



































African archives
-~ and the oral tradition

OW important are archives for
Africa? Do we not have more
serious problems of malnutri-

tion, ignorance, disease, political instabili-
ty, and general underdevelopment?

Let me answer the question indirectly. In
one of the Sherlock Holmes stories by Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle there is a reference to
the dog that did not bark. The importance
of the evidence was negative. If the dog on
guard had not barked, the intruder must
have been someone familiar to the dog. The
dog’s silence was the devastating piece of
evidence, the telling clue.

My concern in this essay is with the
historical importance of something equally
negative—the comparative weakness of the
archival tradition in Africa and its
devastating consequences for the history of
our people. Africa was silent about its
history; the African archival dog did not
bark at crucial moments. This had serious
consequences for Africa’s place in interna-
tional stratification.

The archival tradition may be defined,
quite simply, as a cultural preoccupation
with keeping records, a tradition of captur-
ing the past through preserved documenta-
tion. This means much more than
establishing national archives; it means a
particular propensity for recording the
dates of births and marriages, collecting
maps, preserving love letters, and keeping
household accounts, as well as documen-
ting treaties, contracts and the like. Because
the archival tradition was weak in Africa,
the scientific tradition became weak, our
languages atrophied and so did philosoph-
ical tradition—with ghastly consequences
for our peoples across the centuries.

Why was the archival tradition weak in
Africa? Firstly because most indigenous
African cultures refuse to regard the past as
a bygone or the present as transient. The
ancestors are still with us and we ourselves

In Africa the cultural heritage is largely
sustalned by the oral tradition, which
Unesco has systematically studied and
encouraged In many ways. In Mali, in
1983, the Organization launched a pilot
rural “‘audiotheque’’ experiment with
several original features. The com-
munities concerned are given coples of
the recordings they make as well as
equipment enabling them to listen in and
make other recordings whenever they
wish. Left, villagers of Mana listen to a
recording.
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will be ancestors. If the present is not tran-
sient why bother to record it?

A related reason for the weakness of the
archival tradition in African cultures is the
weakness of the calendar tradition (in-
cluding the tradition of the clock). Many of
my fellow students in Mombasa, Kenya, in
the 1940s did not know when they were
born. The first president of my country,
President Jomo Kenyatta, did not know
when he was born.

There is a Gregorian calendar, an Islamic
calendar, an Indian calendar, a Chinese
calendar—but no African calendar apart
from the revised Orthodox Christian calen-
dar of Ethiopia.

The third reason for the weakness of the
archival tradition in Africa is the weakness
of the written word. Many African societies
have only come to know the written word
during the last century.

This is not to say that Africa is uniform.
Quite apart from other differences the con-
tinent as a whole operates within a triple
heritage of culture. This triple heritage con-
sists of indigenous, Islamic and Western

traditions.

Modern archives are mainly Western in
conception, and they are also Islamic to
some extent. But can they be indigenized?
Or are they inevitably part of the imported
sections of Africa’s triple heritage?

To the extent that archives until recently
have been viewed almost entirely as collec-
tions of written records, the indigenous
aspects of the triple heritage have not been
viewed as archival material. Muslim Africa
has been better endowed with written
records than non-Muslim indigenous
Africa. These records in Islamic societies
have sometimes been in the Arabic
language, but they have also sometimes
been in African languages using the Arabic
script. "

But what is a document? Here we are
mainly concerned with the written word.
But there are five categories of documenta-
tion in all:

— Material documentation such as ar-
chaeological evidence, from pottery to
Great Zimbabwe, from skeletons to coins.
— Written documentation: a mystical
reverence for the symbols of literacy has
conditioned our view of what constitutes ar-
chival relevance itself.

— Pictorial documentation,
painting or carving on rocks.

including

— Sound documentation, which is in some
ways the newest form of archival record.

But the oldest form of documentation is
the raw memory of man, a capacity to
“recollect in tranquillity”’.

