






































AN AFRICAN LOOKS AT THE WORLD

An educator from one of Afri-
ca's newly independent coun-
tries raises challenging issues
which affect all men everywhere

by F. I. Ajumogobia

Federal Ministry of Education, Nigeria

HAVE heard the year 1960 described as Africa's
year. I am not sure that I agree with the
deseription, for in my view, no single year
can be properly described as the year of des-
tiny of any people. Human evolution, whether
blological or soclological is a gradual and continuous
process; and so. significant as the year 1960 may appear
to be in the history of Africa, I would regard it as merely
the beginning of the many changes that must inevitably
follolw the great wind which is now blowing through the
continent.

During the year we have seen new States emerge in
Afrlca; but we have also wltnessed, and are stlill
witnessing, an emergency in Africa.

In 1945 a world war, which like all wars had generated
its own momentum, ended. Men were sick of war and
there was general talk of peace. And men of goodwill
from many lands said that never again should this evil
thing happen. It was in that atmosphere that this great
organlzatlon for peace, for education, for science and
cuiture was born. But memory appears to be short.

However, according to the Constitution of Unesco the
Governments of the States Partles on behalf of thelr
peoples declared: “That since wars begin in the minds
of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of
peace must be constructed; that ignorance of each other’s
ways and lives has been a common cause, throughout the
history of mankind, of that suspicion and mistrust
between the peoples of the world through which their
differences have all too often broken into war”...

The greatest means at our disposal is education, and
I am using the term in its widest sense. There can be
no peace in a world of Inequality and of unequal oppor-
tunities and prejudices, whether of race, colour, religious
persuasion or ideology: I believe too that wide differences
in the provision of educational facilitles may well lead
to discontent and hence to disharmony and instability
in the world. For there can be no true peace in a world
In which one part is living in ignorance, in poverty and
stricken with disease, while the other part is living in
plenty, in comfort, utilizing all the amenities that modern
sclence has placed at man’s disposal.

All of human knowledge
is indivisible & universal

UT true knowledge is indivisible and universal and
B should remain so. For example, what does it matter

if we give credit for the discovery of the calculus
to Sir Isaac Newton or to Dr. Leibnitz? To my mind what
matters is the fact that a great and powerful tool has
been bequeathed to mankind. Surely a gas thermometer,
whether constructed in a well-equipped laboratory in the
jungle of Tropical Africa or constructed in a modern
laboratory in Europe or America is fundamentally the
same instrument, and If suitable correction factors are
avallable it can be used in Africa with the same preci-
sion as it can be used In Europe or America or Asia.

Agaln, it Is just over 60 years ago that the electron was
discovered in the famous Cavendish Laboratory of
Cambridge University by the eminent English scientist,
Professor J.J. Thompson. The follow-up work by ILord
Rutherford and others in the United Kingdom and
elsewhere In the next years led to the splitting of the
atom. No longer do elementary science teachers describe
the atom as the smallest, indivisible particle of matter.
The atom has been split and what a tremendous source
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of energy Is at man’s disposal? But what a pity that the
first use to which the knowledge was put was in war, and
that the common man first came to hear of the atom in
terms of the atom bomb. One is not so sure that modern
man is altogether fit to use the tools nature is revealing
to him, no doubt through his own inquiry. Nuclear
power is a challenge of our times.

I believe that UNEsco has a great réle to play in world
peace. I agree with the head of the delegation of the
United States of America that UneEsco Is the most
promising organization for world peace. I also agree with
the quotation of Tolstoy given us by the head of the
delegation of the Unlon of Soviet Sociallst Republlcs:
“preparation and arms for war are as bad as wars them-
selves”. -

In our shrinking world
we must unite or perish

the name and the cause of peace. One can only

hope that these beautiful words have been spoken
not merely from the lips but from the hearts, and that
all leaders everywhere will spare no energy or effort in the
pursuit of peace and harmony in the world. How many
of us can genuinely repeat the wise words of the great
Mahatma Gandhi: “I cannot derive any pleasure from
living in a world which is not united”? In UNEsco
we presume to be united. All our efforts should be
directed to strengthen that unity.

