


























THEY WERE MOST TRANSLATED

BY THESE COUNTRIES

TITLES

CZECHOSLOVAKIA
l. Jules Verne.........ccuvetn 14
O T 13
3 Gorki voiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaee 7
4. Jack London ............0. 6

5. Goldoni, Mayakowsky, Push-
kin, Tolstoy, Mark Twain ... 5

FRANCE
I. Chekov .v.vvvnniinennnns. 12
2. Bible ..o Il
3. Hans Andersen ............ 10
4. W.E. Johns ............... 8
5. Gorki, Erle Stanley Gardner, 7
GERMANY
I. Bible, Edgar Wallace....... 16
2. Tolstoy, Enid Blyton ....... 9
3. Daniel Defoe, Zane Grey,
S. Teleford ............... 8
4, Robert Louis Stevenson,
Pletigrilli, S. Lagerlof,
G, Bomans .............. 7
5. Frangois Mauriac, Hans An-
dersen, Lenin, Giono ...... 6
INDIA
l. Tagore ....c.vvvuveennnnnn 14
2. Gandhi s.vvvivvvininnnnnn. M
R - T 8
4. Gorki vveerrirnninenennans 7
S. S.C. Chattopadhyaya ....... )
ITALY
l. Jules Yerne................ I3
2. Dickens..o.vuvrveerreennn. 12
3. Shakespeare ......c.euvu0n 9
4. Mark Twain, Delly ......... 7

5. Bible, Plato, Dostoievski, Erle
Stanley Gardner, Jack London é

JAPAN
l. Maugham, de Maupassant,
Tolstoy ..vuviveniineennanns
2. Hemingway, Hermann Hesse. |1
3. A, Christie, Dostoievski .... 10

TOP TRANSLATING
COUNTRIES
IN 1955

TITLES

l. USSR, coiiiiivinnns 4,282

2, Germany .....ovpiens 2,056

3. Czechoslovakia ....... 1,478

4. France ...ccvvvennnnn. 1,424

5. Japan....iiiiiiieina., 1,203

6. ltaly .ooviinniiinntn 1,118

7. Netherlands .......... 1,104

8. Poland ............... 1,071

9. Sweden ........00000n 949

10. Spain .....ovviunnnnnn 894
ILUSA ....oevenne... 818
12, Yugoslavia ........... 738
13 UK. coiiviiiinniane. 659
14, Rumania......coo0nunnn 658
I5. Norway ............. T 644

IN 1955

TITLES TITLES
4. A.]. Conin, Simenon ....... 8 4. Dante ........00iiiinennnn 7
5. John Dickson Carr, Erle Stan- S. St. Augustine .....iieiannn 7
ley Gardner, Gide, Rilke,
Steinbeck ............ 0.0 7 USLSR g
NETHERLANDS ; S:ar:;: ?%6
l.Bible ...ovviviviiiiinns, 10 3. Bulganin «ovveorniiniiin, 71
2. Hans Andersen ............ 7 4. Gorki 49
3. Upton Sinclair ............ 6 5. Krushchey ..o 000 40
POLAND In field of literature top 5 authors
Y 8 are all Russian :
2. Jack London ........u.es, 7 l. Gorki 49
3. Hugo, Tolstoy ............ 6 2' Pushkin ... ttmmmme 35
4, Balzac, Ehrenbourg, Howard 3' NOSOY ..o 27
Fast, Geethe, Turgenev ..... 4 4' Mayakov;;l;).' """""""" 26
PORTUGAL 5. Tolstoy «..vvvvvinnnennns,s 26
;‘ lS)haillcesp(e:arZ "S‘a‘ ‘eander. 14 A large percentage of Soviet translation
’ Me ey'd s'é € san er 7 figures concerns Russian-language works
ME d@ SCQUP wvvevreceers published in the many languages of the
SPAIN U.S.S.R. and of translations of these lan-
" I, Emilio Salgari.......coeuuunn 15 guages into Russian.
2. SIMENON vuvvirinnsrennnss 13 To ;
p 10 non-Russian authors
3' jDu!els( V‘:”;' o G """""" g I, Jules Verne................ 20
¢ ICKens, £ane LY se.e..s 2. Theodore Dreiser ......... 17
5. Grimm, Edgar Allen Poe.... 7 3. Jack London s
SWEDEN 4. Victor Hugo........ovuvuus 13
I. Edward S. Ellis ............ 18 5. Balzac ....viiiiiinniannn, 10
2. Enid Blyton, Peter Cheyney, 6. Mark Twain, H. Fast...... 9
José Mallorqui, Paul Zilsé... 11 7. Daniel Defoe ............. 8
8. Hans Andersen ............ 7
U'NIBTEIED KINGDOM 6 9. Dickens, Dumas (pére), Emi-
2. Dumes (pore)s il 5 MeRedar Ll 6
3. Hans Andersen, Simenon... 4 . denmz\or"e R°°Pf’-"'R i dau- 5
4. Dante, Dostoievski, Thomas et, Zola, Romaln Roliand ..
Mann, Alfred de Musset, YUGOSLAVIA
Ovid, J. Spyri, Stalin ....... 3 l. Jules Verne................ 7
UNITED STATES OF 2, Dumas (pére), Grimm, Mark
AMERICA TWain cvveurieniininnsnnnss 6
l. Bible .ovvvuiiniinievnnnnn. 18 3. Karl May, E.M. Remarque,
2, SIMENON +iviunerievenunen 9 Tolstoy vvvvierviunevunens 5
3. Dostoievski ...vveveennn... 8 4, Balzac ...y ivenininieiina 4

INDEX OF CONTEMPORARY HISTORY

OR years the Bible has occupied first place in lists of most frequently published
books in translations. Figures for 1955 have changed the picture, and as shown
in table on page 8, the Bible has dropped to second place behind Lenin.

