














STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE
{Continued)

Democratization
in the
liberated areas

auxiliaries. The blacks must be seen
as productive elements organized, or
to be organized, in an economy direct-
ed by whites. (Os Nativos na
Economia Africana, Coimbra 1954),

Denied the hope of peaceful change,
the “natives of Africa”, as we know,
have chosen armed resistance rather
than continued surrender to foreign
rule, just as the natives of other conti-
nents have done in situations not
dissimilar.

Much has been written about this
armed resistance, but really it is not
the interesting or important part of the
story. That part lies in the use which
the movements of resistance have
made of areas, large or small, from
which they have evicted Portuguese
control. There, at last, they have
been able to begin to run their own
affairs, and, in doing that, to forge new
institutions and structures of society
that can underpin the needs of mat-
erial and cultural progress.

Here, in other words, the tasks of
democratization within modernizing
frameworks are being tackled for the
first time in these territories. No
longer *“auxiliaries” of the colonial
system, Africans in these liberated
areas can stand on their own feet and
face the challenge of their own
problems.

What do you find in these liberated
areas? Many visitors from many coun-
tries, and of many political loyalties,
have gone there to discover the ans-
wer. Almost all their reports, whether
enthusiastic or sceptical, “committed”
or neutral or even hostile, are in
substantial agreement on the essence
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Map, left, shows In
white the African ter-
ritories under Portu-
guese  administration.
On September 24,
1973, the Republic of
Guinea (Bissau) was
proclaimed by the first
session of the newly
elected National As-
sembly held in the
liberated areas of the
country. General elec-
tions for the members
of the National Assem-
bly were held in 1972
by the African Party
for the Independence
of Guinea (Bissau) and
Cape Verde, known as
PAIGC, following meet-
ings throughout the
liberated areas (right)
where 80,000 electors
were given political ins-
truction and information.

of the matter (1). They find long-
deprived peoples who are caught up
in a major effort to modernize their
lives, and to rule themselves in ways
that are as different from their own
ways of the more, or less distant past
as from the ways of colonial rule.

These peoples apparently see no
gain in working for a mere reform of
colonial structures and institutions, for
no such reform, as they often say, can
set them free. What they are engag-
ed upon is something greater and
more useful. They define this by what
they do and aim for, but their leading
spokesmen have also defined it in
words which have the ring of profound
meditation. They are fortunate in
having found spokesmen and leaders
of an often remarkable and momentous
talent.

Thus the late Amilcar Cabral, found-
er and outstanding leader of the
PAIGC in Guiné and the Cape Verde
Islands, is the author of writings now
widely recognized as significant con-
tributions to the theory of social change
among so-called “under-developed”
peoples.

He has described the movements of
liberation as comprising “a forced
march on the road to cultural pro-
gress”, because the compulsions of
armed resistance have here found
their most positive element in the

(1) After an initial visit to colonial Angola
in 1954, the present writer has so far made
four visits to lberated areas: to those of
the liberation movement in Guinea {Bissau)
and Cape Verde (PAIGC) in 1967, to those
of the Mozambique Liberation Front (FRELIMO)
in Mozambique in 1968, to those of the
People’'s Movement for the Liberation of
Angola (MPLA) in Angola In 1970, and again
to Guinea (Bissau) in 1972.

drive for and achievement of new
understandings, new ideas, new modes
of individual and community behaviour,
and, with all this, a new means of
mastering the problems of national
freedom (A. Cabral, National Libera-
tion and Culture, lecture delivered at
Syracuse University, New York, Feb.
20, 1970. See also article page 12).

And they have done this because
these movements are nothing if not
movements of voluntary participation.
They are “schools of progress™ even
more than they are fighting units or
other means of self-defence.

Or consider a definition of what
these liberated areas are really about
that comes from the Angolan leader,
Dr Agostinho Neto. What they are
trying to do, he said in 1970, “is to
free and modernize our peoples by a
dual revolution — against their tradi-
tional structures which can no longer
serve them, and against colonial rule.”

Their aim, in other words, is not
only to displace the Portuguese who
claim to rule them but to build a
new society: to found and develop
institutions of self-rule whose demo-
cratic and modernizing vitality can
overcome not only the heritage of
foreign autocracy, but also the heri-
tage of an older Africa divided into
small groups and rival ethnic states.

