































































































TAGORE IN SWITZERLAND

Sir,

I read with great pleasure your fine
issue on Rabindranath Tagore (Decem-
ber 1961). However, I was sorry that
no mention was made of Switzerland
among the reports of celebrations held
around the world to mark the 100th
anniversary of the poet’s birth.

Switzerland had a place in the life
of Tagore for it was here that he
met Romain Rolland in 1926 (he had
already visited Switzerland in 1921
and spoken in Geneva and Basel) and
our country thus had a reason to join
in celebrating the centenary. A
Tagore exhibition was held in May
1961 at the National Library in Ber-
ne, homage to him was paid by
Swiss radio stations and many arti-
cles appeared in the press.

We owed it to ourselves to comme-
morate the centenary of this great
citizen of the world and we did so,
perhaps more modestly than other
countries, but with equal fervour.

Eric Descceudres
Editor in Chief
“Coopération,” Basel

SOUTH AFRICA & THE BANTU

Sir,

1 have seen many articles on what is
being done for education in the North
African Black States but have looked
in vain for any article or photo-
graphs on what is being done in the
Republic of South Africa for the na-
tive Bantu. Separate development is
condemned in almost every country
in Europe and of course by the Afro-
Asian block, without any one of them
taking the least trouble to find out the
real state of affairs here. Is it not
your duty to enlighten them and so
establish a better relationship between
the South African Republic and the
rest of the world?

It is the money of the white tax-
payer of the Republic which has been,
and is being used in the building of
hospitals, churches, schools, universi-
ties, houses, and recreational centres
for the Bantu population, and now
has given them their own homelands.

There is a constant stream of for-
eign natives into the Republic be-
cause of better living conditions and
higher wages than in the neighbouring
states.

D. A. Jooste
Potchefstroom, S. Africa

TWO CITIES WITH A TALE

Sir,

The story of the rebirth of War-
saw which appeared in the Japanese
edition (May 1961) of The Unesco
Courier was most interesting.

Letters to the Editor

I am a citizen of Hiroshima
which, as is well known, was the
first city to be attacked by a nu-
clear weapon in the last war. I
was much impressed by the pictures
in your magazine which compared
Warsaw of 1945 with that of 1961.
Hiroshima too has recovered remark-
ably since the war. I hope the
world will learn how the atom-
stricken people have rebuilt their city
and how they enjoy their peaceful
life now. The same thing may be
said of the other old Japanese city of
Nagasaki whose people also experi-
enced the atomic tragedy. I wish THE
UNesco CourlieR would take up the
story of the two Japanese cities.

Go Kawaguchi
Hiroshima City, Japan

FROM NORTH OF THE BORDER

Sir,

Your article about Fridtjof Nansen
(November 1961) is prefaced by the
words “a man must and shall be
valiant, he must march forward and
quit himself like a man.”—Thomas
Carlyle. Carlyle was born in a village
near Dumfries in Scotland, called
Ecclefechan. He was a Scot and not
English as stated in the article. After
all, Nansen proudly remembered and
celebrated his nationality in the
wastes of the Arctic.

Gordon Murray
Glasgow, Scotland

THE PICASSO DEBATE

Sir,

Under the title of “Letters to the
Editor” in the last months I could
view unfolding a “silent” debate about
Picasso’s art. These letters urge me
to raise a question for the ardent de-
fenders and opponents of this critical
art: Is there an art Picasso’s at all?
It is abacking and astonishing of
course. But this feeling of astonishing
in the spectators is it equal to the
artistic effect? 1 can’t believe so.

What does Picasso want to express
to man—I think every artist wants to
say something for the spectators, the
world in general and in special, with
the characteristic language of his own
art—by these sometimes formules, de-
formed or distorted figures ?

Has Picasso visions? Maybe he is
suffering from some soul-sickness—in
this case I can understrand. One who
is suffering from serious soul or nerve
disease used to see the spherical forms
as angulars, the whites as blacks and
so on. If it were so I could under-
stand, but the ardent followers of the
Picasso’s line are protesting against
this.

Maybe there is a tendency to re-

lapse the spiritual claim of grown-up
men into the level of 3-4-year-old chil-
dren? The writer of this letter has
3 and 4-year-old children of his own
also and the creations of these young
men remind me of some of Picasso’s
pictures— excuse me, the great artist!
Against this are protesting the faithful
defenders of this “art.”

Maybe Picasso’s pictures and figures
are a glove into the face of little
bourgeoisie and snobs? But hélas!
What makes these nightmare matters
artistic creations? There is a debate
about this problem a couple of
decades already, but nobody could
say the truth... I should like to have
an answer besides “Mme. Camelin
likes” or ‘“Mr. Cherkosova dislikes”
Picasso.

Dr. Alexander Hegediis
Pecs, Hungary

A PLEA FOR SURVIVAL

Sir,

It has become almost laughable for
us to express our horror at the insane
manceuvres of our various heads of
government—in seeing these directed
towards an almost inevitable mass sui-
cide. Many have gathered to pro-
test..but their pleas have remained
inarticulate, for those to whom they
were addressed paid them no heed.
Agegressive policies continue.

Perhaps, as long as there are nation-
al orientations, each government
within its own specific rationale is
helpless to do otherwise. To them
the problem appears to be a choice
between Eastern and Western systems,
and fear, distrust and, ultimately,
hatred are the consequences. Never-
theless the people whom these
governments are supposed to repre-
sent see it as a problem primarily,
and most urgently, of survival.

They have not the vested interests
that would make intelligible to them
endless, meaningless hitches to agree-
ments among leaders. Thus what they
see is the insanity of a threat to hu-
man existence for the sake of ends
they don’t understand and benefits in
which they have no share. And there
is small consolation in knowing that
they are being killed by their own
radio-active fallout and not that of the
“opposite” side.

It seems pointless addressing our-
selves to or through our governments.
There remains only one way of mak-
ing ourselves effectively heard, and
that is by affirming our friendship
for all people who, similarly, have re-
mained politically mute but whose
plea, as ours, is for survival in a hate-
less, radiation-less world.

We address ourselves directly to
you.

Yeronica and Brian Malthy
Sydney, Australia
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