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Republic of Korea - Seungjeongwon Ilgi,  
The Diaries of the Royal Secretariat 

PART A – ESSENTIAL INFORMATION 

Seungjeongwon Ilgi has the largest amount of authentic historic recordings and state 
secrets of the Joseon Dynasty from the 17th century to the early 20th century. 
Diaries written in the late 19th century and the early 20th century show how Western 
influence opened the door of the closed Joseon Dynasty. A  vast amount of records from 
close observation of the king was kept by royal secretaries and scribes. 
Some portions of the diaries have been restored after wars and fires. Still, they have an 
importance of their own in showing how our ancestors collected authentic data and 
restored records, while reminding us of the importance of preserving historic recordings. 
 

1. Identity and Location 

1.1 Name of documentary heritage 
Seungjeongwon* Ilgi, The Diaries of the Royal Secretariat, consists of 3,243 diaries which 
on April 9, 1999 were together designated as National Treasure No. 303. 
 
1. Seungjeongwon Ilgi: 3,045 diaries 
2. Seungseonwon Ilgi: 4 diaries 
3. Gungnaebu Ilgi: 5 diaries 
4. Biseogam Ilgi: 156 diaries 
5. Gyujanggak Ilgi: 33 diaries 
 
 
1.2 Country 
Republic of Korea 
 
1.3 State, province or region 
Seoul Metropolitan City 
 
 
 

                                                           
* The Seungjeongwon was the Royal Secretariat of the Joseon Dynasty. It was responsible for 
recording in diaries the daily events of all the dynasty's kings. Its name was changed several times, 
and the name of the diaries accordingly, as shown below. But all the diaries together are treated 
here as one documentary heritage referred to as Seungjeongwon Ilgi. 



 
1.4 Address 
San 56-1 
Sillim 9-dong 
Gwanak-gu 
Seoul Metropolitan City 
 #151-742, Republic of Korea 
 
1.5 Name of organization or institution (if appropriate) 

Gyujanggak Library, Seoul National University 

2. Legal Information 

2.1 Owner (name and contact details) 
Name: Cultural Properties Administration 
 
Contact Point: 
Daejeon Government Complex 
920, Dunsan-dong 
Seo-gu 
Daejeon Metropolitan City 
#302-701, Republic of Korea 
 
Tel: 82-42-481-4725 
Fax: 82-42-481-4685 
 
2.2 Custodian (name and contact details) 
Name: Seoul National University 
Contact Point: 
San 56-1 
Sillim 9-dong 
Gwanak-gu 
Seoul Metropolitan City 
#151-742, Republic of Korea 
 
Tel: 82-2-880-5001 
Fax: 82-2-876-4117 
 
 
2.3 Legal status  ( if different from 2.1) 

(a) category of ownership (e.g. public, corporate or private) 
Government Property 
(b) details of legal and administrative provisions for the preservation of the documentary 

heritage 
Protection of Cultural Properties Act 
Documentary properties having historical and artistic significance are preserved by 
the Protection of Cultural Properties Act of Korea. To ensure preservatory 
management on the national level, Seungjeongwon Ilgi, The Diaries of the Royal 
Secretariat, was designated as National Treasure No. 303. The relevant articles 
under the Protection of Cultural Properties Act are as follows: 
 



i) Article 1 (Purpose): The purpose of the Protection of Cultural Properties Act is 
to preserve and restore invaluable cultural properties and thus to safeguard 
the cultural heritage of the Korean people as well as to contribute to the 
cultural advancement of mankind. 

 
ii) Article 2 (Definition): "Cultural Properties" in Korea refers to tangible cultural 

materials handed down for generations  which are considered to have great 
historical, artistic, or academic value. 

 
iii) Article 4 (Designation of National Treasures and Treasures): The 

Administrator of the Cultural Properties Administration may designate 
Treasures from among important cultural properties and also may designate 
National Treasures which have outstanding value and rarity from among these 
Treasures, in both cases after consultation with and approval by the Cultural 
Properties Committee. 

 
iv) Article 19(Record Keeping): Cultural Properties Administration shall keep a 

record of important state-designated cultural properties . 
 

v) Article  25 (Administrative order): The Administrator of the Cultural Properties 
Administration or the head of the local government concerned may give orders 
to the owner, custodian, or managing organization for the better management 
and protection of nationally designated tangible cultural properties when they 
need repair work, installation of protective facilities, or removal of an obstacle. 

 
vi) Article 28 (Subsidy): The government may partially or fully subsidize the 

management, protection, repair work, and record- keeping of the nationally 
designated cultural properties. 

 
 
Administrative Provisions: The Enforcement Decree of the Cultural Properties 
Protection Act prescribes the particulars necessary to enforce  the Cultural Properties 
Protection Act. 
 