One may well think this a bold and
unexpected aim to find among peoples
so sorely ravaged and harassed by
military repression and all its accom-
panying evils, yet this is none the less
the aim that visitors have all agreed
that they have found here.

But what does it look like on the
ground, this “forced march on the road









THE UNITED NATIONS
VERSUS

THE WORLD'S

'LAST COLONIAL EMPIRE’

OF the 28 million people

still living in dependent status through-
out the world, half live in the Portu-
guese territories in Africa.

In the last 28 years 71 colonial
territories, comprising nearly 1,000
million people, have become indepen-
dent and taken their place among the
sovereign nations of the world (see
map pages 28-29).

There are many reasons for this
phenomenon. Principally it is due to
the sometimes tempered, ‘sometimes
violent challenge that the dependent
peoples themselves have brought to
bear on the long-accepted view that
they should continue to be ruled by
remote foreign Powers whose cultural,
ideological and ethnic identities were
different from their own. Largely
because of this challenge, there has
evolved a world-wide recognition that
self-determination and. independence
are not the exclusive prerogatives of
the powerful, but fundamental and
inalienable rights of all peoples every-
where.

The right to self-determination had
become almost a universally accepted
principle in 1960 when the General
Assembly of the United Nations adopt:
ed an historic manifesto on decoloni-
zation which gave a further impetus to
the movement of dependent peoples
toward freedom and independence.

Yet, today, there remains a hard
core of resistance to the recognition
of these rights in the vast territories
of southern Africa. South Africa's
harsh apartheid laws continue to dis-
criminate against an overwhelming
non-white majority, which includes
those living in the immense territory
of Namibia (formerly South West
Africa). 225.000 white settlers in
Southern Rhodesia have rebelled
against the British Commonwealth, in
order to perpetuate their domination
and control of nearly five million
Africans.

In southern Africa also, Portugal
refuses to relinquish control of both
Angola and Mozambique, territories
which are roughly twenty times its
size. In fact it is waging an endless
war against the liberation movements
of these territories and against natio-
nalist groups in the small territory of
Portuguese Guinea on the west coast
of Africa.

This struggle is significant since the
Portuguese possessions comprise the
last colonial empire remaining in the
world. Moreover, these territories are
strategically located. In the west,
Angola (population 5,223,000) stands
astride the route from Zaire to South
West Africa and South Africa. In
the east, Mozambique (population
7,040,000) guards the heartland of
both South Africa and Southern Rho-
desia.

Both territories are wealthy. Angola,
which is more than twice the size of
France (481,226 square miles) has rich
oil deposits, vast diamond mines and
hundreds of millions of tons of high
grade iron ore. It is the world's
fourth largest coffee producer. Mozam-
bique (297,654 square miles) also has
great economic potential because of
its large areas of fertile land, its ports
and railways and its sources of hydro-
electric power.

The other territories now under
Portuguese administration are the
Cape Verde archipelago comprising
ten islands off the west African coast,
and the islands of Sao Tomé and
Principe, located on the Bay of Biafra,
west of the Republic of Gabon, and
Macao and Timor in Asia.

The Portuguese Constitution defines
the Territory of Portugal as that which
at present belongs to it and comprises:

B In Europe : the mainland and the

archipelagos of Madeira and the
Azores;

‘M In west Africa: the Cape Verde

archipelago, Guinea, Sao Tomé
and Principe and their depen-
dencies, Sao Joao Baptista de
Ajudé, Cabinda and Angols;

M In east Africa: Mozambique;

B In Asia : Macao and its depen-
dencies;

B In Oceania : Timor and its depen-
dencies.

Until 1961, the majority of the indi-
genous inhabitants in Angola, Mozam-
bique and Portuguese Guinea were
not accorded full citizenship status.
The Colonial Act of 1933 had accorded
these inhabitants what may, for con-
venience, be described as “indigena”
status. As subsequently re-enacted
in the Native Statute of 1954:

“A person shall be considered an
indigena... if he is a member of the
negro race or a descendant of a
member of that race, and was born,
or habitually resides, in the province
but does not yet possess the level
of education or the personal and
social habits which are a condition
for the unrestricted application for
the public and private law pertaining
to Portuguese citizens.”

