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AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 
SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Third Session

Istanbul, Turkey, 4 to 8 November 2008
DECISIONS
DECISION 3.COM 1

The Committee,

1. Having examined document ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/1;

2. Recalling Articles 31 and 16 of the Convention;
3. Also recalling paragraphs 34-42 of the Operational Directives, adopted by the   General Assembly of the States Parties at its second session (Resolution 2.GA 5);

4. Incorporates in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity the 90 items proclaimed ‘Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity’ before the entry into force of the Convention, as listed in document ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/1;
5. Requests the Director General to invite States non party having present on their territory incorporated Masterpieces to consent explicitly in writing to accept the rights and assume the obligations arising from the Convention, while respecting the conditions and deadlines provided for in the Operational Directives;
6. Calls on the States non party to the Convention so concerned to consider ratifying it as soon as possible, in accordance with Articles 32 and 33 therein.

DECISION 3.COM 2
The Committee, 

1. Having examined document ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/2;
2. Adopts the Agenda of its third ordinary session as annexed to this Decision. 

	Agenda of the third session of the Committee

	Agenda item:
	Document:

	1.
	Opening of the session
	

	 
	Incorporation of items proclaimed Masterpieces in the Representative List
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/1

	2.
	Adoption of the agenda   
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/2

	3.
	Replacement of the Rapporteur
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/3

	4.
	Admission of observers to the present session
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/4

	5.
	Adoption of the Summary Records of the second extraordinary and the third extraordinary sessions of the Committee
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/5

	6.
	Draft Operational Directives for the use of the emblem of the Convention
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/6

	7.
	Draft Operational Directives on visibility
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/7

	8.
	Draft Operational Directives on the means to increase the resources of the Intangible Heritage Fund
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/8

	9.
	Accreditation of non-governmental organizations
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/9

	10.
	Procedure for the examination of nomination files for the Urgent Safeguarding List and international assistance requests
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/10

	11.
	Establishment of the subsidiary body for the examination of nominations for the Representative List 
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/11

	12.
	Issue of admission of observers 
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/12

	13.
	Date and venue of the next session of the Committee
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/13

	14.
	Election of the members of the Bureau of the fourth session of the Committee
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/14

	15.
	Any other business
	

	16.
	Closing of the session: Report by the Rapporteur and adoption of the list of decisions
	

	Information documents:

	General information
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/INF.1

	Provisional timetable 
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/INF.2

	Provisional List of Participants
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/INF.3

	Provisional list of NGOs, non-profit making institutions and experts
	ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/INF.4


DECISION 3.COM 3

The Committee, 

1. Having examined document ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/3;

2. Recalling Decision 2.COM 16;

3. Also recalling Article 6, paragraph 1, of the Convention;

4. Further recalling Rule 49 of the Rules of Procedure;

5. Decides to suspend Rule 16 of its Rules of Procedure, and accepts the proposal of Gabon to designate Ms Hortense Nguema Okome (Gabon) as Rapporteur for this session.

DECISION 3.COM 4  
The Committee,
1. Having examined Document  ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/4; 
2. Recalling its Decisions 2.COM 4 and 2.EXT.COM 15;
3. Welcomes the participation as observers to its third session of the following States and intergovernmental organizations:
· South Africa
· Austria
· Bahrain 
· Benin
· Denmark 
· Irak 
· Kuwait 
· Poland
· Democratic Republic of the Congo 
· Czech Republic 
· Thailand
· UNICRI

· Communauté économique des Etats d’Afrique de l’Ouest (CEDEAO)
· ISESCO
4. Authorizes the participation as observers to its third session of the following non-governmental organizations and non-profit-making institutions:  

· Association des Lauréats de l’Institut National des Sciences de l’Archéologie et du patrimoine (ALINSAP) 

