



































Left, Book Fair at Gorky on the

Upper Volga (U.S.S.R.) draws buyers
to open-air bookstalls. The Fair was
a feature of 1970 celebrations marking
the 750th anniversary of the city
(formerly Nizhni-Novgorod and birthplace
of the novelist Maxim Gorky).

In 1970, the Soviet Union's book output
totalled 1,309 million copies,
representing nearly 16 per cent of
world production.

Photo © V. Voitenko-Tass, Moscow

MARTIN LUTHER, the great
reformer, called the introduction of the
printing press “a second deliverance
of mankind—a deliverance from intel-
lectual darkness”, and Abbé Sieyés,
the 18th century French political theo-
rist, maintained that “printing has
changed the fate of Europe; it will
transform the entire globe.”

The introduction of the printing press
to Europe brought a rapid increase in
book production. By 1500, half a cen-
tury later, just over 30,000 titles had
been printed in Europe, while pro-
duction reached about 250,000 titles
in the 16th century and exceeded
seven million in the 19th.

Today, even modest estimates fore-
cast that over 25 million titles will be
published during the 20th century.
In one vyear alone, 1970, over
1,300 million books were printed in
the Soviet Union—more than were
produced during the first 150 years
of book printing in Europe.

Small wonder that some researchers
speak of an “explosion” of printed
matter. And yet, paradoxical as it
may seem, since printing is in its
golden age, certain forecasters say
that the traditional book is facing
extinction, that a general crisis in the
publishing industry is imminent, that
our age carries the germ of a disease
that will kill the book, and that the
monopoly of the press as a means
of mass communication is ended.

LEV VLADIMIROV is Director of the Scien-
tific Library of the Vilnius State University
(Lithuamian S.S.R.) and a prominent Soviet
expert on books and librarianship. From
1964 to 1970 he was Director of the Dag
Hammarskjold United Nations Library in New
York. Secretary of the Committee for Library
Education of the International Federation of
Library Associations (IFLA), Lev Vladimirov
has published numerous studies and articles
on the history of books, librarianship. biblio-
graphy and library organization.

BOOKS
ELECTRONICS
TELEVISION

by Lev Viadimirov

Indeed, the cinema, radio, television,
tape-recorders, video tape-recorders,
microcopying, electronics, cybernetics
and other remarkable inventions are
invading the field that had until
recently been monopolized by books.
And though the growing need for
information has led to an increase in
publications of the traditional type, at
the same time the production of repro-
graphed and photocopied microbooks,
as well as “talking books”, has
steadily developed.

In trying to define the further devel-
opment of the book in our time many
defend the traditional book uncondi-
tionally and reject everything new;
others predict that books will disappear
or that they will at least lose their
importance, that the book market will
shrink, and so on .

In my opinion, both points of view
are wrong. Pessimistic predictions
are disproved by the steady growth
of publications throughout the world.
According to Unesco, world book
output has grown from 285,000 titles
in 1955 to 487,000 in 1968.

However, an analysis of the corre-
lation between the population figures
in the various countries and their
share in the world's book output
shows that there still is an astounding
lack of correspondence between these
two figures. The population of the
U.S.SR. for example, accounts for
6.8 per cent of the world's population,
but its book output represents 15.6
per cent of world production.

Recent Unesco statistics show how
disproportionately book production is
distributed among the various con-
tinents. Europe, North America and
the Soviet Union produced nearly 75
per cent of all books published in
1969, the largest proportion coming
from Europe, which, with only 13 per
cent of the world's population, pro-
duced 45 per cent of the titles.

Asia (excluding Soviet Asia), with
56 per cent of the world's population,
produced no more than 20 per cent of
the books, South America with about 5
per cent of world population, published
2 per cent, and Africa, with almost
10 per cent of the population, pro-
duced less than 2 per cent.

Closing the book gap has become
an important priority for developing
countries, and to bring book produc-
tion up to the level of five books a
year per capita, output would have
to be raised almost twentyfold in
Africa, twelvefold in Asia and sixfold
in South America. It is thus illogical
to say that the printed word is about
to decline and that the book age is
as good as over.

