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United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization Organisation des 
Nations Unies pour l’éducation, la science et la culture 
 
 

Director-General’s Consultative Meeting of National Commissions for UNESCO of the 
Arab States Region on the Preparation of the Draft Medium-Term Strategy 2008-2013 (34 

C/4) and the Draft Programme and Budget for 2008-2009 (34 C/5) and the 20th 
Quadrennial Conference of National Commissions for UNESCO of Arab States 

 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 27-31 May 2006. 

 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
 
Saturday, 27 May 2006 
 
9:00-10:00 Official Opening of the Consultation & Quadrennial 

Conference 
 

Welcoming addresses by: 
• Secretary-General of the United Arab Emirates National 

Commission 
• Representative of the Director-General, ADG/ERC, UNESCO 
• President of the General Conference of UNESCO 
• President of the United Arab Emirates National Commission 

and Minister of Education 
 
10:00-10:30 Coffee break 
 
10:30-11:30 Adoption of the Provisional Rules of Procedures  

Election of the Bureau 
Adoption of the Agenda 

 
Overview of the 34 C/5 and 34 C/4 process,  
by Mr Hans d’Orville, Director of the Bureau of Strategic Planning 
(BSP), UNESCO  

 
11:30-13:00 Cluster meetings on the Draft 34C/4 and 34 C/5 
 
13:00-14:30 Lunch 
 
14:30-16:00 Cluster meetings (continued) 
 
16:00-16:15 Coffee break 
 
16:15-18:00 Cluster meetings (continued) 
   
  

UNESCO Director General’s Reception 
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Sunday, 28 May 2006   
 
9:00-11:00 Presentation of Cluster Reports in plenary session 
 
11:00-11:15 Coffee break 
 
11:15-13:00  Discussion on  

- 34 C/4 & 34 C/5 (Questionnaire) 
- Future role of UNESCO (33 C/Res. 64) 
- Comprehensive review of Major Programmes II & III  
 (33 C/Res. 2) 

 
13:00-14:30 Lunch 
 
14:30-15:45 Discussion (continued) 
 
 
15:45-16:00 Coffee break 
 
16:00-17:00  Discussion (continued)  
 
 
 
Monday, 29 May  
 
9:00-10:30 Discussion (continued) 
 
10:30-10:45 Coffee break 
 
10:45-13:00 Discussion (continued) 
  
 
13:00-14:30 Lunch 
 

 
14:30-15:45 Discussion (continued) 
 
 
15:45-16:00 Coffee break 
 
 
16:00-17:30  Discussion (continued) 
 
 

Meeting for UNESCO Offices (to be confirmed) 
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Quadrennial meeting 

 
 
Tuesday, 30 May 2006 

 
9:00-10:00 Adoption of the Provisional Rules of Procedures  

Election of the Bureau 
Adoption of the Agenda 

 
10:00-11:00 Follow up to the recommendations of the 19th Quadrennial 

Conference –Rabat, Morocco (June 2002) 
 Presentation by : 

- Secretary-General of Morocco National Commission 
- Section for National Commissions (NAC) , UNESCO 

 
11:00-11:15 Coffee break  

 
11:15-13:00  Reinforcement of UNESCO National Commissions: capacity 

building and personnel empowerment in UNESCO’s fields of 
competence 
Presentation by : 
- Arab National Commission (s) 
- Mr James Michael Kulikowski, Deputy Assistant Director-

General for External Relation and Cooperation & Director of the 
Division of Relations with Member States and National 
Commissions (RSC), UNESCO 

 
Involvement of National Commissions for UNESCO in the 
decentralization process (doc. 174 EX/34 and 174 EX/Dec.34) 
Presentation by : 
- Arab National Commission (s) 
- Mr Etienne Clément, Deputy Director, Bureau de la Coordination 

Hors Siège (BFC), UNESCO 
 

13:00-14:30   Lunch 
 
14:30-15:45   UNESCO visibility in the Arab region: 1945 + 60 years;  

Presentation by: 
- Arab National Commission (s) 
- Mr. Saturnino Munoz Gomes, Director, Bureau of Public 
Information (BPI), UNESCO 

 
To all National Commissions:  
Please bring any materials regarding activities related to the 
60th anniversary 

 

 
 

