








ABU
SIMBEL

NOW OR NEVER

I e fate of Abu Simbel iIs now In the balance.

UneEsco has addressed a “now or never”
appeal to its 100 member nations for voluntary contribu-
tions to save the two colossal temples of Abu Simbel from
destruction under 200 feet of water as a result of the
construction of the High Dam at Aswan. The temples,
hewn out of the solid mountain rock in the 13th century
B.C., are considered to be among the great architectural
glorles of Pharaonic art.

Before the end of October of this year, UNEsco’s
Executive Board will be in a position to know whether
these testimonials of a former civilization are to be
considered irreparably lost to mankind, or whether a
joint international effort will save
them from disaster.

monuments of Nubia, a phase that calls for collective
effort.”

The cost of the entire Nubian rescue operations
(exclusive of archzeological and prehistorical excavations)
has been estimated at $87,000,000. This will provide for
the dismantling and transfer of 23 temples, tombs, early
Christian churches and rock-hewn chapels in the UAR.
and the Sudan (estimated cost $10 million); the preserva-
tion of the temple-group on the isle of Philae ($6 million);
and the preservation of the temples of Abu Simbel
($70 million).

Four miles south of the present Aswan Dam in central
Egypt, the new High Dam (Sadd el Aali) is being built

across the Nile by the United Arab
Republic with Soviet aid. It will

contain the river above that point

The appeal is contained in a
special message on the present
state of the Nubian International
Campaign to save the treasures of
Nubia, addressed on August 4 by the
Actlng Director-General of UNEsco,
Mr. René Maheu, to all of UNnEsco’s
member states. It calls for voluntary
contributions totalling $67,000,000 to
save not only Abu Simbel but other
temples and monuments in Egypt and
the Sudan which are threatened by
the future Aswan Dam when in a few
years’ time it backs up the waters of
the Nile in a 300-mile long artificial
lake. Unesco has asked all countries
to guarantee a contribution, extending
over the next seven to mnine years, in
the same proportion as their present
assessment for the UnEsco budget.

The two temples of Abu Simbel are
to be preserved by what has been
described as “the most daring
engineering project of modern
times.” They will be sliced from the
mountainside into which they were
built three thousand years ago,
encased in concrete boxes, and raised
by glant jacks over two hundred feet.
(See story page 10).
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and form a gigantic artificial lake
drowning the Nile valley of Nubia in
both Egypt and the Sudan.

For Egypt the new lake will mean
the beginning of an era of great
regeneration. It will increase the
total food production of the country
by nearly one half; some 2,500,000
acres of desert will be brought under
cultivation, and an additional 750,000
acres now flooded will be reclaimed.
Egypt’s hydroelectric output will be
increased by the dam something like
ten times.

The new dam is an economic
necessity for Egypt. But there
remains the fact that everything
within the Nubian lake area will be
obliterated by 1968. In 1959, the
Governments of the U.AR. and the
Sudan turned to Unesco for help to
save the temples and monuments
menaced by the impending flood in
both countries. On March 8, 1960,
UnEsco’s Director-General, Mr. Vitto-
rino Veronese, launched the now
famous International Campaign to
save the treasures of Nubia (1).

The response thus far has been both

Port Said
-

The call to Unesco’s 100 member
States was made on the recommenda-
tion of the International Action
Committee which is advising and

SUDAN effort which has

generous and heartening. As the
President of the TUnited States
recently said, it is “an international
captured the
imagination and sympathy of people

helping the Director-General of

throughout the world.”

UNesco in fund-raising. The Action
Committee, made up of representatives
from all continents, met in Paris last
June to examine the present state of
the campaign. They found that the
rescue operations—except the Abu
Simbel project—are now almost
assured, and stressed the urgency of
obtaining the funds needed if the
two temples are to be saved in time.

The overall contract for Abu Simbel must be signed by
January 1, 1962, Before then, preparatory work must get
under way, and the main work must begin not later than
May 1962,

Before the end of October 1961, enough money must
therefore be guaranteed from international sources over
the next seven to nine years to enable Unesco’s Executive
Board to give the United Arab Republic the go-ahead
signal. It is estimated that $20,000,000 will be needed for
the preparatory operations and the first payments to the
contractors in 1962, and a further $13,000,000 in 1963,

President Gamal Abdel Nasser in a statement made on
June 20 of this year described Abu Simbel as the “most
important relic of civilization in Nubia... this undertaking
represents the most serious phase in the salvaging of the

This map of the Nile valley shows the vast
artificial lake (shaded) which will be formed
when the new Aswan High Dam is complet-
ed in 1968. lIts waters will submerge
numerous historical treasures and monu-
ments in Nubia in both Egyptand the Sudan.