The chief weapon in the cause of peace is education
and the UNEsco provision for educational projects in the
underdeveloped countries is most gratefully appreclated
by the peoples of those countries; but the needs are so
great that the present efforts do not even scratch the
surface. The whole of UNEsco’s programme and budget
for 1961-1962 is just over $31 m. We have been told that
some countries spend many times that amount on their
national education and at least as much as that for aid
In the territories dependent on them. It is obvious that
the resources of UNEsco are at present very limited since
they depend almost entirely on contributions from
member states and associate members.

Most of the countries of Africa, especially Tropical
Africa, are In varlous stages of transition from. tradi-
tional economies based on subsistence agriculture. But
they are, by and large, the important suppliers of
primary products which serve the machines of the
Industrialized countries. Africa, for example, supplies
about 20% of the world’s output of copper and manga-
nese, about 25% of the world’s antimony, over 50% of
the world’s gold and cobalt and about 90% of the world’s
diamonds. Tropical Africa supplies over 60% of the
world’s cocoa and about 75% of the world’s vegetable
oil, principally palm oil and palm kernels.

The wheels of the world’s machines would turn rather
slowly if these primary products were not supplied by the
countries of Africa and Asia. We live in a world iIn
which the countries are interdependent: our world is
rapidly shrinking, in time if not in space. No one section
of the human race can now afford to be independent of
the others. We so much depend one on another that
unity Is necessary for our survival. *

WE have heard great and forceful words spoken in

This article is an abridged version of an address delivered by
Mr. F. 1. Ajumogobia, of the Nigerian Delegation, to the Unesco
General Conference on November 25, 1960.















THE CHANGING
FACE OF AFRICA

(Cont’d from page 17)

law, and, to be sure, their own representatives taking their
places In the world councils.

Political independence has changed the names of two
or three of these new countrles, but the countries them-
selves, thelr inhabitants, towns and villages did not
radicaily change overnight. Neither are their frontiers
entirely new. You'll find most of them in an old atlas.
Gabon, Congo, Nigerla, Senegal, Guinea, Togo and Came-
roun are certainly not newcomers. There are a few
unfamiliar names such as Central African Republic
(which means exactly what it says), Mall and Ghana,
both romantic sounding names recalling great African
kingdoms of the past (1).

If we look at the continent as a whole, we are struck
by the pattern of its various boundaries. They are not
without significance and many of them have a story
to tell. Some boundaries have, of course, evolved naturally.
The island of Madagascar Is an obvious example, and the
Repuﬁ)lic of Somalla with its homogeneous population is
another.

But many of the boundaries appear to have been
worked out arbitrarily with T-square and ruler as if some
statesman or military leader had tried to avoid complic-
atlons. The sharp geometrical boundaries of Kenya, Chad
and the Sudan are examples.

It may be some time yet before we know what shape
the boundaries of east Africa between the Zambezi and
Congo rivers will take in the atlases of the future, but,
on the west coast the less regular jigsaw shape of
boundaries testifies to a chequered history. The legacy
of anclent alllances, kingdoms, and the influence of
successive dominant peoples have all left their mark.

T}m results of this penetration into the Interior have

left their traces on boundary lines all along the coast.
From the Congo to Guinea, we find a dozen countries
lying side by side, each with its strip of coast, extending
inland to the humid forest, on to the shrub-covered
zrasslands and sometimes as far as the savannahs.

None of these countries on the Atlantic seaboard
stretches as far inland as the desert. There, the arid
Sudan region extends in a broad band from the Senegal
River all the way to the Nile. Shepherds and their flocks
have always moved freely through this part of Africa
as have the traders’ caravans and many civilizations of
the past. This is also true of Mauritania which lies
between Senegal and the Atlas mountains,

There are virtually no impassable natural barriers on
the African continent. With the exception of those
majestic eastern ranges which extend from the Abyssian
highlands down to the snowclad peaks of Kilmanjaro,
and those in the Sahara region, there are no mountains
which compare with Europe’s Alps or North America’s
Rockies. Africa’s mountains traditionally are neither
impassable barriers nor savage reglons held in dread by
a peaceful population. On the contrary, the mountains
of Kenya and Guinea provide good pasture lands, and
those of the Cameroun are covered with lush coffee
and banana plantations. If there are some highland
areas which are sparsely populated it is not because of
geography but the plague of the tsetse-fly.