Two concepts are useful in approaching
the question of archives in Africa, the con-
cept of documentary deficit and the concept
of primordial surplus. Documentary deficit
concerns an -apparent excess of silence in
African historiography, a shortage of
recognized documentation in the written
and material fields.

Primordial surplus can take a variety of
forms. Here I am particularly concerned
with a surplus of allegiance to primordial
identities, a commitment to ethnicity or
religious sectarianism.

The problem of documentation has af-
fected Africa in two very complex ways.
One is the crisis of documentary deficit in
the material and written remains; the other
is the crisis of primordial surplus in the area
of raw human memory. The past is strongly
with us. Materially, Africa has had relative-
ly few stone monuments, few hard
documents of the past. Great Zimbabwe is
striking partly because of its very
uniqueness.

But the crisis of the documentary deficit
also extends to the area of written remains.
Among the great cultures of the world,
African civilizations have had less written
records than average. For a long time this
literary deficit resulted in the assumption
that Africa was a continent without history.

Did this negative cultural image condemn
Africans to centuries of marginality and
servitude? Was the slave trade partly a case
of cross-cultural images? Was colonialism
partly a product of cultural perceptions of
racial hierarchy? Did Africa’s documentary
deficit sentence the continent to the lowest
stratum in the ranking order of global
privilege? ‘

Why did Europeans pick on Africans to
enslave? Why did they not enslave Arabs or
south Asians? Partly because the cultural
distance between Europeans and Africans
was deemed to be particularly wide. It was
partly the absence of castles, cathedrals and
written contracts in Africa which made the

- civilizational gap appear so wide.

Africa’s crisis of documentary deficit had
a good deal to do with the origins of racism.
Civilizations were often evaluated in terms
of either concrete remains or writtenp
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The ‘Archives Agreement’

A modern approach
to literary conservation and research

by Léopold Sédar Senghor

countries—Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Mexico,

France, Italy, Portugal and Spain—in a long-term
programme such as the Archives Agreement is a very con-
siderable achievement.

Yet this alliance in a common cause was no chance occur-
rence. At the Mondiacult Conference of 1982, judging by the
welcome received by the proposals I made there on this sub-
ject, a movement was born, a unanimous will to save from
perdition, from the flames of a second Alexandria, the word
that tells us and future generations the meaning and purpose
of our existence.

All at once, in this world of sound and fufy, the word of
the poet seemed alone and defenceless against the ravages of
time and human malevolence.

The purpose of the Archives programme is, first, to
safeguard a hitherto neglected part of our cultural
heritage—the manuscripts of contemporary authors—and
then to research them and to publish critical editions. It in-
augurates new forms of scientific co-operation and cultural

IT must be confessed that to bring together eight

solidarity which, I am sure, will create a precedent that other -

regions of the world will take as an example and adapt to
meet their own specific requirements. The Archives Agree-
ment comes at a critical moment, at a time when it is the
general opinion that the revival of letters in our region is be-
ing spearheaded by the poetry and narrative prose of Latin
America and the Caribbean, which has its roots deep in the
collective imagination of our peoples.

Today is born a great literary collection, since it consists
of over a hundred titles, from twenty-two countries of the
region and in the four main languages spoken there. The key
aspect, however, is that these texts will be treated with the
consideration until now reserved for the great Latin and
Greek classics. You will allow me, as a man of letters myself,
to say how much I rejoice in this new respect accorded to our
own writings, a respect which will be ensured by both the
geographic and the disciplinary diversity of the groups of
researchers (over five hundred specialists will be involved)
associated with this initiative.

Unaccustomed as they have always been to working
together, and consequently to knowing and appreciating one
another, despite a language, a history and a Weltanschauung
which ought to bring them closer together rather than
separate them, the Latin American countries are now em-

barking, for a significant span of time, upon a series of ex- -

changes, a sharing of literary experiences and of cultural
messages which will be so many factors of integration, of real
rapprochement, less spectacular perhaps than the declara-
tions of politicians, but far more significant and effective.