Unesco Courier Map
Support has come f{rom govern-

ments, from private and public
organizations and from private
citizens in every part of the world.
Even children from different
countries have organized collections
to help. The world’s press, radio,
television and cinema have all joined
voluntarily to help make the campaign a success. In
some 20 countries national committees have been formed,
made up of noted archzologists and other leaders In the
fields of science and the arts, as well as important
officlals, businessmen and members of civic groups.

The United Arab Republic has guaranteed a sum of
$20,000,000 for Abu Simbel. The United States Govern-
ment has offered (subject to Congressional approval)
410,000,000—3$6,000,000 to cover the costs of saving the
temples of Philae, $2,500,000 for the removal of certain
temples, $1,500,000 for archaeological expeditions and
research in Nubia.

Announcing the United Arab Republic’s contribution,
President Nasser declared last March:

(1) See Unesco Courier, February, May and September 1960.

CONT'D ON PAGE 6
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HOW PHILAE
WILL BE SAVED

by Michel Conil Lacoste

Mr. Conil Lacoste is fine arts columnist for the Paris daily newspaper
“Le Monde". He has also been a frequent contributor to the *“New
York Times Sunday Magazine', and the French art magazine, “I'Cil".
From 1951 to 1953 he was a teaching fellow at the University of Cairo.

FOR 60 years the island of Philae has been
wagling a desperate battle against the waters
of the Nile. This famous shrine of antiquity which, with
1ts temples dating back to the Ptolemies and the Caesars
has long insplred historians of art and religion and tra-
vellers the world over, has thus far escaped the death
which Pierre Lotl predicted for it years ago. But now its
reprieve from the waters of the Nile is gravely threatened
for all times.

The crux of the problem can be summed up in a few
words:

The island of Philae is located between the old Aswan
dam downstream (that is, to the north) and the new High
Dam under construction upstream. When it is completed
the island will be permanenily covered by water and the
temples will be submerged all year long to half their
height, the water level fluctuating daily by as much as
20 feet.

Unless protective measures are taken the temples, which
at present emerge completely from the waters of the Nile
for three months each year, will never again be visible
in their entirety and the harmonious ensemble will be
permanently destroyed. But even more important, the
erosion caused by the daily rise and fall of the waters will
be more harmful to the monuments than their nine-
month total immersion now caused by the old dam. In
the long run the movement of the waters will cut into the
buildings like a knife, causing them to crumble and
spelling their certain destruction.

Adlsaster of such magnitude appeared unthink-
able. As soon as the dangers were realized,
technicians set about to seek ways of saving Philae. In
1955, an Egyptian engineer, Osman R. Rostem, formulated
a plan which was afterwards to serve as the basis for the
adopted scheme to preserve the island. In a study entitled
The Salvage of Philae he wrote: “The most effective solu-
tion to the question of Philae is the isolation of the island
from the rest of the reservoir by building a series of small

(1) Osman R. Rostem: The Salvage of Philae, Supplement to the
Annals of the Antiquities Service. Published by the Imprimeries de
Ulnslitut francais d'Archéologie orientale. Cairo, 1935.

(2} Netherlands Lngineering Consultants Nedeco, The Hague: Report
on the safegnarding of the Philae monuments, prepared for Unesco
by order of the Netherlands Government. November 1960,

dams round it and thus preventing the water from sub-
merging the temples without disturbing them by removal
or raising” (1).

The plan put forward last year by the Netherlands
Engineering Consultants (NEDECO) on the initiative of
the Government of the Netherlands is inspired by the
same principle (2). It was adopted earlier this year by the
United Arab Republic Consultative Committee concerning
the safeguarding of the sites and monuments of Nubia.

Coming up the Nile, the traveller finds Philae about five
miles upstream (or south) from the city of Aswan, a little
beyond the First Cataract. This “City of Temples”, as
Champollion called it, seems to be floating on the Nile
near the eastern bank where the river forms a small bay
strewn with tiny islands, each rich in history, beneath
rocky heights which rise from the shore.

Just west of Philae lies the islet of Agilkia, and beyond
it the large island of Biga. The two islands together form
a north-south chain which almost isolates this area of the
river from the rest of the waterway, and Philae lies
within their protective shield.

