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HABITAT
LOSS

) Habitat loss can occur naturally through drought, disease, fire,
volcanoes, earthquakes, slight changes in seasonal temperature or
rainfall, but it is the changes in land use through human activities
particularly agriculture, but also cattle rearing, construction of
infrastructure, logging, mining and rapid urbanization, which are the
main drivers of habitat fragmentation, deterioration and loss. Croplands
account for more than 25% of land surface excluding Antarctica.

In recent times, the Earth’s forest surface has been reduced by 40%,
wetlands by 50%, coral reefs by 20% and mangroves by 35%. Deep-sea
fishing is causing considerable damage to sea beds with the potential
loss of millions of species and their genetic resources.

Dams and canals have fragmented 60% of large rivers. Humans use
45% of the water running into rivers. The Aral Sea, for example,
was once the fourth biggest lake in the world. It is now predicted
to disappear within the next decade.

Abandoned boat in what
was once one of Europe’s
most important wetlands,
now almost dried,

Las Tablas de Daimiel
Spanish National Park
(Spain).

Waste accumulated on
the shore near urbanized
areas. The Mediterranean
currents contribute to its
spreading over large areas
(France).

Large areas of rainforest
are cleared for pasture.
The Brazil nut tree, even
protected, dies when
isolated from the forest
(Brazil).

Deforestation to the
north of Caceres,
Mato Grosso (Brazil).

Logging of whole areas
of agroforests due to the
installation of industrial
mills... while cocoa
seedlings indicate a
radical change of land
management (Indonesia).
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