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VARIETY OF LIFE,
AT DIFFERENT LEVELS

) Biodiversity is made up of all the genes, species, ecosystems
and landscapes that comprise our world.

Biodiversity includes genetic variation, which defines the unique
nature of any living thing and brings about differences between any two
individuals within a species. For example, genetic variation in rice

is vital for resilience and its ability to adapt to changing climatic and
soil conditions. Humans have used genetic variation to breed thousands
of varieties of food crops as well as domesticated animals.

Biodiversity includes species of plants such as the baobab, animals
such as the panda and microorganisms such as marine plankton.
Biodiversity comprises ecosystems - dynamic groupings of animals,
plants and microorganisms, in close interaction with each other, and
the physical environment in which they live, for example, wetlands

or coral reefs.

Biodiversity includes landscapes, with mosaics and clusters of
interacting ecosystems such as farmland, forests and lakes.

Biodiversity is therefore constantly interacting at all levels.

In Hoa Lu (Vietnam),
also know as “Halong Bay
on land”, rice terraces
shape the landscape.
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Whether cultivated
or wild, the genetic
diversity of rice
varieties offers disease
resistance, adaptation
to environmental
and climate change,
nutritional value... in
Thailand or in vitro.
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North-East of
Antananarivo
(Madagascar), the field
plots follow the contour
lines without reference
to ownership.

This prevents soil erosion.

The famous trees of the
“baobab avenue”, known
as “Renala”, in the
Morondava region
(Madagascar), attract
many tourists.
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