




















THE STEP TO MAN (Cont'd)

The cultural ‘shock-front’ of history

to fall again. Do we come out of the shelters at last, to
bury and clean up and rebuild, only to have the survivors
going underground again with a resurgence of nuclear
powers in another 20 years or so? And then again 20 years
after that? Or do we stay underground for a thousand
years and hope we will mysteriously have learned how to
solve the problem of our competing nuclear threats after
that time?

This is obviously not an alternative at all. It is nothing
but a refusal to face the necessity for agreeing eventually
on a method of international nuclear control, a refusal to
see that no postponement in the shelters offers anything
but greater danger and difficulty.

] have gone into these alternatives here, simply to explain
the basis of my conclusion that within a few years the
situation will be over. Either we will be finished—or half-
finished, trying to drag ourselves up agaim with none of the
problems solved—or we will have drawn back from the
precipice by actually bargaining or paying for nuclear
restraints, with even the most difficult nations, so as to
give us all a longer half-life.

But If in this short time ahead we can find a way to
reduce these crises and probabilities by, say, a factor of 10,
then we might begin to have 100 or 200 years to think how
to reduce them further. And then we might begin to have
a chance of lasting 2,000 years—or 20,000!—hopefully,
say, as long as agriculture has lasted! | can only conclude
that if we live, and if we work to live, we are even now
within sight of a plateau and even a falling-off in the dimen-
sion of terror. But time is running out, and it is the wisdom
and effort of men today, in this present generation, within
the very next few years, that will make this permanent
decision for us as to whether we live or die.

FINALLY, let us consider that other problem of
life and death, the population problem.

Julian Huxley once pointed out that the two major bio-
logical inventions in historic times have been the control
of germ diseases, and artificial contraceptives. They date
from the work of Pasteur and of Goodyear just a hundred
years ago. It is these inventions and their successors that
are mainly responsible for our present population explosion
—and for the hope of controlling it. They are the positive
and the negative feedbacks determining human numbers.

Today bacterial diseases are approaching extinction, and
virus diseases are coming under control. In the last
20 years, four of the last great killers, malaria, syphillis,
tuberculosis, and polio, have been essentially wiped out,
thanks to antibiotics and sulfa drugs and vaccines and DDT.
Cancer and circulatory diseases remain—and let no one
belittle them! But most of mankind has already acquired
toward disease the Pasteurian attitude, one that we might
keep for a thousand years or forever, the attitude that we
can do something about disease and need not remain its
helpless victims.

The trouble is that this has led to an exponential growth
of population that looks overwhelming unless something is
done about it. And once more we discover that this present
age is the time of the transitional crisis. It is said that
Palaeolithic man doubled his numbers every 30,000 years.
Today the world population doubles every 30 or 40 years—
roughly 1,000 times as fast.

This exponential growth is so steep that it cannot go on
for very long, on the scale of history. ' Today our population
is over 3,000 million. By the year 2000, with a 40-year
doubling time, it will be 6,000 million; by 2040, 12,000 million;
by 2080, 25,000 million; by 2120, 50,000 million. This is
almost 20 times our present numbers—a horrible prospect
—and close to the estimated limit of the earth’s food supply,

even at the starvation level. But if the food supply is twice
or four times as great, it is only a matter of another 40 or
80 years. The problem is in the exponential character of the
growth, not in any particular numbers we put in.

We see that within an uncertainly of 50 years or so, the
time before the population growth slows up or levels off
from starvation is only a couple of long life-times, a time
no greater than the age of the United States. In fact, the
famine is beginning already, with the population going up
and the amount of food per capita now dropping steadily
year after year in several countries.

If the world wanted to level off its population at some
less extreme density before reaching universal starvation,
say at a density of no more than twice our present numbers,
we see that it would have to get agreements and apply
effective methods of control almost immediately, for it
would have to produce a leveling-off in less than 40 years.
The surprising thing is that this may now be technically
possible, because of the rapid development of cheaper and
simpler methods of birth control, such as oral contraceptives
and intrauterine coils, in the last decade.

