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INVASIVE ALIEN
SPECIES

) The introduction, whether accidental or intended, of alien invasive
species of plants, such as water hyacinth in the tropics, or animals
such as the grey squirrel in Europe, can have a devastating impact on
natural and cultivated species and ecosystems.

After habitat loss, invasive alien species are the second most important
driver of species extinction. Invasive species interfere with the web

of relationships and distort the services provided by the ecosystem
particularly in isolated ecosystems such as rivers and islands.

The rate and risk associated with the introduction of alien species have
in recent years significantly increased due to human population growth
and activities, as well as the opportunities for species to spread due

to travel, trade and tourism.

The economic and human costs can be considerable. In the United
States, the economic costs of non-native species invasion exceed
US$ 137 billion each year, more than the combined total of all other
natural disasters. The introduction of the Nile perch in Lake Victoria
in Africa caused the extinction of 200 native fish species along with
the loss of cultural practices related to traditional fishing of the
extinct species.

Dandelion, introduced The red dragon, an
into the Kerguelen Islands endemic fish species in
in the late nineteenth Lake Sentarum (Borneo)
century, is an invasive is endangered. It is
species that takes the subject of an IRD
advantage of changing programme on the
climatic conditions. reproduction of

the species.

The seaweed Caulerpa Potato ringworm
taxifolia, native of native to Central America
Australia, has invaded the  (Ecuador).
Mediterranean seabed.

These are areas of
competition with
Posidonia oceanica,

which is one of the

major constituents of the
Mediterranean ecosystem.

The Louisiana crayfish,
introduced into Europe,
is considered an invasive
species that disrupts
the ecosystem of local
species.
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