
Mt. Kuwol Biosphere Reserve, DPR Korea-Development of Public Awareness 
Materials for Conservation and Management 

 
Mt. Kuwol is one of the five most celebrated mountains in Korea. It is located in north-west of 
South Hwanghae Province, not far from the country's western sea coast. In October 2004, Mt. 
Kuwol Natural Park was nominated as an International Biosphere Reserve as part of the World 
Network of Biosphere Reserve (WNBR) and the East Asia Biosphere Reserve Network 
(EABRN). 
 
Mt. Kuwol Biosphere Reserve is a site of significant value for vegetation research. Moreover, 
dozens of rare and endangered, as well as endemic, species have been identified: 32 species of 
animals, 158 species of birds, 9 species of reptiles, 10 species of amphibians and 14 species of 
fresh water fishes. Western Mt. Kuwol Biosphere Reserve is the main transit area for the 
endangered Black faced spoonbill (Plata minor), the Chinese Egrets (Egrete eulophotes). In 
addition, the area is also important for agriculture. Mt. Kuwol Biosphere Reserve is one of the 
major grain producing areas of DPR Korea, other important cultivated crops include rice and 
maize. Finally Mt. Kuwol Natural Park is also a popular tourist site connected to nearby towns 
and cities by road and is equipped with nice amenities. Mt. Kuwol BR has such historical relices 
as temples, temple sites, grave stones, stupa and a fort which demonstrate the national wisdom 
and talents.  
 
The Korean National Commission for UNESCO agreed on its significance of taking this 
biosphere reserve as a learning site to raise public awareness. They have developed public 
awareness materials about Mt. Kuwol including publication of brochure on the landscape, 
ecosystem, species of animal and plant and cultural heritage, production of multi-media (DVD) 
on the Mt. Kuwol Biosphere Reserve and its dissemination. These materials have help to raise 
both local and foreign public awareness about the sustainable management and conservation of 
the biosphere reserve and also to encourage eco-tourism sustainable with the reserve under the 
WBRN and EABRN.  
 
This project was supported by generous finical contribution from the Ministry of Environment in 
RO Korea and implemented by UNESCO Office Beijing.  
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