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Official abolition of slavery
SIGHIFICANT DATES

1793: San Domingo (Haiti).

1794: 4 February, the Convention, France’s revolutionary
assembly, adopts a decree abolishing slavery in all the French
colonies.

1802: Napoleon Bonaparte restores the slave trade and slavery
in the French colonies.

1804: 1 January, San Domingo proclaims its independence as
Haiti. ‘

1807: Great Britain and, later, Denmark prohibit vessels flying
under their national flags to participate in the slave trade.
1807: The United States of America abolishes the slave trade.
1815: The Congress of Vienna. The European nations
participating in the Congress ratify the decision to abolish the
slave trade but reserve the right to set a deadline for its
application. The illegal Atlantic slave trade still goes on.

1822: San Domingo

1823: Chile.

1826: Bolivia.

1829: Mexico.

1833-1838: British colonies.

1843: India. However, slaves are not emancipated.

1846: Tunisia.

1846-1848: The Danish Virgin Islands (St. Croix, St. John and St.

Thomas).

1847: The Ottoman Empire prohibits the slave trade in the Gulf
and closes public slave-markets in Constantinople.

1847: St. Barthélemy (then a Swedish colony).

1848: The French colonies.

1851: Colombia and Ecuador.

1853: Argentina.

1854: Venezuela.

1855: Peru.

1863: The Dutch Caribbean colonies of Curagao, Bonaire, Aruba,
Saba, St. Eustatius, the Dutch part of St. Martin, and Dutch
Guiana (Suriname).

1865: The United States of America.

1869: Portugal.

1873: Puerto Rico. Application of the Moret law adopted by the
Spanish Cortes.

1880-1886: In Cuba, progressive application of the Moret law,
after a period of gradual emancipation following the Ten Years'
War of Independence (1868-1878).

1885: The Berlin Conference: Britain, France, Austria, Germany,
Russia, Spain, Portugal, Holland, Belgium, Italy, Sweden,
Denmark and the United States agree to “help in suppressing
slavery”, although no direct measures are taken against the
slave trade in Africa.

1888: Braxzil. Slaves in the country’s provinces were gradually
emancipated during the second half of the 19th century.

1896: Sierra Leone.

1896: Madagascar.

1897: Zanzibar.

1900: Nigeria (in the British-occupied parts of the country).
1926: In Geneva, 44 countries ratify the Slavery Convention of
the League of Nations.

1928: Iran

1942: Ethiopia.

1952: Qatar

1962: Saudi Arabia.

1981: Mauritania.
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