
















































































than that familiar to them in daily life. By
requesting them to show their ideal of family life,
we hoped to gain an understanding of the ties
binding the foreigners’ children to the land and
culture of their parents.

Confronted with real-life problems,
individuals often seek to escape into an imaginary
never-neverland. In the case of adult immigrants
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Paula Li's drawing
(see article).
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(and foreigners in general), this usually takes the
form of the country they have left behind, seen
in an idealized light. The same holds true of inter-
personal ties. There is a tendency to romanticize
the way things were before the old country was
left behind.

What we learned from the children, however,
was that, regardless of their place of origin, they
shared a common dream of a luxurious and exotic
retreat in which they could live like millionaires
on a permanent holiday close to nature. In their
ideas of happiness and their aspirations to greater
well-being and comfort, they all looked to similar
models, drawn in large part from the media.

Two drawings were especially revealing.
Paula Li showed her family in a huge, luxurious
mansion. While she played with her little sister,
her mother read and sunbathed by the swimming-
pool, her brother swam, and her father lay on
an inflatable mattress with a drink by his side.
Perhaps this vision of comfort and luxury was
shared by her parents, who both worked hard
and lived in confined surroundings.

A girl called Néryal was less specific. In her
drawing, the tip of a palm-tree sufficed to indi-
cate that the scene lay somewhere far away, in
a tourist-brochure version of the tropics. But
there was nothing ambiguous about the way in
which she portrayed her family. Her sister dis-
appeared entirely and Néryal, easily recognizable
by her spectacles, appeared as an only child. Even
more striking were the changes made to her
family, in real life extremely conservative in their
dress and style. She removed her father’s
moustache and depicted him in tie and shorts, a
symbolic image of the ideal father on the perfect
holiday. The woman with him looked totally
different from Néryal’s own mother, indicating

how feminine role-models can change in the
course of long-term social displacement.

It would be wrong to conclude that the chil-
dren had no interests or values in life other than
material comfort. Paula Li was one of the most
promising pupils in the class, and also, as we have
seen, one of the most popular. Néryal was a hard
worker who had made steady progress and she
talked of joining the medical charity Médecins
sans Frontiéres. (“I want to help poor people. .
.. Thousands of people are dying of hunger, and -
I want to stop them from dying that way.”)

Despite the fact that they had grown up in
a district where the foreign population was large
and mixed,
imbibed the same values and role-models as
French children from the same background: they
did not consider themselves as foreign, or even
different. And their ambitions were centred on
the land where they now lived. Some of them
—_ obviously could expect to encounter difficulties
in the course of their school careers, but they
would be the same as those confronting their
French counterparts.

More important than ethnic origin, the
lifestyle and academic level of the children’s
parents, on the other hand, did appear to have
had a real influence on how well each was doing
at school. The children’s own level of curiosity
and interest had also to be taken into account,
as did the amount of family support from which

they had benefited.

THE SCHOOL ‘AS A PLACE
OF SOCIALIZATION

In France, the school provides all children with
a set of models and norms that contribute to the
socialization process and help new generations to
learn to live in society. For children whose
parents are French, the values expressed are
largely those encountered within the family,
although there may be some divergences in
different social classes from what is taught at
school.

In the case of foreign children, the role of the
school is even more crucial. It is there that they
learn the language and become familiar with rou-
tines and habits that form a kind of cultural
imprint, affecting such matters as rules of polite-
ness, table manners, and the organization of time.
School also provides a setting outside the family
circle in which they can meet other local people,
both children and adults, French and foreign- -
born. It is a place where the pupils can establish
social relationships of their own.

It is largely because they have spent so many
years at school that these children can succeed,
without too many shocks, in crossing the cultural
divide and participating in the social life of the
land in which they live. In many European coun-
tries, this new generation of under-twelves is
laying the foundations of the multicultural
society of the 1990s. u

all the children in the class had -






























reason why rural working children are es-
pecially likely to be unschooled and il-
literate. The protection their families can
provide is strictly limited.

With the modernization of agricul-
tural technology, even children working
on family farms are now exposed to dan-
gerous machinery and chemicals
unknown only a few years ago. Controls
on hazardous insecticides and herbicides
are generally weak, and as a rule neither
children nor their families are taught how
to handle safely even the most widely-
used machinery and products. In many
countries there is growing concern about
the accident rate among child agricultur-
al workers.

It is worth noting that rates of child
mortality, illness, malnutrition, disabili-
ty and illiteracy are almost everywhere
substantially higher in rural than in ur-
ban areas. Many of the exploited children
found in the cities have fled there from
the countryside or been sent there be-
cause the situation was desperate at home.

