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BIODIVERSITY, ECOSYSTEMS AND
WORLDVIEWS

) The worldviews of many indigenous peoples are founded upon
relationships of reciprocity and respect that traverse the

boundaries between people and nature, and interlink ecosystems

and social systems. This fundamental difference from “Western”
conservation philosophies, which tend to separate humans and nature,
deserves recognition as a pathway towards successful

collaborative ecosystem management.

Landscapes reflect the human relationships and attachments that
create them. Local communities may confer special status on animal
and plant species, mountains, lakes or forest groves by identifying
them as sacred sites. These sacred places, protected by local custodians,
often become islands of high biodiversity in otherwise degraded
environments. They may serve as important reservoirs of genetic
and species diversity, which can help protect ecosystems from future
environmental degradation.
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The “flower people”
of the island of Siberut,
located to the west of
Sumatra, live in close

symbiosis with the forest.

Their lifestyle is a
successful adaptation to
a harsh environment.

In Africa, the palaver
tree is a sacred tree,
whose wood, bark,
leaves, fruits and
seeds serve many uses
(Senegal).

The Gabba is a
fascinating and
decorative embroidered
tapestry depicting scenes
of everyday life and the
rich biodiversity heritage
of Pakistan.

Presumed to have
been an early site of
agricultural research
where the Incas
experimented with
plants brought from
throughout their empire,
the terraces of Moray are
being restored, with new
experiments, here on

A tabu leaf indicator
at Lamen Bay (Vanuatu)
signifies that an area
is closed to fishing due
to the death of a clan
member. There is a
wide range of cultural
practices relating to
natural resource use
across the Pacific.
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quinoa (Peru).
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