5



Directives concerning the use of the name, acronym, logo and 
Internet domain names of UNESCO (doc.174 EX/32 and 174 
EX/Dec.32) 
Presentation by:  
- Arab National Commission (s) 
- Mr James Michael Kulikowski, Deputy Assistant Director-

General for External Relation and Cooperation & Director of the 
Division of Relations with Member States and National 
Commissions (RSC), UNESCO 

 
15:45-16:00 Coffee break 
 
16:00-17:30   Extra-budgetary funds:  

- UNESCO partnership with certain Arab Funds that deal with 
issues of UNESCO concern 
- The share of the Arab region in the UNESCO Projects that 
are financed by Extra-budgetary Funds  
Presentation by :  
- Arab National Commission (s) 
- Division of Cooperation with Extrabudgetary Funding Sources 

(ERC/CFS), UNESCO 
 

 
17:30-18:30 Supporting the persistence of Euro-Arab dialogue activities, 

specially the role of UNESCO, ALECSO, ISESCO, Council of 
Europe, and coordination with Anna Lindh Foundation for 
Euro-Mediterranean Cultural Dialogue at areas of similar 
interests for the dialogue. 
Presentation by:
- Mr Awad Ali Saleh, Secretary-General United Arab Emirates 

National Commission 
 
 
Wednesday, 31 May 
 
9:00-10:30 Recruitment and geographical distribution workshop 
 
 Presentation by: 

- Arab National Commission (s) 
- Ms Dyane Dufresne-Klaus, Director of the Bureau of Human 

Resources management (HRM), UNESCO 
  
10:30-11:00 Coffee break 
 
11:00-12:30 Adoption of the Final Report of the Consultation  

followed by the adoption of the Final report of the Quadrennial 
 
 
 Closing of the Consultation  
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Satellite meeting 
 
 
Thursday, 1st June 2006  
 
10:00-14:00 Training session on the UNESCO Clubs movement in the Gulf 

States 
 

Concerned National Commissions: 
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates 
and Yemen 
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Director General’s Consultation of National Commissions for UNESCO of the Arab 
States Region on the Preparation of the Draft Medium-Term Strategy  for 2008-2013 

(34C/4), the Draft Programme and Budget for 2008-2009(34C/5) and the 20th  
Quadrennial and Statutory Regional Conference of National Commissions 

Abu Dhabi (United Arab Emirates) 27- 31 May 2006 
 
 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 

 
ALGERIA  
 
M. Tahar Berchiche 
Secrétaire général 
 
Commission nationale algérienne pour l'éducation, la science et la Culture 
14, rue Mahmoud Boudjatit Kouba 
BP 65 K El Mouradia 
ALGER 
Algérie 
 
Tel.: (213-21) 23.28.62; (213-21) 23.28.05; (213-21) 23-22-78 
Fax:  (213-21) 23.28.62; (213-21) 23.28.05  
E.mail: algunesco@yahoo.fr 
 
 
BAHRAIN 
 
Ms. Badriya Al-Ahmed 
Secretary-General 
 
Bahrain National Commission for UNESCO 
Ministry of Education 
PO Box 43 
MANAMA 
Bahrain 
Tel.: (973) 17 78 13 91(Sec. Gen.); (973) 17 78 07 41 
Fax: (973) 17 68 11 04  
E.mail: moe.national.esc@moe.gov.bh 
 
EGYPT 
 
Mr Mohammed Safwat Salem 
Secretary-General 
 
Egyptian National Commission for UNESCO 
17 Kuwait Street (ex Shareh Ismail Abu El Fotooh Street) 
Dokki, Guizeh 
PO Box 12311 
CAIRO 
Egypt 
 
Tel.: (202) 79 53 437 
 Fax: (202) 79 24 113 
E.mail: egnatcom@egnatcom.org.eg; idc@egnatcom.org.eg;  safwat_salem@hotmail.com  
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JORDAN 
 
Mrs Rema Al-Bakhit 
Secretary-General 
 
Jordan National Commission for Education, Culture and Science 
Ministry of Education 
P.O. Box 1646 
11118 AMMAN 
Jordan 
 
Tel.: (962-6) 568.80.61; (962-6) 560.71.81 
Fax: (962-6) 568.80.61; (962-6) 566.60.19  
E.mail: jounesco@wanadoo.jo 
 