· Association du Théâtre folklorique de Roumanie et de la République de Moldavie 

· Associazione Nazionale Città della Terra Cruda 

· Centro de Estudios Borjanos 

· Association de Nasreddin Hodja et du Tourisme 

· Centro UNESCO de Catalunya 

· Centro UNESCO de la Comunidad de Madrid

· Centro UNESCO Melilla 

· Centre UNESCO de Saint Sebastien 

· Chinese National Academy of Arts 

· CIOFF 

· CIOFF – Bulgaria
· Comité Colbert 
· Conservatorio del Patrimonio de la Cultura Gastronomica Mexicana

· Flemish Interface for Cultural Heritage – FARO 

· International Association for Falconry and Conservation of Birds of Prey (IAF) 

· Gazi University Turkish Folk Sciences 

· International Council of Museums (ICOM) 

· International Council for Traditional Music 

· Maison des Cultures du Monde 

· Mediterranean Diet Foundation 

· Patronat del Misteri d’Elx 

· Prometra International 

· Società Geografica Italiana ONLUS 

· Teruel Existe

· Traditions Pour Demain 

· UNIMA National Center of Turkey 

· Union of Cultural Centers (Chitalishta)

· World Martial Arts Union (WoMAU)

DECISION 3.COM 5 

The Committee,

1. Having examined document ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/5;
2. Adopts the summary records of the second extraordinary session and the third extraordinary session included in document ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/5.   
DECISION 3.COM 6

The Committee, 
1. Recalling Resolutions 2.GA 5 and 2.GA 9 bis of the General Assembly;

2. Taking into account the unique character of the Convention and the need to further reflect on the possible effects of different uses of the emblem of the Convention on its image at the local and community level; 

3. Expresses appreciation for the work of the Working Group chaired by Italy;

4. Decides to accept the working document of the Working Group as the basis of discussions at its next session;

5. Further decides to continue the discussion of the directives concerning the use of the emblem of the Convention at its next session with a view to make a recommendation to the 3rd session of the General Assembly in this regard. 

AGENDA ITEM 7: VISIBILITY

The Committee did not adopt draft Decision 3.COM 7, and decided to continue the debate on visibility at its next session. State Parties will be invited to send to the Secretariat their views on this item by the end of April 2009.
DECISION 3.COM 8

The Committee, 
1. Having examined document ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/8;
2. Recalling Article 7 (d) and Chapter VI of the Convention concerning the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund;
3. Further recalling Resolution 2.GA 5;
4. Decides to finalize at its next session Paragraph 10 of the Operational Directives so as to submit the entire text of the directives on the means to increase the resources of the Fund as annexed to this decision to the General Assembly, for approval at its third session. 

	Draft operational directives on the means to increase the resources of the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund  

	Donors
	

	1.
	The Committee welcomes contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund [“the Fund”] aimed at reinforcing the capacities of the Committee to execute its functions. 
	

	2.
	The Committee welcomes such contributions from the United Nations and its specialized agencies and programmes, in particular the United Nations Development Programme, and from other international organizations. The Committee also encourages States Parties to the Convention and other States to provide voluntary contributions to the Fund. The Committee further welcomes contributions to the Fund from public and private bodies and individuals.
	Articles 25.3,  26.1 and 27 



	3.
	The Committee encourages the establishment of national, public and private foundations or associations aimed at promoting the objectives of the Convention, and welcomes their contributions to the Intangible Heritage Fund.
	

	4.
	The Committee calls upon States Parties to lend their support to international fundraising campaigns organized for the benefit of the Fund under the auspices of UNESCO.
	Article 28

	Conditions
	

	5.
	No political, economic or other conditions which are incompatible with the objectives of the Convention may be attached to contributions made to the Fund. 
	Article 25.6

	6.
	No contributions may be accepted from entities whose activities are not compatible with the aims and principles of the Convention, with existing international human rights instruments, with the requirements of sustainable development or with the requirements of mutual respect among communities, groups and individuals. The Secretariat may decide to put specific cases of contributions before the Committee.
	Article 2.1

	7.
	Voluntary contributions to the Intangible Cultural Heritage Fund are governed in accordance with the Fund’s financial regulations, the Guidelines for the use of the Fund, drawn up by the General Assembly, and the Plans for the use of the resources of the Fund that are periodically prepared by the Committee. In particular, the following provisions apply to voluntary contributions to the Fund: 

a. Donors have no direct influence on the use that the Committee will make of their contribution to the Fund; 

b. No individual narrative or financial reporting is provided to the donor; 

c. Agreements are reached by a simple exchange of letters between the Secretariat and the donor.
	Article 25.4

	8.
	Voluntary contributions may be made following the model letter attached to these Operational Directives in annex ***. Information on the procedures to follow for providing voluntary contributions is also available at www.unesco.org/culture/ich or by writing to fundich@unesco.org. 
	