The problem is orders of magnitude easier than was
believed even five years ago. The setting of birth rates
and growth rates for a country is ceasing to be a matter of
individual expense and resistance and is becoming a
question rather of public policy and persuasion and effort.
It is becoming a matter for conscious decision rather than
collective drift. The wide-spread acceptance of this attitude
in all countries and all religions is another plateau-step that
may be taken in the very near future.

| have taken pains to enumerate these many areas where
our civilization is beginning to be “past the middle of the
S-curve,” just because it is not generally appreciated how
numerous and how central they are, or how convincing the
evidence is that there are limits in sight. | realize that pre-
diction is uncertain and that my conclusions are novel, but
| think they are at least as plausible as the uncritical
assumption that changes like those of the 20th century will
go on forever. Marvelous developments lie ahead, parti-
cularly in biology, but | do not think they will make as
radical a change in world society, as it is now being
restructured, as the changes of the last hundred years made
in 19th-century social systems.

If this is true, the present generation is the hinge of
history. It may be no accident that the approach to matura-
tion in different fields shows a concurrent pattern. Our new
developments in power and communication and contro! all
support each other. And they are supporting and being
supported by the simultaneous changes in economic and
social and international structure.

IT is those aspects of technological change that
have been pressing humanity so rapidly toward
becoming a closely interconnected species, a species in
full possession of the world and its abundance and with
an adequate capacity for control and survival, that are
reaching toward mature and stable forms in this genera-
tion. They are forms totally different from those of our
tribal warring past, but they might conceivably go on &s
long as the old forms did, for hundreds or thousands of
years into the future. What is happening is that we are
in the midst of being compelled to reorganize the internal
structure and powers of the race into a mature human
integration that could be called manhood.

As a result, | think we may be now in the time of most
rapid change in the whole evolution of the human race,
either past or to come. It is a kind of cultural "shock-front”,
like the shock-fronts that occur in aerodynamics when the
leading edge of an airplane wing moves faster than the
speed of sound and generates the sharp pressure wave

























































PRE-COLUMBIAN

AMERICA

by Henri Lehmann

ESS than a quarter of a

century has passed since
pre-Columbian sculpture, ceramics and
metal-work first appeared in art exhi-
bitions. Before being accepted as great
art, the works of the peoples who
lived on the American continent when
the Old World was unaware of its
existence were the subject of the most
outlandish judgements.

The reaction of an artist of such un-
disputed taste as Albrecht Direr to
the first examples of American work-
manship to reach Europe should
have revealed from the outset that
here was genuine art. In 1520 the
great German painter had the oppor-
tunity of seeing the gifts which the
Mexicans had sent by Cortez to the
Emperor Charles V. Filled with won-
der at the “subtle genius”, of the
inhabitants of the New World, he wrote
in his journal that never had he seen
anything so beautiful.

Among the first groups of Spaniards
to set foot in America, who alone had
the privilege of seeing the American
civilizations still unspoiled, there were
but few artists. Even so, some of the
Conquistadores  were  enlightened
enough to set other values on the
jewellery than the mere market price
of its gold. These men left chronicles
filled with admiration for the ornaments
of life in these American civilizations.
Bernal Diaz del Castillo gives an en-
thusiastic description of the town of
Tenochtitlan; in an inventory of the
“treasure” of the Queen Anacoana,
Petrus Martyr dwells on the beauty of
the carved wooden seats called
“*duho...”

Nevertheless, the artistic merit of
the objects brought back from Ame-
rica escaped most of those who saw
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them in the sixteenth century; people
were simply surprised by their exotic
character, till then unknown. These
articles were much sought after but
only in order that they might take their
place in collections of curios. Fashions
changed, and no more was heard of
pre-Columbian products.

The end of the 18th century brought
about a revival of interest in the an-
cient civilizations of America, now not
so much for their external forms as for
their content. The lead was given by
Alexander von Humboldt, scholar of
many parts, naturalist and ardent ex-
plorer. In the course of extensive tra-
vels in America, and notably in Mexico,
he saw sculptures, illuminated manus-
cripts, divers vestiges of a bygone age.
His scientific outlook impelled him to
make an analytical study of these re-
mains, and with his work began the
systematic examination of Mexican
manuscripts, and of the Aztec calendar
and symbolism. “Americanism” de-
veloped into a science whose disciples
became ever more numerous ...