 
KUWAIT 
 
- Mr Abdullaziz Hassan Al-Jharralah 
  Secretary-General 
 
Kuwait National Commission for UNESCO 
P.O. Box 3266 
3033 Safat 
Kuwait 
 
Tel.: (965) 240.5331 ;(965) 244.4403 ; 
Operator: (965) 243.92.42, 3, 4; (965) 243.92.78  
Fax: (965) 246.95.12; (965) 244.24.36 
E-mail: knc@kwtnatcom.org 
 
- Ms. Eman Sheshter 
  Finance 
 
Tel: (965) 243. 63. 68 
 
- Ms. Dalal Alhassan 
  Controller 
 
Tel : (965) 242.04.74 
 
 
LEBANON 
 
Mme Salwa Saniora Baassiri 
Secretary-General 
 
Commission nationale libanaise pour l'éducation, la science et la culture (UNESCO) 
Imm. Ministère de la Culture 
HAMRA - BEYROUTH 
Liban 
 
Tel. :(961 1) 74 91 05; (961.1) 74 91 06; (961.1) 74 91 07; (961.1) 74 91 08 
Fax: (961.1) 74 91 04 
E-mail:   cnlu@cyberia.net.lb  
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LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA 
 
Mr Mahmoud Mabrouk Deghdagh 
Chief of UNESCO Division 
 
National Commission for Education, Science and Culture of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
P.O. Box 1091 
TRIPOLI 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
 
Tel.: (218 21) 340 67 81/82/83 
Fax:  (218 21) 340 67 80 
E-mail: libunesco@lttnet.net ; libunesco@netscape.net 
  
 
MAURITANIA 
 
M. Mohamed Vall ould Cheikh 
Secrétaire général 
 
Commission nationale mauritanienne pour l'éducation, la culture et les sciences 
B.P. 5115 
NOUAKCHOTT 
Mauritanie 
 
Tel. : (222) 525 48 03; (222) 525 38 85 (direct) 
Fax : (222) 525 28 02 
Portable : (222) 640 43 20 
E-mail : cnmesc@mail.mauritania.mr; movall2000@yahoo.fr  
 
 
MOROCCO 
 
Mme Mina El Mghari 
Secrétaire générale 
 
Commission nationale marocaine pour l'éducation, la culture et les Sciences 
3 bis rue Innanouen, Agdal 
B.P. 420 
RABAT R.P. 
Maroc 
 
Tel. :(212.37) 68 20 72 
Fax : (212.37) 68 24 81  
E-mail : cmaroc@enssup.gov.ma ; elmghari@enssup.gov.ma ; commarocaine@yahoo.fr  
 
 
OMAN 
 
Dr Said Bin Saleem El Kitani 
Secretary-General 
 
Oman National Commission for Education, Culture and Science 
Ministry of Education 
P.O. Box 3 - Code 113  
MUSCAT 
Oman 
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Tel.: (968.24) 78.36.66;  (968) 2478 20 82 
 Fax: (968.24) 78.55.50 
E-mail: saidalkitani@hotmail.com 
 
 
PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY 
 
Mr Ismail Mohamed Khader (IsmailTellawi) 
Secretary-General 
 
Palestinian Committee for Education, Culture and Science 
P.O. Box 174 
RAMALLA 
Palestinian Authority 
 
Tel.: (+972.2) 240 10 80 
Fax: (+972.2) 240 63 33  
E-mail: pncecs@palnet.com 
 
 
QATAR 
 
Mr Salah Mohamed Sorour 
Assistant Secretary General 
 
Qatar National Commission for Education, Culture and Science 
P.O. Box 9865 
DOHA 
Qatar 
 
Tel. : (+974) 46 58 100 
Fax: (+974) 467 15 94 ; (+974) 467 85 86 
Portable : (+974)  55 33 144 
E-mail: qnc_ecs@yahoo.com 
 
       
SAUDI ARABIA 
 
Dr Abdul Aziz Al Oushan 
Deputy Secretary-General 
 
Saudi National Commission for Education, Culture and Science  
Ministry of Education 
K.S.A.P.O.Box: 150140 
11748 RIYADH 
Saudi Arabia 
 
Tel.: (966-1) 404 66 66; (966-1) 412 45 73; (966-1) 403 19 09 
Fax: (966-1) 405 09 71; (966-1) 404 35 52  
Portable : (+966) 505 46 20 83 
E-mail:  sncecs@moe.gov.sa , aoushan@moe.gov.sa  
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SUDAN 
 