	Benefits for donors 
	

	9.
	The Secretariat shall annually inform the Committee about the voluntary contributions provided to the Fund. The Committee shall provide visibility, if so wished by the donors, to these contributions. Voluntary contributions will also be made known on the website of the Convention. 
	

	10.
	The Committee at its next session will submit its recommendations to the General Assembly about the forms of recognition to be given to the contributors to the Intangible Heritage Fund. 
	

	11.
	States Parties are encouraged to consider the possibility of recognizing private voluntary contributions to the Fund as eligible to benefit from fiscal mechanisms that motivate such voluntary financial contributions, such as tax benefits or other forms of public policy instruments defined by national law.
	


DECISION 3.COM 9 

The Committee,
1. Having examined Document  ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/9; 
2. Recalling Article 9 of the Convention and Chapter 3.2.2 of the Operational Directives;
3. Further recalling Resolution 2.GA 6;
4. Decides that the following organizations satisfy the criteria set out in the above-mentioned Directives and recommends to the General Assembly that they be accredited to provide advisory services to the Committee: 
· Arunodaya kala mahila mandali

· Asia/Pacific Cultural Centre for UNESCO 

· Associatia Teatrului Folcloric din România si Republica Moldova / Association du Théâtre Folklorique de Roumanie et de la République de Moldavie 

· جمعية لقاءات للتربية والثقافات / Association Cont'Act pour l'Education et les Cultures

· Association Nationale Cultures et Traditions

· Associazione Extra Moenia 

· Associazione Musa - Musiche, Canti e Danze tradizionali delle Quattro Province / Musa Association - Music, Songs and traditional Dances from "Four Provinces"

· Bhartiya Lok Kala Mandal / Institute of Folk Arts and Culture

· Center for Traditional Music and Dance

· Centre des Musiques et Danses Traditionnelles et Populaires de la Guadeloupe 

· Centre UNESCO de Catalunya / Centre UNESCO de Catalogne

· Centro Daniel Rubín de la Borbolla a.c. / Daniel Rubín de la Borbolla Center, a.c.

· Centro de Estudios Borjanos de la Institución "Fernando el Católico" / Centre d'Études Borjanos de l'Institution “Fernando el Católico"

· Centro UNESCO de la Ciudad Autónoma de Melilla / Centre pour l’UNESCO à Melilla

· Centro UNESCO de Navarra / Centre UNESCO de la Navarre

· Centro UNESCO de San Sebastián / Centre UNESCO de Saint Sebastien

· Chambre des Beaux Arts de Méditerranée

· Chinese Arts and Crafts Institute

· CIOFF България / CIOFF Bulgaria

· Comité Colbert 

· Conservatorio de la Cultura Gastronómica Mexicana S.C. / Conservatoire de la Culture Gastronomique Mexicaine SC

· Craft Revival Trust

· Dastum
· Dhrupud Sansthan Bhopal Nyas / Dhrupad Institute Bhopal Trust

· FARO. Vlaams steunpunt voor cultureel erfgoed vzw / FARO. Flemish Interface for Cultural Heritage

· Federatie van Vlaamse Historische Schuttersgilden / Federation of Flemish Historical Guilds

· Fundación Dieta Mediterránea / Mediterranean Diet Foundation

· Goa Heritage Action Group

· Heemkunde Vlaanderen vzw / The Association for the Study of Local History in Flanders
· Iniziative Demo-Etno-Antropologiche e di Storia Orale in Toscana – IDAST / Folkloric, Ethnographic, Anthropological and Oral Historic Initiatives in Tuscany – IDAST

· Instituut voor Vlaamse Volkskunst vzw

· Interactividad Cultural y Desarrollo A.C. / Cultural Interactivity and Development, A.C.