 
(c) accessibility 
 
For the preservation of the original copies of Seungjeongwon Ilgi, housed in the 
Gyujanggak Library of Seoul National University, public viewing is not allowed. But 
the 141 photocopies compiled by the National History Compilation Committee (1961-
1977) from the original Seungjeongwon Ilgi, which was written in grass characters, 
are available for public reference. The Korean translations of The Diaries of King 
Gojong's Reign and of The Diaries of King Sunjong's Reign in Seungjeongwon Ilgi, 
which were started by the Korean Classics Research Institute and the King Sejong 
the Great Memorial Society in 1994, will be completed by 2006 and available for 
public reference. Moreover, the Academy of Korean Studies has scanned and 
provides through the Internet the hand-written copies by the Annals Compilation 
Committee of the Yi Royal Household Office of the Seungjeongwon Ilgi that cover 
from the 2nd year (1851) of King Cheoljong to the 4th year (1910) of King Sunjong. 
The National History Compilation Committee plans to digitize the photocopies of all 
the diaries and provide them through the Internet in the near future. 
 



(d) copyright status 

The period of the copyright protection for Seungjeongwon Ilgi has already expired, 
since under Section 36 of the Copyright Law it is prescribed as 50 years from the 
death of the writer. Still, derived publications, productions, and compilations which 
make creative use of Seungjeongwon Ilgi, including translations, dramatizations, and 
visual productions, are protected by copyrights, as they are regarded as original 
works. 
 

2.4 Responsible administration 

details should be given of the mechanism or organization already established, or to be 
established, to ensure the proper management of the documentary heritage  

Organization (already established): Cultural Properties Administration 
Contact Point: 
Daejeon Government Complex 
920, Dunsan-dong 
Seo-gu 
Daejon Metropolitan City 
#302-701, Republic of Korea 
Tel: 82-42-481-4725 
Fax: 82-42-481-4685 
 
Major Responsibilities: The preservation, management, and proper use of cultural 
properties 
- Maintenance of the original status of cultural properties and establishment and 
enforcement of preservation policies for them 
- Research on cultural properties and its distribution for public use 
- Providing administrative guidance and support to the owners, managers, and 
managing organizations of cultural properties 
- Providing cultural properties administrative services to the public 
 
 

3. Identification 

3.1 Description and inventory 
 
The Seungjeongwon, the Royal Secretariat of the Joseon Dynasty, was responsible 
for keeping Seungjeongwon Ilgi, The Diaries of the Royal Secretariat, a detailed record 
of the daily events and official schedules of the court, from the Joseon Dynasty's first 
king, Taejo, to its 27th and last, Sunjong. But through the vicissitudes of time, only 
3,243 diaries are extant. 
 
The extant diaries have detailed information on 288 years of the Joseon Dynasty, from 
March 12, 1623 (the 1st year of the 16th king, Injo), the year of the government reform 
following the deposing of the tyrant King Gwanghaegun, to August 29, 1910 (the 4th 
year of the 27th king, Sunjong), the year of the Japanese Annexation of Korea. 
 
 
<Total Number of Diaries: 3,243> 



 
• 1st – 105th diaries: Seungjeongwon Ilgi of King Injo's Reign (Mar. 1623 – May 1649) 
• 106th – 159th diaries: Seungjeongwon Ilgi of King Hyojong's Reign (Jun. 1649 – Dec. 1659) 
• 160th – 243rd diaries: Seungjeongwon Ilgi of King Hyeonjong's Reign (Jan. 1660 – Dec. 1674) 
• 244th – 522nd diaries: Seungjeongwon Ilgi of King Sukjong's Reign (Jan. 1675 – May 1720) 
• 523rd – 571st diaries: Seungjeongwon Ilgi of King Gyeongjong's Reign (May 1720 – Jul. 1724) 
• 572nd – 1,377th diaries: Seungjeongwon Ilgi of King Yeongjo's Reign (Aug. 1724 – Mar. 1776) 
• 1,378th – 1,823rd diaries: Seungjeongwon Ilgi of King Jeongjo's Reign (Mar. 1776 – Jun. 1800) 
• 1,824th – 2,309th diaries: Seungjeongwon Ilgi of King Sunjo's Reign (Jul. 1800 – Nov. 1834) 
• 2,310th – 2,486th diaries: Seungjeongwon Ilgi of King Heonjong's Reign (Dec. 1834 – Jul. 1849) 
• 2,487th – 2,669th diaries: Seungjeongwon Ilgi of King Cheoljong's Reign (Aug. 1849 – Dec. 1863) 
• 2,670th – 3,045th diaries: Seungjeongwon Ilgi of King Gojong's Reign (Jan. 1864 – Jun. 1894) 
• 3,046th – 3,049th diaries: Seungseonwon Ilgi of King Gojong's Reign (Jul. – Oct. 1894) 
• 3,050th – 3,054th diaries: Gungnaebu Ilgi of King Gojong's Reign (Nov. 1894 – Mar. 1895) 
• 3,055th – 3,062nd diaries: Early Biseogam Ilgi of King Gojong's Reign (Apr. – Oct. 1895) 
• 3,063rd – 3,177th diaries: Biseowon Ilgi of King Gojong's Reign (Nov. 1895 – Feb. 1905) 
• 3,178th – 3,205th diaries: Late Biseogam Ilgi of King Gojong's Reign (Mar. 1905 – Jun. 1907) 
• 3,206th – 3,210th diaries: Late Biseogam Ilgi of King Sunjong's Reign (Jun. – Oct. 1907) 
• 3,211th – 3,243rd diaries: Gyujanggak Ilgi of King Sunjong's Reign (Dec. 1907 – Aug. 1910) 
 