Some specialists of this period
were interested in the religions, others
in the history, and others again in the
economic or social life of the conti-
nent. No one, however, was concern-
ed with its art; all seem to have been
quite indifferent to pre-Columbian aes-
thetics. This lack of understanding was
blatantly displayed at the first inter-
national congress of Americanists, held
at Nancy in 1875. The curator of the
American collections at the Anthropo-
logical Museum in St. Petersburg de-
clared:

“The monuments of American anti-
quity arriving in Europe will continue to
increase in numbers, but not in beauty.
We are even compelled to say that in
the matter of art and aesthetics it
appears that no antique civilization is
worse off than that of America; a
single glance at the collections in the
Louvre is sufficient to convince one of
this, and the St. Petersburg collection
only confirms the impression... This
absence of all plastic beauty in the
works of aboriginal American art is a
fact which may perhaps pass unnoticed
by ethnographers and archaeologists,
but which artists are coming to
deplore, and which, in the eyes of the

Article copyright © Reproduction prohibited

historian, is of supreme importance.
For, in point of fact, he may infer from
it that as the ancient Americans were
entirely lacking in a feeling for beauty,
so were they destitute of all moral
sense...” The curator concluded this
bitter attack with a merciless condem-
nation “Thus are these peoples (of an-
cient America) quite dead and buried;
they lacked all lofty and noble aspir-
ations and the sacred fire of great art
was unknown the them..."

In 1928 the Pavillon de Marsan, in
Paris, opened its doors to an exhibition
of “The Ancient Arts of America”, organ-
ised by Georges-Henri Riviére, in
collaboration with Alfred Métraux. [t
created such a stir that the Berlin
Academy of Fine Arts followed the
example given by Paris and four years
later presented a pre-Columbian exhi-
bition. As a result of these exhibitions
several important private collections
were started. The Second World War
interrupted the activity of initiates, but
in 1947, on the occasion of the first
international meeting of Americanists
since the war the Musée de 'Homme
in Paris exhibited its “Masterpieces of
Pre-Columbian America,” emphasizing
above all their aesthetic character.

The choice of the word “master-
pieces” was in itself an indication of
the ground covered since the first con-
gress. All the same, pre-Columbian
art had still not really come into its
own; it was described as a primitive
art, even when it was admitted to be
the product of “advanced” civiliza-
tions. The exhibition of 1947 only par-
tially succeeded in conquering these
prejudices. ..

How can we explain this prolong-
ed denial of a form of plastic expres-
sion which today arouses such enthu-
siam? It is probably to a compara-
tive study of this art and that of the
Old World that we must look for the
answer.

On either side of the Atlantic, peo-
ples which up to the 16th century had
had no contact with each other, invent-
ed and developed arts under such
different conditions and with intentions
so diametrically opposed that when
they came face to face, they were
unable to discover their own system of
values in the opposite camp. European
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GULF STREAM OF THE PACIFIC (cont'd)

The vagabond, bountiful stream

if we learn how to explain the behaviour of the Kuroshio,
we shall also learn how to predict it. As a consequence,
improved weather forecasting for the vast area influenced
by the Kuroshio and increased and predictable fishing
will become possible.

To ensure these benefits, complex studies of the Kuro-
shio will need to be made covering all the appropriate
fields of knowledge, including meteorology, marine bio-
logy and fisheries. Perhaps the greatest effort to be under-
taken by the participating countries lies in the field of
fisheries research. But marine geophysics and marine
geology will not be neglected in view of the increasing
importance of mineral resources from the ocean.

I have said that a current in the ocean means
“life”. This implies that some parts of the
ocean may be more productive than others, just as are
different kinds of soils on the continents. The southern
edge of the Kuroshio, for example, marks a distinct boun-
dary of a quite definite marine biological environment.
Numbers of commercially important species of fish, and
even whales, do not generally penetrate southward beyond
this boundary. Thus, this region of the Kuroshio offers local
fishermen a series of important fishing grounds which may
shift and change both in space and time.

