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i 
IA) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose : Ville de Ouro Preto 

Lieu: Etat de Minas Gerais 

Eta t partie: Bresil 

IDate: 

I 

IB) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que Ie bien cul turel propose soi t 
inclus a la Liste du patrirr:oine 
rrondial. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Situee a 513 KIn au nord de Rio de Janeiro, 
Ouro Preto (Or noir) a ete Ie centre prin­
cipal de toute l'epcque appelee"age d'or du 
Bresil" . D' abord appelee Vila Rica, cette 
ville occupa tIDe place preponderante dans 
l'histoire bresilienne du 18ffie siecle. EIIE 
fut creee par des milliers d' aventuriers 
esperant s' enrichir rapiderrent par 1 I ex­
ploi tation des giserrents auriferes; ils 
furent sui vis d I tm grand nombre d I artistes 
qui vinrent s'y installer et realiser des 
oeuvres d I une quali te rerna:rquable tel 1 'e­
glise sao Francisco d'Assis par l'Aleija­
dihno. 

Par ses eglises, son architecture urbaine 
sin'ple mais imaginative, ses ponts, ses fon­
taines et ses paysages, Ouro Preto consti­
tue tm heri~ge sans egal. C'est son carac­
tere global et son harogeneite qui en font 
tm terroignage culturel tmique. Elle est 
d I interet local en tant que premiere capi ta-
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A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomina tion: Town of Ouro Preto 

Loca tion: State of Minas C'"erais 

State party: Brazil 

Date: 

B) ICOHOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the naninated cultural property 
be included to the W:>rld Heritage 
List. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Lcx:::ated 513 kIn north of Rio de Janeiro, 
Ouro Preto (Black Gold) was the main fo­
cal point of all the period called "the 
golden age of Brazil". Originally called 
Vila Rica, this city played a leading r0-

le in Brazil I s history of the 18th centu­
ry. It was created by thousands of sol­
diers of forttme eager to enrich themsel­
ves by exploiting the gold deposits; they 
v.ere follov.ed by a great number of ar­
tists who carre to settle and achieve WO:rK.E 

of an outstanding quail ty such as the sao 
Francisco of Assis church by the Aleija­
dihno. 

Ouro Preto is considered an tmequaled he­
ri tage because of its churches, its sin'ple 
but original urban architecture, its brid­
ges, its fotmtains and its setting. It 
is mainly its overall harogeneity and 
global character that make it a tmique 
cultural property. As first capital of 



Ie du Minas, d' interet national en tant 
que centre minier de I' eJ?CXlUe de I' or, et 
d'interet international en tant que centre 
d' architecture baroque d' une valeur ex­
ceptionnelle. 

Ouro Preto represente une realisation 
artistique et urbanistique unique et de 
de fait, nous reccmrmldons son inscription 
a la Liste du patrinoine rrondial en vertu 
des criteres 1 et 3 de la Convention. 

IN'l'EGRITE, AUTHENTICITE EI' EI'AT DE 
PRESERVATION . 

La. ville d' Ouro Preto fait I' objet d' at­
tention speciale de tous les gouveme­
nents ayant une part de responsabili te 
dans sa preservation iI' UNESCO a subven­
tionne plusieurs etudes en vue de la con­
servation et de la mise en valeur de cet­
te ville. 

Cependant, la ville subit regw.iererrent 
les consequences de glissercents de ter­
rains provoques par des pluies dilu­
viennes; Ie site et ses rronmrents his­
toriques sant rrenaces par I' :implanta­
tion projetee d' un canplexe siderurgique 
linportant et des garanties particulieres 
devraient etre exigees aupres du gouver­
nernent bresilien pour la protection de 
ce bien cul turel. 

the state of Minas, Ouro Preto is of 
local interest; as mining center of the 
Golden Age of Brazil, it is of national 
interest, and as unique centre of bar0-
que architecture, it is of outstanding 
universal value. 

Ouro Preto is a unique artistic and ur­
banistic IPaSter piece and is recormended 
for inclusion to the WOrld Heritage List 
under criteria 1 and 3 of the Convention. 

INTffiRITY, AUTHENTICITY AND STATE OF 
PRESERVATION 

Ouro Preto is perticularclu well looked 
after by the various gOveI!lIt'eIlts respon­
sible for its preservation; UNEOCO has 
Sf.Onsored various studies for the preser­
vation and developrent of this city. 

Nevertheless, Ouro Preto suffers regularly 
fran land-slides due to torrential rains; 
the site and the historical rronmrents are 
threatened by an i.rrp:>rtant projected iron­
works factory, and special protection 
rreasures should be requested fran the 
Brazilian goverrnrent for this cultural 
property. 

ICG1OS, Paris, 1980.05 



9.23 Vue panoramique sur Ie Musee de l'lnconfidencia 
et Eglise de Carmo 

9.19 Eglise du Rosario 
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