8

111

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

UNESCO'’s contribution to the report of the
UN Secretary-General for the 2009
Substantive Session of the Economic
Social Council and for the Sixty-Fourth
Session of the UN General Assembly on
the “Implementation of the Programme of
Action for the Least Developed Countries
for the Decade 2001-2010" on progress
achieved in achieving the education goals
defined in the Brussels Programme of
Action.

16 April 2009

BSP/PMRPI1/2009/PI1/H/1




Goal 7: Ensuring that by 2015 all children, particularly girls, children in
difficult circumstances and those belonging to ethnic minorities,
have access to and complete free and compulsory primary
education of good quality

Achieving universal primary education (UPE) is a key target associated with the
Education for All (EFA) goals and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGS).
Indeed primary education of good quality provides a strong foundation for sustainable
literacy, good nutrition and healthcare while catalysing economic growth.

The UPE goal means that all primary school-age children have access to and complete
primary school. The Least Developed Countries (LDCs) are still far from achieving
this goal. In 2007, one out of four primary school-age children in these countries were
not in school. This means that about 29 million children of primary school-age, 54%
of whom were girls, were excluded from education: either they never entered school
or dropped out. These children account for more than 40% of the global population of
out-of-school children.

It is however important to stress that dramatic progress has been made since the
Millennium Summit and the World Education Forum in 2000. The adjusted primary
net enrolment rate (which also takes into account children of primary school-age
enrolled in secondary education) grew on average by 20 percentage points between
1999 and 2007 - more than five times the progress observed over the last decade.

Countries that have achieved full enrolment at primary level or are close to (adjusted
NER of 95% or above) include Sao Tome and Principe, Madagascar, Samoa, the
United Republic of Tanzania, Maldives and Zambia. At the other end of the spectrum,
countries had less than one child out of two with access to primary school. These
include Liberia (39%), Djibouti and Eritrea (42%) and Niger (45%). In general, in
almost half of the LDCs with available data, one out of four children is excluded from
education.

Almost all the countries with times series data, however, made substantial progress
since 1999 with an increase of more than 10 percentage points to the adjusted NER.
Some countries where less than one child out of two was in school in 1999 were able
to double their enrolments by 2007. These include the United Republic of Tanzania,
Burundi and Ethiopia. However, enrolment rates decreased by about 22 and 11
percentage points respectively in Equatorial Guinea and Malawi.
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Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics, 2009.
13 countries have no data by age or at all: Afghanistan, Angola, Chad
Guinea Bissau, Haiti, Kiribati, Myanmar, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, and Tuvalu.
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Goal 8: Achieving a 50% improvement in levels of adult literacy by 2015,
especially for women, and equitable access to basic and continuing
education for all adults

Progress in improving literacy rates has been slow in the LDCs. Since the 2000 round
of censuses, the adult literacy rate increased by less than four percentage points,
reaching close to 57%. This means that over 204 million adults still need to learn
basic skills on how to read and write in the LDCs. They account for 26% of the global
adult illiterate population. 18 of the 28 countries with available data have two million
or more people who are illiterate. More than 78 illiterate adults live only in two
countries, Ethiopia and Bangladesh.

While literacy rates are low in the LDCs overall, a number of countries did make
important strides with rates improving by more than five percentage points since
1999. These include Uganda, Mozambique, Benin, Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Haiti,
Malawi, Nepal and Eritrea. Niger’s literacy rate tripled over the past decade, reaching
29%. Among the LDCs, only Samoa, Maldives and Myanmar reported high literacy
rates of 90% or more.

There is, however, considerable variation between countries, with adult literacy rates
ranging from 26% in Mali to 99% in Samoa. In 26 countries with available data, the
rates are still below 70%. More than half of the adult population is illiterate in the
following countries: Mali, Afghanistan, Niger Guinea, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Chad,
Ethiopia, Sierra Leone, Benin, Senegal, Mozambique and Central African Republic.

Women are the most disadvantaged group in terms of literacy rates. In five countries
(Afghanistan, Niger, Guinea, Ethiopia and Chad), the literacy rate for women is less
than half of that for men. The gender parity index for literacy is below 0.75 in the
other 15 LDCs, meaning that less than three women are literate for every four literate
men. Only Samoa and the Maldives reported gender parity, while Haiti and Lesotho
reported disparities against men.