To predict these changes careful studies will need to be
made of the influence of various environmental characteris-
tics on fish behaviour through the whole reproduction cycle.
Thorough knowledge of changes in all the elements of
what is known as “food chains” in the ocean is also
very important. A programme of such studies for the
Kuroshio region, if written out in detail, would probably
occupy a thick volume in itself.

We have swung from a very theoretical interest in the
co-operative study of the Kuroshio to a very practical
approach to it. Between these two there is an enormous
number of scientific problems awaiting solution. Why, for
example, does an area of cold water form now and again
south of Japan between the main stream of the Kuroshio
and the coast and remain there for long periods, affecting
weather and fishing? Why does the Kuroshio penetrate the
East China Sea instead of following the Ryuku Islands chain
on their oceanward side? Why does the Kuroshio leave the
Japanese coast at approximately 35oN instead of following
it farther north?

Countless “whys”™ come to a scientist's mind when he
approaches a natural phenomenon of such magnitude as
the Kuroshio and, as his study proceeds, for every question
answered, ten new ones might appear.

Scientists look with expectation to the results which the
co-operative study of the Kuroshio will bring. New know-
ledge is always exciting although perhaps quite a number
of years will pass before something really spectacular from
the layman’s point of view will occur, either in terms of
scientific discovery or in terms of the application of this
new knowledge.

In this sense, the co-operative study of the Kuroshio
and the results which are expected have nothing in common
with those spectacular quasi-scientific projects reaching
us from the domain of science fiction where high oceanic
dams are built and warm waters of oceanic currents are
deflected to warm up countries suffering from the cold,
or to melt Arctic ice. It will be laborious work with slow

but sure progress—a constant search for answers which
modern man dares to ask from nature.

International oceanographic expeditions have become a
reality of our time since the International Geophysical Year
(1957-1958). It would perhaps be of interest to say a few
words as to how these expeditions are now being
organized.

Although the centre of the day-to-day co-ordinating
activities i located in the secretariat of the Intergovern-
mental Oceanographic Commission in Unesco’s headquar-
ters, the soul and spirit of such an expedition is the inter-
national co-ordinator appointed by the commission. He
must keep in constant touch with national co-ordinators of
participating countries and initiate important measures to
improve communications and the exchange of data and
information. He also serves as chairman of the international
co-ordination group which is the major planning mechanism
of an expedition.

Nor should one forget the data exchange system which
is a very essential element of the whole expedition and
which, in the case of the Kuroshio study, comprises not only
two World Data Centres (in Moscow and Washington)
but also a special Kuroshio Data Centre which has recently
been created in Japan.

The new international expedition has as its major

elements

‘M overall coverage of the whole vast system of the
Kuroshio by scientific observations from ships and shore
stations in different seasons,

W continuous or regular (and frequent) observations in
selected areas representative in certain ways of the whole
system.

While the first approach will provide scientists with a
sort of “photographic picture” of the current, the second
will ensure liaison between successive “snapshots” and,
still more important, will enable scientists to study the
variability of the Kuroshio. When you realize that the
Kuroshio system spreads for thousands of kilometres, it is
easy to understand that, for a programme based upon the
above principles, many ships and many more scientists are
required. This explains the need for international co-opera-
tion, for bringing together ships, scientists and experience.
Therefore, an international expedition is really the only
solution to this problem.

E IGHT years have passed since the International
Geophysical Year, and this year | was again
aboard a research vessel in the area where, in 1957,
“Vityaz" made its observations. This time the vessel was
“Atlantis [I” of Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (USA)
—one of the participants in the co-operative study of the
Kuroshio. Scientists aboard were aware of the work which
had been done there before by ships of other nations and
therefore the planning of new work proceeded on the basis
of knowledge already available. New instruments were
going down into the cobalt depths of the ocean, and from
these observations a new pattern was already emerging,
embodying in a single, coherent system the valuable infor-
mation obtained from earlier research.

Aboard “Atlantis II", and no doubt also aboard many
vessels heading towards the open sea these days, there
was a feeling that the science of oceanography has
finally become truly international.
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THE STEP TO MAN (Cont’d)

A new knowledge and new biology

The world has now become too dangerous for anything
less than Utopia.

