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WORLD HERITAGE LIST N°® 433

A) IDENTIFICATION

Nomination : Bahla Fort

Location : the Interior

State Party : Oman

Date : December 23, 1986

B) 1ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION

That the inclusion of the proposed cultural property on the World
Heritage List be deferred.

C) JUSTIFICATION

At the foot of Djebel Akhdar (3018 m) lie the fortresses of
Rustaq to the north, and Izki, Nizwa and Bahla to the south
which, having all been capitals at some time in their history,
have played an important role in the history of Oman. It was here
that the Kharijite communities resisted all attempts at
"normalization" by Caliph Harun al-Rashid, and put into practice
their religious concepts which were at once radically puritanical
and democratic.

The oasis of Bahla owed its prosperity to the Banu Nabhan who, from
the middle of the 12th century to the end of the 15th century,
imposed their rule on the other tribes. Only the ruins of what
was a glorious past now remain in this magnificent mountain site.
Built on a stone base, the adobe walls and towers of the immense
fort probably include some structural elements of the pre-Islamic
period, but the major part of the construction dates from the
prosperous times of the Banu Nabhan with the latest
reconstruction dating from the beginning of the 16th century. At
the foot of the fort, to the southwest, lies the Friday Mosque
with its beautiful sculpted mihrab probably dating back to the
l4th century.

These monuments are inseparable from the small town of Bahla and
its suq, its palm grove and its adobe ramparts which surround the
oasis, covering nearly 12 kms, and is a remarkable work with its
towers, doors and its underground irrigation channels.

ICOMOS shares the concern of the UNESCO experts, who since 1977
have been unanimous in evoking the rapid delapidation of the Bahla
monuments, all of which are in a critical state. The fort has
never been restored, thereby representing a remarkable example of
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authenticity, and is not protected by any conservation measures;
meanwhile great chunks of wall collapse each year after the rainy
Season.,

The terrace of the Mosque had not undergone maintenance work, and
it collapsed between 1981 and 1983, causing the arches to cave

in and the wall plastering to be torn away, thus endangering the
mihrab in the building, which the Ibadite community has abandoned
in favour of the new mosque. A detailed survey was made in 1977
by the Archaeology Department, but the restoration work on the
outer wall of the oasis has been delayed due to a lack of funds.

ICOMOS' reticence to include the Fort of Bahla on the World
Heritage List can be explained, to a certain extent, by this very
serious situation. This restrictive nomination (the town, the
mosque, the suq, the oasis and its surrounding wall are not
included) could be deferred.

ICOMOS suggests that the following approaches be examined :

- either a global nomination including the oasis and the Fort of

Bahla (noting that the oasis of Al Hamra presents a more coherent
and better preserved system of traditional dwellings, irrigation

and agriculture),

- or a nomination which would group together a characteristic
selection of forts in the Oman Sultanate : in which case the
ruins of Bahla would be included with the forts of Rustagq,
Jabrin, Bilad Bani Bu Ali and the two Portuguese forts in the Bay
of Muscat in bearing witness to the rich, multi-secular, military
architectural heritage (a similar nomination for the Forts of
Ghana was decided in 1979).

ICOMOS, April 1987
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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL N° 433

A) IDENTIFICATION

Bien ptoposé ¢ Fort de Bahla

Lieu : region de l'Intérieur

Etat partie : Oman

Date : 23 Décembre 1986

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS

Que l'inscriptign sur la Liste du Patrimoine mondial du bien
culturel propose soit differee.

C) JUSTIFICATION

Au pied du Djebel Akhdar (3018m), les places-fortes ou les
communautes kharijites qui resisterent aux tentatives de
"normalisation" du calife Harun al-Rashid mirent en pratique
leurs conceptions religieuses a la fois rigoristes et
democratiques ont joue un role important dans l'histoire d’Oman :
Rustaq, au nord, Izki, Nizwa et Bahla, au sud, furent toutes, a
quelque moment, des capitales.

L'oasis de Bahla dut sa prosperite aux Banu Nabhan qui, du milieu
du XITe a la fin du XVe siecle, imposerent leur pouvoir aux
autres tribus. Dans un magnifique site de montagne, seules des
ruines permettent aujourd'hui d'evoquer ce passe prestigieux.
L'immense chateau qui dresse sur un soubassement de pierre ses
murailles et ses tours en brique crue integre probablement dans
ses structures quelques eléments d'époque pré-islamique, mais il
date pour l'essentiel de la periode faste des Banu Nabhan et fut
reconstruit pour 1la derniere fois au debut du XVIe siecle. A ses
pieds, au sud- ouest, se voit 1la mosquee du Vendredi dont le tres
beau mihrab sculpte daterait du XIVe siecle.

Ces monuments sont indissociables de la petite ville de Bahla et
de son souk, de la palmeraie et du rempart en brique crue qui
entoure l'oasis sur pres de 12km, ,ouvrage remarquable flanque de
tours, perce de portes et traversé en sous-oeuvre par des canaux
d'irrigation.