Another aspect of the Archives Agreement which seems to
meto be of capital importance is the participation of the four
Latin countries of Europe which, for reasons of con-
sanguinity or history, are deeply and irreversibly bound to
Latin America. Just as the Latin American countries involv-
ed have, as it were, rejected their traditional nationalism in
favour of a global, unifying vision of history and culture, so
the Latin countries of Europe are collaborating in an act of
solidarity towards a region with regard to which each of them
had formulated individual policies and jealously maintained
agreements, both covert and overt, often obtained at the ex-
pense of their neighbours.

- Under the Agreement, the Latin countries of Europe are
pledged to help each country of the region, by its own ef-
forts, to rise above that level of communication, both inter-
nal and external, below which it would be severely handicap-
ped and prevented from taking its rightful place as a full
member of the cultural community to which it belongs.

The Archives Agreement means profound and practical
innovation both in Latin America and in the Latin countries
of Europe as well as in the interrelationships between them.
As proof of this may I cite Portugal’s proposal to adopt the
methodology and structures of the Archives collection in
launching a collection of authors from the four Latin coun-
tries of Europe concerned. This proposal brings a new
equilibrium and a new and important dimension to the scope
of the cultural dialogue envisaged. Since the proposal in-
volves Fernando Pessoa, the greatest Portuguese poet of the
twentieth century, it confirms the will and the opportunity of
making the Archives Agreement the favoured instrument of
a real cultural exchange across the Atlantic.

Going further still, the delegates of the eight countries par-
ty to the Archives Agreement, at my suggestion, are appeal-
ing for a suitable technical and juridical instrument to be
placed before the twenty-third General Conference of
Unesco in which all aspects of the safeguard of and access to
authors’ manuscripts as well as of their reproduction on
microfilm and the publication of critical editions would be
covered at national, regional and international levels. The
fact that a document similar to that which we propose, but
which was concerned with moving images, was adopted at
the General Conference of Unesco held in Belgrade, in 1981,
gives grounds for hope that a satisfactory solution will be
found for the written word, as yet unprotected or assured of
free communication by any convention. '

It is high time, before the bulk of these riches is lost to us,
for an international debate to be engaged which would lay
down the broad outlines of an objective policy of preserva-
tion and exchange. , ‘M
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Unesco’s library
and archives

RGANIZATIONS like Unesco
need a library ‘“to give access
to knowledge’ and to furnish the

printed information necessary for the per-
sonnel in their work. In fact, the Unesco
central Library is the focal point of a
house-wide network of sectoral documen-
tation centres which together serve the
programme  specialists, and the
secretariat units. :

With 100,000 volumes kept up to date
and 2,200 serials, including periodicals,
the Library is in a position to answer any
questions that may arise in the course of
the work of Unesco. Under certain condi-
tions the Library is also open to outside
researchers.

The Library, however, is not merely a
collection of books; it is also a cataloguing
and indexing unit for Unesco’s own
documents and publications. The best
and most detailed source of information
on what Unesco issues is to be found in
the Unesco List of Documents and
Publications, a printed and computerized
reference tool available in main libraries
and documentation centres throughout
the world and accessible on-line at
Unesco headquarters. The data base now
contains about 60,000 document

references available for consultation in
paper form and also on microfiches pro-
duced by the Unesco Microfiche Service.
A Systems Development Section main-
tains and develops the computer software
necessary for indexing. This programme,
called Isis, is also available to Member
States free of charge.

The Library is an organized collection of
books, while the Archives incorporate all
the records created or received by the
Organization in the course of its activities.
Unesco’s archival documents are the
natural and unavoidable result of its work.
They comprise files, letters, memos,
speeches, working and meeting
documents, budgets, plans, programmes,
agreements, photographs, tapes, etc., all
reflecting faithfully the action taken in the
execution of the Organization’s pro-
gramme. Unesco’s archival documents
are open, according to the established
rules, to researchers and students and all
other interested persons can consult
Unesco's published documents in the Ar-
chives reading room. |

The services described above are the respon-
sibility of the Unesco Library, Archives and
Documentation Services, Programme Support
Sector.