Will it all be static in this strange new world of the
steady state? The answer is no, nothing will be static.
What will begin to be steady is our acceptance of these
new ways of creative leisure and interaction as being the
most interesting and most satisfying ways of life. But all
our indices of flow, production, commerce, communication,
will be up from what they are now. The marvelous
accomplishments of a mature and integrated society will
be just beginning. And two fields, scientific knowledge and
biological technology, will surely go on changing and
developing indefinitely.

| see no end to the increase of knowledge. When scien-
tific research has as many men and as much money every
year as society can afford, it will be adding even more
rapidly than now to our knowledge of nature and to the
ease with which we can control nature. And this world of
nature is infinite to us, for it includes the human brain
itself. After all the myriad galaxies of the astronomers are
charted as well as we want to chart them, we will still go
on studying the multimyriad complexities of the brain that
has measured them.

OUR knowledge of nature will surely be used
increasingly for the improvement and variation
of our biological apparatus for living. If we can actually
set up a social structure that will enable us to live together
without killing ourselves, for a thousand years or a million
years—a time as long as the time since man began—it
will begin to give us the time we need to understand and
develop our full biological potentialities.

Things we now cut out of the human body by surgery—
the appendix, the tonsils—can they be eliminated from the
hereditary genes instead? Our eyes and ears that give out
when we are old, our hearts and arteries—why not make
them better biologically from the beginning rather than by
doctoring after they begin to fail? We begin to see the
possibility of reshaping the human organism, as we have
been reshaping plant and animal organisms now for many
years, into a new form or into many new forms that will
begin to show the full potentialities of protoplasm and the
creative brain.

In such a time, man will cease to be at the mercy of the
evolutionary accidents that made his frame and his society
—just as he has ceased to be at the mercy of the biclogical
accidents that made his diseases. it will be a time when
man can begin to plan what he wants man to be, as each
individual makes his personal plans today—a time when
accident and drift will finally begin to be replaced by
conscious human values and decisions.

The accelerating powers and dangers and hammer-blow
stresses of these days make us anxious and afraid. But
| think it is clear that if we survive this shock-front, this
roaring waterfall of change, we could be within sight of
what Churchill once called the “sunlit uplands”.

Various metaphors could be used to describe the situa-
tion. In many ways, it is like a child learning to ride a
bicycle. There you were, up until that day, riding on the
three-wheeler where you couldn’t hurt yourself very much.
But then you get the two-wheeler, and it seems terribly
scary, and perhaps you fall and skin a knee or an elbow.
But you get up again, and your father holds the handlebars,
running along beside you, and suddenly you are riding
alone.

At one instant you are incompetent, falling to one side
or the other and steering wrong, and the next instant it
comes right and you are in control, safe and balanced not
because you are fearful and slow but because you are
going faster than ever. Wobbling and weaving but neverthe-

less choosing your own path and balancing safely at every
turn. So, | think, in 30 or 40 years, if we survive, the human
race will come through this time of wobbling conflict and
uncertainly and falling, and will suddenly be riding in its
own chosen direction, free, as only a co-ordinated and
confident organism can be.

To say it another way, it is like the time of adolescence,
when the teenager suddenly changes, with some thrashing
about, from the dependent child to the independent man.
Or it is like the moment of birth, full of pain and danger as
the baby in the womb is suddenly pushed through into a
new life where he must breathe alone and learn to walk and
talk and think. Or it is like the moment of metamorphosis
of the insect, when there is an incomprehensible swelling
and dizzy changes of shape and desire in the tight cocoon,
until suddenly it bursts open at the end of its own sharp
S-curve, its own era of change, to reveal an unimagined
transformation to a new free winged life.

This is the meaning of the leveling off of our S-curves.
We are now nearing the end of the era of change. We
have been isolated human beings, selfish, combative, igno-
rant, helpless. But now for several hundred years the great
evolutionary hormones of knowledge and technology have
been pressing us, almost without our understanding it, into
power and prosperity and communication and interaction,
and into increasing tolerance and vision and choice and
planning—pressing us, whether we like it or not, into a
single co-ordinated humankind.

