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Good morning ladies and gentlemen. 

 

May I also welcome you to the 2010 Open Educational Resources 

(OER) Policy Forum. 

 

UNESCO believes that universal access to high quality education 

is key to the building of peace, sustainable social and economic 

development, and intercultural dialogue. Open Educational 

Resources provide a strategic opportunity to improve both access 

and the quality of education as well as facilitate policy dialogue, 

knowledge sharing and capacity building. 

 

The UNESCO Communication and Information (CI) Sector is very 

pleased to be an intersectoral partner with the Education Sector in 

the UNESCO OER Programme. 

 

The CI-developed UNESCO OER Platform 
My colleague, the ADG of the Education Sector has provided the 

UNESCO definition of OERs and described the Education 

Sector’s OER Programme with it’s focus on increasing awareness 

and providing support for the development of the enabling OER 

Policy environment. 

 

The overarching objective for the Communication and Information 

(CI) Sector is to build inclusive knowledge societies through 

information and communication. 

 

The ICT in Education, Science and Culture Section of the 

Communication and Information (CI) Sector is developing a new, 
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innovative UNESCO OER Platform which will offer selected 

UNESCO publications as OERs and allow global communities of 

practice including teachers, learners, and education professionals 

to freely copy, adapt, and share their resources.  

 

The first UNESCO publication to be OER-rized (transformed into 

OER format) will be the UNESCO Model Curricula for Journalism 

Education produced by the Communication Development Division 

of the CI Sector. {Please hold up the little red book.} The Curricula 

has been very successful adapted by 57 university journalism 

schools in 45 Member States. We have agreements with the 

journalism schools of the University of Namibia and the 

Polytechnic of Namibia to OER-rize and share their curricula on 

the Platform. 

  

By persuading and assisting additional journalism schools to 

share their adapted curricula in OER format on the Platform, we 

provide the professor, curricula developer, or quality assurance 

assessor looking to develop their own curricula with an 

unparalleled opportunity to easily and intuitively select and 

compare curricula from near-by or international institutions, in 

their own language. They are then able to easily, legally, and 

freely “copy” the content closest to their requirements to adapt to 

their local requirements. 

  

UNESCO also significantly benefits from the OER Platform by 

establishing stronger, continuous links with institutions, being able 

to tap into new materials and innovations from the world-wide 
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institutions, and more rapidly building new versions of products, or 

rapidly responding to new issues. 

 

The OER Platform will foster strong Intersectoral cooperation 

between Sectors as CI Sector has received commitments from all 

Sectors to provide ideal UNESCO publications for OER-rization. 

 

The OER Platform Project has received favourable support from 

the UNESCO Permanent Delegation of the United States of 

America with Extrabudgetary funding support of $50,000. 

  

As OERs are libre educational materials, OERs are very closely 

related to the CI programme areas of Open Access (OA) to 

scientific information, and Free and Open Source Software 

(FOSS). The OER Platform will be developed as Free and Open 

Source Software (FOSS) and the source-code will be contributed 

to the worldwide FOSS community.  

  

The Sector is currently in negotiations with the Africa Virtual Open 

Initiatives and Resources (AVOIR) Consortium comprising of 11 

African universities to develop the Platform which is expected to 

launch in the end of 2011. 

 

The OPAL Initiative 
In partnership with the Education Sector, UNESCO is a member 

of the Open Educational Quality (OPAL) Initiative to develop a 

Framework of global best practices using OERs to improve quality 

and innovation in Education. 
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The OER Literacy Project 
Again, in partnership with the Education Sector, UNESCO is 

developing an OER Literacy Project which will identify, customize 

and make available adult literacy Open Educational Resources 

(OER) materials and programmes. The use of these resources 

will be supported in a selected pilot country in 2011, targeting 

selected groups of trainers of trainers, literacy facilitators and 

learners. An initial assessment of the potential of OER as effective 

tools to reach better quality learning and at a larger scale and of 

the conditions enabling their effective use, will be conducted with 

the results made available to interested educators, policy makers 

and the general public. 

 

Conclusion 
We look forward to fully participating in today’s Forum. We are 

especially keen to identify content partners for the UNESCO OER 

Platform. Please don’t hesitate to review the OER page on the CI 

website for more information. 

 

 

English – www.unesco.org/webworld/en/oer  

French – www.unesco.org/webworld/fr/oer  

 

 

 