Colour pages

Opposite page

The first Surah (section) from a two-
volume Qur’an preserved In the Egyptian
National Library, Cairo, whose current
holdings total 1.5 miilion volumes and in-
clude one of the worid’s finest collections
of Arablc manuscripts.

Photo © Martin Lings/World of Islam Festival Trust

Centre pages

Left: An illuminated page from the 12th-
century Latin ‘‘Bible of the Pantheon’’,
one of the treasures of the Vatican
Library. it depicts four Old Testament
scenes: (from top to bottom) the journey
of Jacob and his family to Egypt; Moses
and the Hebrews constructing the Taber-
nacle; the Levites carrying the Ark of the
Covenant; Moses consecrates his brother
Aaron as high prlest. The Bible of the Pan-
theon is exhibited in the Library’s Sistine
Hall, with a number of other ancient edi-

tions of the Bible.
Photo © Vatican Library, Rome

Right: The world-famous library of the
former abbey of St. Gallen (Switzeriand)
contains 100,000 printed books, 2,000
manuscripts and 1,700 incunabula, which
provide an almost unrivailed source of in-
formation for historlans of the Middle
Ages. Many of the manuscripts show
Ceitic influence and are elaborately iI-
luminated. Photo shows a detail from one
of the library’s treasures, the Irish
Evangelary (750 AD). The apostle Luke Is
depicted standing before a throne and
holding the Gospels. Above the halo Is an
ox, St. Luke’s symbol.

Photo © Stiftsbibliothek St. Gallen, Switzerland

Three Non-Governmental Organizations

working

in partnership with Unesco

' The International Federation
of Library Associations
and Institutions (IFLA).

Founded in 1927, the Federation is a non-
profit organization whose aim is to pro-
mote international discussion, co-operation
and research on all aspects of library ac-
tivities. It collects, collates and publishes in-
formation concerning libraries,
bibliography and documentation services as
well as on professional training.

International Council
on Archives (ICA).

The Council is the world professional

organization for archives and archivists. -

Founded in 1948, its main objectives are to
promote and encourage the preservation
and use of the world’s rich archival
heritage.

International Federation
Jor Documentation (FID)

Founded in 1895 as the International In-
stitute of Bibliography, the Federation
adopted its present name in 1938. Its aims
are to promote, through international co-
operation, studies and research on and the
organization and practice of information
science in all fields, including science,
technology, the social sciences and the
humanities.
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(generally six to twelve) of facsimile
documents have been produced with the co-
operation of public records offices. They
are accompanied where necessary by
transcriptions, translations and ex-
planatory notes. Sets of transparencies with
accompanying explanatory texts serve a
similar purpose but they need to be sup-
plemented by facsimile documents with
which the pupils themselves can work.

Archival teaching aids of this kind are
available in many States of the Federal
Republic. They cover a large number of
themes, especially economic and social
history, crafts and craftsmen of the past,
manufacturing and factories, road and
railway construction. More general
historical themes, such as the Reformation,
the Thirty Years War, the impact of the
French Revolution and the political strug-
gles of the labour movement, also lend
themselves to illustration with documents
from the neighbourhood.

The archivist cannot cope unaided with
this new, additional task in the educational
field. Not all archivists have received
pedagogical training or have previous
teaching experience. If this work is to suc-
ceed, there must be co-operation between
public records offices, school authorities,
teachers and archivists.

