




















ANDRE MAUROIS (Cont'd)

THE INALIENABLE RIGHT TO READ

what publications the library has on the subject in which
he is interested.

A modern public library’s programme also includes
various cultural and educational activities—talks, debates
on literary, artistic or soclal questions, exhibitions,
theatrical or cinematographic performances and concerts.
In various ways these activities lead people towards books
and stimulate the craving to read.

Thus a public library is a real centre of culture, pro-
pagating human knowledge and dispensing delight. It is
a channel for the spread of ideas and provides the
members of the community with a means of making
intelligent use of their leisure. Its influence is not con-
fined to its immediate neighbourhood but reaches the
people in country districts, who have long been very
poorly served. Some villages may have a school library,
but it does not always lend books to adults. Besides, its
stock of books is very small, and an inquiring mind soon
exhausts its resources. Some countries have an excellent
public library network. In other places, similar schemes of
great interest and promise for the future have been tried.
Reglonal libraries have been established in the chief
town of a province or district and these supply mobile
libraries which take books to rural communities.

In each of these communities, some centre—the mu-
nicipal library, a school library, or the town hall—is
chosen to serve as a deposit station and someone
(usually the teacher) is put in charge, to give readers
advice and, if possible, encourage people to read. The
director of the central library trains these local librarians
and they in their turn train the readers. In country
districts the public library is a co-operative venture.

This Is one system; there are others, but wherever there
is a public scheme for reading in country districts this
system has met with immense success among the inhabi-
tants. It is of the utmost importance that it should be
organized throughout the world. It is not a luxury—not
just a way for country people to spend their leisure—
althougl that in itself is valuable enough; it is essential,
because it is only through books and reading that civiliza-
tion can be spread.

HERE is truth in the saying that today the right

to read is one of man’s inalienable rights. All

men and women must have free access to books.
Books, if they are given the chance, will transform
human beings, by making them the heirs to the
accumulated experience of past generations.

It Is in early life that a taste for books and the habit
of reading are most easily acquired. A public library
must have a “children’s corner.” Most children have not
enough money to buy books, nor have their parents
enough money to give them books. Only in a library
will they find good books, which will save them from
reading mediocre or dangerous ones. Although the
school library is useful, it is often inadequate, owing to
lack of funds. To an intelligent child, shelves full of
books among which he is free to browse open up a
veritable paradise.

But it is at home, in the evening, or in a garden
during the summer days, that a child will enjoy most of
all a long and delightful read. A bright child with a
thirst for knowledge is a voraclous reader. He will come
to the library to work and do his homework, because he
will find the library an intellectual centre, where he can
listen to stories, or take part in play reading, and later
on in group debates.

This children’s corner should not be too big. It is
important for the librarian to get to know each of the
children who come there, from the recluse who likes to
be left to himself to the hesitating child who needs
guldance. The setting should be bright and colourful, so
that the idea of books may be associated in the child’s
mind with a feeling of well-being. One cannot fail to

be impressed by the good behaviour of young readers.
Reading teaches them consideration for others.

The library will of course co-operate with the teachers
of the local schools and with the children’s parents.
When a teacher is studying a particular subject with his
pupils, he may ask for a small exhibition on the subject
to be organized by the library. He may suggest that the
library purchase books which would be useful to his class.
Mothers who accompany their youngest children to the
library may find themselves acquiring a taste for reading.

The children’s library should not serve too narrow a
purpose. It should lead on to the adults’ library. For a
librarian who loves his work, there is nothing more in-
teresting than watching a child grow into an adolescent.
There comes a day when children’s books cease to interest
the young reader and one senses that he is ripe for the
great writers. This is the moment to guide him towards
the general library and advise him on books he should
choose to begin with. If he likes, a children’s librarian
can be second to none as an awakener of young minds.

HE librarian plays a tremendous part in community

life. He has the culture of mankind in his

keeping and serves as an intermediary between
the products of that culture, accumulated throughout
the ages, and the people who are alive and working today.
There are so many books, and they are turned out so
fast that nobody can even know which ones he ought to
read, let alone read them all. The specialist runs the
risk of wasting his whole life uselessly doing again the
work that has already been done by someone else. Like
a planter who has sown too prolific a species and is stifled
by the very crop he has raised, the reader without
gulidance is likely to be swamped by the vastness of man’s
culture.