An African could change his 'status
and acquire Portuguese citizenship if
he fulfilled all the following:

B he was over 18 years of age;

B he could speak the Portuguese
language correctly;

‘B he was engaged in an occupation,
trade or craft from which he derived
sufficient income to support himself
and his family, or had adequate
resources for this purpose;

B he was of good conduct and had
attained the level of education and
acquired the habits which are a condi-
tion for the unrestricted application of
the public and private law pertaining
to Portuguese citizens; and

B he was not on record as having
refused to perform military service or

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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UNITED NATIONS (Continued)

From underground organizations
to full-fledged nationalist movements

deserted. Upon fulfilment of these
requirements, an African was accorded
citizenship as an “assimilado”.

As a result the majority of Africans
living in the three territories were not
accorded Portuguese citizenship and
were not governed by Portuguese
civil law. As a rule, indigenous per-
sons were governed by “the usages
and customs pertaining to their res-
pective societies™ and were not grant-
ed political rights in “non-indigenous
institutions”.

The special status of an indigena
carried with it an implication that he
was not “civilized”. Census figures
listed the population in two major
sections, the civilizado (civilized) and
nao-civilizado (non-civilized). The civi-
lized section of the population includ:
ed all persons of European origin
(Portuguese and aliens). Indians and
Chinese, mestigos (persons of mixed
European and African descent) and
Africans who qualified as “civilized”
Until he acquired the status of an
assimilado, an African was not count-
ed as a “civilized” person. At the
1950 census, less than one per cent
of the African population in Angola
and Mozambique were officially classi-
fied as “civilized™.

The indigena status also carried with
it economic and social implications.
The indigena status made it an obli-
gation for an African to work and,
through the operation of the labour
laws, frequently subjected him to for-
ced labour both for public works and
private enterprises, as in the forced
cultivation of cotton which at one time
involved some 500,000 Africans in
Mozambique.

IHE rise of nationalist

movements in the Portuguese terri-
tories had its origin before the Second
World War when Africans attempted
to give expression to grievances by
pressing for moderate reforms through
legal associations. After the Second
World War, these organizations urged
direct participation of the urban masses
in the affairs of the territories. The
Government, however, reacted by
replacing elected leaders with admi-
nistrative appointees and by restrict-
ing the political activities of these
organizations.

In Angola, these measures led to
the establishment of underground
political organizations which extended
their activities both inside and outside
the territory. Between 1950 and 1960
clandestine political movements were
also formed in Portuguese Guinea and
Mozambique. @ These organizations
were generally regarded by the Govern-
ment as subversive and were sup-
pressed by force.

From that time, several strikes were
organized by workers to demand
higher wages and police action in-
creased. In 1959, for example, the
authorities opened fire on dock work-
ers on strike at Pidgiguiti (Bissau) and
fifty people were killed.

United Nations involvement began
on February 24, 1956 when the Secre-
tary-General addressed a letter to 16
new Member States, including Portu:
gal. He inquired whether these states
had any territories which did not fully
govern themselves, since Chapter Xl
of the U.N. Charter obliges Member
States to accept a series of obliga-
tions towards territories administered
by them.

Portugal replied that it had no such
territories, that the territories it admi-
nistered were in fact integral pro-
vinces of metropolitan Portugal. It
maintained, as it has ever since, that
under its unitary Constitution the
European and “overseas provinces”
were under the same organs of
sovereignty and had exactly the same
status from both a legal and de facto
point of view. It argued that although
political rights in the territories were
dependent on certain qualifications,
these qualifications were the same for
all inhabitants, regardless of race or
situation.

After disturbances that broke out
on February 4, 1961 in the Angolan
capital of Luanda, the Portuguese
authorities adopted special security
measures and imposed censorship on
outgoing messages, and the entry of
foreign journalists was suspended
until the end of July 1961.

At the request of Liberia and 26
African and Asian States, the U.N.
Security Council met from March 10
to 15, 1961, to deal with the “crisis
in Angola™.

Denying that the Luanda outbreak
had any connexion with human rights,
the Portuguese representative main-
tained that in the Portuguese “multi-
racial society” there was no colour or
religious bar by law, tradition or appli-
cation and that “human rights are at
the very foundation of our political
and social structure”.