H.E. Mr Ismail Ahmed Ismail 
Secretary-General 
 
Sudanese National Commission for UNESCO 
P.O. Box 2324 
KHARTOUM 
Sudan 
 
Tel.: (249-1) 83 -77-98-88 
Fax: (249-1) 83 -77-60-30 
E-mail: sudannatcom@hotmail.com 
 
Mme. Wafaa Sichahmed Mohamed 
Assistant Secretary-General for Natural Science 
       
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 
 
M. Ali Rahal 
Secretary-General 
 
Commission nationale syrienne pour l'UNESCO 
Ministère de l'Education 
Place Al-Shahbander 
DAMAS 
Republique Arabe Syrienne 
 
Tel. : (963-11) 446-3536 
Fax : (963-11) 446 78251 
 
 
TUNISIA 
 
Mme Fatma Tarhouni 
Secretary-General 
 
Commission nationale tunisienne pour l'éducation, la science et la culture  
17, rue d’Irak 
1002 TUNIS 
Tunisie 
 
Tel.: (+216) 71 79 47 24; (+216) 71 79 44 32; (+216) 71 79 41 10 
Fax: (+216) 71 79 46 31 
E-mail: comnatu@edunet.tn; tarhouni.fatma@minedu.edunet.tn  
  
      
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 
 
Mr Awad Ali Saleh 
Secretary-General 
 
United Arab Emirates National Commission for UNESCO 
Ministry of Education 
P.O. Box 295 
ABU DHABI 
United Arab Emirates 
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Tel.: (971-2) 634 39 33; (971-2) 633 42 55 
Fax: (971-2) 631 39 91 
E.mail: uaeadncun@hotmail.com 
 
       
YEMEN 
 
Prof. Mohamed A. Al-Kadasi 
Secretary-General 
 
Yemeni National Commission for UNESCO 
P.O. Box 12642 
SANA'A 
Yemen 
 
Tel.: (967-1) 214-612; (967-1) 214- 615 
Fax: (967-1) 214-613  
E.mail: malkadasi@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

OBSERVERS 
 

 
Dr Musa Bin Jaafar Bin Hassan 
President of the General Conference of UNESCO 
 
 
Dr Obaid Saif Al Hajri 
Regional Manager 
ISESCO 
Regional Office 
PO Box 24244 
Sharjah 
United Arab Emirates 
 
Tel.: (971 6) 556 51 51 
 
 
M. Kammah 
Permanente Delegation of United Arab Emirates to UNESCO 
Maison de l’UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis  
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
Tel : 01.45.68.33.03 
Fax: 01.45.66.99.86 
E-Mail : dl.emirats-arabes-unis@unesco.org 
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UNESCO FIELD OFFICES 

 
 
Amman Office 
Mrs. Anjum Haque 
Head of Office and Representative for Jordan 
Tel : +(962-6) 55 16 559 
Fax: +(962-6) 55 32 183 
E-mail: a.haque@unesco.org.jo  
 
Beirut Office 
Dr. Abdel Moneim Osman 
Head of Office 
Tel: +9611 85 00 13 
Fax: +9611824854 
E-mail: am.osman@unesco.org  
 
Cairo Office 
Mr. Mohamed j. Abdulrazzak 
Head of Office 
Tel: +202 794 14 58 
Portable: +2 010 375 1200 
E-mail: m.abdulrazzak@mail.unesco.org.eg  
 
Ms. Walaa Shawki 
Tel: 202 794 14 58 
E-mail: w.shawki@mail.unesco.org.eg  
 
Doha Office 
Mr. Alhammami Hamed 
Head of Office 
Tel: +974 487 10 19 
Fax: +974 486 76 44 
E-mail: h.alhammami@unesco.org  
 
Iraq Office 
Mr. Mohamed Djelid 
Head of Office 
Tel: +(962-6) 55 16 559 
Fax: +(962-6) 55 30 842 
Portable: 0777- 941 941 
E-mail: m.djelid@unesco.org  
 
Rabat Office 
Mr. Philippe Quéau 
Head of Office 
Tel: +212 3767 03 72; +212 3767 03 74 
Fax: +212 3767 03 75 
E-mail: p.queau@unesco.org ; rabat@unesco.org  
 