<The Structure and Role of the Seungjeongwon> 
The Seungjeongwon, the Royal Secretariat, was composed of six royal secretaries, or seungji 
(senior grade of the 3rd court rank), and two scribes, or juseo (senior grade of the 7th court rank). 
Of the six royal secretaries, the chief secretary (doseungji) took charge of the Ministry of History, 
one of the vice secretaries (jwaseungji) of the Ministry of War, the other vice secretary (useungji) of 
the Ministry of Finance, the assistant secretary of the jwaseungji (jwabuseungji) of the Ministry of 
Culture and Education, the assistant secretary of the useungji (ubuseungji) of the Ministry of 
Industry, and the assistant secretary of the jwabuseungji and the ubuseungji (dongbuseungji) of the 
Ministry of Justice. The two scribes took charge of records and assigned clerks (gajuseo) to take 
their place when they were unavailable themselves. War affairs were recorded by emergency 
clerks (sabyeon gajuseo). 
 
<Recording and Compilation Methods> 
All everyday recordings were written in chronological order daily. Monthly records were usually 
compiled into one diary, but sometimes into more than one. The original draft of the diary is called 
sachimbon and the revised edition ochimbon.  
 

<Diarizing Methods> 
 
1) The king's appointments including gyeongyeon, or discussions with scholars on the Confucian 

and other Chinese classics, meetings with court functionaries, administrative acts, and affairs in 
the queen's inner palace were listed in the preface to a monthly diary. 

2) A king's reign title, a date name in accordance with the sexagenary cycle, and a lunar date and 
month were recorded all together in every day's diary. The date by the solar calendar was 
added from 1907. 

3) The names of the royal secretaries and of the scribes are recorded in every day's diary. 
Underneath the list are recorded the names of daily deputy officials and their attendance or 
absence. 

4) The details of the main text are written in the order of the daily tasks of the Seungjeongwon, 
daily regards to the king and his queen, the king's gyeongyeon, the Seungjeongwon's 
personnel affairs, reports from different ministries, and the king's commands. 

5) Especially, as gyeongyeon took the role of a channel of communication through which the king 
could impart his aims for education and his political opinions, they were recorded in detail, 
including the time and place, a list of those in attendance, and the subjects of discussion. 



 
Seungjeongwon Ilgi is considered to be an administrative reference of historical rarity and value. It 
records important court affairs in great detail, the Seungjeongwon secretaries having closely 
assisted and observed the kings. Of all Korean cultural properties, it constitutes the most massive 
compilation of records. What is more, Seungjeongwon Ilgi provided primary reference sources for 
the compilation of Annals of the Joseon Dynasty, which are already listed as a documentary 
heritage on UNESCO's Memory of the World, testimony to their invaluable attributes. 
 
3.2 Bibliographic/Registration details 
 
Bibliographical and Registration Details about Seungjeongwon Ilgi 
 
(1) Seungjeongwon Ilgi (accession number Gyu. No. 12,788): 3,045 diaries compiled 

by Seungjeongwon; hand-written copies; 41.2 x 29.4 cm each 
 
Seungjeongwon Ilgi, The Diaries of the Royal Secretariat of the Joseon Dynasty, 
recorded for the 271 years of the dynasty from March 1623 (the 1st year of King Injo) 
to June 1894 (the 31st year of King Gojong) the daily royal accounts, administrative 
affairs, and court ceremonies which were in the purview of  the Royal Secretariat. The 
keeping of diaries began in the founding year of the Joseon Dynasty, but those of the 
kings before King Injo were burned to ashes during the Japanese invasions of Korea 
and by palace fires. The extant 3,045 diaries are preserved in the Gyujanggak Library. 
(The library originally had 3,047, but Nos. 2,454 and 2,465 have been lost over the 
years). 
 
On general principle, the daily records were supposed to be compiled into one diary 
every month. But most diaries recording the earlier period of a king were rather 
roughly written, so that two to five months were compiled into one diary. Later in a 
reign the content tended to increase, so that two diaries might be needed for one 
month. The diaries of kings before the reign of King Injo all vanished into smoke from 
the Japanese invasion of Korea in 1592, the Revolt of Yi Gwal, and palace fires. Of the 
extant 3,045 diaries, 934 were restored: 548 diaries from the 1st year (1623) of King 
Injo to the 1st year (1721) of King Gyeongjong, 3 diaries in the 22nd year (1822) and 4 
diaries in the 34th year (1834) of King Sunjo, 361 diaries from the 2nd year (1851) of 
King Cheoljong to the 25th (1888) year of King Gojong, and 18 diaries of the 11th year 
(1873) of King Gojong. 
 