The librarian can and should protect him. A good
bibliography and a detailed catalogue can guide people
through the jungle of man’s accumulated knowledge. The
year’s crop of books, gigantic though it is, is at once
digested and assimilated by libraries. Since the number
of books makes it increasingly difficult to find what one
is seeking, it is essential that the classification system
should be constantly improved. It is the task of the
great libraries—and therefore of their librarians—to
blaze wide trails through this forest, which otherwise
would soon become impenetrable. It is their duty, too,
to see that everything the human mind has produced is
preserved.

Even in a small public library, the work of the librarian
is of no less importance. In a mass civilization such as
ours, no moral or technical progress can be regarded as
truly achieved unless it reaches all levels of the popula-
tion. The librarian who does his work well helps to
bring this about. It has been said that he acts like a
filter between the flood of books and the people’s thirst
for knowledge. This means that he must not only know
his job but also possess a sound general culture.

£ will need this, too, when building up his

library. Admittedly when he takes up his post,

he will inherit a stock of books from his pre-
decessors. It is important, however, that he should both
use his funds to the best advantage every year in order
to add to this stock the best new books that have appeared
and, even as far as older works are concerned, should fill
up the gaps in his library in the light of his own
experience and public demand.

In every library, the librarian acts as an adviser. He
guides people in their reading, and shows them how to
consult the card-index and use the collections. In fact,
apart from professional qualifications, the job of being a
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WORLD

PROFILE

OF LEISURE
AND LEARNING

RITONS read more newspapers

B than anyone else on the face

of the earth, but Soviet citizens
have the largest number of public

library books at their disposal. No

one goes to the clnema as often as
an Austrian, even though Japan leads
the world in the number of full-
length films produced annually. The
United States has the most unlversity
students, but the U.S.S.R. has the
most students studying engineering.

These are only a few of the nuggets
to be gleaned from 182 pages of
statistical ore contained in the
newest edition of *“Basic Facls and
Figures" a Unesco annual publication
whlich, at first sight, Is about as
attractive reading as a bank state-
ment or a telephone directory.

But, despite this dense packing of
“international statistics relating to
education, culture and mass com-
munication” into lists of countries
(no less than 219 countries and
territorles are mentioned), columns of
figures and slabs of footnotes, a
profile of our world in its learning
and at its leisure can be drawn from
“Basic Facts and Figures.”

S oME of the data are im-
pressive (only 59 out of 1,000
Americans do not possess radios)
and some are rather startling (the
world’s most fortunate schoolchil-
dren, and perhaps the world’s most
fortunate teachers—at least in terms
of number of pupils per teacher—
are to be found on St Pierre and
Miquelon, two French islands off the
coast of Canada, where there are
only twelve children per teacher).
Some of it is tragie, too, in the long
ranks of nations with only 16 or 17 or
25 per cent of their school-age
children actually afforded an oppor-
tunity to go to school

Let’s-turn to a few of the facets
of this statistical portrait (or better,
panorama) of the world, because no
one could hope to take in all of them
in one dose.

Thumbing through the pages of
“Basic Facts and Figures™, you learn
that the United States leads the
world in the number of university
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students, with 3,236,414, followed by
the US.S.R. with 2,260,000 (287,164
American students are listed as
studying engineering and the parallel
figure in the Soviet Union is 765,000).
Next come India with 833,450
students and Japan with 636,232.
France leads in Europe with 226,173
students, followed by the Federal
Republic of Germany and Italy in
a near dead-heat : 164,015 and
163,945 respectively.

O NE word of warning: there is
not much agreement through-
out the world as to what constitutes
a “university student.” As a famous
man is supposed to have said,
“There are lies, damned lies and
statistics.”

But the figures do show the United
States also leads the world in the
annual number of university
graduates—438,023—followed by the
U.S.S.R. with 290,700 (the two leaders
change places in the figures for
scientific and technical graduates—
114,600 in the U.S.S.R. and 96,509 in
the U.S.A.).

More foreign students—47,245, to
be exact—study in the United States
than anywhere else. The next biggest
attraction is France with 17,456
foreign students followed by the
Federal Republic of Germany with
15,115.

Rather scanty figures on over-all
percentages of national income spent
in 1958 on education show Puerto
Rico in the lead with 6.9% and Fin-
land second with 6,5%.

Now for a digest of what the world
does in its spare time: for the
Soviet citizen, there are 752,604,000
public library books, compared to
200,000,000 in the United States and
71,000,000 in the United Kingdom, the
two runners-up. The U.S.S.R. also
ranks first in the number of museum-
goers with 39,900,000 annually, com-
pared to 10,994,000 in the United
Kingdom and 10,439,000 in Japan
(the three leaders according to
available figures).