MR. RosTeM’s scheme, carefully studied and
elaborated by NEDECO, completes this natural
isolation by a series of three dykes or dams, linking the
islands together and each one to the river bank. The
entire system of islands and dams would thus form a
continuous protective arc to the west of Philae separating
it from the main stream of the Nile. The level of the
reservoir within the protected area would not be affected
by the fluctuations of water between the two dams, and
could thus be kept as low as required so that the island
of Philae would always be visible in its entirely.

It was Herodotus who first referred to Philae as the
“Pearl of Egypt”, but the phrase has now become a cliché,
and it is perhaps time we dispensed with it. But there
can be no doubt that the spectacle offered by the sacred
island of Isis with its pylons, its porticos and temples all
reflected in the irridescent waters of the Nile is a sight
which never fails to move the beholder.

Poised on the edge of the Aswan desert, Philae, the first
stop in Egyptian Nubia, is unequalled in beauty except for
Abu Simbel, the last stop before entering Sudanese Nubia
—if I can be permitted to compare such widely differing
examples of architecture.

CONT'D ON PAGE 18
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FLOATING LABORATORIES
ON THE NILE

by Christiane Desroches-Noblecourt

Christiane Desroches-Noblecourt, Curator of the Egyptian Antiquities
Department at the Louvre Museum, Paris, is Unesco Consultant to
the Egyptian Documentation Centre set up by the UAR in Cairo.

FROM the beginning of 1955, the normally all
but deserted banks of the Nubian Nile
suddenly quickened with life. Archeeologists arrived and
commenced operations. Teams from the Documentation
Centre on Ancient Egypt in Calro worked unremittingly
from dawn to dusk, winter and summer alike, oblivious to
their isolated surroundings.

For the past fifteen years or so, Egyptological studies
had been at a standstill in the region above the First
Cataract of the Nile, stretehing as far as the Second
Cataract close to the Sudanese frontier. It seemed as
if nou excavation or archeeological survey had the power
to lure the successors of Champollion. Only a sparse
handful of archeeological missions were at work, either
in the Sudan to the south of the area threatened by the
High Aswan Dam or in the north of Aswan in that land
so richly strewn with temples.

The launching of UnEesco’s appeal brought a sudden
change in the scene of operations. Investigators working
in accessible sites wound up their studies, packed their
equipment and, spurred by a sense of duty, feelings of
loyalty to a common cause or an urge to equal or excel
their fellow archaeologists, set off for parched and mys-
terious Nubia. From now on they were initiating them-
selves into the archeeological story of Nubia which,
though often seeming to be a distorted image of the
Egyptian parent stale, had also many lessons to teach
them.

Those who today follow the course of the Nubian Nile
are no longer likely to have the same feeling of solitude
which, even a few years ago, was a common experience
for anyone returning to the camp of the Documentation
Centre where Egyptians and Europeans, latter-day
pioneers in a modern adventure, together built the
foundations of a new collaboration in Egyptology.

Nowadays it is hardly possible to travel 15 to 20 miles
without finding a boat moored to the bank. Passengers
in the regular weekly mailboat which serves this distant
land are always surprised and fascinated by these floating
camps, which also excite the curiosity of tourists who,
thanks to the international appeal for the safeguarding
of Nubia’s monuments, are now rediscovering the great
forgotten sanctuaries.

EACH boat encountered is practically certain to
be the floating home of an archeeological
expedition: Spanish, Itallan (from Milan or Rome);
Austrian, Yugoslav, American (from Chicago, Yale or
Pennsylvania) ; Polish, Swiss, German, Dutch, Czecho-
slovak, Belglan, English (from Oxford, Cambridge or Lon-
don), French (from Paris, Cairo, Lyons or Strasbourg).
Others agaln have been chartered by fact-collecting
missions—Russian, Japanese, Indian and others.

The teams from the Documentation Centre are thus no
longer working alone in Nubia. Many other investigators
have brought unaccustomed animation to the sun-parched
river banks. Today too the activities of the Centre
have been redoubled. Though it has entrusted the
Oriental Institule of Chicago and the French Institute
of Oriental Archaeology in Cairo with the completion in
extenso of the final surveys of the temples of Beit el
Wadi and Wadi es Sebua, it has itself shouldered the
immense task of surveying, down to the smallest detall,
all the other sanctuaries of Nubia.

During the first meeting of the Consultative Committee
of Experts set up by the Government of the United Arab
Republic, the Egyptologist members spontaneously under-
took to follow a set of rules designed for the common good.
The system used by the foreign missions for recording
information about the various monuments is based on the
techniques developed and perfected by the Cairo Centre
and follows the demands of Egyptological fact-finding.