The historical value of these restored diaries is less than that of the original ones in 
Seungjeongwon Ilgi. But the restorations were based on authentic references, 
including Jobo, or The Court Gazette, Sacho, or Draft Histories, Ilseongnok, or Royal 
Utterances, Seungjeongwon Deungnok, or Recordings of Court Precedents by the 
Royal Secretariat, and Danghu Ilgi, or The Diaries of the Scribes. The source of every 
item in the restored diaries quoted from other references is indicated, with the name of 
the person making the entry, in order to heighten responsibility for data restoration and 
secure authenticity. 
 
On the other hand, many of the original references quoted in the restored diaries have 
not been handed down, which gives historic value to the restored diaries. The diaries 
from the reign of King Yeongjo to the reign of King Jeongjo, the period often referred to 
as the Korean Renaissance, are of particular value in the way they reveal the 
intriguing historic background of those fast-changing times. Their vivid reflection of the 



new civil libertarianism emerging from the soil of feudalism in the 19th century is a rare 
historic treasure. 
 
 
(2) Seungseonwon Ilgi (accession number Gyu. No. 12,789): 4 diaries   
            compiled by Seungseonwon; hand-written copies; 41.6 x 29.2 cm each 
 
Seungseonwon Ilgi compiles four months of records into four diaries, one for each 
month from July 1 to October 30, 1894 (the 31st year of King Gojong). Seungseonwon 
was the new name of Seungjeongwon. The name was changed during the Political 
Reform in 1894, when it was placed under the control of the Gungnaebu, or the 
Bureau of the Royal Household. The principles and recording styles are akin to those 
of Seungjeongwon Ilgi. The titles of the royal secretaries, scribes, and clerks are 
changed from seungji, juseo, and gajuseo to seungseon, giju, and gisa, respectively. 
However, the 1st diary is entitled Seungjeongwon Vol. 1 and the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
diaries Seungseonwon Vol. 2. 
 
 
(3)    Gungnaebu Ilgi (accession number Gyu. No. 12,790): 5 diaries compiled by  
        Gungnaebu; hand-written copies; 40.4 x 29.2 cm each 
 
Gungnaebu Ilgi compiles five months of records into five diaries, one for each month 
from November 1894 (the 31st year of King Gojong) to March 1895. The Gungnaebu 
was the Bureau of the Royal Household, which played the role of the former 
Seungjeongwon. 
Of the five diaries, the first one was recorded by the Seungseonwon until November 
21 and then transferred to the Gungnaebu. The principles and recording styles are 
akin to those of Seungseonwon Ilgi. But the reign title was identified not as the 31st 
year of King Gojong but as the 503rd year since the dynasty's foundation. With the 
reshuffle of the personnel in Gungnaebu, new titles of the royal secretaries, scribes, 
and clerks appear in the daily records, such as daesin, hyeoppan, and chamui. 
 
Gungnaebu Ilgi is less detailed than previous diaries. Ilseongnok, Royal Utterances, 
written in the same period, is similar in this respect. The facts of petitions or memorials 
are more faithfully cited from the originals than other matters. 
 
 
(4) Biseogam Ilgi (accession number Gyu. No. 12,791; No. 12,792; No.  
           12,793): 156 diaries compiled by the Early Biseogam, Biseowon, and Late  
           Biseogam Royal Secretariats; hand-written copies; 41 x 29.4 cm each 
 
Biseogam Ilgi compiles the records from April 1895 (the 504th year of the dynasty) to 
November 1907 (the 1st year of King Sunjong) by Biseogam, the Royal Secretariat. 
Biseogam Ilgi was the latest title for what had been Seungjeongwon Ilgi, Seungseonwon 
Ilgi, and Gungnaebu Ilgi. 
The name Biseogam changes to Biseowon and again back to Biseogam. The total 156 
diaries include 8 diaries of Early Biseogam Ilgi, 115 diaries of Biseowon Ilgi, and 33 
diaries of Late Biseogam Ilgi. Under these three different diary names, they constitute 
a single chronology. 
 
Records were mostly compiled into one diary per month. This resulted in eight diaries 
of Early Biseogam Ilgi compiled from April 1, 1895, to October 29 of the same year; 
115 diaries of Biseowon Ilgi from November 1895 to February 30, 1905; and 33 diaries 



of Late Biseogam Ilgi from March 1 (April 5th by the solar calendar), 1905, to October 
25th (November 30th by the solar calendar), 1907. 
 
The principles and recording styles of the Biseogam Ilgi are akin to those of previous 
ones. But the titles of the personnel were changed together with the name of the 
organization, the new titles of the royal secretaries, scribes, and clerks being gyeong, 
seung, and biseorang. 
 