Adult literacy rate, 2005-2007
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Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics, 2009.

8 countries have no recent data: Djibouti, Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Kiribati, Salomon Islands, Somalia, Timor-Leste,
and Tuvalu.



Goal 9: Eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary
education by 2005, and achieving gender equality in education by
2015, with a focus on ensuring girls’ full and equal access to
education and achievement in basic education of good quality

Equal participation of girls and boys at all levels of education is a fundamental step
towards gender equality. The target is for all countries to eliminate gender disparities
in primary and secondary education by 2005 and at all levels of education by 2015.
One indicator used to measure gender parity is the ratio of female to male enrolment
by level of education weighted by the corresponding population. This is referred to as
the gender parity index (GPI)* of the gross enrolment ratio for the relevant level of
education.

Primary education:

Although gender parity in primary education has not been achieved across the LDCs,
there has been slow but steady progress since 1999. The progress has been even faster
compared to the last decade. Indeed, the GPI of the gross enrolment ration rose from
0.84 in 1999 to 0.92 in 2007, compared to 0.79 in 1991.

In 2007, the GPI ranged from a low of 0.61 in Afghanistan to 1.08 in Bangladesh,
where disparities are greater for boys than for girls. This situation is also found in
Malawi, Gambia and Mauritania. In total, 15 countries achieved gender parity at the
primary education level. But the vast majority of the LDCs (27) reported disparities
against girls. Less than one girl is enrolled for every three boys in primary school in
Afghanistan, Central African Republic, Chad and Yemen.

It should be noted that many countries with a GPI below 0.75 in 1999 made important
progress, ranging from six points in Niger to 27 points in Ethiopia. Other countries
include Chad and Mali (11 points), Mozambique (13 points), Burkina Faso (14
points), Djibouti (15 points) and Guinea (22 points). However, girls are facing
increasing disparities in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Secondary education:

Disparities in secondary education are more pronounced than in primary education.
The overall GPI for the LDCs was 0.81 in 2007, which marks an improvement of just
more than three points compared to 1999. The progress was much slower during this
period than in the last decade (20 points increase). This suggests that the priority
given to primary education has not carried over to higher levels.

There is also greater variation amongst countries, with GPIs ranging from a low 0.38
in Afghanistan to 1.27 in Lesotho. Only Timor-Leste has achieved gender parity at
this level of education. In 16 countries, less than one girl is enrolled in secondary
education out of every three boys. In three countries (Afghanistan, Chad and Yemen)
the GPI is below 0.50, meaning that only one girl is enrolled for every two boys.

4 Parity is reached when A GPI value is approaching 1.00 (due to the margins of error in the survey and
administrative data, a range between 0.97 and 1.03 is commonly considered to reflect parity. GPI's values below this
range indicate disparity against girls, and GPI's values beyond this range indicate disparity against boys.



It should ne noted however that most of the countries with low GPIs in 1999 have
made tremendous progress of more than 10 points in 2007. The highest progress has
been in Guinea, Chad, Gambia and Nepal. Other countries in this group that are
stagnating or even regressing include the Democratic Republic of Congo, Niger,
Ethiopia, Eritrea, and Djibouti. In all these countries the progress in primary
education has been achieved at the expense of secondary education.

Tertiary education:

The greatest gender disparities are reported at the tertiary level, with the situation
changing very little over time. Overall, the GPI for the LDCs has fluctuated slightly
since 1999, but ultimately remained the same value in 2007 at 0.58. However, this
average masks wide variation between countries, which range from 0.14 in Chad to
1.19 in Lesotho, where six women were enrolled for every five men pursuing tertiary
education. With the exception of Lao PDR (0.72) and Madagascar (0.89), all other
countries enroll less than one woman in tertiary education for every three men.

Nevertheless, several countries have reported progress of more than 10 points since
1999. They include: Lao PDR, the United Republic of Tanzania, Burkina Faso,
Malawi, and Ethiopia. Other countries have shown small progress like Madagascar,
Burundi and Bangladesh. It is important to note that the GPI in Djibouti has fallen
sharply from 1.06 in 1999 to 0.69 in 2007.