Only market conditions can explain
the drop in book output in France
from 19,289 titles in 1966 to 18,646
in 1968, in Italy from 10,593 to 8,868,
and a simultaneous rise in output in
Great Britain from 28,789 to 31,372
and in the Federal Republic of Ger-
many from 22,720 to 30,223.

Naturally, in the industrialized coun-
tries, where the publishing industry
is well developed, output grows more
slowly than in the developing countries.
In Cuba, for example, the output rose
between 1966 and 1968 by 25 per cent
and in Ceylon by 30 per cent, but it
has not reached its maximum even
there, and the need for books is far
from satisfied.

The headway made by education
does much to expand the book market.
It is ridiculous to speak of a saturation
of this market when Unesco tells us
that 800 of the 2,225 million adults
in the world are still illiterate. There
is still plenty of “virgin land” to be
tilled and books will be the main
implement used for that purpose.

The dissemination of information
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BOOKS, ELECTRONICS, TELEVISION (Continued)

‘Never will electric power have as much force

as the electricity enclosed in the printed word’

and culture through many channels
is typical of our times. You may get
to know one of Shakespeare's trage-
dies by reading a volume of his works,
but you can also see it on the stage
or the screen, hear it on the radio,
view its performance on TV or hear
it as a recording on an LP or on tape.

Except for the first two, these possi-
bilities were not available in the last
century. This abundance of channels
gives rise to definite problems and
disproportions, especially since some
channels “jam” others and develop at
their expense.

In countries where the number of
illiterates is particularly high (75-90 per
cent of the population) books and the
press are, for a long time to come,
unlikely to become a ' nationwide
means of communication. Newspapers,
magazines and books are there-
fore of necessity addressed to the
narrow section of the literate audience.
Radio and TV, on the other hand, are
rapidly becoming mass media.

However, in the developing countries
too the growth in literacy and the
rise of the cultural level are quickly
raising the importance of books. The
book is the foundation on which the
culture of a nation is built. Other
means of communication, even such
progressive ones as television, are
only auxiliary means of cultural
development.

ADDRESSING the General
Council of the International Federation
of Library Associations in 1968, J.E.
Morpurgo, Director of the British Na-
tional Book League, said: “Five times
in my lifetime | have heard that the
book is finished. First, there was the
silent film; and the pleasure of seeing
Pear] White or Theda Bara rescued
from the railroad line was said to be
spelling life to Miss White or Miss
Bara and death to the book. Then
voice was added to the lovely, piano-
tinkling, near-silence of the cinema,
and the stridencies of Hollywood were
thought to have shattered all’ hope of
a future for the book. There followed
—or there ran coincidental with the

talking film—sound radio; entertain-
ment, enlivenment, enlightenment,
taken into each man’'s home... and, it

was thought, destroying the opportun-
ity and the will to read. And most
recently came two most potent alter-
natives to print: television and cyber-
netics... And yet the book survived.”

Why did it? What makes us believe
that the traditional book, despite the
development of other effective means
of intellectual communication, will not
only survive but also preserve its func-
tion as “one of the greatest means of

human progress”, and will extend that
function?

First and foremost, because none
of the new technical communication
means can fully replace the book as
a source of information. Radio and
TV can be called means of “instan-
taneous”™ or “express” information.
Their informative action stops the
moment the brdadcast is over. The
book, however, is a means of constant
information, an enormous reservoir
from which we can draw any amount
of information at any time required.

RESEARCH has shown that
the capabilities of various media differ
greatly according to the nature and
complexity of the information being
transmitted. Simple facts are best
conveyed orally (including the use of
radio and television). To put over
more complex information, a combina-
tion of sound and images gives better
results.  Highly complex informa-
tion is best relayed and imparted by a
printed page containing illustrations.
And an ordinary book, unlike a
“speaking” or a microbook, does not
require any kind of electronic appara-
tus.