The scattered and competing parts are being bound
together. Everywhere now we begin to see men and
nations beginning the deliberate design of development
with a growing confidence in the choice and creation of
their own future. The exponential changes have burst apart
our ancient attitudes and structures, and our failure to
adjust to this may yet kill us, but if we are wise and
energetic and understand our own nature and purposes
well enough to restructure and control these dangers,
mankind may emerge very quickly into co-ordinated forms
such as it has never known before. Our drastic changes
will not go on forever. They are converging to a limit.
It was implicit in the biological material all along, as surely
as the butterfly is implicit in the caterpillar. We have been
men. We are emerging into Man.

YET no analogy, not even that of metamorpho-
sis, quite captures the suddenness and radi-
calness, the really complete restructuring, of the transfor-
mation ahead. If the 2,000 million years of life are repre-
sented by the 200-foot height of, say, the Rockefeller
Chapel at Chicago, the million years of man make a 1-inch
block on top of the chapel. The 20,000 years of agricul-
ture make a thick postage stamp on top of that, and the
400 years of science make the ink on top of the postage
stamp.

Now, suddenly, we see what all this has been building up
to; and it is about to come within a single generation or
two— that is, in the thickness of the film of moisture on top
of the ink on the postage stamp. In that short time we
will move, if we survive the strain, to a wealthy and powerful
and co-ordinated world society reaching across the solar
system, a society that might find out how to keep itself
alive and evolving for thousands or millions or billions of
years, a time as long as all of evolution past. It is a tre-
mendous prospect.

Hardly anyone has seen the enormous sweep and
restructuring and unity and future of it except perhaps
dreamers like H. G. Wells or Teilhard de Chardin. It is a
quantum jump. lt is a new state of matter. The act of saving
ourselves, if it succeeds, will make us participants in the
most incredible event in evolution. It is the step to Man.



Letters to the Editor

LEFT HAND, RIGHT HAND

Sir,

In your issue of March 1965 on
page 19 you state, regarding Leonardo
da Vinci: “the inventor took precau-
tion to write his scientific notes so
that they could only be deciphered
when reflected in a mirror.” May |
point to the fact that Leonardo’s so-
called “mirror-writing” was scarcely
a “precaution”. He wrote everything
in this way but simply due to the fact
that he was left-handed. And for a
left-handed person writing from right
to left is much easier than our normal
direction.

In the drawing on the same page
it is clearly to be seen that the
hatching in his sketches is equally in
the opposite direction to what a right-
handed person would have done:
Leonardo hatches from top left to
down-right.

H. Friedlaender
lerusalem, lsrael

RACIALISM ISSUE

... Your issue on race and racialism
(April 1965) ranks with those on the
cost of world armaments, on human
rights and on illiteracy, among many
others, as an important contribution
towards real peace and better inter-
national understanding. With this issue
the Courier attained even higher
standards by drawing attention to an
anachronistic and immoral situation
that exists in the mid-20th century.

Aureliano Veloso
Porto, Portugal

...One is forced to agree with the
economic measures recommended by
the General Assembly and the U.N.
group of specialists, for what | would
call “an economic blockade with huma-
nitarian aims.” But should not South
Africa also be isolated politically? The
African countries, which are directly
concerned with and deeply conscious
of the problem of freeing their “racial
brothers™, realized this when they
met at the Conference of Heads of
State at Addis Ababa in 1963. Other
countries, having approved the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights,
should follow this example, and sever
diplomatic relations with the South
African Government.

Gilbert Renard
Brussels, Belgium

... Bravo!l to the Courier for dealing
with a problem as topical as this and
for exposing a serious violation of
human rights.

- D.D. Krivorucho
Lomas de Zamora
Argentina

..1 deplore much of the present
South African Government’s racial
policies, but | believe in being truthful,
and both the picture and caption on
page 29 of the April issue appear to
give a totally misleading and false
impression. In the first place the pic-
ture shows a building remarkably like
the Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital in

Welkom, 200 miles from Johannesburg.
Secondly, | have seen similar groups
of Africans as they appear after having
just arrived by plane (as many do
from the neighbouring northern coun-
tries) to work on contract in the gold
mines where they receive training and
care superior to anything provided in
the purely industrial areas of Johannes-
burg.  Furthermore these men both
in the mines and in industry do have
a choice of work although this is
somewhat limited.