Gender parity ratio in Primary education, 2007
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Gender parity index in Secondary education, 2007
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Gender parity index in Tertiary education, 2007
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Secondary GPI
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Tertiary GPI
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Primary Net Enrolment rate (adjusted: including primary school age pupils enrolled in secondary), by sex
Indicators : 7-8-9
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Equatorial Guinea 9.7 911 = 935 = 921 895 E - - 69.4 981 E - 993 93 E - 707 953 E E 849 87 - E E 68.1
Eritrea 14.0 334 381 394 436 473 489 493 475 423 148 359 409 423 471 511 529 50.7 49 148 309 353 365 400 434 449 455 42 396
Ethiopia 25 347 385 225 46 456 489 604 660 723 258 a1 44 480 498 505 530 689 752 193 284 326 369 393 407 249 568 630 693
Gambia 452 727 696 69.7 67.6 712 64.6 623 739 714 544 771 727 716 695 712 629 60.1 7.9 693 394 68.2 664 67.8 657 712 662 64.6 758 737
Guinea 218 248 482 519 600 64.1 67.7 702 727 751 362 528 553 58.7 672 709 742 762 780 802 187 365 208 449 525 57.0 609 640 67.2 697
Guinea-Bissau 380 454 454 453 * E . E . . . 489 532 = 531 531 = . . . - . . 274 376 3n7 376 . . . E . -
Haiti 220 E - E 218 E - 27 i . .
Kiribati E 992 * E . 997 . E . - . E E . E - .. § . X . X § X . . § X . -
Lao People's Democratic Republic 619 76.2 712 769 785 814 819 827 837 863 66.7 795 805 799 816 824 844 850 861 885 573 728 739 737 753 782 793 803 812 821
Lesotho 725 57.7 779 780 784 785 762 755 727 . 64.2 54.3 749 749 756 758 739 733 710 E 799 611 810 811 812 813 786 778 744 .
Liberia E 222 66.2 - E - E . 395 - E 478 745 - E - E . 201 E - 366 57.9 E - . ¥ . 389 y
Madagascar 647 63.2 648 66.2 673 7.2 894 932 96.0 993 64.4 629 64.4 658 668 77.0 894 933 959 988 647 634 652 66.6 677 774 894 931 9.1 998
Malawi 488 989 96 934 918 876 505 E 922 911 891 85 410 . 9%.9 9.7 96 %07
Maldives E 980 9.7 980 98.0 . 999 98.1 98.1 970 E 977 982 973 974 - E 979 980 95 . 983 992 9.7 986 . . 984 981 976
Mali 202 268 * E - 539 = 539 539 501 605 630 a1 550 = E - 615 = 614 501 665 675 698 185 387 = E 263 * 463 486 517 536 56.2
Mauritania 375 64.3 645 681 696 710 785 771 799 810 407 645 648 687 * 694 702 770 75.2 780 787 317 64.0 642 * 675 698 * 718 80.1 792 819 834
Mozambique a5 524 561 60.9 569 - 711 766 76.0 69.6 413 585 619 665 608 - 750 804 790 719 371 464 503 553 530 . 672 729 731 673
Myanmar 986 E - E . E . . - 1000 E - E . .. . . X 971 . . . . X . . . -
Nepal E 670 * 728 = - E 790 * 801 = . - 765 E 747+ 798 = - E 82 83 = - - 783 - 587 * 655 = E - 736 * 746 " E E 746
Niger 261 264 212 309 344 383 422 425 440 455 208 312 318 363 405 447 491 490 505 518 181 213 224 251 281 316 48 356 371 388
Rwanda 679 E 686 707 756 718 791 = 018 9.0 691 E 679 = 696 743 703 766 895 927 651 E 693 = 718 770 734 815 = 941 953
samoa . 9.2 922 956 993 993 * 991 . . . . 945 915 946 E . E - - E - 939 93.0 9.6 . E - E . -
Sa0 Tome and Principe E 876 E - 983 = 992 995 993 993 = 993 E 879 E - E - E - - E - 873 - E - E - E .. -
Senegal 415 543 569 " 583 539 635 67.6 731 722 731 523 580 = 606 615 * 573 663 69.4 74.9 731 732 388 505 531 551 505 607 65.7 713 714 73.0
Sierra Leone 429 - E - - . - - - 498 - E - . - .. ¥ . § 364 X . i ¥ " . . " .
Solomon Islands . 633 = 618 E 642 = 621 . 623 * 615