It has also been shown that we
assimilate information much more
quickly by reading than by hearing
(even without the aid of new methods
of speed-reading). And we should
also take into account the aesthetic
aspect of the assimilation of know-
ledge-—the pleasure we derive, for
instance, from reading a new book, a
perfect product of the printer's art.

The book has indeed travelled a
long road, from the Bible printed by
Gutenberg, a work whose make-up
closely copied those of medieval
manuscripts, to the masterpieces of
the modern printing industry.

Improvements in printing technology
have led to such a tremendous
increase in publishing that, in some
respects, man nowadays resembles
Goethe's sorcerer's apprentice who
was able to conjure up the spirits but
unable to control them. The libraries
were the first to feel the catastrophic
effects of the growing avalanche of
publications, which posed many
serious problems.

F. Rider, director of the library at
Wesleyan University (USA) drew
attention to this danger as early as
1944. He forecast that by the year
2040, the Library of Yale University
would have about 200 million volumes,
occupying 6,000 miles of shelves.
Its index cards, if the method of
indexing was preserved till then,
would require about 750,000 catalog-

uing drawers, which would occupy
an area of no less than 80 acres.
The yearly increase of the library stock
would be 12 million volumes and
their insertion in the catalogue would
require a staff of about 6,000 people.

Though the author may have exag-
gerated, the problem is clearly an ur-
gent one, even if the book stock in-
creases half as quickly as he expects.
Microcopying, in his view, is the only
way out of the dilemma.

The microbook has already estab-
lished itself firmly in libraries. The
Dag Hammarskjsld Library of the
United Nations in New York stores
microfilms of newspapers, and as of
1969, U.N. documents were also
being microcopied. The microbook
is widely used in most scientific and
specialized libraries. This will help
to resolve the acute problem of pro-
viding storage space for books. It
will also extend the life of publica-
tions printed on low quality paper,
help libraries to acquire unique
editions, reduce postage fees on the
sending of books from one library to
another, and offer many other advan-
tages. .

But, in my view, it is not the “over-
population” of the book world and
library storage that should rank as
the “No. 1 problem”. The main prob-
lem is the enormous volume of
scientific and technical information.
Academician A, Nesmeyanov of the
USSR has written: “According to pro-
visional data, about 10,000 journals
in the world are of interest to chem-
ists. These publications contain no
less than 200,000 articles on chem-
istry and chemical technology. About
5,000 books, over 30,000 patents and
about 20,000 scientific reports are
published every year on chemistry and
chemical technology. ..

“If a chemist began, on January 1,
to read all the publications of pro-
fessional interest appearing during the
year and read them for 40 hours a
week at the rate of four publications
an hour, by December 31 he would
have read only one twentieth of these
publications.”

SIMILAR conditions prevail
in the other sciences. Ever-growing
streams of information submerge the
researcher, complicate his work, and
lead to an unnecessary waste of re-
sources and effort. Without the use
of technical means, notably of elec-
tronic computers for the storage and
retrieval of information, nothing can
be done to improve this state of affairs.
The traditional methods and means of
information retrieval are entirely in-
adequate today.

Only computers can resolve the



























by
Albertio

Moravia

THE notion that the book
and the printed word are in rapid
decline gained its widest currency
following the spectacular success of
the image and the media of visual
communication—the cinema, television,
advertising displays, strip cartoons,
road signs and so on.

But few persons appear to have
given much thought to the fact that
the image owes its success, in turn,
to the entry into history's arena of
large masses of humanity, including
their new literates and total illiterates.

The illiterate person undeniably has
a distinctive visual awareness. For
him the whole world is a vast system
of visual signs and symbols waiting
to be interpreted and translated. The
origin of writing itself, with its slow
progression from the representation
of an object to a form of symbolism,
shows that primitive man used his eyes
for tasks that civilized man later
entrusted to his ears.