The eye-capturing facts in Biseogam Ilgi are the use of lunar and solar dates at the 
same time as well as the mingling of Chinese and Korean. The solar date was added 
from November 17, 1895 (the 32nd year of King Gojong). From May 4th, 1907, 
Chinese characters and the Korean alphabet (han-geul) were both used in recording 
dialogs. From April 8, 1907, the date is completely shifted to the solar system. 
 
The Biseogam's function was much reduced from the Seungjeongwon's, so that the 
quantity of Biseogam Ilgi can not stand comparison with that of Seungjeongwon Ilgi. 
Still, Biseogam Ilgi illustrates the intricacies of the late Joseon Dynasty, recording the 
process of Japan's capture of the dynasty's sovereignty, knotty political matters and 
figures, and the infiltration of Western civilization, as well as providing linguistic data by 
its use of the Korean alphabet. 
 
 
(5) Gyujanggak Ilgi (accession number Gyu. No. 12,794): 33 diaries compiled  
           by Gyujanggak; hand-written copies; 35.4 x 25 cm each 
 
Gyujanggak Ilgi compiles the records from December 1907 to August 29, 1910, the 
day the Japanese annexation of Korea was signed. The Biseogam, the Royal 
Secretariat, was abolished in 1907 and its duties transferred to Gyujanggak, the Court 
Library. Gyujanggak Ilgi records royal accounts, messages, and so on, in both Chinese 
characters and the Korean alphabet. Monthly records were compiled into single 
diaries, 33 diaries for the period.  
 
Gyujanggak Ilgi records a broad range of historical data covering the reorganization of 
government offices and regulations, the establishment of schools, the employment of 
foreign advisors, the establishment of the Japanese-run Dongyang Colonization 
Corporation, the treatment of anti-Japanese voluntary monk soldiers, the transfer of 
police authority to the Japanese, and other colonial matters.  
 
Unlike the previous diaries, Gyujanggak Ilgi records the solar date first and beneath 
the line the lunar date. The titles of the Gyujanggak secretaries and scribes in charge 
of keeping the diaries are given as rang and gijugwan. 
 
 
3.3 Visual documentation, if appropriate (for example, photographs or a video of the 

documentary heritage) 
• 6 Photographs 
• 6 Slides 
 
3.4 History 
 
<The Structure and Role of the Seungjeongwon> 
 



The Seungjeongwon, the Royal Secretariat, established in 1433 (the 15th year of King 
Sejong), was composed of six royal secretaries, or seungji (senior grade of the 3rd court 
rank), and two scribes, or juseo (senior grade of the 7th court rank). The two scribes, who 
were strictly selected from civil officers excellent in writing, also served in Chunchugwan, 
the Office of Annals Compilation. They recorded cases and documents reviewed in the 
Royal Secretariat and all important facts of the dynasty. Clerks, or gajuseo, were assigned 
to take the place of the scribes when they were unavailable. During the Japanese invasion 
of Korea in 1592, emergency clerks were assigned to record war affairs. Even after the war 
the sabyeon gajuseo remained and recorded military trials. 
 
<Preservation of and Damage to Seungjeongwon Ilgi > 
On principle, daily records of Seungjeongwon Ilgi, The Diaries of the Royal Secretariat, 
were supposed to be compiled into one diary every month. But the number of diaries was 
flexibly adjusted to more or less than one per month according to the amount of records. 
The written diaries were kept in the office of the Seungjeongwon, located near 
Wolhwamun Gate, which stands to the southwest of Geunjeongjeon, the Throne Hall of 
Gyeongbokgung Palace. 
 
Unfortunately, the diaries of the early Joseon period before 1624 (the 2nd year of King Injo) 
were all destroyed by the Japanese invasion of Korea in 1592, the Revolt of Yi Gwal in 
1624, and fires. 26 diaries recording the 1st and the 2nd years of King Injo during the 
Revolt of Yi Gwal survived because the scribe Hong Deong-nin promptly removed them to 
a safe place, together with Jobo, or The Court Gazette, published in the reign of King 
Gwanghaegun. Therefore the diaries of that reign were completely restored and kept in the 
Seungjeongwon. But a huge portion of  the diaries were burnt up in the fire in the 
Seungjeongwon on October 13, 1744 (the 20th year of King Yeongjo). 
 
<The Restoration of Seungjeongwon Ilgi> 
The Ilgicheong, or the Office of Diaries, was established in May 1746, the 22nd year of 
King Yeongjo, when it was decided to restore the diaries of the 99 years from 1623 (the 1st 
year of King Injo) to 1721 (the 1st year of King Gyeongjong). In 1747, the next year, 548 
diaries were completely restored. This was only about a third of the total 1,796 diaries that 
had been handed down since the dynasty's founding. Yet, the restored diaries were based 
on authentic recordings, including Jobo, or The Court Gazette, Chunbang Ilgi, or The 
Diaries of Crown Princes, Gaksa Deungnok, or Records of Government Administration, 
and Danghu Ilgi, or The Diaries of the Scribes. At the end of each day's entry were written 
the names of references and of the persons who had done the restoration, to ensure the 
authenticity of the records.  
 
