James ANAYA (United States of America)
Languages: EN/ES
James Anaya is a Regents Professor and the  James J. Lenoir Professor of Human Rights Law and Policy at the University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law (USA), where he teaches and writes in the areas of international human rights, constitutional law, and issues concerning indigenous peoples.
He was on the law faculty at the University of Iowa from 1988 to 1999, and he has been a visiting professor at Harvard Law School, the University of Toronto, and the University of Tulsa.
Among his numerous publications is his acclaimed book, Indigenous Peoples in International Law (Oxford Univ. Press, 1996, 2d. ed. 2004).
Among his noteworthy activities, he participated in the drafting of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and was the lead counsel for the indigenous parties in the case of Awas Tingni v. Nicaragua, in which the Inter-American Court of Human Rights for the first time upheld indigenous land rights as a matter of international law.
The UN Human Rights Council appointed him Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples for a second term in 2011. 
The Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples examines obstacles to the protection of indigenous peoples’ rights, gathers information and communications, formulates recommendations and works with other mandates such as the Expert Mechanism and conducts country visits, responds to communications and undertakes thematic studies.

Vital BAMBANZE (Burundi)
Languages: FR/EN 
Burundian Senator and founder of UNIPROBA, Mr Vital Bambanze has been named to the UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP). On 11 July 2011, he was elected as the Chair for EMRIP's 4th sessional meeting, which finalized a study on indigenous peoples and the right to participate in decision-making. As Chair, he is the Rapporteur for EMRIP in its relations with the UN Human Rights Council. 
Bambanze is a leading indigenous rights activist in Africa, having been one of the first indigenous people in Burundi to get a university education. He later formed Unissons pour la Promotion des Batwa (UNIPROBA), a national indigenous organisation involved in advocacy and development. Bambanze served on the national land commission, helping to secure the first-ever legal land rights for the highly marginalised Batwa people.
 


The UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples provides thematic advice to the Human Rights Council. It is a body composed of indigenous experts, supported through the OHCHR.

Myrna CUNNINGHAM KAIN (Nicaragua)
Languages: ES/EN
Ms. Cunningham Kain is an Indigenous Miskita. She has worked as a surgeon and director in the Ministry of Health. She was also the first female Miskita governor of the autonomous region’s regional government. As governor she played an important role in the consultation process on the autonomy of the multi-ethnic region and the negotiation of peace agreements that resulted in the approval of the Law of Autonomy of the Indigenous Peoples and Ethnic Communities from the Atlantic Coast of Nicaragua (1987) and the establishment of the first autonomous regional governments.
She also served as Deputy of the Autonomous Region of the North Atlantic Coast (RAAN) in the National Assembly as well as the Autonomous Regional Council of the RAAN. In this position, she assumed new responsibilities in the Indigenous Parliament of the Americas, the Indigenous Commission in the Latin American Parliament, the Committees on Women and Ethnic Affairs, and National Assembly committees on health and legal affairs of the Autonomous Regional Council of the RAAN.
In the 90’s, Ms. Cunningham Kain became the founding director of the University of the Autonomous Regions of Nicaragua's Caribbean Coast (URACCAN). URACCAN was one of the first Latin American institutions of indigenous and intercultural higher education with a focus on gender, and has been an inspiration for many Indigenous peoples around the continent. 
Ms. Cunningham Kain has also served as the coordinator of the Intercultural Indigenous Council (CII), formed by 60 indigenous scholars from 18 Latin American countries. The CII presents Indigenous knowledge from the most relevant experiences of Indigenous scholars, and from a conceptual and practical vision organized didactically in order to facilitate the use of conceptual, procedural, attitudinal and spiritual content.
She has worked in issues of intercultural health and traditional medicine, and continues to collaborate with Nicaragua's Autonomous Regional Governments in establishing Intercultural Health models. The Pan American Health Organization recognized her work by naming her “Hero of Health in the Americas” in 2001.
In September 2010, Ms. Cunningham Kain was awarded with an Honorary Doctorate by the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), thereby becoming the first Indigenous woman to receive such recognition from the UNAM.
Myrna was named Chair of the UN Permanent Forum of Indigenous Issues for the period 2011-2013.

The UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues advises the Economic and Social Council, raises awareness and promotes integration and coordination of activities on indigenous issues within the UN system and prepares and disseminates information on indigenous issues. It is composed of sixteen independent experts, 8 of whom are nominated by governments and eight are nominated directly by indigenous organizations in their regions. These experts represent the five regional groupings of States normally used at the United Nations (Africa; Asia; Eastern Europe; Latin America and the Caribbean; and Western Europe and Other States) and the seven socio-cultural regions of Africa; Asia; Central and South America and the Caribbean; the Arctic; Central and Eastern Europe, Russian Federation, Central Asia and Transcaucasia; North America; and the Pacific.