L'ICOMOS partage les préoccupations exprimees depuis 1977 par les
experts de 1'UNESCO, unanimes a noter la dégradation rapide des
monuments de Bahla, qui sont tous dans un etat critique. Le fort,
qui n'a jamais éte restaure et presente donc un caractere
d'authenticitée remarquable, ne bénéficie d'aucune politique
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conservatoire et, chaque année, aprés les périodes des pluies,
des pans entiers de murs s'effondrent.

Entre 1981 et 1983, 1la terrasse de la mosquee, non entretenue,
s'est effondree, provoquant l'écroulement des arcs et

1! arrachement des enduits muraux, mettant en peril le mihrab dans
un batiment que la communauteé ibadite délaisse au profit de la
nouvelle mosquée. Quant au mur d'enceinte de l'oasis, dont le
Département de 1'Archeologie a fait executer un relevé tres
complet en 1977, sa restauration n'a pu progresser, faute de
credits suffisants.

Cette situation preoccupante explique dans une certaine mesure
1'avis reserve de 1'ICOMOS sur l'inscription du fort de Bahla.
Cette proposition restrictive (la ville, la mosquee, le souk,
l'oasis et son rempart ne sont pas concernes) pourrait etre
difféerée.

L'ICOMOS suggére que soient etudices :

- soit une proposition globale d'insecription de l'oasis et du
fort de Bahla (tout en observant que l'oasis d'Al Hamra montre un
systeme plus coherent et mieux conservé d'habitations
traditionnelles, d'irrigations et de cultures),

- soit une proposition regroupant une selection caractéristique
de forts du Sultanat d'Oman : la ruine de Bahla pourrait alors
témoigner, a cote de Rustaq, de Jabrin, de Bilad Bani Bu Ali et
des deux forts portugais de la baie de Mascate, d'un riche
patrimoine d'architecture militaire, multiseculaire (une
inscription analogue concernant les Forts du Ghana a ete decideée
en 1979).

ICOMOS, Avril 1987
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INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL ON MONUMENTS AND STTES
CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DES MONUMENTS ET DES SITES
CONSEIJO INTERNACIONA L D E MONUMENTOS Y SEFT1HOS
MEX TVHAPOIHBI COBET MO BOMPOCAM MAMATHHKOB H JIOCTONPHMEYATEILHBLIX MECT
WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 433

A) IDENTIFICATION

Nomination @ Bahla Fort

Location : the Interior

State Party : Oman

Date : December 23, 1986

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION

That the proposed cultural property be included on the World
Heritage List on the basis of criterion IV.

C) JUSTIFICATION

At the foot of Djebel Akhdar (3018 m) lie the fortresses of
Rustaq to the north, and Izki, Nizwa and Bahla to the south
which, having all been capitals at some time in their history,
have played an important role in the history of Oman. It was here
that the Kharijite communities resisted all attempts at
"ncrmalization' by Caliph Harunm al-Rashid, and put into practice
their religious concepts which were at once radically puritanical
and democratic.

The oasis of Bahla owed its prosperity to the Banu Nabhan who, from
the middle of the 12th century to the end of the 15th century,
imposed their rule on the other tribes. Only the ruins of what
was a glorious past now remain in this magnificent mountain site.
Built on a stone base, the adobe walls and towers of the immense
fort probably include some structural elements of the pre-Islamic
period, but the major part of the construction dates from the
prosperous times of the Banu Nabhan with the latest
reconstruction dating from the beginning of the 16th century. At
the foot of the fort, to the southwest, lies the Friday Mosque
with 3ts beautiful sculpted mihrab probably dating back to the
14th century.

These monuments are inseparable from the small town of Bahla and
{ts suq, its palm grove and its adobe ramparts which surround the

.. oasls, covering nearly 12 kms, and is a remarkable work with its

towers, doors and its underground irrigation channels.

‘5,ICOMOS shares the concern of the UNESCO experts, who since 1977

Wave been unanimous in evoking the rapid delapidation of the Bahla
monuments, all of which are in a critical state. The fort has

“““never been restored, thereby representing a remarkable example of

vk BN YR LY N . AT s Y e e M EIYY I Y AN Y NI Y/ I LTN, YA TTD AL T DA L™



authenticity, and is not protected by any conservation measures;
meanwhile great chunks of wall collapse each year after the rainy
season.

The terrace of the Mosque had not undergone maintenance work, and
it collapsed between 1981 and 1983, causing the arches to cave

in and the wall plastering to be torn away, thus endangering the
mihrab in the building, which the Ibadite community has abandoned
in favour of the new mosque. A detailed survey was made in 1977
by the Archaeology Department, but the restoration work on the
outer wall of the oasis has been delayed due to a lack of funds.

ICOMOS' reticence to include the Fort of Bahla on the World
Heritage List could be explained, to a certain extent, by this
very serious situation. This restrictive nomination (the town,
the mosque, the suq, the oasis and its surrounding wall were not
included) had to be deferred.