The Seungjeongwon suffered from a fire on March 7, 1888 (the 25th year of King Gojong). 
361 diaries out of 480 recording the reigns of King Cheoljong and King Gojong, which were 
kept in the left depository of Seungjeongwon, were burnt to ashes. The Ilgicheong, or the 
Office of Diaries, was established in August 1889. Under the responsibility of the prime 
minister, restoration of the destroyed diaries was completed in 1890. The authentic data in 
the restored diaries was restored from diverse channels, including Jobo, or The Court 
Gazette, Gaksa Deungnok, or Records of Government Administration, and Danghu Ilgi, or 
The Diaries of the Scribes. 

 
The efforts the secretaries and scribes poured into keeping intact the royal diaries with 
utmost authenticity enabled their handing down without a single loss from 1623 (the 1st 



year of King Injo) to 1907, until the royal secretariat's duties were abolished under 
Japanese colonial rule. 
 
<Changed Names of the Seungjeongwon> 
Subject to the varying winds of reform of government and administrative systems, the 
name of the royal secretariat was changed several times from 1894, from Seungjeongwon 
to Seungseonwon, Gungnaebu, Biseogam, and Biseowon. So also changed the titles of 
the 3,243 diaries. Still, as most of them were compiled under the Seungjeongwon, the 
entire collection of royal diaries is called Seungjeongwon Ilgi today. 
 
 
3.5 Bibliography: Please indicate up to three published sources describing the proposed 

documentary heritage. 
 

Name Author Publisher, Year References 
The Annotated 
Seungjeongwon 
Ilgi 

Sin Seok-ho History Society of 
Korea, 1961 

A Description of Historical 
Documents, 1964 

The New 
Annotated 
Seungjeongwon 
Ilgi 

Sin Seok-ho National History 
Compilation Committee 
of Korea, 1977 

Project Overview for 
Publishing in Printed 
Characters the Originally 
Hand-written 
Seungjeongwon Ilgi 

Seungjeongwon 
Ilgi 

Gyujanggak 
Library 

Gyujanggak Library, 
Seoul National 
University, 1981 

pp. 23 - 24, History Vol. 1, A 
Description of the Korean 
Books in Gyujanggak 

Seungseonwon 
Ilgi 

Gyujanggak 
Library 

Gyujanggak Library, 
Seoul National 
University, 1981 

p. 23, History Vol. 1, A 
Description of the Korean 
Books in Gyujanggak 

Gungnaebu Ilgi Gyujanggak 
Library 

Gyujanggak Library, 
Seoul National 
University, 1981 

p. 159, History Vol. 1, A 
Description of the Korean 
Books in Gyujanggak 

Biseogam Ilgi Gyujanggak 
Library 

Gyujanggak Library, 
Seoul National 
University, 1981 

pp. 19 - 20, History Vol. 1, 
A Description of the Korean 
Books in Gyujanggak 

Gyujanggak Ilgi Gyujanggak 
Library 

Gyujanggak Library, 
Seoul National 
University, 1981 

p. 160, History Vol. 1, A 
Description of the Korean 
Books in Gyujanggak 

Compendium of 
Seungjeongwon 
Ilgi  

King Sejong the 
Great Memorial 
Society 

King Sejong the Great 
Memorial Society, 
1994 

Korean-Translated Diaries 
of King Sungjong's Reign 
from Seungjeongwon Ilgi 

Seungjeongwon 
Ilgi 

Jeon Hae-jong Academy of Korean 
Studies, 1995 

Vol. 13, Encyclopedia of 
Korean Culture 

Seungjeongwon 
Ilgi 

Cultural 
Properties 
Administration 

Cultural Properties 
Administration, 1999 

Specific Cultural Properties 
Information of the Cultural 
Properties Administration 
http://www.ocp.go.kr 

 
3.6 Names, qualifications and contact details of up to three independent people or 

organizations with expert knowledge about the values and provenance of the 
documentary heritage  



• Organization Name: Cultural Properties Committee 
The Cultural Properties Committee was established to research and approve matters 
involving the preservation, management, and use of cultural properties, under Article 3 of 
the Protection of Cultural Properties Act. 

• Qualification: The administrator of the Cultural Properties Administration (CPA) appoints 
up to 60 committee members selected from among distinguished historians. 

• Contact Point: Refer to 2.4 Responsible Administration 
 
 
4. Management plan –  

• Seungjeongwon Ilgi represents the greatest amount of precious historical data from the 
Joseon Dynasty. It is designated as National Treasure No. 303. 

• Refer to 5. Assessment against the selection Criteria 
 
4.2 Access Policies and 

Procedures  
• Refer to 2.3 (c) Accessibility   

 
4.3 Budgets for 

Preservation 

• Gyujanggak Library's 2000 Budget for the Preservation and 
Management of Cultural Properties: KRW284 mil. 
(US$258,182) 
- Repair work for mountings: KRW120 mil. (US$109,090) 
- Fumigation: KRW15 mil. (US$13,636) 
- Copying and binding of old books: KRW15 mil. 

