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around 20% in sub-Saharan Africa to almost 60%

in the countries participating in PIRLS, implying

that a significant proportion of the variation of 

learning outcomes among countries can be proxied 

by the variation in survival rates. Education

systems capable of retaining a larger proportion

of their pupils to grade 5 are performing better,

on average, on international tests.

The survival rate to grade 5 is associated even

more strongly with learning outcomes in lower

secondary school. Figure A2 shows that the
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Figure A2: Survival rate to grade 5 and learning outcomes at lower secondary level

Sources: Mullis et al. (2000); Statistical annex, Table 7

a. Countries participating in TIMSS, 1999
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Mean performance on the combined reading literacy scale, 15 years old

y = 0.0857x + 56.265
R2 = 0.479

Sources: OECD/UNESCO Institute for Statistics (2003); Statistical annex, Table 7.

b. Countries participating in PISA, 2000

Figure A2 (continued)