The situation in Angola continued
to worsen. According to the Govern-
ment of Portugal a “wave of terrorism”
occurred in mid-March when a series
of rebel attacks took place in northern
Angola. The Portuguese Govern-
ment dispatched large reinforcements
of troops to Angola in April 1961.

The situation in Angola was again
brought to the attention of the Secu-
rity Council in May 1961 by 44 African
and Asian States. The 44 States
declared that massacres were con-

tinuing, human rights were being con-
tinually suppressed and the situation
was a serious threat to international
peace and security. This was the first
U.N. resolution on Portuguese terri-
tories.

The gravity of the situation in the
territory was reflected in the toll of
lives lost. By early June 1961, Por-
tuguese reports indicated that about
1,000 Europeans and 8,000 Africans
had been killed. Other estimates of
the number of Africans killed were
considerably higher; a figure of about
30,000 was frequently mentioned
during the Security Council debates
in June 1961.

Following the outbreaks of distur-
bances in Angola and United Nations
pressure on Portugal to change its
policies, Portugal introduced what it
called “far-reaching reforms”™ in its
territories, beginning in September
1961, the most important being the
repeal of the Native Statute.

As a result of this repeal, the Afri-
can inhabitants of the three territories
were recognized as Portuguese citi-
zens; they no longer had to meet cer-
tain requirements to achieve citizen-
ship status, or to comply with the pro-
cedures for obtaining it.

IN 1962, the U.N. Special
Committee on Territories under Portu-
guese Administration visited Africa
where it obtained information from
representatives of political organiza-
tions and persons who had recently
left the territories. It had been
refused permission by Portugal to visit
its territories in Africa.

In the Committee’s view, the reforms
which Portugal claimed to have intro-
duced not only failed to meet the
basic aspirations of the peoples for
self-determination, but did not even
bring about any significant changes in
political, economic, social and educa-
tional conditions.

Subsequently, the U.N. General
Assembly, on December 14, 1962, con-
demned the attitude of Portugal and
urged it to take steps: to recognize
the right of the territories to self-
determination and independence,
cease all acts of repression, promul-
gate an unconditional political amnesty
and establish conditions permitting the
free functioning of political parties,
negotiate with representatives of poli-
tical parties for the transfer of power
to freely elected and representative
institutions, and immediately thereafter
grant independence to all the terri-
tories.

On March 15, 1963, Angola entered
its third year of war. Portugal was now
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CULTURE AND INDEPENDENCE (Continued)

Domination cloaked in

new forms

end of foreign rule, hangs on to the
ruling colonial class and openly
opposes the liberation movement in
order to defend and secure its own
social position; a hesitant or un-
decided majority; another minority
which helps to create and to direct
the liberation movement,

But this last group which plays a
decisive role in developing the pre-
independence movement, does not
really succeed in identifying itself with
the mass of the people (with their
culture and their aspirations) except
through the struggle, the degree of
identification depending on the form or
forms of the struggle, the ideological
content of the movement and the extent
of each person's moral and political
awareness.

Culture has proved to be the very
foundation of the liberation movement.
Only societies which preserve their
cultures are able to mobilize and
organize themselves and fight against
foreign domination. Whatever ideo-
logical or idealistic forms it takes,
culture is essential to the historical
process. It has the power to prepare
and make fertile those factors that
ensure historical continuity and deter-
mine a society's chances of pro-
gressing (or regressing).

SINCE imperialist rule is

the negation of the historical process
of the dominated society, it will readily
be understood that it is also the
negation of the cultural process. And
since a society that really succeeds
in throwing off the foreign yoke reverts
to the upward paths of its own culture,
the struggle for liberation is above all
an act of culture.

The fight for liberation is an essen-
tially political fact. Consequently, as
it develops, it can only use political
methods.

Culture then is not, and cannot be, a
weapon or a means of mobilizing the
group against foreign domination. It
is much more than that. Indeed, it
is on firm knowledge of. the local

reality, particularly the cultgral reality,

that the choice, organization and
development of the best methods of
fighting are based.