In France an organized Service éducatif
in the State and Departmental public ar-
chives and the attachment of qualified
teachers to public archives, where they co-
operate with archivists in organizing visits
and preparing exhibitions and archival
teaching units, goes back to the 1950s. In
the United Kingdom too, the functions of
the ‘‘Archive Education Officer’’ are
becoming more and more widely recogniz-
ed. An essential condition for the develop-
ment of this type of co-operation is that the
assistance of the public archives be made
use of in the training of teachers and the
running of guidance seminars for history
teachers and future teachers. Arrangements
of this kind are reported from many
countries.

“‘Archive and School’’ is 2 new and un-
familiar concept for many archivists and
for most teachers. Several decades of prac-
tice in France, and more recent experiments
and expert discussions in the United
Kingdom, the Netherlands and the Socialist
countries, show that this is an important
task and that the archivist can help the
teacher to instil new life into the historical
legacy of the past. It is also a task to which
particular weight should be attached in
Third World countries concerned for their
historical identity. A study planned for
1985 by Unesco’s Records and Archives
Management Programme, on the theme
“Archives and Education”’, will develop
guidelines -for future action from a com-
parison of recent experiences in this
domain. |

ECKHARDT G. FRANZ, of the Federal
Republic of Germany, is lecturer in archive
science at the Marburg school of archives, and
honorary professor of modern history at the
technical university of Darmstadt. He has car-
ried out several missions for Unesco as a
specialist, notably to Beirut, Khartoum and
Tunis. He is the author of Einfuhrung in die Ar-
chivkunde  (“Introduction to  Archive
Science’’, 1974) and many articles and
studies on history and archives.

Sense and censorship

Behind the censor’s blue pencil

the censorship services of the old

Austro-Hungarian monarchy are
today preserved in the Kriegsarchiv in Vien-
na and in the military history archives in
Budapest. Between 1916 and 1918 a thou-
sand censors, grouped according to
language, examined from eight to ten
million letters a month, devoting particular
attention to correspondence with foreign
countries, soldiers and prisoners-of-war.
Letters considered to be harmless were sent
on untouched to their recipients; passages
in others were obliterated and some letters
were even confiscated. The obliterated
passages were scrupulously copied out by
the censors, and, with the confiscated let-
ters, provided the basis for reports written
by the Censorship Office on the morale of
the troops and the civilian population. Half
a century later these documents have
become historical sources.

Theseletters and fragments of letters pro-
vide the scholar with little reliable informa-
tion ahout troop movements, casualties, the
output of factories or harvest yields. On the
other hand they do contain precious infor-
mation about everyday life and about the
prevailing spirit in the army and the coun-
try. Of course, the opinions expressed are
far too moderate and loyal to be totally
sincere, for their authors were quite aware
that their letters would pass through the
hands of the censor. But this in no way
detracts from the informativeness of the
material, for reading between the lines it is
possible to discern grievances and news
which the writers ingeniously but vainly
sought to conceal from the censors.

Towards the end of the war, self-
censorship became notably more relaxed.
From Spring 1917 on, the letters reflect to a
fair extent what the population was think-
ing and feeling. Some reports and extracts,
like those concerning the desertion of the
Serbs (1,300 extracts) or the repercussions
of the October Revolution in Russia are of
considerable interest to scholars. The
overall impression of revolutionary ferment
and of the radicalization of public opinion
which emerges from these letters written by
simple people is far more accurate than the
contents of a biassed press subject to
pressure from the authorities.

This material was highly suitable for
quantitative studies through the statistical
treatment of representative samples. But
the first step was to establish a grid of the
basic themes of popular thinking. To
analyse the state of mind of the population
between November 1917 and March 1918,
the author of this article took a sample of
1,500 letters, two-thirds of which had been
written by workers and peasants, and one-
third by intellectuals and middle class peo-
ple. In view of the ethnic structure of the
monarchy, 46 per cent of the letters chosen
were written by Austrians and Hungarians,
and 54 per cent by members of other
nationalities.