So in the first place, what we are
dealing with is not so much a decline
of the book as a triumph of the image,
a triumph due in far smaller measure
to those who have always been
readers than to those who only
yesterday did not know how read.

If this is so, as | myself believe,
we can expect at any time to see a
steady decline in the influence of the
image and a corresponding resurgence
of the book. In other words, as
millions upon millions of illiterate men
and women learn to read and write,
they are likely to abandon the primitive,
direct language of the image in favour
of the more elaborate, more indirect
language of the printed word.

Modern man, moreover, uses the
picture in ways that are basically
different from those of primitive man.
In the primitive world, it marked the
first steps in communication; today
it is only a provisional return to
conditions that are perhaps temporary.
The modern world is not so much a

ALBERTO MORAVIA, Italian novelist and
writer, is one of the great names of contem-
porary world literature. His first book, “The
Time of Indifference” (1929), was written
when he was twenty years old. Since then
he has published some thirty novels and
volumes of short stories, a number of which
(*The Woman of Rome®, “The Conformist"}
have been made into films. Globe-trotter
as well as writer, he has also published
studies on the U.S.SR., India and the
People’'s Republic of China.

primitive world as one temporarily
“primitivized”. In other words, even
in the progression from the language
of the picture to the language of the
printed word we can observe once
again the phenomenon of ontogenesis
(the development of the individual)
which duplicates the phenomenon of
phylogenesis (the development of the
whole human species).

That this hypothesis is plausible is
furthermore borne out by the huge
circulation of paperbacks. Between
the traditional book and the paperback
there is not just a difference of quality
and price. In reality, the two types
of books are profoundly different in
nature.

The traditional book was rooted,
indeed still is rooted, in an organic,
stratified cultural context that has
lasted for centuries. The paperback,
on the other hand, scatters the seeds
of the culture of all ages and all
regions wholesale upon completely
virgin soil. In the space of a few
years, the entire population of our
planet, only now barely emerging from
illiteracy, has been inundated, without
any preparation, with the culture of
thirty centuries.

The danger is that this culture
will be not assimilated, but thrown
together, condensed and reduced to
mere formulas and synthetic aggrega-
tions in a vast grinding operation of
destruction. After which the masses
would apparently be free to revert
to the image, thenceforward the sole
medium of communication.

This, indeed, may be the direction
taken by marxism in China with its
rejection of the culture of the past as
“Bourgeois”. Mao Tse Tung has said
that the vast masses of the Chinese
people are like a sheet of blank paper
on which one can write whatever one
wishes. What will be written on this
paper we still do not know,

Besides, the image itself has
recently appeared to be reaching its
limits. The fact that the spectator
takes in the picture passively, without
any effort of interpretation, ultimately
results in the picture itself losing its
full force and becoming a victim of this
passivity. People watching television
or a film at the cinema simply do not
see what is happening before their
eyes on the screen; or if they do see,
they do not really comprehend.
Passivity has atrophied their powers
of concentration, rendering them

THE IMAGE
AND THE WORD

inattentive to the point of blindness.

Of course, they “see” the road sign
indicating a school, or the cowboy
astride his horse firing his gun, but
now what they “see” is nothing more
than a response to the same con-
ditioned reflex devoid of any mental
reflection and hence any communica-
tion. Marshall Mcl.uhan admits this
when he says that “the medium is the
message.”

The decline of the book is by no
manner of means, then, a certainty.
Even if we ignore the fundamental fact
that the book springs from nature, that
is from the faculty natural to all human
beings to utter words and shape them
into organized speech, we should not
overlook the fact that the book is
made up of words which are “also”,
under certain conditions of poetic
creativity, images. Thus there is no
substantial difference between the
image suggested by the book and the
image that appears on the screen. In
fact there is only one difference,
though an important one: the image
on the screen allows for no play of
imagination; it is what it is.

