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What mechanisms can develop policies and common standards for open-

licensed educational resources and scientific repositories, and for 

the long-term preservation of digital heritage? 

A Swedish example regarding policies for open-licensed educational resources is UR (Swedish 

Educational Broadcasting Company). It is one of the three public service broadcasters in 

Sweden, the other ones being Swedish Radio (SR) and Swedish Television (SVT). UR is licensed 

by the government and has as their aim to producing and broadcasting educational and 

general knowledge programmes which the aim to enhance, fill out, and strengthen the work of 

other actors active in education. UR is also responsible for producing programmes for people 

with disabilities and for ethnic and language minorities in Sweden. UR run a digital terrestrial 

free to air channel in collaboration with SVT called Kuskapskanalen (the Knowledge Channel) 

and also broadcast programming content on regular SR and SVT channels. All programming 

content produced by UR and SVT is made available online via on demand services and on the 

broadcasters’ web pages. UR also produces web unique material for children with special needs 

UR is financed by the public service licensing fee. 

 

 

What are the optimum ways to deal with online hate speech? 

One way of dealing with online hate speech is through education. The Swedish Media Council, 
a government agency whose primary task is to promote the empowering of minors as 
conscious media users and to protect them from harmful media influences. Since June 2013 the 
authority has been responsible for running the No Hate Speech Campaign in Sweden. The No 
Hate Speech Movement is a campaign by the Council of Europe that promotes human rights 
online, with the aim to reduce the level of acceptance of hate speech and to develop online 
youth participation and citizenship, as part of the multi stakeholder approach to Internet 
governance. In Sweden the No Hate campaign has been focusing especially on racial 
discrimination, sexism and other forms of intolerance.  
 
Related links: 
http://www.statensmedierad.se/Om-Statens-medierad/In-English/ 

http://www.nohatespeechmovement.org/  

 

 

http://www.statensmedierad.se/Om-Statens-medierad/In-English/
http://www.nohatespeechmovement.org/


Is there a need for specific protections for freedom of expression 

for the Internet? 

To what extent do laws protect digitally interfaced journalism and 

journalistic sources? 

The Swedish Broadcasting Authority is mainly responsible for investigating and issuing 
broadcasting licenses for terrestrial television, community and commercial radio as well as 
licenses for temporary broadcasts. Among their tasks is also safeguarding freedom of 
expression online by providing constitutional protection for online content. Constitutional 
protection implies, inter alia, that: 

 specific liability regulations apply for freedom of expression violations 
 the publisher is responsible for what is published 
 an informant has the right to remain anonymous – the authorities may not research 

their name and journalists may not reveal the informant’s identity 
 the authorities may not preview or hinder publication (censorship ban) 
 the Personal Data Act (PuL) does not apply if its application is contrary to the 

Fundamental Law on Freedom of Expression.  

(Information on the Personal Data Act can be found on the Swedish Data Inspection Board's 
website.) 

Constitutional protection for websites 
Mass media companies may have automatic constitutional protection and should, in that case, 
notify the Swedish Broadcasting Authority of the publisher and the name of the website. All 
those who wish to do so may apply for a certificate of no legal impediment to publication, 
which is decided on by the Swedish Broadcasting Authority in cases where the website is 
constitutionally protected. Even websites published by mass media companies - and which 
have automatic constitutional protection - may apply for legal impediment to publication. 

Webcasts and e-mail distribution 
Webcasts and web radio have automatic constitutional protection. This applies to live 
broadcasting and replay of programmes at times decided upon by the broadcaster. Webcasts 
with automatic constitutional protection should be registered with the Swedish Broadcasting 
Authority. Even mass distribution of e-mails, such as newsletters, may be covered by automatic 
constitutional protection and should also be registered with the Swedish Broadcasting 
Authority. 

Related links: 

http://radioochtv.se/en/licensing/internet/.  
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