ICOMOS suggested that the following approcaches be examined :

- either a global nomination including the oasis and the Fort of

Bahla (noting that the oasis of Al Hamra presents a more coherent
and better preserved system of traditional dwellings, irrigation

and agriculture), .

-~ or a nomination which would group together a characteristic
selection of forts in the Oman Sultanate : in which case the
ruins of Bahla would be included with the forts of Rustagq,
Jabrin, Bilad Bani Bu Ali and the two Portuguese forts in the Bay
of Muscat in bearing witness to the rich, multi-secular, military
architectural heritage (a similar nomination for the Forts of
Ghana was decided in 1979).

The first of these two suggestions received a favorable answer
from the Omani Government by letter of September 7, 1987.
ICOMOS recommends Iinscription of the oasis of Bahla with its
architectural ensemble on the basis of criterion IV.

ICOMOS, October 1987
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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL N° 433

A) IDENTIFICATION

Bien proposé : .Fort de Bahla

Lieu 3 region de 1'Interieur

Etat partie : Oman

Date : 23 Décembre 1986

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS

Que le bien culturel propose soit 1nscrit sur la Liste du
Patrimoine mondial au titre du critere IV.

C) JUSTIFICATION

Au pied du Djebel Akhdar (3018m), les places-fortes ou les
communautés kharijites qui résisterent aux tentatives de
"normalisation" du calife Harun al- ~Rashid mirent en pratique
leurs conceptions religieuses a la fois rigoristes et
democratiques ont joue un role important dans l'histoire d'Oman
Rustaq, auw nord, Izki, Nizwa et Bahla, au sud, furent toutes, a
quelque moment, des capitales.

L'oasis de Bahla dut sa prosperite aux Banu Nabhan qui, du milieu
du XIIe a la fin du XVe siecle, imposerent leur pouvoir aux
autres tribus. Dans un magnifique site de montagne, seules des
ruines permettent aujourd'hui d'evoquer ce passe prestigieux.
L'immense chateau qui dresse sur un soubassement de pierre ses
murailles et ses tours en brique crue 1ntegre probablement dans
gses structures quelques elements d' epoque pre islamique, mais il
date pour l'essentiel de la periode faste des Banu Nabhan et fut
reconstruit pour la derniere fois au debut du XVIe siecle. A ses
pieds, au sud-ouest, se voit la mosquee du Vendredi dont le tres
beau mihrab sculpte daterait du XIVe siecle.

Ces monuments sont indissociables de la petite ville de Bahla et
de son souk, de la palmeraie et du rempart en brique crue qui
entoure l'oasis sur pres de 12km, ouvrage remarquable flanque de
tours, percée de portes et traverse en sous-oeuvre par des canaux
d'irrigation.

"L'ICOMOS partage les preoccupations exprimees depuis 1977 par les

_experts de 1'UNESCO, unanimes a noter la degradation rapide des

fmonuments de Bahla, qui sont tous dans un etat critique. Le fort,
qui n'a jamais été restaure et presente donc un caractere
ﬁd'authenticite remarquable, ne beneficie d'aucune politique
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conservatoire et, chaque annee, aprés les périodes des pluies,
des pans entiers de murs s'effondrent.

Entre 1981 et 1983, 1la terrasse de la mosquée, non entretenue,
s'est effondree, provoquant l'ecroulement des arcs et
l'arrachement des enduits muraux, mettant en peril 1le mihrab dans
un batiment que la communauté ibadite delaisse au profit de la
nouvelle mosquee. Quant au mur d'enceinte de 1l'oasis, dont le
Departement de 1'Archéologie = fait exécuter un relevé tres
complet en 1977, sa restauration n'a pu progresser, faute de
credits suffisants.

Cette situation préoccupante a expliqué dans une certaine mesure
1'avis reserve de 1'ICOMOS sur l'inscription du fort de Bahla.
Cette proposition restrictive (la ville, 1la mosquee, le souk,
l'oasis et son rempart n ‘etaient pas concernés) devait etre
differee.

L'ICOMOS a suggére que soient étudiees

- soit une proposition globale d'inscription de l'oasis et du
fort de Bahla (tout en observant que l'oasis d'Al Hamra montre un
systéme plus cohérent et mieux conservé d'habitations
traditionnelles, d'irrigations et de cultures),

-~ soit une proposition regroupant une selection caracteristique
de forts du Sultanat d'Oman : la ruine de Bahla pourrait alors
temoigner, a cote de Rustaq, de Jabrin, de Bilad Bani Bu Ali et
des deux forts portugais de la baie de Mascate, d'un riche
~patrimoine d'architecture militaire, multiseculaire (une
inscription analogue concernant les Forts du Ghana a ete decidee
en 1979).

La premiére de ces deux suggestions ayant regu une réponse
favorable du gouvernement Omanais par lettre du 7 septembre 1987,
1'ICOMOS recommande l'inscriplion de l'oasis de Bahla et du
complexe monumental qu'elle abrite au titre du critere 1IV.

ICOMOS, Octobre 1987
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