Nevertheless, we must distinguish
between one type of reading and
another type of reading, between one
book and another book. Reading
some books is no more than a simple
physical exercise.  Such books,
written for mass consumption, con-
ventional in content and in style, are
not read in the full sense of the word
but rather are skimmed through by
the reader: when the eye passes from
one ready-made phrase to the next,
from one cliché to another, the
“reader” may believe he has been
“reading” but in reality he has done
no more than register the notations of
a verbal mechanism that is as in-
comprehensible as it is insignificant.

For a book to be properly “read”
it must first be really “written”. If it
is true that the book is in decline this
is due not to the fact that the broad
general public does not read but to
the fact that they read books that have
not been “written” but merely printed.

A book, then, must be thought out
and created or it is not a book.
Indeed, the future of the book is bound
up with the poetry, creativeness,
descriptive power and imagery of the
writing. The future of the book will
be assured if we succeed in “writing”
books; it will perish if we content
ourselves with merely printing them. &
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by Alejo Carpentier
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REVERIES

OF

A SOLITARY
READER

MAN, with never-ending in-
genuity, with his unending urge to
build and destroy, ever critical, alert,
nonconformist, ever disposed to call
into question, has recently begun to
ask whether the book (and why not
consider its fantastic proliferation
throughout the world?) is not now in-
adequate as an instrument for the pro-
pagation of culture; whether it is not
destined to be replaced by more direct
means of information, with more im-
mediate message potential; by media
which are more complete because they
bring into play more organs of per-
ception, associate the audible and the
visible, music with image and the

ALEJO CARPENTIER of Cuba is one of the
great contemporary novelists of Latin America.
His many books have been translated in
22 lariguages and include, in English editions:
“The Kingdom of this World® (1957), “The
Lost Steps” (1957), “The War of Time" (1958),
all published by Knopf, New York, and
“Explosion In a Cathedral™ (Little Brown,
Boston, 1963). Carpentier Is a musicologist
and expert on the history of Cuban music.
He was formerly director of Cuba's national
publishing house in Havana and is currently
Counselior for Cultural Affairs at the Cuban
Embassy in Paris.

word; media whose speed in analyz-
ing a case, a fact or a conflict is un-
surpassable and whose immediate
actualization of an event can never be
matched by the printed word bound
in books and volumes.

Disturbing and arbitrary theories
have emerged because of this, support-
ing the thesis that culturally, the
cinema, journalism, television, which
appear to tell us more in fifty minutes,
in an hour or an hour and a half, are
more powerful than the book, the
novel or the essay which, being the
result of six or seven years of work,
force us to read and meditate for
several days—in the little time at our
disposal after daily occupations and
earning a living. “Voire”, as Panurge
would have said, driving his sheep into
the immense sea of hypothesis.

However, the strait-laced censors
adopt a different position, criticizing
with surprising ignorance as novelty,
as a-new phenomenon typical of the
evil spirit of the times in which we live,
the tastes of our century.

And to begin with the simplest in

order to proceed to more complex
matters, let us consider the lamenta-
tions and the anathema, which mem-
bers of the “Holy Office” of a certain
kind of culture utter against “comics”,
those comic strips which our children
like so much and which we older peo-
ple without children have also enjoyed
over the years.

This fashion for comic strips is
blamed for the fact that new genera-
tions are abandoning reading. But
those who argue in this way too eas-
ily forget that the spirit and technique
of the comic strip—that is, the narra-
tion of facts, by means of a succes-
sion of images in anticipation of the
cinema—was already perfectly dev-
eloped in the codices of Mexico which
narrate, through a sequence of scenes
and figures, the conquest and the
events leading up to the twilight of
the Aztec Empire. They show us
how La Malinche was dressed and the
costume worn by Cortes. And what
is the beautiful Bayeux tapestry but
a chronicle of the Norman conquest
of England, using the figurative tech-
niques of the comic strip?
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BOOKS IN THE THIRD WORLD (Continued)

All our eggs in one basket?

are aware of the fact that the printed
transcript is available now. Also that
such transcript can enable the younger
generation in these countries to expose
themselves to the history and culture
of their own people even as the
generations before them.

