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Your Excellencies, 
Honorable Exhibition Curators,  
Distinguished guests and colleagues,  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It gives me great pleasure to open this impressive 

photojournalism exhibition, which explores the lives of Afghan 

women leading social change through their work in journalism and 

other areas of particular public relevance.  

In countries so deeply damaged by conflict like Afghanistan, it is 

particularly important to support women in their efforts to take an 

active part in their society’s reconstruction. However, Afghan 

citizens, and especially women, will only be able to fully contribute 

to profound societal and political change if they enjoy access to a 

wide range of impartial and editorially independent information 

sources. Just as significant is to guarantee that they can freely 

express themselves. UNESCO has thus for several years been 

promoting an environment conducive to the fulfillment of these 

essential pre-conditions in the country. 

This exhibition sheds light on the courage Afghan women 

journalists who, on a daily basis, are at great risk of being 

threatened, maltreated, detained or even killed. As media 

professionals, these women are vital agents in Afghanistan’s 

search for peace, security and development. However, they face 

grave menaces for uncovering misdoing, criminal offence and 

mistreatment, especially of women. In contrast to their male 

colleagues, they have to overcome further, gender-related 

obstacles, such as societal restrictions, resistance of their family, 
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discrimination at work and culturally determined threats to life and 

physical conditions. UNESCO is vigorously committed to assist 

women journalists in Afghanistan, within our broader efforts to 

promote women’s engagement in conflict resolution, peace-

building and reconstruction.  

I am convinced that this exhibition significantly contributes to the 

promotion of women´s critical role as a vehicle for freedom of 

expression and freedom of information, human development and 

women´s empowerment in Afghanistan. These pictures are 

unique pieces that reflect how Afghan women working in 

journalism and other critical fields, are making every effort - even 

jeopardizing their lives - to participate in building a stable 

democracy and shaping the modern Afghanistan. The importance 

of these portrayals is heightened in light of the worldwide 

underrepresentation of women in the media, female stereotyping 

in news coverage, and the need to promote women’s leadership 

and fight discrimination in the media industry.  

I would like to extend my deep thanks to the partners who have 

organized this exhibition and made it possible for us to host it at 

UNESCO, and especially to curators Jane McElhone and 

Khorshied Samad, who have joined us today. In closing, I would 

like to express my sincere admiration for the committed, brave 

and relentless protagonists of these pictures. I am certain that you 

will all find them and their stories most memorable. 

 

 