alia 89 E 15 E 64

Sudan 408 40 . - . 462 a19 . 345 398 = . .
Timor-Leste E E 681 = - 630 E 696 = 641 ¥ 666 619
Togo 64.2 781 79.2 823 789 809 801 827 789 751 866 877 905 864 879 865 888 843 53.2 722 696 708 74.2 714 739 738 767 736
Tuvaly - . . . .. .
Uganda E . . E . . . - 94.7 E E - .. § X § . 933 § X . X § . § . 9.2
United Republic of Tanzania 517 297 535 = 585 741 832 880 927 980 - 502 488 528 = 58.4 746 82 » 889 95 986 . 509 505 582 586 735 823 = 872 918 -
Vanuatu E 919 96 941 978 966 * 941 979 886 877 . 923 91 936 970 = 963 * 95 9838 889 88.2 . 914 942 946 985 * 98 938 969 871
Yemen 487 563 586 663 = E 719 743 = 754 - - 714 704 702 = - . 838 857 = 85.4 - E 270 a5 264 * E - 504 624 = 650 E -
Zambia E 68.2 679 67.6 = 707 - 843 933 935 954 E 69.4 685 67.9 = 712 - 84.0 923 917 949 . 669 67.2 673 702 E 845 93 93 959
Least Developed Countries 530 56.7 587 610 638 67.1 699 733 75.7 76.0 586 60.5 610 63.4 674 705 732 75.9 780 780 472 528 58.3 606 60.0 636 66.5 706 733 740

Qualifier symbols legend
* = National estimation
= UIS estimation
issing data




Adult Literacy rate, by sexe"
Indicators : 10 - 11 - 12 - 13

Time Period [ 1985-1994 1995-2004 2005-2007
Country | Total | Male | Female | GPI Total | Male | Female | GPI Total | Male | Female | GPI

Afghanistan ...| 280 431 12.6 0.29

Angola .| 674 82.9 54.2 0.65
Bangladesh 35.3 443 25.8 0.58| 475 53.9 40.8 0.76| 53.5* 58.7 ** 48.0* 0.82
Benin 27.2 39.9 16.6 0.42| 347 47.9 233 0.49| 40.5* 53.1* 279* 053
Bhutan ...| 52.8 65.0 38.7 0.59
Burkina Faso 13.6 19.6 8.2 0.42| 218 29.4 15.2 0.52| 28.7 36.7 21.6 0.59
Burundi 374 48.2 275 0.57| 59.3 67.3 52.2 0.78] ...
Cambodia .| 736 84.7 64.1 0.76| 76.3 ** 858 ** 67.7* 0.79
Central African Republic 33.6 48.0 20.3 0.42| 48.6 64.8 335 0.52
Chad 12.2 ...| 284 39.4 18.0 0.46| 31.8** 43.0* 20.8* 048
Comoros 62.7 **  69.8 ** 55.7 * 0.80| 724* 781* 66.8* 086 75.1* 80.3* 69.8* 0.87
Democratic Republic of the Congo .| 672 80.9 54.1 0.67

Djibouti

Equatorial Guinea ...| 870 93.4 80.5 0.86
Eritrea ...| 525 65.4 40.2 0.62| 64.2* 76.2* 53.0* 0.70
Ethiopia 27.0 36.0 18.5 0.51| 35.9 50.0 22.8 0.46| 35.9 ** 50.0 ** 228 * 0.46
Gambia

