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BIODIVERSITY AND THE MILLENNIUM
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

) The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were established by the L
United Nations in 2000 to promote development by 2015 in eight specific . @
areas of human well-being. b i

o,

Ensuring environmental sustainability is Goal 7 and includes a specific L
biodiversity target that aims to achieve a significant reduction in the

rate of biodiversity loss by 2010 - the 2010 Biodiversity Target. *‘
Biodiversity is also an important factor in achieving the other

development goals.

Eradicating extreme poverty and hunger (MDG 1) depends on sustainable .

and productive agricultural practices, whereby crop varieties, fertile ¥

soils and abundant water provided by healthy ecosystems are available. . -
For example, healthy mangroves and coral reefs with their biodiversity

intact can provide fish to local coastal communities.

MDGs 4, 5 and 6, aim to improve health and sanitation, which require

adequate supplies of clean water that can be provided from healthy L Pt
ecosystems. Securing resource access and rights and recognizing the V " ok,
important role that women play in managing biodiversity resources, 2. L
such as water and fuel woods, contributes to the empowerment
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of women and gender equality. (MDG3) f‘ - i s ¢
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