In the coming years rural children
will come under greater pressure because
of the rapid restructuring of world
agriculture. Many will end up vulnerable
to exploitation, whether in impoverished
rural communities or in the overbur-
dened cities to which they migrate. The
pawns of social forces that they cannot
control and do not understand, these chil-
dren have few options. They constitute
a young and vulnerable workforce for the
two other problem areas.

M The informal sector
The term “informal sector” is generally
used to designate relatively small un-
registered enterprises which typically are
exempted from, or not covered by, regu-
lations governing larger businesses.
Although it exists everywhere, the infor-
mal sector is particularly large and
vigorous in urban areas. Its vitality has
only recently been recognized, and in
many countries today it is expanding
rapidly, sometimes with government en-
couragement. In some industrialized
countries and in most developing nations
the informal sector is a major engine of
growth and accounts for as much as a
third or more of all economic activity.
Fed by migration from the country-
side and the increasing decentralization of

38 production, it is already the fastest-

growing area of child labour employ-
ment. By the beginning of the next cen-
tury it could well overtake agriculture as
the principal area of child labour. In most
cities it already encompasses the vast
majority of children who work outside
the home to earn a little money or their
keep.

Children often participate in the in-
formal sector as employees of enterprises
such as brickmaking, construction, han-
dicrafts and food services. Some of these
occupations are among the most danger-
ous in which children are engaged, and
many of the cruellest child labour abuses
that have been documented are in this
sector.

Children working in brickyards car-
ry heavy loads that can leave them
weakened, injured or deformed. In carpet-
weaving workshops they can ruin their
eyesight and damage their limbs and
backs. Young pencil-makers, who
manufacture pencils other children use at
school, breathe in hazardous slate dust
that can condemn them to early disabili-
ty and death from lung disease. Many
similar examples could be cited, all of
which have long been recognized and
condemned.

These situations still persist, for one
thing because many countries exempt
small and family-run businesses from the
provisions of their child-labour laws,
despite the fact that most employed chil-
dren work in businesses of this kind.
Another problem is that labour enforce-
ment systems are overstretched and can
barely even meet their commitments in
the formal sector.

Some city children work on their
own account. Most of them practice
street trades such as hawking, shining
shoes, washing cars, even prostitution.
Numerous countries and cities have laws
prohibiting their activities, but they have
proved difficult to enforce, and their wis-
dom is in any case doubtful. Labour in-
spection is an impractical approach to this
sort of work, and other means are re-
quired to protect these children from the
violence, exploitation and abuse they fre-
quently encounter.

W Domestic servitude

Youngsters working as domestic servants
may be the most exploited of all, and the
most difficult to protect, particularly if

they live in the homes of their employ-
ers. Their numbers are thought to be
huge, particularly in Africa, Asia and La-
tin America, but it has proved virtually
impossible to count them. The vast
majority are girls, frequently pre-
adolescents, who live with and are utter-
ly dependent on their employers. Inves-
tigators believe that the number of
children in domestic service is growing
in some regions, in response to increas-
ingly desperate poverty and the unwill-
ingness of adult women to do this work
in such bad conditions.

Sometimes children are placed by im-
poverished parents with relatives or ac-
quaintances on the understanding that the
latter will support and educate the child
in return for its labour. In other cases the
child is hired out for wages, typically paid
largely or even entirely to the parents.
Some parents simply sell their children
into bondage for cash.

When such a sale is to an agent rather
than directly to the final employer, par-
ents and child may lose contact perma-
nently. Some children are unwittingly
sold in this way into forced prostitution.

It is possible that many child domes-
tic workers are reasonably well treated by
their employers. Even so, they are utterly
at the latters’ mercy, and therefore high-
ly vulnerable to abuse. Typically they are
expected to work long hours, often with
no regular days off. Even though most
work in relatively well-to-do homes,
many are malnourished. They are not al-
lowed to eat the family food even when
they cook it, and are provided with
neither room nor bed, commonly sleep-
ing on the kitchen floor.

Sexual abuse by members of the
household is said to be common, and var-
lous investigators also suspect a high in-
cidence of physical abuse. It is doubtful
whether many of these children of school
age are permitted to attend educational
institutions on a regular basis.

Domestic servants are vulnerable in
many ways. They are open to abuse be-
cause of their age, their sex, their confine-
ment, their invisibility to the outside
world, their total dependence on their
employers, and often their lack of
familiarity with the world beyond the
doorstep. n
Source: Still so far to go: Child labour in the world

today, International Labour Organisation, Geneva,
1989.
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HEEN

A day for the African child
As a mark of their concern for
their youngest and most
vulnerable citizens, the leaders
of the 51 Member States of
the Organization of African
Unity (OAU) have declared 16
June the “Day of the African
Child”. The OAU wants to-
ensure that war, economic
recession, drought and the
AIDS tragedy do not deprive
African children of the
possibility of a hopeful future.
The date was chosen in
memory of the children
massacred at Soweto in June
1976.
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Kites for peace

On 13 October 1991,
thousands of kites will rise
into the sky above Moscow,
Beijing, Sydney, Berlin, Paris,
Bombay and other cities to
proclaim the need for a world
free of conflict. The 6th One
Sky, One World Kite Festival
for World Peace and
Friendship will bring a
message of peace and
international goodwill to every
continent. Started in Colorado
(U.S.A) in 1986, the festival
has become an annual event
that last year attracted more
than 200,000 spectators and
participants in 23 countries.

