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Editorial

One of the highlights of 1987 has been the publication of Our Common
Future, the report of the independent World Commission on Environment and
Development, commissioned by the United Nations. “The environment,” says
the report, “is where we all live; and development is what we all do in
attempting to improve our lot within that abode. The two are inseparable.”

The report goes on to say that “the changes in human attitudes that we
call for depend on a vast campaign of education, debate and public
participation. This campaign must start now if sustainable human progress is
to be achieved.”

In this issue of the Unesco Courier we hope to further that campaign by
publishing extracts from a forthcoming report on Unesco’s Man and the
Biosphere (MAB) Programme, entitled Man Belongs to the Earth, in which a
serious attempt has been made to marry strict scientific accuracy with a style
accessible to the general reader.

The extracts published here do not by any means cover the entire range of
MAB activities. In particular, forests are deliberately not mentioned since we
shall be devoting a future issue of the Unesco Courier to this subject.

The extracts do, however, underline the message of the World

Commission on Environment and Development that development and
conservation of the environment, far from being incompatible, are inextricably
linked.

The year 1987 also marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of the
Georgian writer and poet llya Chavchavadze and the 100th anniversary of
the birth of Les Kurbas, founder of Soviet Ukrainian theatre. To conclude this
issue, we publish articles on the life and work of these two men, each of
whom played their part in the enrichment of world culture.

Cover: Man’s partnership with nature and the progress being made along the road to
sustainable development are symbolized by this view of farmland near Ruijin, in the grain-
rich province of Kiangsi, in the middle Yangtze region of China.
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The environmental section of this issue was
compiled in association with Malcolm Hadley,
of Unesco’s Division of Ecological Sciences,
and Howard Brabyn, science writer and former
editor of the English edition of the Unesco
Courier. .
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