· International Association for Falconry and Conservation of Birds of Prey (IAF)

· International Council for Traditional Music / Conseil international de la musique traditionnelle

· International Council of Museums / Conseil international des musées
· International Council on Monuments and Sites / Conseil International des Monuments et des Sites

· International Social Science Council / Conseil international des Sciences sociales

· Jaipur Virasat Foundation

· Korea Cultural Heritage Foundation

· Madhukali

· Norwegian Crafts Development / Norsk Handverksutvikling

· PROMETRA International
· Rådet for folkemusikk og folkedans / Norwegian Council for Traditional Music and Traditional Dance

· Regional Resources Centre for Folk Performing Arts 

· Sanskriti Pratisthan

· Società Italiana per la Museografia ed i Beni DemoEtnoAntropologici / Italian Society for Ethnographic Museum Studies and Heritage

· Société Internationale d'Ethnologie et de Folklore / International Society for Ethnology and Folklore

· Tamilnadu Rural Arts Development Centre

· Traditions pour Demain / Traditions for Tomorrow

· Vrinda Kathak Kendra
· World Martial Arts Union

5. Asks the Secretariat to review the application presented by Conseil international des radios télévisions d'expression française (CIRTEF), Società Geografica Italiana ONLUS and UNESCO Etxea: Centro UNESCO Euskal Herria and provide technical advice on their admissibility for accreditation, taking into account the positive verbal recommendations by some members of the Committee and any supplementary information provided by the three above-mentioned NGOs;
6. Advises the Secretariat in future to submit detailed technical advice on those NGOs that do not appear to fulfil the relevant criteria outlined in the Operational Directives regarding accreditation; 
7. Further decides to examine at its next session modalities and methods of facilitating the contribution of NGOs from developing countries, in accordance with the Operational Directives concerning advisory assistance to the Committee, and invites States Parties to send written comments in this regard to the Secretariat before 1 March 2009; 
8. Encourages non-governmental organizations that meet the criteria established in Chapter 3.2.2 of the Operational Directives to submit their requests for accreditation at the earliest opportunity;
9. Decides to examine, at its next session, the issue of funding of NGOs from developing countries for their participation at Committee sessions, so as to encourage more balanced geographical representation. 
DECISION 3.COM 10

The Committee,
1. Having examined Document ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/10; 
2. Recalling Resolution 2.GA 5, by which the General Assembly adopted the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention, and Resolution 2.GA 6, by which the General Assembly authorized the Committee to call upon the advisory services of non-governmental organizations it will have recommended for accreditation, as well as the participation of experts, centres of expertise and research institutes, as appropriate;
3. Decides to select preferably more than one examiner to examine each nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List or International assistance request, and at least one alternate in the event that the preferred examiner(s) is(are) unavailable or unable to complete the examination;
4. Requests the Secretariat to propose to it or to the body delegated by it, for each nomination to the Urgent Safeguarding List and each  International Assistance request greater than USD 25,000, the names of at least two examiners with relevant competence to examine such nominations or requests, it being understood that up to the third session of the General Assembly, and in conformity with Resolution 2.GA 6, such examiners will include, as appropriate, non-governmental organizations that the Committee will have recommended for accreditation as well as experts, centres of expertise and research institutes; 
5. Delegates to the Bureau of the Committee, on an exceptional basis, until its next session, the authority to designate examiners for Urgent Safeguarding List nominations for the accelerated timetable for 2009 inscriptions, and for International Assistance requests greater than USD 25,000, in accordance with the procedures laid out in this decision, and in doing so, take into account, inter alia, regional particularities and specificities as well as the need for geographical balance. 
6. Further decides to examine this issue at its next session and to develop guidelines for selection of such examiners in future. 
DECISION 3.COM 11 
The Committee, 
1. Having examined document ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/11; 
2. Recalling Article 16 of the Convention; 