This is why the liberation movement
must recognize the vital importance
not only of the cultural characteristics
of the dominated society as whole but

also of those of each social class.
For though it has a mass aspect,
culture is not uniform and does not
develop evenly in all sectors, horizon-
tal or vertical, of society.

The attitude and behaviour of each
class or each individual towards the
struggle and its development are, it
is true, dictated by economic interests,
but they are also profoundly influenced
by culture. It may even be said that
differences in cultural level explain
differences in behaviour towards the
liberation movement of individuals of
the same social class.

It is at this level, then, that culture
attains its full significance for each
individual—comprehension of and in-
tegration within his social milieu, iden-
tification with the fundamental prob-
lems and aspirations of his society
and acceptance or rejection of the
possibility of change for the better.

Whatever its form, the struggle
requires the mobilization and organi-
zation of a large majority of the popu-
lation, the political and moral unity
of the different social classes, the
gradual elimination of vestiges of tribal
or feudal mentality, the rejection of
social and religious taboos that are
incompatible with the' rational and
national character of, the liberating
movement. And the struggle brings
about many other profound modifica-
tions in the life of the .people.

This is all the more true because
the dynamic of the struggle also re-
quires the exercise of democracy,
criticism and self-criticism, growing
participation of the people in running

* their lives, the achievement of literacy,

the creation of schools and health
services, leadership training for rural
and city workers, and many other
achievements that are involved in the
society’'s “forced march” along the
road of cultural progress. This shows
that the liberation struggle is more than
a cultural fact, it is also a cultural
factor.

Among the-representatives of the
colonial power as well as in their home
countries, the first reaction to the
liberation struggle is a general feeling
of surprise and incredulity. Once this
feeling, the fruit of prejudice or of the
planned distortions typical of colonia-
list news, is surmounted reactions vary
with the interests, the political opinions
and the degree to which colonialist
and racist attitudes have crystallized
among the different social classes and
individuals.

The progress of the struggle and the
sacrifices imposed by the need to take
colonialist repressive measures (police
or military) cause a split in metropo-
litan opinion. Differing, if not diver-
gent positions are adopted and new
political and social contradictions
emerge.

From the moment the struggle is
recognized as an irreversible fact,
however great the resources employed
to quash it, a qualitative change takes
place in metropolitan opinion. The
possibility if not the inevitability of the
colony's independence is on the whole
gradually accepted.

Such a change is a conscious or
unconscious admission that the colo-
nized people now engaged in the
struggle have an identity and a culture
of their own. And this holds true even
though throughout the conflict an
active minority, clinging to its interests
and prejudices, persists in refusing
the colonized their right to indepen-
dence and in denying the equivalence
of cultures that right implies.

At a decisive stage in the conflict
this equivalence is implicitly recognized
or accepted even by the colonial
power. To divert the fighters from
their objectives it applies a demagogic
policy of “economic and social im-
provement”, of “cultural development”,
cloaking its domination with new forms.

NEO-COLONIALISM is
above all the continuation of imperialist
economic rule in disguise, but never-
theless it is also the tacit recognition
by the colonial power that the people
it rules and exploits have an identity
of their own demanding its own
political control, for the satisfaction of
a cultural necessity.

Moreover, by accepting that the
colonized people have an identity and
a culture, and therefore an inalienable
right to self-determination and indepen-
dence, metropolitan opinion (or at
least an important part of it) itself
makes significant cultural progress and
sheds a negative element in its own
culture—the prejudice that the colo-
nizing nation is superior to the colo-
nized one. This advance can have all-
important consequences for the poli-
tical evolution of the imperialist or
colonialist power, as certain facts of
current or recent history prove.

The existence of genetic, somatic
CONTINUED PAGE 20



























by
Eduardo
de Sousa Ferreira

EDUCATION... cannot have
as its objective the mere spreading of
knowledge; its objective should be
the formation of citizens capable of
feeling to the full the imperatives of
Portuguese life, knowing how to inter-
pret them and making them a constant
reality, in order to secure the con-
tinuation of the Nation.” This, as
stated in mid-1972 by the Portuguese
Minister of Overseas Territories,
Joaquim da Silva Cunha, is the basis
of Portugal's educational policy in its
African territories.