(US$13,636) 
- Digitization of images of original texts of Gyujanggak 

Library books: KRW106 mil. (US$96,364) 
- Microfilming: KRW28 mil. (US$25,455) 

4.4 Preservation and 
Maintenance Policies to 
keep the Documentary 
Heritage in Optimal 
Conditions  

• For conditions of air, temperature, humidity, and lighting, 
refer to 8.1 Environmental Conditions 

• For safety and building maintenance, refer to 9.1 Physical 
State  

• Management of documentary heritage users and managerial 
personnel: Seungjeongwon Ilgi is designated as a national 
treasure and managed with special care. Photocopying, 
microfilming, and other means of copying are allowed. 

• Users: Domestic and overseas researchers and scholars 
(Korean history, politics, economics, sociology, diplomacy, 
culture, etc.) 

• Managerial personnel: Public officials having librarian 
certificates 

4.5 Preservation Methods 
including Scientific 
Approaches to Special 
Facilities and Preservation 
Expertise 

The National Research Institute of Cultural Properties, a 
subsidiary under the Cultural Properties Administration 
(CPA), carries out surveys for biological and environmental 
conditions in exhibition rooms and stack rooms where 
cultural properties are preserved in order to scientifically 
clarify damaging factors on paper properties. 
Countermeasures devised after surveys are applied to paper 
properties to minimize damage. In order to prevent biological 
damage, by termites, for instance, insecticide fumigation is 



conducted periodically by a professional conservation 
company licensed by CPA.   

4.6 Precautionary 
Measures against 
Calamity and Restoration 
Plans  

• Automatic maintenance of constant temperature and 
humidity by the thermo-hygrostat in the in-house machinery 
room 

• CCTV installed at important places in stack rooms 
• Automatic fire extinction by halon gas. 
• Insecticide fumigation conducted 
• Microfilming and database storing of images 
• Precautionary measures against emergencies 

4.7Conservation Personnel, 
their Qualification and 
Training  

• Conservation staff members: 7 
• Qualification: All 7 staff members have librarian certificates 

(6 are public officials) 
• Training: Participation in conservation-related domestic and 

overseas seminars and field study or internship training at 
conservation-related organizations overseas 

4.8 Preservation Activities 
and Public Access 

According to the specific rules for reference management at 
Gyujanggak, no work may be exhibited other than in its stack 
rooms. The originals of copied materials are not made 
available for public perusal. Access by other than library 
personnel in charge is strictly prohibited in order to prevent 
any activity  which might have an effect on the preservation of 
the nation's documentary heritage. 

 
 
5. Assessment against the Selection Criteria 

5.1 Assessment of the documentary heritage against each criterion described in Annex 2. 
 

Criterion 2 (Time) and Criterion 7 (Social and Cultural Value) 
 
(1) Seungjeongwon Ilgi vividly represents an Eastern monarchial sovereign system, politics, 

policy making, and power structure, while at the same time containing an invaluable 
legacy of documentary culture  

 
(2) For any single documentary heritage, the size of Seungjeongwon Ilgi is unprecedented 

in the world: about 242.5 million characters in 3,243 diaries. (Comparative data: Annals 
of the Joseon Dynasty contains 5,400 characters in 888 books; Ershiwushi, the 
Compendium of Chinese History Books, 40 million characters in 3,386 books.) 

 
(3) Seungjeongwon Ilgi, recorded by royal secretaries and scribes, provides etymological 

data, as well as changes in Korean and Chinese writing, the co-use of Chinese and 
Korean in state documents around the time of the opening of the nation's ports, the 
influx of foreign civilization including the Japanese language and government system, 
and other diverse sources of information (social and cultural value). 

 
(4) It covers 288 years of weather observation from the 17th to 21st centuries. It also makes 

possible the accurate comparison of the lunar and the solar date (scientific and statistical 
value). 

 
(5) It shows how Catholicism started to take root under the time-honored Confucian society 

and the reaction of the authorities (religious value). 



 
(6) Diaries written after the Political Reform of 1894, the 31st year of King Gojong, record 

Japan's intervention in domestic affairs. They include the compulsory agreement 
requested of the Joseon king and other behind-the-scene history in the court, making 
them primary historic sources for the study of modern times of the Far East. 

 
 
Criterion 6 (Form and Style) 
 
The entire diaries are the showcase displaying unique and numerous hand-written styles in 
grass characters, which will make them precious references in the calligraphic history in the 
world. 

 
- Sub-criterion 2 (Rarity) 

There is only one set of original diaries, which urgently needs better preservation. 
 
5.2 Contextual assessment including an assessment of the importance of a series of documents, 

the importance of a series of documents in a particular setting, and the assessment against 
other documentary heritage  

 
• Diaries written in the late 19th century and the early 20th century show how Western 

influence opened the door of the closed Joseon Dynasty. A  vast amount of records from 
close observation of the king was kept by royal secretaries and scribes. 