However, it is interesting to note that of the 371 translations of Lenin published in
14 countries during 1955, only 43 were produced outside the Soviet Union, the
remaining 328 being translations published within the U.S.S.R. in languages other
than Russian (see table above).

Tables on these pages are based on information collated from past eight years of
UNEesco’s Index Translationum: International Bibliography of Translations (price per
volume: $14; 70/-; 3,500 francs). The Index, first started in 1932 by the International
Institute of Intellectual Co-operation, then listed only six countries. UNEsco resumed
publication of the Index in 1950 (none appeared between 1941-47) the first volume
covering 8,000 translations in 26 countries for the year 1948, The latest Volume VIII
covers a record 51 countries and lists 24,274 translations published in 1953.

The volumes of Index Translationum have been hailed as “a’ remarkable storehouse
of contemporary history... a register of intellectual co-operation which richly repay
people of very varying interests for whatever time they can devote to them.” As
one librarian recently wrote: “Their historical importance increases as every new
annual volume is added to their ranks.. It is unfortunate that many who would
appreciate the information given in the annual volumes of the Index Translationum
remain unaware of its existence.. A glance at the well-printed pages reveals that
the material here given in such prosaic fashion would provide a journalist with enough
facts for half-a-dozen rousing articles, a sociologist with the basis for a searching
study of current trends in tastes and interests, and a historian with more than sufficient
material for almost any theory on contemporary problems he cared to elaborate.”


































































TI D B ITS (Cont’d from page 16)

(one third children) and a collection
of 32,000 volumes. Some 34,000 people
were enrolled in the lending service.

Odd-shaped and occult

In a collection of occult books
belonging to .a Parisian collector
‘which were sold some years ago was
a vellum manuscript written and cut
in triangular shape. This French
treatise of ceremonial magic and

alchemy was executed in cipher and

- cabalistic symbols about 1750 by the
Comte de St. Germain (Marquis de
Betmar), and is known as a grimoire

or book of magic spells and rituals of
the black art. (Bookmen’s Bedlam)

Fiction tops the list

Recent statistics collected by UnNEsco
show that fiction is the first choice of
most countries. But in choosing books
on particular subjects, British and
American readers are likely to choose
a book on a technical subject or
science or failing these, travel or bio-
graphy. Indian or Nigerian readers
will choose something on the social
sciences, next biography, then litera-
ture. Social sciences are not very
popular in Thailand, travel, biography

and history being overwhelmingly the
popular choice. Choice in the Philip-
pines is more similar to U.S. and UXK.
patterns, literature being the most
popular subject. (UNEScO)

Drawings on this page and pages

The Unesco Courier. -~ February 1957

15-16 are by 'Gerhard Oberldnder
taken from Buch und Buchhandel in
Zahlen (Statistics on books and the
book industry) 1955, 1956, published
by Borsenverein des Deutschen Buch-
handels EV. Frankfurt am Main.

Some best sellers in science

HARLES DARWIN’S Origin of Species has probably reached more
people over the years than any other scientific book published,
according to the British science magazine “Discovery” in a short

report on scientific best sellers in Great Britain (December 1955 &
February 1956 issues). It is almost impossible, the magazine says, to
find any exact figures for the sales of the famous book. One reason
glven for its success: Darwin’s plain, unpretentious but very lucid
style.

Darwin’s book on worms (The Formation of Vegetable Mould
through the Action of Worms, 1881) sold 8,500 copies in about two
years, but even this figure, “Discovery” says, “is more than many so-
called popular science books of modern times sell.”

Books on astronomy have been among the most popular of our
times. Sir James Jeans’s The Mysterious Universe (1930) sold well
over 240,000 copies in the Cambridge University Press edition alone,
and the book is now available in a score of languages from Bengali to
Finnish. Most successful British book on astronomy produced since
the war is probably F. Hoyle's Nature of the Universe (over 110,000
copies); his latest book Frontiers of Astronomy (1955) sold 13,000 coples
in the United Kingdom within six months of publication.

Another highly successful book has been King Solomon’s Ring by
the Austrian naturalist Konrad Lorenz: over 300,000 copies sold of
this fascinating account of Lorenz’s studies of behaviour and “lang-
uage” of animals. Surprisingly, Einstein’s Relativity: The Special and
the General Theory (probably his easiest book on relativity to under-
stand) sold 32,000 in its English edition.

The recent Pelican book Five Hundred Years of Printing mentions a
few science best sellers: Rachel Carson’s The Sea Around Us, Thor
Heyerdahl’s Kon-Tiki, La Vie des Abeilles by Maeterlinck; The
Universe Around Us by Sir James Jeans.

Other best sellers in science: Ceram’s Gods, Graves and Scholars;
the two Kinsey studies on male and female sexual behaviour; The
World of Mathematics by James Newman; Science for the Citizen and
Mathematics for the Million by Lancelot Hogben. Science textbooks
used in schools and universities can sell exceedingly 'well and some-
times reach the six-figure bracket.
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Subscribe to THE UNESCO COURIER today - $ 2.50; 8/; 400 francs per year (12 issues)
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