Even the deserts of Africa have not always been
regarded as natural barriers. They have been used for
centuries as highways of commerce and communication.

Nor have the great virgin forests of tropical central
Africa completely cut off the north from the south.
Dense though they may be in certain regions, they
cannot be compared with the Impenetrable Amazon
jungle with which they are sometimes confused.

While the African continent has few natural barriers
which prohibit the movement of its population, it does
lack good, navigable waterways. Rivers are comparatively
few for such a large land mass. Whereas the Nile River
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played a distinct role in the development of a civilization,
not only along its banks but for half the ancient world,
as did the Euphrates River in Asla Minor, one cannot
say that the Zambezl, Congo or Niger Rivers were essen-
tlal factors in the rise of the civilizations of central Africa.

The old empires of Ghana, Mall and Gao which lay
astride the Senegal and Niger River valleys brought their
Sahel culture from the savannah. The most stable king-
doms of that era revolved around agricultural and
religious centres, seldom following the course of water-
ways. One might even conjecture that this lack of
natural water highways long hindered the bullding of
great states in Africa.

Road and rail networks will be among the most im-
portant developments in Africa’s future. It 1is fifty
years since the first man-made highways and rail lines
began to criss-cross the continent and they are continually
being expanded.

As for maritime transportation, tropical Africa owes
its great ports to external factors. Dakar, Abidjan, Lagos,
Leopoldville and Nairobi were developed to a great
extent by the world’s great merchant navies, industries
and more recently aviation. On the other hand, the-
great towns of the tropical region which are purely
African in origin grew up from regional market places,
often the site of huge fairs. They remain essentially
centres of agriculture and artisan trades. Ibadan is a
striking example.

I N addition to the geographic and political features of

Africa, we must not overlook the continent’s vast eco-
nomlic resources and its complex pattern of peoples, tribes
and languages. In the fleld of resources we are on more
familiar ground.

Everyone knows about the gold mines of South Africa
and the considerable amounts of this precious metal
found in all regions north of the equator. Congo’s copper
and uranium deposits are world famed. Diamonds bring
to mind Angola and Tanganyika ; iron-ore, Liberia, Mau-
ritania and Guinea. Both Guinea and the Cameroun also
have large deposits of bauxite, the raw material from
which aluminium is made.

There are the phosphates of Senegal, the palm and
peanut oils, and that appetizing favourite, cocoa, a source
of prosperity for African planters In Ghana and the
Ivory Coast. Add to these, coffee—pride of Ethiopia—and
the famed cattle herds of the Masai and Peuhls in
east and west Africa.

Most of us know about these African resources, but
this knowledge can also be a bit embarrassing. It concerns
a phantom Africa which we identify with the produce’
of its soil and the wealth of its mines. We never think
of the people of Europe, Asia or the Americas exclusively
in terms of their crops, mines and factories.

E ACH country has a special personality of its own,

shaped by its history, its role in world affairs and its
contribution to mankind. It is only now that we are
beginning to think of African nations in this same way.

Here is the very heart of the change which an inde-
pendent Africa iIs having and will continue to have on
the face of that continent. Until now we have tried to
study, explore and explain Africa from the outside.
Henceforth, we must see her with new eyes and listen
to her new voice. Africa will write her own history, will
produce her own philosophy, will interpret her religions
and will unravel the tangled skeins of her many
languages. As a part of the international community of
nations, she will make her contribution to the fields of
science, economics, politics and art. She is ceasing for
all time to be an object of curiosity, of pity, of greed, of
special interest. She will, herself, make known the great
vital forces and human qualities which will bring a
change and a new significance to the map of Africa.

