Committee will 
organize a Strategic Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Biosphere Reserves Networks from 22 to 25 April in 
Hanoi (Viet Nam, 22-25 April 2013) with the theme “The Role of Biosphere Reserves in Shaping the 
Future We Want for All” to which representatives from the Asian sub-regional networks (EABRN, 
PACMAB, SACAM, SeaBRNet) will be invited.  
 
17. As regards the African Region, the MAB Secretariat and AfriMAB are partnering with the 
German Commission for UNESCO and the German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) 
in the development of a “Management manual for managers of UNESCO Biosphere Reserves in 
Africa”. In February 2013, a meeting was organized in Mombasa (Kenya) to discuss and refine the 
contents of the manual. Twenty-five experts from 13 countries from Africa and Germany attended 
the meeting. The manual is meant for use for the entire African continent.  
 
18. Following the priority identified by AfriMAB on promoting sustainable management of shared 
ecosystems through the establishment of transboundary biosphere reserves, the MAB Secretariat 
in collaboration with UNESCO field offices is implementing two projects aiming at assessing the 
feasibility of creating transboundary biosphere reserves in the Congo Forest basin (Cameroon, 
Congo, Gabon) in the TRIDOM area (proposed ‘Tri-national Dja-Odzala-Minkebe’ biosphere 
reserve) and in the Lake Chad basin (Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Libya, Niger, 
Nigeria). 
 
19. In Rwanda, the Centre of Excellence in Biodiversity (CoEB) project is still going on supported 
by OneUN Funds. The MAB Secretariat with the UNESCO-Nairobi Office organized 3 training of 
trainers’ courses in taxonomy with lecturers from Burundi, Uganda and South Africa. Twenty- nine 
teachers from 8 institutions as part of the CoEB have benefitted from these training sessions. 
 
20. During the last ten months, the Regional School for Integrated Management of Tropical 
Forests (ERAIFT, according to its French acronym) in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has 
supported the training of 64 Masters and 33 PhDs. ERAIFT staff have attended several workshops 
and seminars which were directly linked to the daily activities of the school  and for which they 
served as trainers in partnership with different organizations. ERAIFT has also undertaken several 
actions to reach excellence as a regional entity. For this purpose, missions have been carried out 
to Ouagadougou (Burkina Faso) for the recognition of PhD degrees by CAMES (African and 
Malagasy Council for Higher Education), and to Abidjan (Côte d’Ivoire) to revive the proposal of 
extending ERAIFT into West Africa following UNESCO's Executive Board decision 179EX/38. 
 
21. The UNESCO Dar es Salaam Office organized two training courses (one on the mainland 
and one on the Island of Zanzibar) for the MAB National Committee of the United Republic of 
Tanzania following their request for more nominations of sites into the World Network of Biosphere 
Reserves. The training courses were sponsored through the Tanzania UNDAP for 2012/2013. A 
total of 40 persons were trained during the two activities using a training manual which the 
UNESCO Dar es Salaam Office had developed incorporating also gender and culture issues. The 
overall aim of the courses were to provide the participants with relevant information to develop 
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successful nominations for a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. Several new sites were proposed for 
biosphere reserve designations, including transboundary sites.  
 
22. In accordance with the Madrid Action Plan and in order to strengthen the MAB National 
Committee for optimum performance of their roles and responsibilities as well as efficient delivery 
of their mandate, the UNESCO-Abuja Office organised a 2-day workshop from 26–27 March 2013 
on “Strengthening the IHP and MAB National Committees for Effective Water Governance, 
Biosphere Reserve Management and Biodiversity Conservation”. The workshop was hosted by the 
National Water Recourses Institute/UNESO RC-IRBM in Kaduna (Nigeria). The meeting was well 
attended and participants committed to participate actively in MAB regional and global network 
activities.  
 
23. Hosted by the MAB National Committee of Ghana, the next AfriMAB meeting will be 
organized in Accra (24-27 September 2013). Technical sessions will focus on the role of 
ecosystem services in African biosphere reserves in boosting green economy. In this context it is 
hoped that the proposed UNESCO project on “Green Economies in African Biosphere Reserves” 
benefitting Ghana, Nigeria and the United Republic of Tanzania will be approved for funding by the 
Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA).  
 
24. The ArabMAB Member States Network will organize its 8th Meeting & Regional Workshop on 
Green Economy and Biosphere Reserves in Dana Biosphere Reserve (Jordan) from 12-13 April 
2013. The workshop will focus on ecosystem services, climate change and tourism.  
 