Guinea .| 295 426 18.1 0.43

Guinea-Bissau
Haiti 46.2 **  46.6 ** 459 ** 0.99( 548 * 56.5* 532* 094 62.1* 60.1* 64.0* 1.07
Kiribati
Lao People's Democratic Republic ...| 687 77.0 60.9 0.79( 72.7 82.5 63.2 0.77
Lesotho .| 822 73.7 90.3 1.23
Liberia 40.8 ** 52,1 ** 29.7 ** 057 520* 583 * 457 * 078 555* 60.2* 509 * 0.84
Madagascar .| 707 76.5 65.3 0.85( ...
Malawi 485 65.3 335 0.51| 64.1 74.9 54.0 0.72| 71.8* 79.2* 646 * 0.82
Maldives 96.0 95.9 96.1 1.00| 96.3 96.2 96.4 1.00] 97.0* 97.0* 97.1* 1.00
Mali .| 240 32.7 15.9 0.49| 26.2 34.9 18.2 0.52
Mauritania ...| 512 59.5 434 0.73| 55.8 ** 63.3* 483 * 0.76
Mozambique .| 387 54.8 25.0 0.46| 44.4* 572 * 330* 0.58
Myanmar ...| 899 93.9 86.4 0.92
Nepal 33.0 49.2 17.4 0.35| 48.6 62.7 34.9 0.56| 56.5** 70.3* 436 * 0.62
Niger 9.4 9.4 9.4 1.00| 28.7 429 15.1 0.35
Rwanda 57.9 ...| 649 71.4 59.8 0.84
Samoa 97.9 98.4 97.4 0.99| 98.6* 98.9* 982* 099| 98.7* 98.9* 984 * 0.99
Sao Tome and Principe 73.2 85.2 61.9 0.73| 84.9 92.2 77.9 0.85| 87.9 ** 934 * 827 * 0.88
Senegal 26.9 36.9 17.9 0.48| 39.3 51.1 29.2 0.57| 41.9 52.3 33.0 0.63
Sierra Leone ...| 348 46.7 24.2 0.52| 38.1* 50.0* 26.8* 054
Solomon Islands

Somalia

Sudan® .| 609 711 51.8 0.73

Timor-Leste

Togo ...| 532 68.7 385 0.56

Tuvalu
Uganda 56.1 68.2 44.8 0.66| 68.1 783 58.9 0.75| 73.6 ** 81.8* 65.5* 0.80
United Republic of Tanzania 59.1 71.4 48.1 0.67| 69.4 775 62.2 0.80| 72.3* 79.0* 659 * 0.83
Vanuatu 65.5 **  68.4 ** 625* 091| 755* 77.6* 733* 094| 781* 80.0* 76.1* 0.95
Yemen 37.1 56.7 17.1 0.30| 54.1* 733* 347* 047| 589* 77.0* 405* 053
Zambia 65.0 73.0 57.4 0.79] 69.1 80.9 61.8 0.76) 70.6 ** 80.8 ** 60.7 ** 0.75
MDG: Least Developed Countries 46.1 56.1 36.6 0.65 53.4 63.0 44.2 0.70 56.6 65.8 47.8 0.73

1. All litreacy data present in the table are the latest available national data and UIS GALP projection for each reference time period.
2. Data for Sudan cover North only

**= UIS GALP projection

See metadata notes for broader explanation of national literacy definition, sources and reference year of the data.
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[Aighanisian [Agranstan 700 [ mcs [0 Greadesityor | sei | [Aghansan
iy i o anewiper declaration
[Angola [Angor 001 | MICS [Literacy I defined as the ablty (o ead easiyor | Sell | [Angola
Jwith difficulty a leter or a newspaper declaration
[Bangladesn AL | Populion | R & dnad s e | Pl | (B 2001 | Populdion |A person who s able  wirte  leter i any Seii | [Bangiaden 2007 | GALP _[2001 Papultion Census: A person who is bl to | el
Census. [ne can, with understanding, both | declaration Census [language has been considered aslterate. declaration rite  leter in any language has been considered | dclaration
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Census [understandi
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satement on his everyday lfe
[Cambodia [Cambodia 2004 | Inter-censual | The abilfy 1 read and wrie with undersanding | Self | [Cambodi 2007 | GALP _[2004 Iner-censual Popuilation Survey: The abiliy | el
Population  [in any language. A person i lierate when he can | declaration 0 rean and write with understanding inany | declaration
Survey read and write  simple messat lant I rson i literate when he can read
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s 2000}
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Indicators : 14 - 15 -

Country

‘Afghanistan

ngola
Bangladesh

Cambodia
Central African Republic
Chad

Comoros
Demacratic Republic of the Cong
Djibouti

Equatorial Guinea

Eritrea

Ethiopia

Gambia

Samoa
Sao Tome and Principe
Senegal
Sierra Leone

Solomon Islands
Somalia

Timor-Leste

Least Developed Countries

Qualifier symbols legend
= National estimation

UIS estimation

n=nil o negligeable

= non applicable

ising data.
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