(1) See The Unesco Courier, October 1959: Special issue on “Africa’s
Lost Past: The Startling Rediscovery of a Continent.”





















NEW SCHOOLS FOR AFRICA

(Cont’d from page 23)

The existing secondary schools would probably be
sufficlent to train suitable candidates needed for higher
education. But it is a mistake to regard secondary
education merely as as preparatory stage for college and
to assume that only as many students are needed as can
be absorbed by the universitles, medical schools and
technical institutes.

Secondary education must be conceived rather as a
type and level of education on Its own, even when it does
not necessarily lead to higher education. As African
leaders point out, it has an important part to play in
ralsing the cultural level of a nation as well as in promot-
ing economic, social and political development.

Secondary education is a necessary qualification for
those who hold many posts In trade and the civil service
and in the rural development programmes which are so
vital to Africa today. The need ls growing everywhere
for administrative and technical senlor officials, for
skilled and semi-skilled workers, but this need cannot be
met by the present rate of secondary school graduates.

Even more serious is the lag in technical education on
the secondary level. Ghana, for example, with more than
500,000 pupils at school In a population of five million,
has been unable thus far to set up and malintain a single
technical school. And this despite its many other second-
ary schools and shop tralning centres (llke those of the
Cocoa Board), despite its 500 students at Accra Unlvers-
ity and almost as many at the Kumasl School of Technol-
ogy and desplte its admirable school radio system.

It ts not difficult to discover the reasons for these
shortcomings. Few people believed that industrial deve-
lopment would take place so rapidly in the independent
African nations. Then too, it has always been easler to
find good forelgn teachers in languages, mathematics,
Latin grammar and similar subjects than in mechanlcs,
foundry techniques or electricity, industrial design or

applled sclence.
I material are arriving much faster than the
teachers. Already in general secondary as well as
in technical education, the lack of qualified teachers has
created an alarming situation. Teachers are needed by
the hundreds for science, mathematics, English, French
and, in such countries as Somalia, even Arabic. It is to
be hoped that all nations in a position to send teaching
staff abroad will heed the appeal for help that the
countries of Africa have made.

But in the long run, this help, however generous it may
be, will not be enough. So long as independent Africa
has to rely entirely, or just about, on outside ald, it will
not obtain the complete educational system it needs and
wants. At best this will only keep education at its
present level. Future bilateral or multilateral assistance
would best be devoted primarily to the training of African
secondary teachers for general and technical education.

In all of troplecal Africa there was only one training
college for technical and vocational teachers as of
January 1961. As to teachers of literature and sclence,
they must come from the universities, which are only
now beginning to provide the graduates needed for indus-
try, hospitals, the big plantations and the civil service.
Of the thousand students at the Ibadan university, 600
are studying science, medicine and economics; of the
remaining 400 there are many who will not become
teachers.

Machines arrive faster
than do the instructors

opay, the equipment, the machines and the

This is only one example but it Is typical of most of the
countries in Africa. It is therefore urgent that teacher
training be speeded up by every possible means if a very
serious crisls in secondary education, and in education at
all levels, is to be avoided.
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There was full awareness of this situation when the
Minlsters and Directors of Education of the countries of
Troplcal Africa met in Addis Ababa last February. They
made an urgent appeal to Unesco for help in the creation
and operation of regional teacher training institutlons,
chiefly for secondary schools.

Unesco has answered this appeal. Its programme for
1961-1962 provides for the creation in Tropical Africa of
two regional centres which wlll train educators for future
teacher-tralning colleges and also to carry out educa-
tional research.

Furthermore, through the United Natlons Special Fund,
UNEsco will be able to help in the development of second-
ary education. For example, in Nigeria it Is proposed
to set up a federal teacher-training college for secondary
schoolteachers, with the fund contributing $800,000 and
the Nigerlan Government $1,800,000.

Most people simply do not realize the scope of the
glgantic tasks confronting the countries of tropical
Africa. Many belleve that once the basic essentials are
achleved everything in the garden will be rosy—that
education will develop automatically and quickly with the
smoothness of a well-olled machine. The truth is that
most of the countries of Africa are golng to be at their
wit’s end to provide teachers for the thousands of schools
that need to be bullt.