Newspapers are another story.
Here are the readership rates per
1,000 in the world’s most newspaper-

minded countries: United Kingdom,
573; Sweden, 464; Luxembourg, 429;
and Finland, 420. The United States
leads in the number of daily papers,
1,745, but sells them to only 327 out
of every 1,000 Americans. On the
other hand, 475 out of every 1,000
Americans read magazines of general
interest, the highest figure in the
world.

When the American buys a news-
paper, he is offered an impressive
number of pages. That is why news-
print consumption per capita in the
United States is 33.6 kilogrammes
(74 pounds), the world’s highest
figure, followed by 27.2 kilogrammes
(60 Ibs) in Australia and 255 Kg.
(56 1bs) in New Zealand.

Other countries appear when you
turn to the chapter of film attend-
ance. Austrians are the most
avid cinema-goers: 17.4 per thousand.
Next come Malta with 17.3, New
Zealand with 16.7 and the U.S.S.R.
with 16.2. In North America, Green-
land with 14.8 outstrips the United
States with 12.5.

Who makes the most pictures?
The answer is Japan, whose 516 full-
length films in 1958 rank it first over
India, 295; the United States, 288;
Hong Kong, 240; France, 126; and the
United Kingdom, 121,

Latest available figures (at the end
of 1959) for television-viewing show
that the country with the most sets
per thousand inhabitants is Monaco
(a staggering 524). Next are the
United States, 290; Canada, 196; the
United Kingdom, 195; and Bermuda,
182.

A GAIN, leadership changes
hands when you turn to

books. First is the U.S.S.R.
with 69,072 new titles annually,
followed by Japan, 24,152; the

United Kingdom, 20,690; the Federal
Republic of Germany, 16,552; the
United States, 14,876 and France,
12,032.

The Soviet Union also published the
most translations in 1958—a total of
4,457 in the various languages of the
Union—followed by Germany (figures
are for the Federal and the Democra-
tic Republics) with 2,512 and Czecho-
slovakia with 1,462. English was the
world’s most translated language that
year: 9,675 works out of a total of
29,209. Next were Russian, 4,320;
French, 4,010, and German, 2,951.

There is some eclectic reading, too,
to be found among the world’s five
most translated authors in 1958.
They are Lenin, Shakespeare, Jules
Verne, Tolstoy and Dostoevsky in
that order, with Gorky and Simenon
as runners-up. The world’s most
translated single book, though, was
the Bible.

Basic Facts and Figures—Unesco,
Paris. Price: $3; 15/-(stg.); 10,50 NF.

























































TELL US ABOUT FOLKLORE

Sir,

The presentation of your magazine
and the quality of the articles are both
remarkable. However, I should be
glad to read some articles dealing
with the folklore of different coun-
tries. I believe that a knowledge of
folklore can help to encourage real
understanding between peoples. As
such it is well in line with the princi-
ples of UNEsco which stands for bro-
therhood and mutual understanding.

G. Carol
St-Brieuc, France

CULTURE IS UNIVERSAL

Sir,

One of your readers recently wrote
that in his opinion, “UNEgsco is found-
ed on a fiction: the equality of peo-
ples, nations and races. This equa-
lity is true before God, but does not
exist in fact... Your magazine there-
fore faces two obstacles: either you
describe the countries of the world as
they are, thus risking the criticism and
resentment of your less privileged
members or else you look at every-
thing through rose-coloured spectacles
with the result that you place the
Papuan tom-tom on the same level as
Mozart...”

Learned, anthropologists, theolo-
gians and others will answer this un-
realistic criticism of UNEsco better
than I can... I would say this: it
is a fact of science that peoples and
rages are equal, not only before God,
but also biologically. Some races,
peoples, and nations are underde-
veloped culturally as well as technolo-
gically. Yet every group has some-
thing to offer from which all may
learn. For example, the American
Indians, although they never produced
a United Nations building in New
York or a Victor Hugo, did produce
a working, successful parliament of
the Indian nations from which the
founders of the United States are
believed to have taken ideas.

As far as UNEscO’s placing of *“the
Papuan tom-tom on the same level
with Mozart” is concerned, I am not
aware that UNEsco does this. This
would be as silly as placing America’s
singing commercial, which Adlai Ste-
venson has called our ‘“national
litany”, on a level with Marian
Anderson’s transcendent interpretation
of Brahms’ “Alto Rhapsody”. But,
UNESCO might give us an anthro-
pological study of the singing
commercial, and such a study might
be not only interesting but valuable.