In the face of international opinion
as well as the pressure exerted by the
liberation movements in Portuguese
African territories, Portugal has since
the 1960s introduced important changes
in her colonial policy in Africa.
Education, as an integral part of this
policy, underwent fundamental modifi-
cations.

Though this led to an expansion of

EDUARDO DE SOUSA FERREIRA, Portu-
guese economist and specialist on Portuguese
economic and political questions, has made
a close study of current conditions in African
territories under Portuguese administration.
He is the author of “Portuguese Colomalism
from South Africa to Europe”, published in
1972 by Aktion Dritte Welt, Freiburg (Fed.
Rep. of Germany).

Education

and discrimination
n the Portuguese
territories of Africa

The “Unesco Courier” is pleased to offer readers a preview from a
special Unesco report on the effects of Portuguese colonialism on

education, science, culture and

information

in African territories

under Portuguese control. Here, Eduardo de Sousa Ferreira, author
of the Unesco report, examines salient findings from his inquiry into

education today under Portuguese rule in Africa.

His study is one

of several fact-finding reports on the current situation in southern
Africa which Unesco plans to publish (dates of publication not yet
announced) under its programme of “moral assistance” to African
liberation movements. The passage below is condensed from a chapter
in Mr. de Sousa Ferreira’s book at present in preparation.

education unprecedented in the Por-
tuguese territories, the increase has
been quantitative and confined almost
exclusively to primary education. The
basic aim of the new policy is un-
changed from the old: the inculcation
of Portuguese values and the pro-
motion among African school-children
of a conscious identification with
Portugal.

Textbooks throw an interesting light
on the new educational policy. Unlike
those used before a reform of pri-
mary education in 1964, textbooks are
now considerably Africanized. They
show African life in rural areas and in
the towns. Frequently pictures show
Africans in harmonious relations with
whites.

This depiction of African culture
and environment is, however, com-
pletely swamped by pictures of whites
or of Portugal, while moral, religious
and historical issues are dealt with
from an exclusively Portuguese point
of view.

History in the fourth grade covers
Portuguese history only. History is
the only subject other than Portuguese
language and arithmetic on which the
student is questioned in the final
examination, and a certificate in history
is necessary for any Angolan seeking

any employment other than physical
labour. The history of the colonies is
mentioned a few times, but only in
relation to Portuguese history, e.g. the
“discoveries” of Henry the Navigator,
and the “liberation” of Angola from the
Dutch occupation.

The geography textbooks of the
fourth grade have a picture of the
Salazar bridge in Lisbon on the cover
and contain detailed information about
Portugal, including its ports, rivers
and mountains.

It will be useful to examine certain
immediately relevant aspects of pri-
mary education, using Angola as an
example. Angola has made the most
comprehensive progress of all the
colonies and so represents the
maximum achievement.  Secondly,
more up-to-date and detailed data are
available on education for Angola than
for the other colonies.

There has been a remarkable in-
crease in primary school attendance
(from 105,781, in 1960-61, to 392,809,
in 1969-70). The rapidity of the in-
crease is explained, however, by the
extremely low starting level in 1960-61.
In 1970-71 children of school-age going
to school still represented only little
more than half (53.43 per cent). As
regards Mozambique, the newspaper

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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The United Nations versus
the world’s ‘last colonial empire’

Continued from page 11

change in the Government in Portugal
in late 1968 led to another appeal for
its co-operation.

But in September 1969, the Sec-
retary-General of the United Nations
declared that the attitude of the Portu-
guese government: “remains the cru-
cial obstacle to peace in southern
Africa and exacerbates the grave
situation prevailing in that region.”

At its November 1969 session the
U.N. General Assembly welcomed the
Manifesto of the Organization of Afri-
can Unity on southern Africa. On the
problem of the Portuguese Territories
in Africa, the Manifesto states:

“In Mozambique and Angola and in
so-called Portuguese Guinea, the basic
problem is not racialism but a pre-
tence that Portugal exists in Africa.
Portugal is situated in Europe... No
legislation passed by any parliament
in Portugal can make Africa part of
Europe...