 
• Some portions have been restored after wars and fires. Still, they have an importance of 
their own in showing how our ancestors collected authentic data and restored records, 
while reminding us of the grave importance of preserving historic recordings. 
 
 
5.3 An evaluation of the authenticity 
 
• The role of the Joseon Dynasty's royal secretaries who were in charge of recording 
assure the accuracy and authenticity of this documentary heritage. 
 
• The meeting between king and court functionaries was never made secretly but had to 
be made in the presence of a secretary and a historian. Any command of the king to any 
government office also had to be conveyed through the Royal Secretariat. 
 
• The king's political views were often discussed during the gyeongyeon, or the hours of 
discussions with scholars on the Confucian and other Chinese classics. The royal 
secretaries also held the post of advisor in gyeongyeon and the scribes also held the same 
post in Chunchugwan, the Office of Annals Compilation, so the facts discussed in 
gyeongyeon are recorded in the diaries with great accuracy and authenticity. 
 
• The Joseon Dynasty's royal secretaries and scribes attended state meetings with all civil 
and military officials for important decision making and recorded all proceedings. As they 
took part on the inside, they could grasp important information as well as classified 
information about politics, economics, society, diplomacy, and the military and record it 
without omission. 
 
• Accordingly, Seungjeongwon Ilgi, as recorded by the royal secretaries and scribes, has 
the largest amount of authentic state secrets of the Joseon Dynasty. Thus it provides 



indispensable primary data for the study of Korean history. Its historic value is even 
greater than that of the Annals of the Joseon Dynasty. 
 
5.4 An assessment of rarity (if appropriate) 

From Seungjeongwon Ilgi a reader can grasp the entire regime of the Joseon Dynasty 
from the 17th century to the early 20th century. Seungjeongwon Ilgi has the greatest 
amount of historic recordings of any collection of its kind and from every aspect is indeed a 
rarity in the world. 
 
6. Consultation 

6.1 Details of consultation about the nomination with the:  

(a) Owner 
Refer to 2.1  Owner 
(b) Custodian 
Refer to 2.2  Custodian 
(c) Relevant Regional or National Memory of the World Committee (if appropriate) 

         unestablished 

7. Nominator 

7.1 Name 
Seo Jeong-Bae 
Administrator of Cultural Properties Administration 
 
7.2 Relationship to documentary heritage 
Overall Administrative Management of this Applied Documentary Heritage. 
 
7.3 Contact person (if appropriate) 
Shim Jae-sun 
Director  of Cultural Properties Planning Division 
 
7.4 Contact details 
Refer to 2.4  Responsible Administration 
 
7.5 E-mail: khkang@ocp.go.kr Web Site: http://www.ocp.go.kr 

Link: http://www.ocp.go.kr/IRS/docs/english/world/world_domestic.html 

PART B –SUBSIDIARY INFORMATION 

8. Assessment of Risk 

Environmental Conditions 
Item Preservation Conditions 
Air Automatic air ventilation and control system 
Temperature 18 – 25°C 
Humidity 45 – 60% 
Lighting 300 lux (fluorescent light) 



Maintenance Optimal maintenance of temperature and humidity automatically 
controlled by in-house machinery room and expert on duty round the 
clock 

 
• Physical Conditions: Refer to 9.1 An assessment of the preservation of the Documentary 
Heritage 
• Preservation Budget: Refer to 4.3 Budgets for Preservation  
• Extent and Nature of Use: The public access and viewing is prohibited. The restricted use of this 
documentary heritage prevents risk to its present state. 
 
9. Preservation Assessment 

9.1 An Assessment of the Preservation of the Documentary Heritage 
Present Physical State 

Item Physical Preservation Conditions 
Storing Shelves Paulownia-tree bookshelves 
Safeguarding Measures CCTV surveillance supporing prohibition of access to the 

stack rooms except the persons in charge 
Fire Prevention System Automatic fire extinction by halon gas 
Building Structure Independent building (2 underground and 3 aboveground 

floors; ferro-concrete structure with tiled roof) 
 
History of Preservation 

Seungjeongwon ( ~ 1908)  
Gyujanggak (1908)  
General Affairs Section, Yi Royal Household Office (1910)  
The Joseon Government General (1911) 
The Library of Gyeongseong Imperial University (predecessor of Seoul National University, 
1928)  
The Library of Seoul National University (1946)  
Gyujanggak Library Management Office, Seoul National University (1975)  
Gyujanggak Library, Seoul National University (1992)  

 
Current Preservation Policy to This Applied Documentary Heritage 

- Seungjeongwon Ilgi is designated as National Treasure No. 303 on April 9, 1999, and was 
managed with special methods of preservation and also preserved by the Protection of 
Cultural Properties Act of Korea. 

- Refer to 4. Management Plan 
 

Person or Organization Responsible for Preservation 
- Cultural Properties Administration; see 2.4 Responsible Administration 

 


