
 1 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL,  
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION 

 

 

 

 
 

Memorial Day to killed journalists 
Moscow, Russian Federation 

15 December 2011 
 

Words  
by 

Jānis Kārkliņš 
Assistant Director-General 

Communication and Information Sector 
UNESCO 

 
 
 
 
 

Moscow 
15 December 2011 

 

 



 2 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

This Memorial Day is an occasion to remind all societies and 

Governments of the world – and specifically in Russia -- of the 

importance of protecting the fundamental human right of 

freedom of expression, as enshrined in Article 19 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  

The facts are, sadly, clear: violence against media professionals 

constitutes today one of the greatest threats to freedom of 

expression. 

Over the past decade, we have witnessed a dramatic escalation 

of violence against journalists, media professionals and 

associated personnel. In many countries around the world, 

media professionals are harassed, attacked, detained and even 

murdered. According to professional organizations, over past 

ten years, more than 500 hundred journalists were killed.  

In Russia alone, the Committee to Protect Journalists has 

investigated on the murder of 52 media professionals since 

1993. Hundreds more media workers were arrested, threatened 

or attacked because of their work.  

The truth is that being a journalist today has never been more 

dangerous – and important.  

Those who risk their lives to provide independent and reliable 

information deserve our admiration, respect and support. They 

understand better than anyone that media contributes 

significantly to processes of accountability, reconstruction and 
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reconciliation. Indeed, the growth in violence against journalist 

is telling, if tragic, testimony to the importance of the media to 

modern democracies.  

The safety of journalists is an issue that affects us all.  

Every aggression against a journalist is an attack on our most 

fundamental freedoms.  

Press freedom and freedom of expression cannot be enjoyed 

without basic security. This is why we must pledge to 

strengthen our efforts to secure the safety of journalists.  

Insecurity is the result of work in conflict zones – but not only. 

The safety of journalists is threatened across the world in times 

of peace, because of their reporting on local affairs of 

corruption and abuse.  

I call on all public authorities to end the pervasive culture of 

impunity that surrounds violence against journalists. 

Governments must fulfill their responsibility to ensure that 

crimes against media professionals are investigated and 

prosecuted.  

In this respect, I wish to congratulate the Russian Union of 

Journalists for its tireless efforts to combat impunity.  

Because the work of journalists is so fundamental, UNESCO 

honours each year those who have made a notable contribution 

to promoting press freedom by awarding the UNESCO-

Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize.  
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Sadly, Laureates of this Prize have fallen victims of these 

heinous attacks.  

I am thinking, for instance, of the tragic assassination of Anna 

Politkovskaya, our 2007 laureate of this Prize. This was a loss 

for Russia. This was a loss for freedom of expression 

everywhere.  

This Memorial Dday is a chance for us to come together, and to 

reflect on how we can better reinforce and respect the media’s 

vital role in promoting sustainable peace, democracy and 

development.  

On this day, let us commemorate the media professionals who 

have lost their lives, and honour those who bring us information 

despite danger and risk.  

Above all, let us appreciate the intimate relationship between 

securing the safety of journalists and realizing our own 

freedoms.  

Our ability to act as informed citizens of the world depends on 

a media that can work freely and safely. 

This is our message, today and into the future.  