The advantages of the print medium
and of books are too well known
to be taken up here at any length in
such a short discussion. Print can
provide the required knowledge at a
time when the young people are
ready for it and when they are in the
mood to expose themselves to such
transcripts. That time is now. In
a more specific sense, print media can
be “consumed” when a person wants
to—and at the speed at which he is
able to learn. He can go back to it
if he needs to.

IT is also known that the
newer electronic media, because of the
very nature of their limitations, do not
have the advantages of freedom of ex-
posure in time and to a lesser extent,
in space. At this stage in their devel-
opment, the electronic media are also
not able to provide the depth necessary
for a fuller understanding of many of
the complicated techniques of society’s
production processes or of society's
human problems.

The leadership is therefore not
willing to burn up its present advant-
ages of the store of knowledge
available for transmission through
print because of the promised potential
of newer media whose ability to
transmit knowledge faster and more
effectively—and  “through all the
senses"—remains to be tested and
to be proved beyond reasonable doubt,
especially when one takes into account
the tremendous costs involved.

It should also be noted that if the
age of print is being overtaken by the
age of the electronic media in the
advanced countries, in large parts of
the rest of the world, the age of print
has not lived its full life. It should
also be noted that these countries are
even today in the stage of “oral
culture” and still “tribalized”. If the
problem of the developed countries
is to “re-tribalize” man, what of those
countries which have not been “de-
tribalized” in the first place?

We are talking of societies where
even young people are today un-
involved, non-participants and inactive
despite the existence of an “oral
culture” all around them—a state of
affairs which has been described as
stemming from the evils of the print
age. Will the introduction of an
electronic age directly without further
recourse to print, bring about a
different form of “tribalization™ which

will lead to involvement,
tion and action?

It is true that in the industrially
advanced countries, the advent of tele-
vision and its spectacular rise on the
communications scene led to wide-
spread conjecture that this must be
the final blow that would make the
book a relic of the past and return the
world to a speech and gesture civiliz-
ation. But the initial impact and rise
of television soon settled down to a
more reasonable plateau and it
became obvious to most people that
the book would survive,

participa-

The age of print to which such
premature obituaries have been
written elsewhere has not had its full
span of life in the developing societies.
If and when it has completed its tasks
and is willing to hand over its res-
ponsibilities to the newer media, these
societies will perhaps be willing to
accept the mortality of this medium,

Meanwhile, however, there are no
such signs of ageing; the book has
not even grown to its full potential
and right now those responsible for
its nurturing and for its development,
are busy with the problems connected
with the rearing of this “child”. Many
of these people are in fact the relat-
ively more educated young people
of these societies with their own
visions of the future. They are not
only the readers of the books, but
also the contributors. They are aware
that if they are to enlarge their own
sense of participation and involvement,
it is through the print media that
they can express themselves and that
they can multiply their messages to
a wider audience,

The electronic media cannot give
them these opportunities, because
they are limited by the very nature
of their transmission and also by the
controls to which they are invariably
subject. In the developing countries,
they are also invariably government
controlled and operated.

THESE young people are
also aware of the fact that the know-
ledge of their cultures as well of other
cultures is available to them in the
books in the libraries which are acces-
sible to them and from which they can
more easily retrieve the particular in-
formation they are looking for. Figures
on library usage conclusively prove
that the largest number of their users
are young people. This is only partly
the result of their immediate educ-
ational needs.

Such evidence of consumption of
print is not confined to the developing
countries. Partly it is true that the
educational system and the age at
which the educational experience is

being gained within the formal
structure, do have a bearing on these
figures of media consumption.

But what is the alternative, es-
pecially in the developing countries,
where print is by and large the only
available medium for information
retrieval? (We must also remember
that the leadership in many of these
societies is neither willing nor able
to throw its young generation on
the imported products of television
material produced in cultures vastly
different from their own, however
dedicated the leaders may be to the
achievement of that citizenship in the
“global village™. - The villages they
are immediately concerned with are
their own real villages in which young
people are growing up, often with
not even a sense of the “nation-
village™).