Ms. Aouali Mouagni 
Chargée de programme pour la Coordination et les Relations Extèrieurs 
Tel: +212 3767 03 72; +212 3767 03 74 
 Fax: +212 3767 03 75 
 E-mail: a.mouagni@unesco.org.ma  
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Ramallah Office 
Mrs. Constanza Farina 
Head of Office 
Tel: (972) 2 (0) 295 97 40 
Fax: (972) 2 (0) 295 97 41 
Portable: (972) (0) 54 313 11 77 
E-mail: c.farina@unesco.or  
 

UNESCO HEADQUARERS 
 

Sector of External relations (ERC)  
Mr. Ahmed Sayyad 
Assistant Director General for External Relations and Cooperation 
Tel: (33 1) 45 68 13 09 
E-mail: a.sayyad@unesco.org  
 
Mr James Michael Kulikowski 
Deputy Assistant Director General for External Relations and Cooperation 
and Director of the Division for Relations with Members States and National Commissions 
Tel: (33 1) 45 68 13 18 
E-mail : j.Kulikowski@unsco.org  
 
Mr. Xiaolin Cheng 
Chief, Section of National Commissions 
Tel: (33 1) 45 68 17 13 
E-mail: x.cheng@unesco.org  
 
Marie-Noëlle Branet 
Assistant 
Tel: (33 1) 45 68 04 30 
E-mail: mn.branet@unesco.org  
 
Mr. Shanta Retnasingam 
Chief, Section for Multilateral and Private Funding Sources 
Tel: (33 1) 45 68 14 55 
E-mail: s.retnasingam@unesco.org 
 
Ms. Patricia Safi 
Assistant Programme Specialist 
Tel: (33 1) 45 68 15 32 
E-mail: p.safi@unesco.org  
 
Bureau of Strategic Planning (BSP) 
Mr. Hans d’Orville 
Director of Bureau of Strategic Planning 
Tel: (33 1) 45 68 19 19 
E-mail: h.dorville@unesco.org 
 
Mrs. Mariama Saidou-Djermakoye 
Senior Programme Specialist 
Tel: (33 1) 45 68 13 16 
E-mail: m.saidou.djermakoye@unesco.org  
 
Mr. Tobia Fiorilli 
Assistant Programme Specialist 
Tel: (33 1) 45 68 12 93 
E-mail : t.fiorilli@unesco.org  
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Bureau of the Budget (BB) 
Mr. Rock Huang 
Deputy Director of Bureau of Budget 
Tel: (33 1) 45 68 12 80 
E-mail : k.huang@unesco.org  
 
Bureau of Public Information (BPI) 
Mr. Saturnino Munoz Gomez 
Director of Bureau of Public Information 
Tel: (33 1) 45 68 20 77 
E-mail: s.Munoz-gomez@unesco.org  
 
Bureau for Field Coordination (BFC) 
Mr. Etienne Clément 
Deputy Director of Bureau for Field Coordination 
Tel: (33 1) 45 68 07 30 
E-mail : e.clement@unesco.org   
 
Bureau of Human Resources and Management  ( HRM) 
Mrs; Dyane Dufresne-Klaus 
Director of Bureau of Human Resources and Management 
Tel: (33 1) 45 68 21 21 
E-mail: d.dufresne-klaus@unesco.org  
 
Mr. Eliot Minchenberg 
Assistant Programme Specialist 
Tel: (33 1) 45 68 23 13 
E_mail : e.minchenberg@unesco.org  
 
Sector of Education (ED) 
Mrs Astrid Gillet 
Programme Specialist, Executive Office, Education Sector 
Tel: (33 1) 45 68 15 66 
E-mail: a.gillet@unesco.org  
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20th Quadrennial Conference of National Commissions for UNESCO 
 in Arab States 

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, 30-31 May 2006 
 
 

FINAL REPORT 
 
 

At the invitation of the United Arab Emirates National Commission, 17 out of 21 National 
Commissions from the Arab region attended this meeting (Djibouti, Iraq, Malta and Somalia 
National Commissions were not represented). The Palestinian Committee for Education, Science 
and Culture and one observer from ISESCO were also present. Officials of various units and 
services at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris as well as Directors and Representatives of UNESCO 
field offices in the region (Amman, Beirut, Cairo, Doha, Rabat and Ramallah, UNESCO Office for 
Iraq) participated in the meeting. 

