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Ctltorial

HE calendar is to a large de-

1 gree a social convention, and

each new year does not necess-

arily usher in innovation and novelty.

All the same, the beginning of the

year, like the beginning of a decade or

a century, provides a regular oppor-

tunity to take stock, to test the pulse
of humanity.

At the beginning of 1984 we have
chosen to examine three of the many
questions which are preoccupying the
human community: the effects of the
economic crisis; the latest trends in
psychological research; and the thrust

- of acriminality which seems generally
to be rising.

We invited two specialists to con-
tribute to the debate on each of these
issues, one from an industrialized
country, one from a developing coun-
try. This is not meant as an endorse-
ment of one of the accepted ways of
delineating the world today, but as an
attempt to present a diversity of

analytical viewpoints and processes
and, perhaps, to reveal points of
agreement which transcend the in-
evitable divergences. :

It goes without saying that we are
not claiming in this number to cover
the most important threats or pro-
mises ' confronting  humankind
today—problems of hunger and
heaith, knowledge for all, peace,
Jjustice, and harmony among peoples.
The studies in this issue do, however,
have roots in such problems and make
it possible to explore their often hid-
den complexities if not to propose
potential solutions.

Nor isitinaccordance wzth conven-
tion that we open this issue with an
analysis of the case of George Orwell,
which is being widely studied and
questioned in this month of January
1984. Over and above the political
controversy or the so-called prophetic

nature of the work, the question re-

mains of man’s anxiety in face of his

own “‘modernity”. Is it not. the
machine-State  more - than ' the
totalitarian State that is at issue here?
And does not the reaction to such a
danger of robotization lead man to
Sfall prey, paradoxically, to attitudes
that are regressive or invalid? -

The sharpness of these debates
should not obliterate our common
hope, reaffirmed by the twenty-
second session of Unesco’s General -
Conference held at the Organiza-
tion’s Paris Headquarters from 25
October to 26 November 1983, The
Unesco Courier presents its best
wishes for 1984 to its readers and to
all men and women of goodwill
throughout the world.












































































» world’s temperate zones, this structure had
always been a hierarchical structure of
domination. Nevertheless language was a
splendid means of communication and
therefore a remarkable means of action. By
and through language we could influence
the action of others in favour of our gratify-
ing projects. Through language, inhibitions
to action could be dealt with, the anxiety
resulting from such inhibitions could be
eliminated and a biological equilibrium
established. As a result, that aggressiveness
between individuals, which is the only
resort open to those who cannot make
themselves heard, diminished.

If therefore, as world statistics show,
criminality between individuals has declin-
ed considerably in recent centuries, con-
trary to what the mass media try to make us
believe, it is perhaps because literacy and
the use of language have become so
generalized that, as the French sociologist
Jean-Michel Bessette has been able to
demonstrate on the basis of reliable
statistics, crime is now confined to those
who areincapable of expressing themselves,
or who can only give inadequate expression
to what they have to say.

But, whereas language is a means of ac-
tion for the individual, for the social group
it is most frequently a pretext for violence.
Logical discourse has always provided
“‘good’’ reasons to defend a ‘‘good’’ cause
by war, genocide and torture. Language has
always made it possible to justify raison
d’état. When we pass from the inter-
individual level of organization to that of
the State, the purpose of language changes.

Now this intangible abstract structure
called the State is merely the legalized in-
stitutionalization of the hierarchical rela-
tionships of domination between the in-
dividuals who compose it. The individual
may not infringe certain pre-established
rules in order to commit a murder, whereas
the State has every right to kill, either within
the group in order to preserve the rules
establishing the hierarchies of domination,
or outside it, against another State trying to
establish its domination over it or over
which it seeks to establish its own
domination.

Thus it seems that it is not culture or
criminality and the relationships between
them that should be studied, but the finality
of the social groups and the central nervous
mechanisms which enable individuals to
establish relationships between each other,
the establishment of forms of domination
in terms of this finality.

Probably the readiness with which the
mass media report interindividual crimes is
merely a response to the needs of States to
have their own crimes forgotten and to
create a state of anxiety which thrusts the
“‘citizen’ into their arms. These arms are
the army and the police which protect per-
sons and property according to a set of rules
that form the distinguishing features of a
““culture’’. The latter is always the culture
of the dominant elements, that is to say of
those who submit to the finality of the
system because they benefit from it.