There is much in primitive cultures
that is not good but *bad. In our
effort to “understand” these cultures
we should not overlook the bad any-
more than we should overlook the
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good. Polygamy and polyandry, for
example, are not good, but then
neither is promiscuity—and my own
country, the United States, is certain-
ly not free of the latter. So, without
being the ones to cast the first stone,
we can at the same time be realistic
in our evaluation of what is good and
what is bad. Meanwhile, UNLSCO is
doing a great service in helping nations
and peoples to understand each other.
It deserves our wholehearted support.

Palmer Van Gundy
Glendale, California, U.S.A.

THE MENTALLY HANDICAPPED

The lower jaw of the Heidelberg
Man (the oldest find in Europe) is
450,000 years old; the Swanscombe
shull  about  300,000-275,000; the
remains found by FEhringsdorf near
Weimar  130,000; and Neanderthal
Man 120,000-100,000. Homo S.-
piens (the present type of muan) who
supplanted Neanderthal Man can look
back on at least 100,000 years' exis-
tence.

Dr. G.H.R. von Koenigswald
Holland

FOUR-LEGGED GUIDES

Sir,

I think one issue, or part of an issue,
of your magazine might be devoted to
the problem of France's 600,000 men-
tally deficient children—which is the
same problem all over the world,
where mental defectives exist in simi-
lar proportions. This is a tragedy
which can strike any family, for con-
genital mental deficiency (mongolism,
deficiencies occurring as a result of
German measles in the mother or
complications of tubercular meningitis,
the Rhesus factor, anoxaenia, vacci-
nal encephalitis or a forceps birth)
has nothing to do with alcoholism.

In France there are only 3,000
classes for the slightly sub-normal,
whereas over 20,000 are required.
As for the seriously sub-normal, when-
ever a vacancy occurs in one of the
institutions for remedial education
two or three hundred applicants are
waiting.

After school-age the problem of
mental deficiency is even more tra-
gic. The adolescent (and there are
tens of thousands of them) has no
hope of becoming a worker, or even
having some occupation. Once his
parents are no longer there to care
for him, there is only the asylum.

Scientific progress saves many child-
ren who were condemned before the
discovery of *“miracle” drugs, leaving
doctors with other problems for which
there are so far no solutions. But as
Professor Heuyer, creator of the chair
of child psychiatry in France, has
said, ““Any progress a child can make,
even at the lowest intellectual level,
is worth while.” We must not forget it.

P. Careme
Virey-le-Grand, France

THE CLOCK WAS SLOW

The March issue of the Unesco
Courier gives a very graphic picture of
how young—geologically speaking—
man really is. It is not altogether
easy to date the fossils that are found,
but some of the estimates of their
age given In the article are too high,
and others too low. The following
points need to be corrected for the
period after “six p.m.”.

Sir,

In your issue, “New Pathways for
the Blind” (June 1960), I feel that
a serious omission was made in the
lack of any reference to Guide Dogs
for the blind, or “Secing-Eye” dogs.
This movement, which started in Ger-
many towards the end of the first
world war, has now developed, both
rapidly and soundly, in many coun-
tries of the world, in particular the
United States of America and the
United Kingdom. Australia, South
Africa and Israel now have training
centres, too, as have many Furopean
countries. .

The training of both dog and blind
person has been developed to a high
degree, is scientifically based and is
constantly being improved to give
blind people the benefit of the most
advanced training methods and tech-
niques. The value of a Guide Dog,
properly trained by qualified trainers,
is being more and more appreciated
by blind people who work with them
or know of them, thus the demand is
ever increasing.

Here, in Australia, the movement
has been established for some ten
years and this national organization
is supplying Guide Dogs, trained to
the highest standards, to blind people
throughout the Cormmonwealth.

J. K. Holdsworth

Director of Training

Guide Dogs for the Blind Association
Belmont, Western Australia.

Sir,

As usual I cnjoyed reading your
issue on “Ncw Pathways for the
Blind”, but in all the articles 1 did
not see any mention of guide dogs.
There has been some controversy in
Australia as to whether there should
be guide dogs, an cxpensive matter.
Those against them say that they
tend to make blind pcople less inde-
pendent and self-reliant.

From a purely lay point of view
it does seem a tremcndous waste of
time and money to spend on a dog
which does not live as long as its
master or mistress.

A. L. Mackay
Lindfield, Australia
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