[ ARGE quantities of documents from

by Peter Hanak

The most common theme is that of social
discontent (inequalities hetween rich and
poor, boss and workman), which was ex-
acerbated during the war and is evoked in
37 per cent of the letters, in which the lives
of the privileged, profiteers, and people in
easy jobs are contrasted with the sacrifices
of soldiers at the front and the poverty of
the workers. Then comes the question of.
work which is raised in 36 per cent of the let-
ters, most of the complaints expressed at the
beginning of the war being motivated by the
disruption of normal activities. Thirdly,
patriotism, referred to in 27 per cent of the
letters, covers the conflict between loyalty
to the State (represented by the emperor)
and the nationalism of the different peoples
of the monarchy.

Social discontent, expressed in com- ,

plaints against dire poverty, oppression and
flagrant inequalities, and in sympathy for
socialist movements and the Russian
Revolution, intensifies in all the national
groups as the months go by. The same,
tendencies emerge from letters in which the
second theme appears, with nostalgia for
peace being transformed into positive
demands. The majority (60 per cent) of the
letters in the third group reveal the discon-
tent caused by the oppression of the na-
tionalities and a more or less explicit desire
for autonomy, although loyalty towards the
State remains firmly rooted. .

Quantitative analysis of the letters con-

firms the existence of a close correlation
between social discontent and a desire for
peace, and an inverse correlation between a
desire for social justice and peace on the one
hand, and aspirations for national
autonomy on the other. It seems that after
the Russian socialist revolution, the masses
were ready to accept the maintenance of the
system in exchange for an immediate peace,
a point of view not shared by the intellec-
tuals of the oppressed nationalities. ‘“Vic-
tory is unnecessary, Russia is bringing
peace’’, the Austrian censor remarked.
““The people will soon put an end to all
that”’, noted the Czech censor. ‘“We need
peace even at the price of a revolution,’’ is
the message of the letters read by the
Hungarian censor. Strike movements at
that time illustrate the same state of mind.

As well as making a direct contribution to
our knowledge of the history of the First
World War, the systematic analysis of the
censorship archives in Vienna and Budapest
can help us, in a broader context, to under-

.stand the mechanisms which formed public

opinion and moulded public attitudes. W

PETER HANAK, of Hungary, is professor of
the history of cultures at the Eotvos Lorant
university and director of research at the In-
stitute of Historical Sciences of his country’s
Academy of Sciences. His research is mainly
concerned with the history of the Austro-
Hungarian monarchy and with problems of
social and cultural history.
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A ‘What’s What’ of libraries

~and archives

5,000 years of archives

3000-2800 BC. In-the temple of Eanna, in
the Mesopotamian city of Uruk (now
Varka), not far from what was then the
mouth of the Euphrates, accounts and in-
ventories were written -in Akkadian
cuneiform script on clay tablets. It is from
these, the oldest surviving written
documents, that the first economic archives
developed. At about the same period the
hieroglyphic system of writing was being
developed in Egypt. It was used initially for
inscriptions on monuments.

1400-1200 BC. Diplomatic correspondence
on clay tablets was documented in well
organized chancery archives, remnants of
which have survived in various capitals of
the Eastern Mediterranean region such as
Tell-el-Amarna in Egypt, Ugarit in Syria
and the Hittite capital, Boghazkdy, in
present-day Turkey. Documents in clay
tablet form dating from the same period
have been found in the so-called Palace of
Nestor, north of Pilos, in the
Peloponnesus.

78-79 BC. The Tabularium of the central
State archive of the Roman Empire was
constructed at the foot of the Capitol,
above the Roman Forum. Its ruins can still
be seen. At first the Romans wrote on
whitened wooden tablets (album). Later
they adopted papyrus rolls from the Egyp-
tians and Greeks. Fundamental laws were
publicly displayed on bronze tablets.

98 AD. A document written in the Chinese
province of Gansu testified to the invention
of paper, which legend attributes to the
minister Ts’ai Lun. From China paper ar-
rived in Japan and Korea. It reached the
Arabs about 750 via the trading centre of
Samarkand and afterwards spread to the
whole of the Arab cultural area.