 
Election of the Bureau 

 
It was decided in consensus that the Bureau of the 20th Quadrennial Conference composed of the 
following members: 
 

Chairman: United Arab Emirates  
 

Vice Chairpersons: Morocco and Oman 
 

Rapporteur: Lebanon  
 

Adoption of the Agenda 
 
Members of the National Commissions present have adopted the provisional agenda  
 
At the start of the Conference, opening remarks were made by Mr Awad Ali Saleh, Chairman of the 
Conference and Secretary-General of the United Arab Emirates National Commission for 
UNESCO, and Mr James Michael Kulikowski, Deputy Assistant Director-General for External 
Relations and Cooperation and Director of Division of Relations with Member States and National 
Commissions (DADG/ERC and DIR/ERC/RSC), UNESCO HQ.   
 
Mr Awad Ali Saleh thanked UNESCO notably the Sector for External Relations and Cooperation 
for its consistent support to the Arab National Commissions and the assistance provided to the UAE 
National Commission for preparing and hosting this important regional gathering of National 
Commissions. He wished Mr Kulikowski and his colleagues of Division of Relations with Member 
States and National Commissions (ERC/RSC) every success in their challenging assignments. 
 
On behalf of UNESCO, Mr Kulikowski thanked Mr Awad Ali Saleh for his great effort in 
organizing the Conference. He also thanked his colleagues for the preparation of this event, 
especially Vida Habash who cannot come to Abu Dhabi because of her maternity leave, and 
informed the participants of the recent appointment of Xiaolin Cheng as Chief of Section for 
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National Commissions and wished him success in cooperating with the respective National 
Commissions. 
 
Mr Kulikowski went on to explain the goals of the newly reorganized ERC/RSC Division to more 
fully integrate the role of each National Commission into the knowledge base of each respective 
Member State, so as to make it possible for the Organization to know and value the activities being 
carried out by each National Commission.  He further indicated that the Division would continue on 
its strategy of improving the communications capabilities of the National Commission as well as 
the programme of capacity building, and would also be working more closely with the Bureau of 
Public Information and the Bureau of Field Coordination to integrate the National Commissions 
into the programme to promote the visibility of UNESCO and to undertake increased activities at 
the country level. 
 
Follow-up to the recommendations of the 19th Quadrennial Conference in Rabat, Morocco, 
June 2002  
 
In her report (see Annex I), Mrs Mina El Mghari, Secretary-General of the Moroccan National 
Commission, reminded the Conference of the main issues that were discussed on that occasion, 
namely, enhancing the status and role of National Commissions, networking of and cooperation 
among Arab National Commissions, cooperation with Arab and Islamic organizations, cooperation 
with civil society partners, participation of National Commissions  in UNESCO’s reform and 
decentralization process, use of Arabic language in UNESCO and Euro-Arab Dialogue Project. She 
further stated that the follow-up to the recommendations has been assured by each National 
Commission, which could report to the Conference during next two days. 
 
Mr Xiaolin Cheng, Chief of Section for National Commissions, UNESCO HQ, reported on the 
significant steps and actions taken by UNESCO Secretariat as follow-up of the recommendations, 
especially with regard to the capacity-building for National Commissions (e.g. advocacy, policy 
debates, awareness and visibility, staff training, ICT equipment), networking of and cooperation 
among National Commissions, cooperation with Arab and Islamic organizations and outreach to 
civil society partners in the Arab region (see Annex II).  
 
While general satisfaction has been expressed by the participants over important measures so far 
taken with a view to enhancing the operational and human capacities of National Commissions, 
improving the communication between UNESCO both at HQ and in the field and National 
Commissions and cooperation between UNESCO filed offices and National Commissions, requests 
were made for both UNESCO and Arab National Commissions to make additional efforts in this 
regard. 

 
Reinforcement of National Commissions for UNESCO: capacity building and personnel 
empowerment in UNESCO’s field of competence 
 
The participants from following 13 National Commissions as well as the directors of UNESCO 
regional bureau for science in Cairo and regional bureau for education in Beirut took the floor: 
Yemen, Libya, Tunisia, Kuwait, Sudan, Algeria, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, Jordan 
and UAE. All of them stressed the need for further enhancing National Commissions through 
training of their new staff and improving the communication UNESCO Secretariat and National 
Commissions. Suggestions for future actions in this respect were made as follows: 

 
o Further inputs and support need to be provided by UNESCO HQ and FO; 
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o Local partners should  be involved; 
o Training programme could be better designed and tailored, with possible contribution 

by National Commissions with relevant comparative advantage; 
o Extra-budgetary sources should be explored and mobilized; 
o Better stability of National Commissions staff need to be maintained; 
o Monitoring and assessment on the impact of these training events should be ensured; 
o Training materials and electronic manuals and tools should be updated and produced. 