The Documentation Centre which is, in fact, the na-
tional archives of Egyptian archeeology, is to receive a
copy of all the monument surveys completed by foreign
missions, the missions naturally retaining the publica-
tion rights for these reports for a pre-determined period.

The Centre, however, is making itself responsible for
nearly all the surveys. It has already boosted its activities
tenfold thanks to the construction of a magnificent
floating-laboratory in which it is possible to go on working
in the hottest weather (summer temperatures sometimes
reach 140 degrees Fahrenheit) and which also solves the
water problem. Heavily impregnated with silt in summer,
the water must be constantly filtered and cooled for all
purposes including photographic development.

DURING every season nowadays there are always
several of the Centre’s missions operating
from fully equipped vessels. Egypt’s technical and scien-
tific teams, well versed in this specialized and delicate
work of collaboration, aiso are receiving help on an
appreciable scale from other countries. UNEsco continues
to provide an adviser and several specialists. At this
phase of the campaign forelgn assistance comes indivi-
dually from countries responding to the appeal. They
have sent speclalists in philology and archeology and
%lso techniclans, and have provided the funds to maintain
hem.

The results of all the surveys are centralized at the
Documentation Centre and following the 1961 summer
missions a satisfying volume of work has been achieved.
Surveys on the temples of Abu Simbel are virtually com-
pleted as are those on the small temples of Abu Oda and
Jebel Shams. The list of other surveying results is im-
pressive: the tomb-chapel of Pennut at Aniba, the Amada
temple, part of the Dakka temple and the rock-hewn
chapel at Ellesya, part of the Wadi es Sebua temple and
the temple of Gerf Hussein; the immense cliff of Ka-
labsha with its adjoining chapels, the Beit el Wali temple,
the Taffeh chapels and those of Kertassi (not forgetting
the astonishing Kertassi quarries) and filnally the Debod
monument. '

At the gateway to Egyptian Nubia, the island marvel
that is Philae, with all its sanctuaries, has not yet been
completely surveyed. Long before the Aswan High Dam
created a threat to the island a French mission and then
a German one had begun to publish the results of their
surveys. But these results were minute in comparison
with all that remains to be done.

Now, at any rate, the work of systematically examining
the island, is under way. Last year two French epigra-
phers sent by the French National Council of Secientific
Research, joined their Egyptian colleagues in making as
complete an inventory as possible of the Greek epigraphs
on the Sacred Island.

At the same time a mission from the French National
Geographic Institute, including five photogrammetry

CONT'D ON PAGE 28














































Sir,

What a joy to receive your June
issue, at long last devoted to Latin
America, What a disappointment to
note once again the total lack of

knowledge concerning my country.’

Argentina, which according to the
literacy statistics published on page 33
is in front place ahead of all of its
sister nations of America, is referred
to only four or five times in the
whole issue—and then only in a
passing manner. San Martin gets a
mere “postage stamp” photo, and
you overlook completely his interview
with Bolivar at Guayaquil. Buenos
Aires, the largest capital city south
of the Rio Grande and one of the
most populous cities of the world,
is portrayed by its underground
“tube” with the worst, out-of-date
photo when there are so many other
stations artistically decorated with
painted tiles which are our pride and
admiration. Buenos Aires, modern
buildings, its theatres (among these
the General San Martin Theatre just
completed, probably the largest and
technically most modern of all South
America), its throbbing cultural life—
all these do not exist for your
magazine. The Colon Theatre, on
a par with the Paris Opera and the
Metropolitan of New York, our
enormous agricultural and cattle
potential, the growth of our indus-
tries, particularly automobiles, our
iron and steel industry, in a word, our
fantastic economic development has
been omitted, I hope, for a future
issue. Congratulations to your
photographer Almasy. But it is a
pity that no one showed him some
of the things which we here consider
essential to know.

Julio Cesar Saenz
Hurlingham
Buenos Aires Argentina

Sir

Congratulations for your issues in
general and the Latin-American
number in particular. But why
devote several pages to General
Simén Bolivar and say so little about
General José de San Martin.

The ecternal glory of the great
“Captain of the Andes” is not, of
course, affected in the least by this
“mistake” of The Unesco Courier,
But your magazine has a world-wide
circulation and in countries where
the history of Latin-America is little
known or unknown, the impression
will be conveyed that the Venezuelan
hero is the main historical figure
of the continent, or “the liberator of
Latin-America” as you call him.
And this is false.

