




























































































ROADS TO FAMINE

Sir,

I read Mr. Zottola’s article “Famine,
the Greatest Scourge of History™ (July-
August 1962) with much interest. It
also made me wonder why historians
have so seldom stated the combination
of factors which leads to famine. If
these were better known perhaps many
famines could have been avoided or
the damage caused considerably re-
duced. The Bengal Famine of 1942
was triggered by fear, followed by
hoarding of food grains in damp and
unhygienic stores where it was des-
troyed by fungi and store pests. If
there had been air-tight bins and mod-
ern silos in India on a sufficient scale
there would have been no famine.
How many of the European famines
have been brought about by mould
fungi and micro-organisms?

You mentioned that Sir Jack Drum-
mond said, “We had no idea how to
revive these dying victims of hunger.”
Between May and November 1942 1
had the task of going into Burma
to help our refugees. I fed the first
meal to more than 22,000 starving,
exhausted and often disease-ridden
refugees. During the first few days
I killed off 9 people with rum or bran-
dy and another 9 with too much food.
This meant in terms of figures that I
lost 18 refugees out of about five
thousand. During the next four and
a half months when conditions were
much worse, I lost one woman out of
seventeen thousand people.

Twenty years later, reading the
numerous books about over-popula-
tion, agriculture and hunger, I am
wondering if everyone has forgotten
the advice that Joseph gave to Pha-
raoh about building storehouses and
silos. Air-tight bins and silos do not
seem to be mentioned in the reports
of the United Nations. Why?

A.R. Tainsh
. Stockholm, Sweden

HOW BIG IS BUENOS AIRES?

Sir,

In your July-August issuec under
the heading *“Big Cities Getting Still
Bigger” you published a handsome
photograph of the port and city of
Buenos Aires. Under it you say that
Buenos Aires and its suburbs “have
6 1/2 million inhabitants—almost
the total population of the country in
1914.” This information is wrong
unless you consider that the suburbs
of Buenos Aires sprcad over a dis-
tance of 300 miles and more from
the city itself.

According to a study made by Al-
berto Cataldi, of the Latin-American
Demographic Centre in Santiago, the
population of the Argentine capital,
comprising greater Buenos Aires and
its immediate suburbs, was 3,795,813
on September 30, 1960, the date of
the last census. The rest of the pro-
vince of Buenos Aires, including such
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important cities as La Plata, Mar
del Plata and Bahia Blanca, had by
then 2,938,735 inhabitants.

Conscquently, the population of
6,734,548 (sum of the figures quoted
above) corresponds to the province
of Buenos Aires, including the fede-
ral capital.

Alejandro Echegoyen
Santiago, Chile
WORLD'S WORST EVIL...
Sir,

I was very moved by the articles
you published on the world fight
against hunger (July-August). With
the mechanized methods that exist in
the world hunger should have long
ago been banished. Unhappily this
redoubtable curse will always be with
us as long as there is no just and
equitable sharing out of all kinds of
consumer goods. In France alone
scores of thousands of under-nour-
ished pcople try to exist on salaries
or “pensions that shame a self-pro-
claimed progressive country, In my
view the worst evil in the world is
money and as long as it remains
paramount, the ravages of hunger
will continue. The so-called advanc-
ed countries speak of helping under-
developed ones. They should first put
their own houses in order, above all
morally.

André Tosolini
Clermont-Ferrand, France

.. AND MOST SERIOUS MALADY
Sir,

Although I have read many issucs
of your journal the most serious
disease of modern times has not been
tackled.  Mistrust between the na-
tions of the world can do more harm
than any other disease known to the
peoples of the world. Tung UNLs-
co Courlier is read throughout the

nations of the world, thus what bigger
audience can therc be?

I appreciate that yours is notea
political paper, but would it not be
possible to utilize a wholc issue on
cach of the countries in UNEsco..
on the ways of life of the people,
food and agriculturc problems, medi-
cal services, working conditions, plans
for the future etc. etc. If only the
ordinary man in the street could be
made to understand that the ordinary
man in the other countries wants the
same things from life as he does,
then perhaps there may be a chance
of peace in this world.

H. . King
London, England

YOUTH ON THE MOVE

Sir,

I am particularly interested in tra-
vel, living with people of other na-
tions which I think is so important.
We recently travelled to Turkey,
through  Yugoslavia, Greece and

Crete by any means of transport avail-
able—ox-carts, donkeys, on foot, in
passing vehicles—and relying on the
hospitality  of the people for food,
ete.  Everyone was so helpful and
hind the whole journey has left a
deep impression on us. The poverty
and yet the simplicity in which these
people took it for granted to she
with us the little they had overwhelimed
us. Since then T have taken to
the road muany times, travelling in
the same way, mceting people and
exchanging ideas. ‘This has brought
about a tremendous desite to truvel
even further in the Middle and Far
East but this time I would like to
work with some hind of organization
—1 do not care how small my part
may be in it. 1 wonder how it is
possible to go about finding such a
job and wonder if you can help me.

Barbara  Bastlan
London, England

Inttor’s Nor: Young persons of
cither sex interested in working abroad
can contact the Co-ordination Coni-
mitee  for  International  Voluntary
Work Camps, 6, rue Franklin, Puaris
167, France.,  An article on the Volun.
tary Work Camps will he published
shortly,

BRAVE NEW UNIFORM WORLD
Sir,

Your aim, as far as 1 can see, is
to make us, as civilized literate peo-
ple, aware of the plight of people
(underdeveloped  people scems to be
implied) in underdeveloped countrics
and to help them materially and in-
tellectually to attain a high standard
of living similar to our own. Al
there is the luxurious preservation of
wilde and rare beasties and the con-
templative observation of all manner
of cruwling things and coloured stones
which 1 do admit could contribute
quite a lot, in its own sophisticated
way, to the furtherance of scientific
knowledge; but in what direction?

The most basic, real, attainable aims
of the organization are the cultura-
ble and educatable pecoples of the
world. The eventual success of all
these high endeavours will be a brave
new uniform world, devoid of form
and so devoid of culture, religion and
superstition  and  everything  that
man as a proper cultured unit feels
in his soul.

The progress of communication in
the present century has been a curse
to cvery existing culture in the world.

To sponsor a thought-flux be-
tween civilizations is a prolific sophis-
tication begetting only sophistications,
all of which arc barren. Certainly,
one day the world will be uniform
but do not let the dominant culture
sclect those parts of the subsidiary
cultures that it fancies. Let there be
mature conflict, let there be evolu-
tion and no willing synthesis...

Michael Ferron
Londonderry, Northern Ireland
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