25. The IberoMAB Network will have its 16th meeting in Venezuela in November 2013. The 
participation of 22 countries throughout the Latin America and Caribbean region as well as the 
Iberian Peninsula is envisaged. This meeting will determine the future of the network, its working 
modalities and its funding. The UNESCO Office in Montevideo in close cooperation with the 
UNESCO Office in Quito and the MAB Secretariat at UNESCO will organise this meeting jointly 
with the IberoMAB Secretariat located at the Spanish Ministry for Agriculture, Food and 
Environment. A particular focus of this meeting will be the consideration of establishing 
transboundary biosphere reserves.   
 
26. The Government of St. Kitts & Nevis and the MAB Secretariat organized an “Inter-Ministerial 
and Experts Conference on Biosphere Reserves in the Caribbean Sub-Region: Tools for 
Sustainable Development and Growth” which took place in St. Kitts & Nevis from 26-27 March 
2013. The objective of this event was to facilitate discussions on the identification of appropriate 
locations for new biosphere reserves as well as their integration with local/national sustainable 
development agendas and plans for adaptation to climate change. The conference also 
encouraged participants to discuss the creation of an expert network for the designations of new 
biosphere reserves in the English-speaking Caribbean sub-region and to identify specific initiatives 
which can be developed in already existing biosphere reserve leading to the development and 
promotion of new products, services and employment. The meeting was attended by five Ministers 
in charge of environment related issues (Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Jamaica, St. Kitts & 
Nevis, St. Maarten), and high-level delegations from Curaçao, St. Vincent and the Grenadines and 
St. Lucia. 
 
27. In late 2012, the Government of Germany via its Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
(BMZ) and the Bank for Reconstruction (KfW) decided to support the trinational transboundary 
Trifinio Fraternidad Biosphere Reserve (El Salvador/Guatemala/Honduras) with a grant of € 11 
million for a period of 5 years. Thus, Germany recognizes the work of local communities in 
promoting and managing their own development in line with the conservation of natural resources. 
For the trinational institution of the Trifinio Fraternidad Biosphere Reserve, this support is also an 
acknowledgement of its responsibility to help improve the sustainable coexistence of people (some 
370,500 inhabitants in the biosphere reserve) and nature.  
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28.  The REDBIOS Network (East Atlantic Biosphere Reserve Network) will organize a workshop 
from 3 to 10 May 2013 in the Autonomous Province and Biosphere Reserve of Príncipe (São Tomé 
and Príncipe). The workshop will assemble participants from Spain (Canary Islands), Sao Tomé 
and Principe, Guinea Bissau, and Madeira and Azores (Portugal). The meeting will be concerned 
with interregional cooperation within the Macaronesian Region and linkages of REDBIOS with the 
World Network of Island and Coastal Biosphere Reserves. 
 
29. In Europe, a workshop on Ecosystem Services in Biosphere Reserves was held from 13-14 
September 2012 at the East Vättern Scarp Landscape Biosphere Reserve in Jönköping (Sweden) 
with support from the Stockholm Resilience Center. Managers and coordinators, mainly from 
biosphere reserves in the EuroMAB Network but also from South Africa, met to learn about and 
work actively with the concept of Ecosystem Services and its application in landscape 
management. The workshop followed up on the needs expressed during the EuroMAB 2011 
meeting and aimed to provide a forum for knowledge exchange and skill development. The 
workshop was held during the inauguration week of Sweden’s fifth biosphere reserve, the East 
Vättern Scarp Landscape BR. The next EuroMAB meeting will be hosted by Canada at the 
Frontenac Arch BR (Ontario) from 15-19 October 2013. 

30. This report may be complemented with additional information provided by MAB Council 
members and observers under agenda item 6 of the provisional agenda pertaining to “Reports on 
actions undertaken by Member States / regional and thematic MAB Networks in the context of 
MAB”. Despite UNESCO’s serious financial situation during this biennium, the above-mentioned 
manifold activities give a very good testimony of the vitality and visibility of the MAB Programme 
and its World Network of Biosphere Reserves the world over.   
 
 
Proposed Action by the MAB Council: 
 
31. The MAB Council is invited to consider this report which will be introduced to its Members on 
27 May 2013 and complemented with any new information that may emerge by this date. The 
Council may wish to make comments, recommendations and suggestions with regard to specific 
issues raised in this report. 
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