 
In the reply to this rich debate, the Secretariat ensured the Conference that the valuable remarks and 
suggestions expressed were well noted and will be taken into consideration whenever possible in 
the future planning and implementation of activities. It was stated that challenges and constraints 
ahead notably in terms of budget need be overcome by joint effort. 
 
Involvement of National Commissions for UNESCO in the decentralization process (doc. 174 
EX/34 and 174 EX/Dec.34)  
 
DADG/ERC introduced this topic by referring to the report of the Director-general on this issue. 
The guidelines for interface and cooperation  between UNESCO Field Offices and National 
Commissions for UNESCO attached to this document were endorsed by the Executive Board at it 
174th session (April 2006).  
 
Mr Etienne Clement, Deputy Director of the Bureau of Field Coordination highlighted the 
respective status and functions of National Commissions and Field Offices contained in the 
Guidelines in planning, budgeting and implementation as well as in the exchange of information. It 
is important that these guidelines which aim at fostering synergy to promote UNESCO's ideals and 
principles are implemented at all levels as requested by the Executive Board to optimize the impact 
of UNESCO. 
 
Two participants expressed their appreciation of the guidelines and requested that better 
communication be establish between National Commissions and Field Offices. The Secretariat 
insured that all UNESCO Staff are invited to consult with or inform National Commission on 
matters of interest to the country. 
 
UNESCO visibility in the Arab region: 1945 + 60 years 
 
In his introduction, M. Saturnino Munoz Gomez, Director of the Bureau of Public Information 
(BPI), proposed that National Commissions and Field Offices work together to establish a 
communication Plan for the current biennium to raise visibility of UNESCO at the national and sub 
regional levels; This plan could include the following issues: 
 

o programme priorities 
o definition of target group 
o most appropriate activities and information products 
o partnership with the medias (TV, newspaper,…) 
o evaluation of the results 

 
He further invited National Commissions to organize activities to celebrate the 60th anniversary of 
UNESCO. In this regards, information materials could be provided by BPI for this purpose 
(posters, publication, exhibition  ...). National Commissions are encouraged to use the name and 
logo of UNESCO for their events and publications. 
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Many participants took the floor to report on the various activities carried out in their countries in 
the context of the celebration of 60th anniversary, and expressed their readiness to work with 
media and to contribute to the visibility of UNESCO. 

 
Directives concerning the use of the name; acronym; logo and Internet domain names of 
UNESCO (doc. 174 EX/32 and 174 EX/Dec. 32) 

 
Mr Kulikowski briefed the Secretaries-General on the recent decision of the Executive Board on 
the role of National Commissions in authorizing use of the UNESCO name, acronym, logo and 
Internet domain name, which requires the National Commissions or other designee to take charge 
of questions relating to the use of the name and logo at the national level.  He explained the new 
UNESCO logo package, and the authorization the National Commissions will be required to 
make with respect to the use of the UNESCO logo linked to the name and/or logo of the National 
Commission.  He finished by describing the next steps that UNESCO and the Member States 
through their National Commissions or other designated body(ies) will now need to take to 
implement this decision during the trial period till 34th Session of the General Conference 
(October 2007). 
 

Extra-budgetary funds:  
- UNESCO partnership with certain Arab Funds that deal with issues of UNESCO concern. --
- The share of the Arab region in the UNESCO Projects that are financed by Extra-budgetary 
Funds  
 
Mr Shantha Retnasingam, Chief a.i. of Section for Multilateral and Private Funding Sources 
(ERC/CFS/MLT), introduced the item. The aim of the presentation was to provide the current status 
of policies and management of extra-budgetary activities, and to exchange ideas with the National 
Commissions about coordinated actions aimed at enhancing resource mobilization. The National 
Commissions have an important role to play in facilitating UNESCO’s efforts in resource 
mobilization through their participation in: 
 

• Project identification, in close coordination with Field Offices 
• Project implementation once approved, through sub-contracts  
• Advocacy for UNESCO’s mandate 
• Identifying potential funding sources & advising on liability and priorities 

 
The cooperation with Field offices and National Commissions will assist in establishing effective 
resource mobilization. However, projects that need to be submitted for potential funding sources’ 
consideration must be UNESCO projects and should meet UNESCO’s priorities as stated in the 
approved programme and budget. Moreover, National Commissions can do their own resource 
mobilization for their own activities and projects. A ward of thanks was addressed to the Secretary-
General of the UAE National Commission for his assistance in identifying and mobilizing extra-
budgetary funding sources. 
 