APART from exposure to the
printed medium in schools, libraries
and at home, these young people are
also active consumers of the electro-
nic media where they are available.
They realize that the media are comple-
mentary and supplementary to one
another, just as they know that their
fathers or their teachers may not be
the repositories of all wisdom. They
watch certain media at certain times
and go back and forth through all the
media that are available to them,

Unfortunately their choice is rel-
atively limited in the countries they
live in. They have to supplement what
little they learn from one medium by
whatever is available in the other.
Today they find that while the audio-
visual media are able to inform them
up to a point, they have to go to
the books to learn in depth and to
learn when they are in the mood.
Perhaps tomorrow they will be able
to get far more out of the audio-visual
media at the time and at the place
they happen to be in, but that is for
that uncertain tomorrow. Their prob-
lems are today’'s problems just as
their parents’ problems were yester-
day's.

As far as these young people are
concerned, human channels of com-
munication have existed since time
immemorial, the print media have also
existed since time immemorial, the
audio-visual media are today available
only to a lucky few and will perhaps
be available to more people in times
to come. The book, however, con-
tinues to surround them and was
available yesterday, is available today
and will be available in all the
tomorrows,

They see no signs on the horizon
of the dawn of universal television
or of widespread usage of computers,
let alone the death of books. |



___ Letters to the Editor

BOGOMIL SYMBOLISM

Sir,

With reference to your article on the
Bogomils (“The Stones with the Raised
Hands,” May 1971), may | point out that
figures depicted in the same attitude
exist in paintings in the catacombs of
Rome, dating from the days of the early
Christian church. In particular, a'woman
in prayer figures in a 4th century fresco
in the catacombs of Thrason and
another can be seen in the catacombs
of Priscilla. The latter is flanked by
two groups of smaller figures represent-
ing members of the family, recalling the
group reproduced on your centre pages.

With regard to the Bogomil carvings
of stags, | wonder whether they are a
mystic symbol based on Psalm 42:
“As the hart panteth after the water of
the brooks, so panteth my soul after
Thee, O God.”

R. Marcadet
Garches, France

CONTROVERSIAL QUESTIONS

Sir,

| am sixteen years old and find your
magazine interesting and full of ideas.
However, | wish you would devote
more space to controversial questions
such as the problem of drugs, youth's
place in society, the problems of immi-
grants, the exploitation of casual
labourers, sex education and many
other subjects of immediate concern
to modern society and thus to the youth
of today.

| want the “Unesco Courier” to be
not a “passive” magazine, but one
which points the way for the younger
generation with all its doubts and
uncertainties.

Anna Vincenti
Turin, Italy

PITTSBURGH'S ANTI-SMOKE
CAMPAIGN

It was pleasing to read in your July
1971 issue that Pittsburgh, U.S.A., has
made substantial progress in reducing
air pollution. But some of the favourable
changes would have been made whe-
ther or not there was a smoke control
law. For example, railroads were alrea-
dy converting from steam to diesel
because of economic reasons. More
importantly, there has been some back-
sliding. In many cases, the electrically-
propelled trolley cars have been replac-
ed by diesel buses.

Henry R. Korman
Washington, U.S.A.

While it is true that diesel and elec-
tric locomotives have now ousted steam
because they have proved to be more
efficient and cheaper to run, this was
not the case in 1941 when the Pitts-
burgh smoke abatement ordinance was
enacted. In 1943 there were nearly
43,000 steam locomotives and only
2,100 diesels in service in the United
States, and, in fact, the U.S. railroads
had more steam locomotives than dies-
els in service up until 1951. At first
the Pennsylvania Railroad, a major coal
haulier, opposed the Pittsburgh smoke
abatement ordinance, not only because

it feared a loss of revenue from coal
freight, but also because of the high
cost of converting coal-fired locomo-
tives to diesels as compared with the
more normal process of phasing out.
— Editor.

