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1. What can be done to reinforce the right to seek and receive information in the online 

environment? 

This can only be possible is the Internet is affordable to all including the underprivileged. 

Although there are numerous on-line platforms that would empower people, majority are not 

aware, and only tend to be obsessed with socio media, especially the youth. 

There is need for outreach and education so that people can use the Internet to access 

information relevant to improvement of quality of life, like free learning platforms. 

 

2. What mechanisms can develop policies and common standards for open-licensed 

educational resources and scientific repositories, and for the long-term preservation 

of digital heritage? 

This may vary from developed and developing regions and may also be dependent on political 

goodwill. However access to open on-line resources, especially cultural heritage can help spur 

economic growth as well as improve harmony within the different ethnic groups. The best 

approach would be to ensure that Government and Lawmakers are represented in the 

processes, with a clear undertaking to owning up the outcome. 

 

3. How can greater progress be made as regards inclusive strategies for women and 

girls as well as marginalized and disabled people? 

Empowerment is the word. With these comes resources and clearly defined goals and 

objectives. Then come the other bit of preference in opportunities as well as employment. 

 

4. How can accessibility be facilitated through increases in locally produced and 

relevant content in different languages? 



Outreach programs and media. An example is the ICT English/Swahili wiki platform 

http://dcom.co.ke 

Although the platform has had over 200,000 visitors in a space of 6 months, most local 

populace are not aware of its existence since they have not heard of it, due to lack of resources 

for media coverage. There is also need to work with existing local media stations or encourage 

setting up of new ones. 

That is where the radio, visual and print media comes in handy. 

 

5. What can be done to institutionalize Media and Information Literacy (MIL) effectively 

in national educational systems? 

The fist instance is awareness creation then bridging stakeholders together in a round-table 

discussion with the government agencies and stakeholders. 

 

6. What are the current and emerging challenges relevant to freedom of expression 

online? 

Terrorism, theft and illiteracy. Due to the perceived that most of the criminals use the 

communication platforms, there has been efforts to profile peoples data, which directly brings in 

the issue of privacy.  Illiteracy in terms of lack of education and knowledge of how to safely use 

the platforms have also contributed to the challenges. 

 

7. How can legislation in a diverse range of fields which impacts on the Internet respect 

freedom of expression in line with international standards? 

First, majority of legislators that debate and pass the bills are not fully conversant with 

international standards. The only way would be to have a multi-stakeholder driven forum that 

includes the legislators and stakeholders including the civil society as well as other international 

agencies, such as the UN participate 

 

8. Is there a need for specific protections for freedom of expression for the Internet? 

Yes. Absolutely. This is the only place one can publish and share issues or things one cannot 

openly talk about. With it, has come readily space for expression. This right needs to be 

protected as it stands to speak out for less privileged and point out ills in society, thus leading to 

appropriate civil action and more democracy and inclusion. 

 

9. To what extent do laws protect digitally interfaced journalism and journalistic 

sources? 

I think this depends on country's' laws. In Kenya for instance, it is an offense to publish material 

seen not go by the established law. 

 



10. What are the optimum ways to deal with online hate speech? How can Media and 

Information Literacy empower users to understand and exercise freedom of 

expression on the Internet? 

Responsibility and respect. By engaging in "hate speech" to me that amounts to misuse of the 

facility there should be a way to deal with such cases.  In order to empower users, I think there 

has to be more relevant content that are geared toward improvement of quality of life. It wold be 

better for people to know assume to own the facility, and also to know that there is no anonymity 

online. whatever evil you publish online, you will be caught up with and held to accountable 

 

11. What are the optimum systems for independent self-regulation by journalistic actors 

and intermediaries in cyberspace?  

Unions and groupings. These need to have guidelines and publish codes of ethics. 

 

12. What principles should ensure respect for the right to privacy?  

Human dignity 

 

13. What is the relationship between privacy, anonymity and encryption?  

Privacy the ability of an individual or group to seclude themselves, or information about 

themselves. Anonymity is hiding one identity to disseminate information. Encryption is the 

protection of data and information from third parties. All tend to mean the same thing, but only 

depends on application. 

 

14. What is the importance of transparency around limitations of privacy?  

This is not important at all. 

 

15. What kinds of arrangements can help to safeguard the exercise of privacy in relation 

to other rights? 

Outreach and capacity building as well as proper legislation 

 

16. How can openness and transparency of data be reconciled with privacy?  

When it comes to openness, there should be limitations to the kind of data or information, as too 

much transparency can infringe on a person's privacy. A line need to be drawn on the extent of 

transparency. 

 

17. What may be the impact of issues relating to big data on respect for privacy?  



It all depends in data type. However, some big data may have impact negatively on privacy and 

lead to legal suites. 

 

18. How can security of personal data be enhanced?  

By having conducive regulating mechanisms and capacity building on users to know their rights. 

 

19. How can Media and Information Literacy be developed to assist individuals to protect 

their privacy? 

Dissemination on the clauses that provide the individual rights, since majority are not aware. 

 

20. How can ethical principles based on international human rights advance accessibility, 

openness, and multi-stakeholder participation on the Internet?  

By building more capacity and developing more on-line resources that will be easily accessible. 

 

21. What conceptual frameworks or processes of inquiry could serve to analyse, assess, 

and thereby inform the choices that confront stakeholders in the new social uses and 

applications of information and knowledge?  

Research 

 

22. How does ethical consideration relate to gender dimensions of the Internet?   

Varies from community to community and literacy levels. 

 

23. How can ethics, - i.e. the simultaneous affirmation of human rights, peace, equity, and 

justice - inform law and regulation about the Internet?  

All these are dependent of governments interests 

 

24. What international, regional and national frameworks, normative guidelines and 

accountability mechanisms exist of relevance to one or more fields of the study?  

Cyber Security Strategy - ICT Authority 

www.icta.go.ke/wp-content/.../GOK-national-cybersecurity-strategy.pdf 
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25. How do cross-jurisdictional issues operate with regard to freedom of expression and 

privacy?  

There is definite reginal legal mechanisms on cross border jurisdictions on freedoms and 

privacy. 

 

26. What are the intersections between the fields of study: for example, between access 

and freedom of expression; ethics and privacy; privacy and freedom of expression; 

and between all four elements?  

privacy, but at times there is lack of ethical expression. 

 

27. What pertinent information materials exist that cut across or which are relevant to the 

four fields of the study?  

freedom of expression 

 

28. What might be the options for role of UNESCO within the wider UN system in regard 

to the distinct issues of online Access to information and knowledge, Freedom of 

Expression, Privacy and Ethical dimensions of the information society?  

Prevail upon states to enact bills that adhere to passed resolutions 

 

29. What might be options for the role of UNESCO in relation to stakeholders outside the 

UN system?  

Publish more online resources and outreach missions. 

 

30. For each study field, what specific options might UNESCO Member States consider? 

Provide support  

 