Supporting the persistence of Euro-Arab dialogue activities, specially the role or UNESCO, 
ALECSO, ISESCO, Council of Europe and coordination with Anna Lindh Foundation for 
Euro-Mediterranean Cultural Dialogue at areas of similar interests for the dialogue 

 
The Chairman introduced this important initiative of national commissions of both Europe and 
Arab region, launched by the Tunisian and German National Commissions in 2001 in Geneva and 
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the various steps taken since then for its implementation and their cooperation with various 
intergovernmental organizations such as the Council of Europe, ALECSO and ISESCO. Various 
activities have been accomplished in this regard including notably: 
 

o Seminar organized by Slovenian National Commission for pedagogical research centres 
from both regions 

o Project in Cairo on the content of history text books in Europe on the image of Arab- 
Islamic culture 

 
While growing interest was expressed and conviction made on such an unique interregional 
initiative, participants underlined the importance to further promote and strengthen the dialogue 
and reach out to the public at large. To this end, use of local media and other ICT tools as well as 
larger involvement of educational and cultural institutions in its implementation seem necessary. 
Clear conception and concrete activities will have to be defined. All National Commissions 
expressed their willingness to join this effort and to contribute to its realization. A better 
coordination between the Anna Lindh Foundation and the Euro-Arab Dialogue Project seems 
needed to attain common objectives and targets.  

 
Recruitment and geographical distribution 
 
Ms Dyane Dusfresne-Klaus, Director of the Bureau of Human Resources and Management, 
outlined to the participants the recruitment policy and its major phases. She presented the current 
situation and trends of the Arab region with regard to geographic distribution and to pro-active 
measures taken to enhance it. More specifically, she discussed the role that National Commissions 
can play in the recruitment process in order to improve the geographical distribution of the region 
and emphasised the importance of their role in the region. 
 
The members expressed their satisfaction and appreciation with the transparency and structural 
approach to recruitment process. A number of participants expressed their wish to have more work 
opportunities for candidates from Arab region, taken into consideration the support of the Member 
States. 
 
Situation in Palestine and in Iraq 
 
The participants commended the efforts exerted by UNESCO to alleviate the suffering of the 
Palestinians in the occupied territories and the people of Iraq in their strive for a democratic state, 
and requested the DG to render further support to both Palestinians and Iraqis in the domains of 
UNESCO areas of competence. 
 
Closing of the Conference  
 
Mr Sayyad, Assistant Director-General for External Relations and Cooperation of UNESCO 
(ADG/ERC) and Mr Awad Ali Saleh, Chairman of the Conference and Secretary-General of the 
UAE National Commission made closing speeches.  
 
In his closing remarks, ADG/ERC expressed his deep gratitude to the Government of the UAE and 
the Secretary-General of UAE National Commission for the tremendous inputs to this event as well 
as his appreciation and thanks to the participants for their recommendations made on UNESCO’s 
next Medium Term Strategy and Programme and Budget (34 C/4 and 34 C/5) and the findings of 
the Quadrennial Conference. Remarks and suggestions made during the debates were well taken by 
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UNESCO Secretariat colleagues at HQ and in field offices, which will help UNESCO to enhance 
its future role in an overall UN reform context and involve National Commissions in this process.  
 
The Chairman of the Conference thanked UNESCO for choosing UAE as the meeting venue, and 
ADG/ERC, his colleagues as well as directors/heads of the field offices in Arab region for their 
assistance and support making this event a full success. Several participants expressed the same 
sentiments in their farewell remarks and the wish to see more cooperative activities in future among 
National Commissions in this region. 
 
All participants and the Secretariat staff including translators and interpreters were thanked for their 
contribution and hard-working. Special homage was paid to Ms Salwa Saniora Baassiri, long-time 
experienced Secretary-General of the Lebanese National Commission and Rapporteur of the 
Conference, for her effort in preparing the draft report and Ms Marie-Noelle Branet of Section for 
National Commissions for her efficient work in respect of administrative and logistic matters 
throughout the Conference. 
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