“..The peoples of Mozambique, An-
gola and Portuguese Guinea... are
demanding an acceptance of the prin-
ciples of independence on the basis
of majority rule, and for many years
they called for discussions on this

issue. Only when their demand for
talks was continually ignored did they
begin to fight. Even now, if Portugal
should change her policy and accept
the principle of self-determination, we
would urge the liberation movements
to desist from their armed struggle
and to co-operate in the mechanics of
a peaceful transfer of power from Por-
tugal to the peoples of the African
territories.”

The United Nations and its spe-
cialized agencies have continued to
give the closest attention to the
problem and have increased their aid
and support to the peoples struggling
for their independence. In November

1972 the U.N. General Assembly
recognized the national liberation
movements of Angola, of Guinea
(Bissau) and Cape Verde, and of

Mozambique as the authentic repre-
sentatives of the true aspirations of
the peoples of these territories.

Unesco is collaborating directly with
the liberation movements in these
territories, providing educational aid
and technical assistance, etc. (see
page 23).

Unesco’s position has been summed

up by its Director-Genera!, René
Maheu. In October 1972, addressing
the Unesco General Conference in
Paris, he declared:

“Two States (Portugal and South
Africa) have of their own accord with-
drawn from Unesco because of the
obvious incompatibility of their racist
or colonialist policies with the ideals
of Unesco and its action to pro-
mote human rights. The firmness
shown towards these States by the
General Conference is, in my opinion,
fully justified since it is based on con-
siderations of justice which are
Unesco's raison d'étre. Unesco is a
militant organization. But this in no
way means that we cannot hope—
indeed fervently desire—that these
peoples with their many remarkable
talents and achievements in other
fields, will reject the inhuman policies
which for the time being have separa-
ted them from us and that they will .
soon rejoin us.” |

This report is essentially based on a publi-
cation of the Office of Public Information of
the United Nations entitled “A Principle in
Torment: The United Nations and Portuguese
Administered Territories”.

Education and discrimination in ‘Portuguese’ Africa

Continued from page 27

Africans can afford the basic annual
university fee of 1,000 escudos, plus a
further 400-650 escudos (depending
on the course taken).

If we accept the claim of Portugal
that Angola is a province of that
country, then, in primary education.
Angola not only falls far behind the
advanced countries, but also behind
some of the developing countries.
The higher the level of education, the
fewer enrolled. This trend accentuates
if we consider the African population

alone. Only a few get beyond primary
level, and practically none get to
university.

It seems reasonable to conclude

that the new educational policy in the
colonies (since the beginning of the
1960s) does not seek to advance the
African population; that the consider-
able quantitative improvement during
the sixties has not been at all levels,
but only at the lowest, i.e. in primary
education; that the standard now
reached is 'still very low; that qualita-
tive progress has been small, and par-
ticularly so with regard to the edu-

cation of the African population.

One may also conclude that Africans
are still discriminated against in edu-
cation by social and financial barriers,
and that the access to education is
made especially difficult at the second-
ary and higher levels; that there is
practically no African participation in
the scientific activities of the colonies;
that the State has done practically
nothing about research; and that the
extent of the State’'s financial invest-
ment in education and science affords
little evidence of a concern. for edu-
cation in the colonies and, hence, for
the education of the African popu-
lation.

Such efforts as Portugal made to
provide education for Africans were
imposed by the development needs of
Portuguese colonialism itself, by the
international situation, and in parti-
cular by the demonstration the lib-
eration movements provided of an
alternative to Portuguese domination.

Portugal did undoubtedly succed in

forming an African elite which, though
few in numbers, provided an African

petty bourgeoisie, and encouraged
African officials and managers of
small scale business to ally themselves
with Portugal. The need for such
managers could lead to a neo-colo-
nialist solution which could then be
regarded as a “success” for Portu-
guese educational policy, but would
certainly do little to improve the status
of the African population.

Finally, we quote the Provincial
Secretary for Education in Angola:
“In the matter of relations between
Europeans and coloured peoples, it
cannot be denied that we are the only
ones whose ideas and solutions have
remained unaltered overseas since the
very beginning. We have a mountain
of irrefutable historical documents
that prove this. Everything we have
done... in regards to teaching and edu-
cation, everywhere we have set foot,
provides undeniable proof of this.
Indeed, it is from what a civilizing
nation does in regard to teaching and
education overseas that the true nature
of its intentions can be learnt.”

Eduardo de Sousa Ferreira
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