538 AD. The Emperor Justinian decreed
that the treaties and acts entered in the city
registers or gesta municipalia, and per-
manently preserved in a special public
building called the archeion or archivum,
should be regarded as authentic, He thus in-
tegrated the archives into the corpus juris
on which the development of European law
is based.

753-755 AD. Deeds or charters on parch-
ment with wax seals stamped on or hanging
from them became the most important
form of document during the European
Middle Ages. The earliest ones which have
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come down to us, now in the National Ar-
chives in Paris, are the original charters
issued by King Pippin to the Abbey of St
Denis. The first archives of deeds and
charters originated in monasteries. It, was
only later that city and State archives came
into existence.

1198. The present register of the Vatican ar-
chives was begun when the Papal Chancery
was transferred to the Vatican. The older
register, in which the ancient tradition of

the Roman public records or commentarii’

survived, was destroyed in the Lateran fire.
Soon after 1200 a register of cor-
respondence, which was important for the
organization of archives, began to be kept
in the royal chanceries of Paris, Barcelona
and London. In the last-named capital they
were kept in the form of rolls.

C. 1450. In addition to the older charter or
treasury archives, there now appeared ar-
chives of administrative records, for which
paper imported into Western Europe via
Spain was already being used in rapidly in-
creasing quantities from the 14th century
onwards.

1794. The French National Convention
adopted the Archives Law of 7th Messidor
of the year 11, under which the nation’s ar-
chives, previously largely kept secret, were
opened to the public. The system of
organizing archives on national and
regional or departmental lines, which was
introduced under the revolutionary regime
in France, became the model for modern ar-
chives organization in Western Europe.

1821. The Ecole des Chartes, the first
school to specialize in training archivists
and librarians, whose formation is concen-
trated on the study of historical sources,
was established in Paris.

1841. A decree made work in French ar-
chives subject to respect des fonds. The
principle of provenance, already partly
observed elsewhere, under which archives
are classified according to the authorities
and institutions where they originated,
became the fundamental modern system of
archive organization.

1910. The first international congress of ar-
chivists and librarians was held in Brussels.
The subjects discussed ranged from the
repair of archive volumes and restoration
problems to the economic archives then be-
ing set up and the handling of film archives.

1918. The revolutionary government in
Russia led by Lenin issued the decree of
1.6.1918 on the ‘‘reorganization and cen-
tralization of archives’. Its concept of a
centralized State archive became the model
for archives in the Socialist countries.

1948. Influenced by the damage caused to
archives during the Second World War, a
group of archive experts invited to Paris by
Unesco decided upon the creation of the In-
ternational Council on Archives (ICA). Ar-
chivists from 33 countries participated in
the founding congress two years later.

1950. The passing of the Federal Records
Act in the USA provided a legal basis for
the system of rational records administra-
tion already in operation and for the
establishment of record centres. The British
Public Records Act of 1958 created another
model for records administration.

1968. The creation of a regional archives’
association for Southeast Asia (SARBICA)

confirmed the spread of modern archive

concepts in the Third World. In the same

year it was decided at a congress in Niamey

to set up a regional training centre in Dakar.

The result—EDAD—is a model for closer

co-operation between archive, library and

documentation centre. Meanwhile the In-

ternational Council on Archives embraces

nine regions in every part of the world. At

the International Archives Congress in

Washington in 1976 there was talk of a
‘“geoarchival revolution’’. '

1984. About 1300 archivists from over 100
countries took part in the 10th Interna-
tional Archives Congress in Bonn (FRG).
Under the general theme of ‘‘the challenge
to archives”, the participants discussed the
effects of computerization and the new
media, and new tasks in the public sphere.

[ |

Bulit In 1534, during the Ming dynasty,
the Imperial History Archive, located in
the eastern part of Beljing, Is the oldest
and best preserved imperial archive In
China. Right, the main hali of the Archive,
bullt entirely in brick to reduce fire risk.
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