ANSWERS TO RACISM

Sir,

Sincere congratulations on your issue
dealing with racism (November 1971).
Well illustrated and clearly and intelli-
gibly presented, it will bring home the
problem to readers from every walk of
life. It is a remarkable contribution to
the fight against racial prejudice and
discrimination, and its stimulating
message that all men are brothers will
make a deep and lasting impression on
youth.

Albert Levy

Secretary General

Movement against Racism,
Anti-Semitism, and for Peace
Paris, France

‘YOUR ENVIRONMENT’

Sir,

In our Spring 1971 issue of “Your
Environment” we put on record our
particular regard for the “Unesco Cour-
ier” as a valuable source of environ-
mental Information. Your July 1971 issue,
including the Menton message, was most
interesting, as was its striking cover.
It is reassuring to see that a periodical
in which so many disparate interest
groups come together can yet speak
out strongly about problems which now
confront all of us together. Sectional
interests pale into insignificance by com-
parison with the global environmental
crisis which threatens the entire fabric
of life on earth. A common commitment
to the weilbeing of our planet may yet
bring about the worldwide community
toward which we are striving, and
toward which we must all look for sur-
vival and fulfilment.

Walter C. Patterson
Editor, “Your Environment”
London, England

“Your Environment”, a quarterly mag-
azine, is available from 10 Roderick
Road, London NW3 2NL, England. (One
year's subscription: £2 UK., $6 U.S.A)

TEACHING THE BLIND

Sir,

You will be interested in hearing that
since the article about Touch & Learn
Centers for the Blind appeared in the
“Unesco Courier” (May 1971), | have
been receiving letters from all over the
world.

It seems that the interest in the new
methods of blind education is very
great. People are mostly interested
in hearing about the new Thermoform
Machine, the geographic maps and my
method of teaching handwriting.

Elisabeth D. Freund

Former Curator

Overbrook School for the Blind
Philadelphia, U.S.A.

FROM THEORY TO PRACTICE

Sir,

As a United States citizen teaching
in Canada, | am frequently impressed
by the subtle differences in pedagogy
which | have observed. In my opinion,
we Americans tend to assume that all
of the exciting and worthwhile educa-
tional innovations must originate in the
States. My purpose in writing you this
letter is to call your attention to one
of the new ideas we are beginning to
export successfully to educators all
over the world.

“Elements” is a six-page newsletter
which distils the findings of recent and
significant educational research into a
concise form that is readable and
meaningful to elementary school
teachers and administrators. Each issue
highlights a specific area of instruction
at the elementary school level and the
articles contain many helpful sugges-
tions to teachers for translating the best
of current theory into practice,

Willard F. Reese
Editorial Assistant
“Elements”
Alberta, Canada

“Elements” is published monthly, from
September to April, by the Department
of Elementary Education, University of
Alberta, Edmonton, 7, Alberta, Canada.
(One year's subscription: $2.50.)

UTOPIAN DREAM?

Sir,

| recently came by chance across
your issue of November 1970, in which
Mr. Philip Noel-Baker states in his
article on “The Arms Race”; “..if a
Treaty of General Disarmament had
been made by a compromise between
Kennedy's and Khruschev's draft trea-
ties of 1962, the world would now enjoy
unbroken peace.”

It Is true that, if men did not exist,
there would be no wars; but unfortuna-
tely—or fortunately depending upon your
point of view—men do exist and, almost
from the cradle, begin fighting tooth
and nail among themselves.

Please spare us from the inept “If
onlys™ of utopian dreamers.

Y. Chabrier
Colombes, France

LOVE OF CHILDREN

Sir,

I heartily support the reader who
proposed (June 1971 letters page), an
issue of the “Unesco Courier” stressing
the need for love of children. Such
an issue should tell of heroes and
heroines of all nationalities who,
throughout the ages, have shown their
love of little ones. One very good
example would be the Japanese lay-
priest, cailigrapher and poet, Ryokan
San.

Sakuichiro Kanae
Tokyo, Japan
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