Girls will go to school
when Dad is convinced

OoRrR can it be sald that the chlldren currently at
school are really receiving adequate primary
instruction. Attendance figures are somewhat
misleading. Out of a thousand puplls in a given town or
district, how many will actually complete their primary

schooling? Ilow many will give up after two or three
years In the lower classes?

Even for those who do go on until graduation, the use-
fulness of the education provided is often placed in doubt.
This Is partlcularly the case for girls. Relatively few
girls go to school—except in two or three countries, they
account for barely 30% of the attendance. This Is some-
times due to cultural, religious or traditional obstacles, but
is more often economic in origin. Parents see the mate-
rial advantages which education can bring to a hoy, who
can thus obtaln well-pald and soclally desirable jobs; but
they have no such hope regarding thelr daughters, and
besides there 1s useful work that they can be glven to do
at an early age.

Worse stil]l, some familles tend to feel that they are
making a useless sacrifice in sending thelr daughters to
school. What is the use, they say, of bookish knowledge
requiring four to six years of study at the age when young
African girls are preparing for marriage a few years off?
And what good will it do them later, they add, when they
do assume the tasks and responsibilities of womanhood?
If the education of girls Is to gain wide acceptance, parti-
cularly In farm areas, it must first prove its usefulness,
economlically and soclally. Once it is felt that because
they have gone to school women are better housckeepers,
better mothers, and even more prosperous shopkeepers,
then and only then will we see girls as numerous as their
brothers in the classroom.

No better investment than
money spent on education

NDEPENDENCE In Africa has seen the new countries

buckle down to the problems of education without

delay. The governments are perfectly aware that edu-
cation, in the present circumstances of their national life,
calls for the same effort and vigilance as social stability
and economic prosperity and they do not hesitate to say
so bluntly. It may be trite and hackneyed to say that the
future of each country depends on the education given
the younger generation, but in Africa today it is being
sald with firm insistence. It would indeed be a pity it
the states or organizations responsible for the ald offered
to these countries were to think of development only in
terms of industry, equipment and finance and were to
overlook the fact that there Is no better.investment than
expenditure on behalf of education.
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PITOA & ITS PEN-FRIENDS

Sir,

I was especially pleased to see the
article on “Pitoa pilot school in a
Cameroon village” in your Septem-
ber issue because I have always follow-
ed with interest the devoted efforts
of Roger Lagrave. You might like to
know that there is a booklet telling all
about the letters exchanged between
Lagrave’s pupils and those of other
French teachers. It is No 366 in the
“Bibliothéque de Travail” - Edition de
I’Ecole Moderne Frangaise; Techni-
que Freinet, and is entitled “L'Enfant
africain vu par l'enfant blanc” (The
African child as seen by the European
child.)

So the work you describe is not an
isolated case. Such exchanges often
take place (though perhaps with less
success) and are the fruit of the
“Ecole Moderne” methods. My own
class exchanged letters with a class in
Tunisia in 1954, in Casablanca iIn
1955 and with a class on Reunion
Island in the Indian Ocean. All these
exchanges were achieved—Ilike that of
Lagrave—under the aegis of the Frei-
net educational techniques (Ecole Mo-
derne) and we are convinced that if
such activities were generalized they
could do much to serve the cause of
peace and help to banish the affliction
called racism.

M. Nadeau

Azur, Landes, France

Sir,

I was happy to see Lagrave's work
in the Cameroons described in a fine
article. I hope it will be followed by
another explaining that this pen-friend
activity to bring better understanding
between peoples is not an isolated in-
cident, but is being repeated thousands
of times between regions and between
nations.

Thirty children from a school in
the Loiret Department came to live in
our village in Calvados and the peo-
ple here were delighted. We, in turn,
will go to visit them in the Loiret.
Links have been formed which I am
delighted to see maintained by my for-
mer pupils and among adults too.
This year our school was making con-
tacts with Egypt.