The pgreatest figures of the Ame-
rican continent were San Martin in
Latin America and George Washing-
ton north of the Rio Grande. Both

Letters to the Editor

reached the pinnacle of power and
withdrew with their moral greatness
and prestige intact, The same can-
not be said of Bolivar, whose military
genius covered him with glory, but
whose at times turbulent life saw

© triumph mixed with tragedy and

defeat.

Let it be clearly understood that
I am not denying the greatness of
Bolivar, but I do deny that he is the
greatest and best known Thistorical
figure of Latin America; this honour
must go to the Liberator of Argen-
tina, Chile and Pertd, for whom the
Cordillera of the Andes was no
obstacle and who is appropriately
called ”The Saint with the Sword*.

Roberto Lavagna 8.
Morén, Province of Buenos Aires
Argentina

Sir

Your issue on Latin America
contains gross errors, cither in-
voluntary or deliberate, though I
am inclined to believe the latter more
likely because of the authors you
have chosen. This is a delicate
matter, since The Courier circulates
all over America and Europe; in the
former it will arouse justifiable anger;
in the latter it will add to the
confusion that generally exists with
regard to Latin America.

In your map of Latin America the
Falkland Islands are omitted. These
belong to Argentina and the South
American continent, to which they
are linked by a submarine platform.
The antarctic areas of Chile and
Argentina, which are part and parcel
of both countries, are also omitted.
In this same page Andrés Bello is
described as “the man who was to or-
ganize the juridical systems of the
Republics which had won their
independence from Spain”. Nothing
could be less exact, at least as far
as Argentina is concerned. Our
Constitution, drawn up in 1853, was
inspired by the U.S. Constitution, and
our Civil Code was based on the
work of the Brazilian jurist Freitas
and the Napoleonic Code.

O'Higgins is described as Chile’s
liberator. Wasn’t it really San Martin?
You state that San Martin was
forced to seek asylum in Europe
when he fled the anarchy in Argen-
tina. Nothing could be farther from
the truth. You devote three pages
to Bolivar, and write, “there is no
more famous name than his in the
history of Latin America”. I think
this is biased and misleading. Much
as we may acknowledge Bolivar's
merit, it is to San Martin’s initiative
and courage that Argentina, Chile
and Perd owe their freedom (not only
the first two countries, as you state)
and his renunciation in Guayaquil is
what permitted Bolivar to crown
South America's liberation.

You publish only a poor photo-
graph of Plaza Mayo in Buenos Aires
but many large photographs of other
countries. In an issue on Latin
America, you should have considered
the continent as a whole, and not
referred almost exclusively to three
or four countriecs which are not the
most important.  The only really
impartial article in the issuc is the
one by Dr Alfred Métraux, perhaps
because he is foreign to South
America, and to a lesser degree those
of Oscar Vera and Tibor Mende.

1 feel that Argentina, all Latin
America and historical truth deserve
a rectification and clarification from
you—not only to satisfy our national
pride, but because of the repercussion
that your errors and incomplete
information may have, and if you
are not to lose the confidence of
your regular readers in the material
you publish in future issues.

Jorge Miguel Aguilar
Muiiiz, Province of Bucenos Alres
Argentina

Sir,

As a Latin American, I am grateful
that an international publication such
as The Unesco Courier has sought
to let people from distant corners of
the carth know about the aspirations
and ambitions of a continent in
process of constant renovation.
Latin America cxpects, not charitable
help from stronger nations, but under-
standing and recognition of her ideals
by all pcoples.

Speaking as an  Argentinian,
however, I have several reservations
to make about the lack of know-
ledge of my country displayed in
the articles of your Latin Amecrican
issue. Surcly Buenos Aires itself and
Argentina in general present aspects
far more important than the photo-
graph of the entrance to an under-
ground station, even if that under-
ground be unique in the continent.
People of other nations can hardly
have any idea of what my country
is like from the articles in your June
issue.

Gonzalo Fernindez
Buenos Afres
Argentina

Sir,

I have just rececived issue n® 7-8 of
THe UNesco COURIER.

1 think this issue deserves a special
mention. I found it cxcellent as re-
gards both substance and appearance.

May I take this opportunity of ask-
ing you to convey the congratulations
of the National Commission to all
those who contributed to the produc-
tion of this issue.

Yves Brunsvick

Secretary General

French National Commission
Paris
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