The immigrant problem is an example.
Whenever their labour is needed to produce
goods, because machines have not yet com-
pletely replaced man in his most ‘‘ther-
modynamic”® activities, they are welcome.
But when machines are invented which can
perform these mechanical tasks and this
leads to increased unemployment, these im-
migrants take away from the citizen the re-
maining mechanical tasks. They deprive
him of the benefit of remunerated work.
They must be got rid of. The cultural shock
which is often invoked thus seems to be
secondary.

Are our immigrants more criminally in-
clined than we, the “‘natives’’, are? They
would seem to have every reason to be so—
their inability to make full use of the same
language and therefore to influence others
through it, the fact that it is impossible for
them to have an ideal image of themselves
which could vie with that of the natives even
when the latter are at the bottom of the
social ladder and the resultant subjection,
not to laws or to a “‘culture’’, but primarily
to a form of domination that is reflected in
the native’s attitude of exclusion and con-
tempt. In a period of economic crisis, the
immigrant becomes a scapegoat—some-
body has to be found outside the social
group, “‘somebody else’’, who can be made
responsible for its misfortunes.

As far as the number of victims is con-
cerned, there is no comparison between
casual crimes and road accidents. The latter
are regarded as normal and, as it were,
“‘healthy’’, because they are a result of
economic development. 1t is the former
which receive attention, because they
enable individual members of the group to
see themselves as belonging to a chosen race
or elite. By banishing the criminal into
outer darkness, they ensure the cohesion of
the group through the flattering image
which each member of it has of himself
because he belongs to the group. As the
French author Fernand Gregh wrote,
““There are no wicked, there are only those
who suffer’’.

The innumerable factors of suffering in
the case of the criminal can all be put down
to a single biological law—the inhibition of
his gratifying action. We think we have pro-
duced sufficient experimental proofs in re-
cent years that this reality embraces the
whole of pathology including that of
behaviour. Violence amongst individuals is
the violence of those who are not heard,
whose voice is lost in the background noise
of the socio-culture, those for whom the
ultimate form of violence may be suicide,
which is tolerated by the social group
because its forces usually arrive too late to
prevent it and it does not compromise the
cohesion of the group. But to prove this
statement our study must begin with the
molecule and end at the level of the species.

In fact, every expert who has studied
violence and described its ‘‘causes” has
done so only at the level of organization
covered by his speciality. The politician, the
economist, the sociologist, the an-
thropologist, the psychologist, the

psychiatrist, the philosopher and in more
recent times the ethologist, the
behaviourist, the neuro-physiologist and
the biochemist have all provided excellent
explanatory reasons in an outmoded system
of linear causality. It is high time for these
studies to be combined into a coherent
“system’’ according to inclusive and in-
cluded levels of organization, which must
have regard to the essential instrument of
expression of violence, namely, the human
nervous system, and to what we already
know about its biochemical, anatomical
and functional structure wherever this
structure is placed in a social situation. We
must even take the history of our species in-
to consideration in our efforts to under-
stand the problem. We must also avoid any
facile solution based on innateness, on an
“‘essence’’ of man, on instincts which are
always available, depending on the ideology
which inspires the speaker (i.e. the express-
ion of the unconscious automatized in a
“culture’’) to serve as an alibi for State
violence or as an excuse or condemnation of
individual violence.

But in our opinion it is essential not to
mix the levels of organization. Each level
has its own structure which should not be
superimposed by analogy on to the over-
lying or underlying level. Above all, the
structural and functional links which con-
nect them must be identified, care being
taken not to turn words into tangible ob-
jects. One can touch one’s father, one’s
brother, one’s friends, but one cannot
touch the family, the State, the mother

_country, because they are not things but

abstract which personify a

structure.

Now a structure consists of all the rela-
tionships existing between the elements of a
whole, and a relationship cannot be touch-
ed. It is neither matter nor energy, it is in-
formation which is given a form. Thus, a
nation may be understood as a structure or
a set of relationships uniting the individuals
who live in a given geoclimatic space and
who in the course of time have invented a
““culture’’, that is a language and a form of
behaviour which are effective within this
space. But instead of allowing this
‘“‘regional” structure to decide for itself
what type of economic, political and
cultural relationships it wants to have with
the. encompassing system (regional self-
sufficiency is no longer conceivable
nowadays) why inflict upon it the rules of
behaviour of the encompassing system, the
State which, as we have already said, is the
expression of a hierarchical structure of
aristocratic, theocratic, bourgeois,
technocratic or bureaucratic domination?
Why teach black children that their
ancestors were the Gauls when the Bretons
are being forbidden to use Breton?

concepts

It does seem that one must be profoundly
regionalist in order to be truly interna-
tionalist and a citizen of the world, just as
one must be profoundly individualist in
order to admit that one’s neighbour is
different.