And so it goes on around the world
as people make use of the Freinet edu-
cational methods to build bonds of
friendship.

M. Baucé

Sept-Fréres, Calvados, France

Sir,

I read with much interest your
feature—remarkably well illustrated—
on the contacts between the Cameroons
school children and children in rural

France But it is a pity that you failed
to speak of the thousands of “Ecole
Moderne” classes which practise this
correspondence in France and else-
where in the world, thus working for
a better understanding and friendship
between peoples.
R. Rufet
Lochrist, Morbihan, France

Sir,

I was so deeply interested in the
article on the Pilot School in a Came-
roon Village. The exchange of let-
ters between the little African child
and the French boy and, in fact, the
whole article is not only delightful but
most interesting.

Elsie Smith Costello

Board of Christian Education
The United Presbyterian Church
in the U.S.A.

Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania

BELA BARTOK & FOLK MUSIC

Sir,

Today Béla Barték is universally
acknowledged as one of the greatest
men of our century. In his papers on
Folk tunes and Folk music he showed
the momentous importance of compa-
rative research work in this field,
especially in certain territories such as
Greece, Turkey and Central Asia.
He stressed the fact that this job must
be done with no delay, modern times
everywhere revolutionizing the way of
life of the peasants and thereby de-
stroying indigenous music. And, as
Barték said, once perished, this pre-
cious heritage of ours will be gone for-
ever, never to be retrieved. He realiz-
ed that only a powerful international
organization can carry through the
resoue work to be done on a large
scale.

May I suggest to you to dedicate
one of your next issues to this worthy
subject by publishing excerpts from
Barték’s and Kodaly’s writings (with
pictures!) and by stating UNESCO's
position in regard to the problems in
question and by reporting on its acti-
vities in this field.

W.A. Schocken
Tel Aviv, Israel

THE EQUALITY OF PEOPLES

Sir,

By your untiring and purposeful
work you contribute towards a matur-
ing of consciences which should bring
into being a universal humanism. I
am a coloured man and by this fact
I believe that the equality of peoples,
nations and races is not a “fiction”.
It is said that this equality is true
before God, and I say that if it does
not exist in fact it is because that
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Letters to the Editor

there are men who still believe in the
superiority and supremacy of certain
nations. [ think the author of *Plain
spohen or rose coloured” [a letter
published in the May 1960 issue] is
one of these people.

I believe that despite our great his-
torical leeway we shall never place
the Papuan tom-tom on the same level
as Mozart for the simple reason that
we are well able to distinguish bet-
ween different shades and values.

Frantz Chalonec
Fort-de-France, Martinique

MORE FOOD OR FEWER PEOPLE

Sir,

I was very pleased to read of the
great work of FAO in the world cam-
paign against hunger, in your Septem-
ber 1960 issue. [ look forward to
rcading more about this important
work in a future issue of Tur UNLsco
COURIER. I cannot agree with the
views expressed by your Amsterdam
correspondent in his letter, headed:
“Millions morec mouths 1o feed.”
Family planning is not the answer to
population difficultiecs.  People who
advocate it are surely going right
against the facts. The scientists who
are concerned with the actual work
of producing food and finding new
ways of increasing food supplics tell
us that the earth can supply plenty of
food for all. The real problem we
are facing in the world today is that
of distribution, not over-population.
A campaign (with all the money that
family planning advocates desire for
their purposes) to solve this problem
would be a far greater and more cons-
tructive contribution towards coping
with food difficulties than family
planning. After all, to usc a homely
example, if ten people need hats and
there are only eight hats available, the
common-sense solution is to get two
more hats from somewhere, not to
cut off two people’s heads !

T. McNicholas
Nazeing, Essex, England

PERILS OF THE TV VIEWER

Sir,
I should like to see in the columns
of Tue Un~esco CoUrICR a detailed

a_m'clc answering the following ques-
tions:

Is it harmful to watch TV broad-
casts?

How does television affect the ner-
vous system and the eyes of the view-
er?

If there are harmful effects from
television, how are they to be avoided?
S. Voroshilovskaya

Kishenev, USS.R.
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