The Ernest Oppenheimer Hospital is
the largest native industrial hospital
in South Africa and was opened in
1952 to serve the native employees
of five mines in the Welkom, Orange
Free State area. It has 800 beds and
is staffed, equipped and operated at
a very high standard indeed.

N.V. Baldwin
Ringwood, England

...No one who reasons intelligently
can accept the idea of white racial
supremacy... all men have the rnght
to live in full independence, free of
all tutelage, free to develop the re-
sources of their soil, free, above all,
to educate themselves.

F. Brunet
Grenoble, France

UNITED RELIGIONS
ORGANIZATION

In a world slowly growing to unity
there is not only a want of co-
operation of peoples (international
solidanty) but also a want of co-
operation of religions (interreligious
solidarity).

Next to the United Nations where
international  deliberation on the
highest level has been taking place for
the past 20 years it seems to me it
would be useful to found a United Re-
ligions Organization (U.R.O.) consist-
ing of representatives chosen by the
great world religions for interreligious
deliberation on the highest level.

H. Spitzen
The Hague, Netherlands

DESTRUCTIVE PLAYTHINGS

Sir,

Women in Australia are concerned
at the prevalence of war and horror
toys for children. Protests by our
organization forced a large chain store
to withdraw its nation-wide window
display of Jungle warfare toys. A
member of parliament protested to the
government about a T.V. advertise-
ment of playthings featuring horror and
violence and had this particular adver-
tisement withdrawn. A Committee For
Creative Toys has been formed in
Sydney to inspect toys and to advise
and encourage shops to stock
constructive instead of destructive
toys.

We have heard that, women in Eng-
land, United States, France and some
Scandanavian countries are also
worried by the toys being offered to
children. Therefore we feel that the
matter of children's toys is now an

international one and that toys which
condition children's minds to accept
war and violence as an inevitable and
even desirable part of life are a viola-
tion of Principle 10 of the U.N. Decla-
ration of the Rights of the Child.

We would like the Unesco Courier
to investigate children's playthings
throughout the world and show which
will distort a child’s mind and which
will prepare him to live in friendship
with his fellow men. We also think
that governments should be known
according to the training they give the
future citizens of the world.

Freda Brown

National Secretary

Union of Australian Women
Sydney, New South Wales

HUNGER FOR KNOWLEDGE

Sir,

| enclose 180 Viet-Nam piastres for
a subscription to the Courier. I'll let
you in on a secret—| had to go
without breakfast for more than a
month to save this small sum. If there
should be any money left over, please
send me an interesting booklet on

science.
Hé Binh-An
Saigon, Republic of Viet-Nam

COURIER IN CURACO

Sir,

It is my intention in co-operation
with a few journalist friends, to pre-
pare a booklet, chiefly containing
translations in Papiamento, our local
language, of articles which appeared
in the July-August edition of the Cou-
rier on youth. Our idea is to circulate
this booklet in our island at this very
appropriate time in a large quantity,
say 20 to 30 thousand copies for a
total population of about 135 000.

Hector G. Suares
Curagao, Netherlands Antilles

LITTLE-KNOWN PEOPLES

Sir,

We are already well-enough informed
about Italian, French, Greek and English
cultures, and those of the other “big
nations”. We learned about them at
schoo! and university and now hear
about them from the cinema and on
radio and television. But what is
known about the cultures of the Tur-
kish or Ugro Finnish populations of
the Soviet Union: the Tatar, Bashkir,
Uzbek, Kazakh, Kirghis, Turkmen, Azer-
baijan, Kumyk, Chuvash, Mari, Mordo-
vian and Udmurt peoples, to name
only some? Almost nothing, | am sure.

| should like to read more in your
magazine about “unknown” peoples
such as the Indians of North America,
the forgotten peoples of South Ame-
rica, the Kurds and the Berbers, and
the Pushtu of Pakistan. | should also
like the world to become familiar with
my own country and with its culture,
past and present.

Nourihan Fattah
Kazan, U.S.S.R-
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