" W Henri Laborit
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Unesco Prize for Peace
Education

The 1983 Unesco Prize for Peace Educa-
tion has been awarded to Pax Christi In-
ternational which was founded in 1945
by a small group of French and German
Catholics united by prayer and wishing to
pave the way for reconciliation between
their 2 peoples. Today, its horizons ex-
tending to the far-reaching problems of
world peace, itis represented in 35 coun-
tries on 5 continents. At a recent
ceremony held at Unesco HQ in Paris, the
Director-General, Mr. Amadou-Mahtar
M’Bow presented the prize to Mgr Bet-
tazzi, President of Pax Christi Interna-
tional and Bishop of lvrea (Italy), recalling
- that the annual $60,000 award recogniz-
ed outstanding activity to alert public opi-
nion to the cause of peace.

Special notice

We ask our regular readers and
new subscribers to excuse any
possible delay in reception of the
Unesco Courier. Recent disrup-
tions in the French postal services
have delayed reception of
subscription and subscription
renewal requests and have con-
siderably increased routing times
of our last few issues.

International Fair Play Awards

Swedish tennis champion Mats Wilander
was recently awarded the international
Pierre de Coubertin Fair Play Trophy for
an act of sportsmanship at the 1982
French International
when he persuaded the umpire to order a
replay of the match point he had just
been awarded in the semi-final. At a
ceremony at Unesco HQ in Paris
diplomas of honour were also presented
to 4 other sportsmen: athlete Francisco

Championships,

Julio Ardisson of Portugal, French foot-
baller Patrick Battiston, Argentinian
pelote player Ricardo Bizozero, and
Hungarian skater Andrds Georgenyi.
Wilander, who was unable to attend the
Paris ceremony, had previously received
his trophy from the Director-General in
Stockholm.

Mr. Patrick Seddoh, of Ghana, has
been elected chairman of
Unesco’s Executive Board for the
next two years. He succeeds Mr.
Victor Massuh, of Argentina.

School and the arts

Unesco's International Fund for the Pro-
motion of Culture is giving its support to
a project for the integration of performing
arts—theatre, fine arts, music and
dance—in secondary schools. Proposed
by the Argentine-born/lUS composer
Julia Stilman, the project has the backing
of the International Society of Music
Educators, which is an affiliate of the In-
ternational Music Council, the Interna-
tional Association of Art, the Conseil In-
ternational de la Danse and the Institut
International du Thééatre. This new form
of instruction would be adopted in
selected ‘'pilot’’ schools for an initial
period of four years. Preparations are in
hand for a preliminary symposium, to be
attended by twenty-five international ex-
perts, at which the new teaching formula
and its relationship with the cultural
heritage of each country will be examin-
ed. The French composer Michel Fano
has said of Julia Stilman’s musical works
that ‘’'marked by a remarkable manipula-
tion of timbre, they carry the attentive
listener into a new and impassioned

realm of poetry.”” The US choreographer’

Carolyn Carlson is to give a presentation
of Stilman’s Barcarola, a cantata for
soloists, chorus and orchestra on a poem
by Pablo Neruda, at the music and dance
festival La Rochelle 84.
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BOOKSHELF
Recent Unesc_:o Publications

B World List of Social Science
Periodicals. Details on over 3,500
periodicals published world-wide.
Prepared by the Unesco Social
Science Documentation Centre
with the co-operation of the Inter-

national Committee for Social
Science Information and Docu-
mentation. 6th edition revised.

1983, 468 pp. {72 F).

B Cultural Policy in the People’s
Republic of China. Letting a hun-
dred flowers blossom, by Bai Lu.
The latest publication in a series
showing how cultural policies are
planned and implemented in
various Unesco Member States.
1983, 100 pp. (35 F).

B Elements of the Structure of
Agricultural Education in the
United States of America, by
David L. Howell et al. The latest in
a series of studies intended to pro-
mote the dissemination and ex-
change of information on struc-
tures of agricultural education in
Unesco Member States. 1983, 72
pp. (35 F).

B Coal Utilization. The report on
aninternational Unesco forum held
in 1982 to discuss the prospects
of technologies of coal utilization
from technical and socio-
economic points of view. Special
attention was given to the prob-

ing countries. 1983, 134 pp. (40 F).

B Recent Archaeological - Disco-
veries in the Republic of Korea, by
Kim Won-Yong. A survey of 11im-
portant excavations and disco-
veries. Co-published with the Cen-
tre for East Asian Cultural Studies,
Tokyo, which has exclusive sales
rights in Japan. 1983, (approx.
70 F). ’

lems of coal utilization in develop- .
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