3. Further recalling chapter 1.2 of the Operational Directives related to the inscription of intangible cultural heritage elements on the Representative List;

4. Establishes a subsidiary body for the examination of nominations for the Representative List and adopts its terms of reference as presented in the annex to this Decision, in accordance with Rule 21 of its Rules of Procedure; 

5. Decides that the subsidiary body shall consist of Turkey, Estonia, Mexico, Republic of Korea, Kenya and the United Arab Emirates;

6. Further decides to examine at its next session whether the above-mentioned terms of reference are adequate or need to be refined further on the basis of the experience of the subsidiary body.
	Terms of Reference of the 

Subsidiary Body on the examination of nominations to the Representative List

	The subsidiary body,

	1.
	Shall be composed of a State Member of each electoral group;

	2.
	Shall elect its Chairperson and, if necessary, its Vice-Chairperson(s) and its Rapporteur;

	3.
	Shall hold private meetings in accordance with Rule 19 of the Rules of Procedure;

	4.
	Shall be responsible for the examination of nominations for inscription on the Representative List in 2009 and 2010, in conformity with the relevant paragraphs of the Operational Directives for the implementation of the Convention;  it shall, in particular, include in its examination: 

	
	a.
	an assessment of any nomination’s conformity with the inscription criteria as provided in paragraph 19 of the Operational Directives, benefitting from the technical information to be provided by the Secretariat, if the Subsidiary Body so requests; 

	
	b.
	a recommendation to the Committee to inscribe, or not to inscribe, the nominated element; 

	5.
	Shall provide the Committee with an overview of all nomination files and a report of their examination;

	6.
	Shall cease to exist following submission to the fifth session of the Committee of an overview of nomination files to be evaluated by the Committee in 2010 and a report of their examination. 


DECISION 3.COM 12

The Committee, 

1. Having examined document ITH/08/3.COM/CONF.203/12; 

2. Recalling its decisions 1.EXT.COM 4, 1.EXT.COM 4 bis, 2.COM 4 and 2.EXT.COM 15 ; 
3. Recalling that accredited non-governmental organizations may attend its sessions in conformity with Rule 6 of its Rules of Procedures, and that the Committee may invite other public or private bodies as well as private persons to attend its sessions in conformity with Rule 7;
4. Decides to amend Rule 8 of its Rules of Procedure as follows: 
	Amendment to the Rules of Procedures

	Rule 8  Other participants  

	8.1
	States Parties to the Convention which are not Members of the Committee may attend its sessions as observers.

	8.2
	States not party to the Convention which are Member States of UNESCO or of the United Nations, Associate Members of UNESCO, Permanent Observer Missions to UNESCO, representatives of the United Nations and organizations of the United Nations system may attend the sessions of the Committee as observers.

	8.3
	The Committee may authorize intergovernmental organizations other than those referred to in Rule 8.2, as well as public or private bodies and private persons, with recognized competence in the various fields of ICH, to attend its future sessions as observers, upon their written request. The Committee may authorize such institutions, organizations or private persons to attend a single session or several of its sessions, without prejudice to its right to limit the number of representatives per organization or institution. 

	8.4
	The Director-General shall invite any entity whose participation has been authorized by the Committee in conformity with Rules 8.2 and 8.3. 

	8.5
	Public meetings of the Committee shall be open to the public, as an audience, within the limitations of available space.


5. Further decides, as an exception, to invite at its next session the NGOs it has recommended to the General Assembly for accreditation. 

DECISION 3.COM 13

The Committee,

1. Having examined the proposal of the United Arab Emirates to host its fourth session;
2. Decides to hold its fourth session in Abu Dhabi, from 28 September to 2 October 2009. 

DECISION 3.COM 14
The Committee,

1. Elects Mr Awadh Ali Saleh Al Musabi (United Arab Emirates) as Chairperson of the Committee;

2. Elects  Ms Martina Krizanic (Croatia) as Rapporteur of the Committee;

3. Elects Cyprus, India, Mali, Paraguay as Vice-Chairpersons of the Committee. 
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