HEEN

A small world of music
From 21 to 29 August, the
8th annual Orchestrades
Européennes welcomed 30
musical groups from 15
countries to the French town
of Brives. Nine hundred music
students came together to
practice their skills and extend
their experience in workshops,
rehearsals, open-air
performances and concerts.
This year as previously, the
highlight was the performance
of a new work specially
commissioned for the festival
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and given its premiére in a
spectacular final concert
conducted by its composer,

Gérard Calvi.
i
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Fair copies

The Vatican Library has given
UNESCO a facsimile of the
manuscript of Dante’s Divine
Comedy, illustrated by
Botticelli between 1490 and
1497. To mark the occasion,
UNESCQO'’s own library staged
an exhibition entitled “‘Great
Facsimiles from the Vatican”,
featuring reproductions of
some of the Vatican’s rarest
and most beautiful works. The
facsimiles were produced in
the 1980s to enable the
public to discover
masterpieces that were
inaccessible because of their
fragility >

HEEN

Conserving biological
diversity

At the invitation of the United
Nations, representatives of
more than 100 countries met
in Madrid in June to discuss
the terms of an international
convention for the protection
of biological diversity. The
Convention, which has been in
preparation since 1988, may
be signed at the International
Conference on Environment
and Development which wiil
be held in Rio de Janeiro in
1992. According to the
experts who met in Madrid,
40,000 species are
disappearing annually around
the world, disturbing the
balance of nature. it is often
pointed out that the extinction
of a single insect or micro-
organism could lead to the
destruction of a crop that
would have been beneficial to
humankind.

| N W
Intelligent cars
No, it's not science fiction—in
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the U.S.A. some cars are
already equipped with radar
equipment that provides them
with intelligence of a sort. The
device warns the driver when
other vehicles approach
dangerously close. The next
step will be to add
electronically-operated brakes
that will automatically slow the
car down and reduce the risk
of an accident.
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A survival from

the Stone Age

Prehistoric paintings have
been found in a cave in the
Alava region of Spain. The
news was kept secret until a
few months ago, to allow
experts to check the
authenticity of the works. in
all there are 75 rock
paintings, including images of
animals, handprints and other,
probably symbolic designs.
The specialists describe the
find as a Stone Age sanctuary,
about 13,000 years old.

EENR

The ocean thermostat

A study undertaken in the
U.S.A. over the past few years
by California State University
and the Scripps Institution of
Oceanography suggests that
the Earth may have a natural
thermostat that prevents the
surface temperature of the
oceans from exceeding 31°C
at any point. When the
temperature rises to 27°C,
intense evaporation causes
the formation of clouds which
act as a kind of mirror,
reflecting the Sun'’s rays and
thus reducing the amount of
heat reaching the surface of
the planet.

To what extent may this
automatic regulatory system
protect us from global
warming produced by the
greenhouse effect?
Unfortunately, the interplay of
the forces which maintain
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global equilibrium is so
complex and delicate that

it is by no means certain that
the mechanism will always
work as well as the theory
suggests.
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Child health targets for
the next decade

In the Middle East and North
Africa, the target of 80 per
cent immunization coverage of
the child population, fixed by
UNICEF for 1990, has been
achieved. The figure for
sub-Saharan Africa has risen
from 58 to 75 per cent,
despite civil wars in the
region. Objectives for the year
2000 set by the first World
Summit Conference for
Children, held at UN
headquarters in New York on
29 and 30 September 1990,
now seem attainable. They
include the global eradication
of poliomyelitis, the
elimination of neonatal
tetanus (by 1995), a 90 per
cent reduction in measles
cases and the maintenance
of a high level of
immunization coverage (at
least 90% of children under
one year of age).

EENR

The protection of
copyright

The 1st Ibero-American
Congress on Intellectual
Property will take place in
Madrid from 28 to 31
October, under the
sponsorship of the Spanish
Ministry of Culture in
collaboration with the World
Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPQ). Spanish
and Latin-American specialists
will debate such subjects as
the protection of computer
software, authors’ control over
the uses to which their works
are put, and the role of the
State in protecting intellectual
property.
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