





























































































































HUMAN RIGHTS ARE
UNIVERSAL

UMAN rights have established themselves as the eth-

ical foundation of an emergent world civilization. I

should like to underline the role played by the United
Nations system in this process, from its initiation to current
efforts to promote preventive measures of all kinds.

Yet so much more remains for all of us to do. The recent
relaxation of ideological tensions within the world commu-
nity aroused great expectations for the wider observance of
human rights. However, the hatreds and brutal conflicts that have
erupted in many parts of the world, particularly in the aftermath
of the Cold War, have underscored how deep the roots of intol-
erance are. The recrudescence of racism and xenophobia and
massive violations of human rights based on ethnic and culwural
difference give a particular urgency to the continuing task of
combating intolerance and promoting respect for fundamental
human rights.

Article 28 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
stipulates that “Everyone is entitled to a social and interna-
tional order in which the rights and freedoms sct forth in this
Declaration can be fully realized”. While we do not know the
answer to the question “What weight of poverty can the wings
of freedom bear?”, we know the question to be most perti-
nent. Human rights and freedoms are indivisible, and indi-
vidual freedom flourishes more readily where the servitudes of
poverty and ignorance have been abolished. By the same token,
respect for human rights and dignity is an essential leaven of
authentic development.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Education is one of the most powerful means available to us for
promoting human rights. It is the firmest foundation for a
human rights culture, rooted both in attitudes and valucs and in
specific knowledge. UNESCO has already carried out a wide
range of activities in this field, namely: the preparation of study
programmes, textbooks and teaching aids; the training of edu-
cators, journalists and professional groups interested in human
rights; dissemination of the corresponding information through
the Associated Schools Project; implementation of the Rec-
ommendation concerning Education for International Under-
standing, Co-operation and Pcace and Education relating to
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms; the award every two
years of the UNESCO Prize for the Teaching of Human Rights;
and morec recently, the cstablishment of UNESCO chairs on
human rights education. The ultimate aim is to establish a new
and wide-ranging system for teaching thesc rights, extending
from the carlicst stages of education to university level, not
forgetting non-formal education and catering for the whole
~ population, especially children, minorities and the disabled,
whose rights are still all too frequently left out of account and
require greater protection.

The end of the Cold War has afforded fresh opportunities
for broadening the scope of human rights cducation by adding

to it the essential dimension of democracy. Democracy is the
only context in which human rights can be exercised and
respected. Education for democracy is predicated on the
premise that, although there cannot be one single model for
democracy, there is a set of universally recognized values and
principles without which true democracy cannot be built.

AN ETHICAL TRUTH

In the matter of the protection and observance of human
rights, we have a practical task to perform. We must secure
more effective and morc universal support for the international
instruments adopted in this field by the United Nations, the
International Labour Organisation, UNESCO and other insti-
tutions.

This practical, effective universality, which we are striving
to achieve, will be merely the reflection and corollary of that
other universality, which underpins it. I am talking about
moral universality: in other words that of the values enshrined
in that landmark text whose forty-fifth anniversary we cclebrate
this ycar. The universality of human rights: this says so much,
and yet so little. Are we truly aware of the ethical truth
cxpressed in this one phrase? That each and every human
being has the same rights? Do we truly understand that each
individual is both a unique being and the epitome of the
species? Do we recognize in our way of life and behaviour the
implications of the fact that human rights form part of the
common heritage of humanity?

These rights are common to us all because they belong to
cach person. There is no group or country that can claim to be
the sole custodian of a universal heritage. They are universal
because they transcend cultural differences. It may, of course,
be objected that they cannot be applied uniformly to all cul-
tures, but it cannot be denied that the values in whose name
these rights arc invoked correspond to aspirations inherent in
human nature and are therefore well and truly universal.
Human rights are also universal because, although each person
is unique, there is but one human species.

At the dawn of the third millennium, the concept of human
rights—interactive, inscparable and indivisible—belongs in a
context that encompasses economic, social and cultural rights,
civil and political rights, the right to a wholesome environment,
the right to human and sustainable development, and cven
the rights of future generations. We should welcome this con-
tinuing process of expansion.

These rights have a collective dimension in the sense that
they may be claimed by individuals if the individual is a
member of a group. In this connection, now more than ever
before, since this year we are celebrating the International
Year of the World’s Indigenous People, the voice of those
people must be able to be heard, to be heeded, and to be part
of a democratic polyphony in which all the components
respect one another. [ |
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