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FUTURE
DIRECTIONS

) You are an integral part of nature, and your fate is intimately linked to
biodiversity to provide you with food, water, fuel, medicine and life’s other
essential services. Yet this rich diversity is being lost at an alarming rate due
to human activities. The Earth’s life support system, on which we depend, is
weakening its ability to respond to such threats as climate change, biodiversity
loss and desertification.

2010 is the International Year of Biodiversity. We have to work to reduce
biodiversity loss.

Actions around the world include:

Inspired by the success of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)

in raising awareness about climate change, governments are now considering the
creation of an Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
(IPBES) to evaluate biodiversity loss and its impact on ecosystem services and
human well-being and as an aid to decision-making.

The Lifeweb Initiative of Germany is mobilising resources for the creation of
protected areas worldwide.

In 2010, governments will agree on the new strategic plan for the CBD, and set new
targets to ensure that biodiversity is protected for human well-being, and to buffer
the impacts of climate change.

“To imagine”
Here, an innovative
building in the Prefecture
of Fukuoka (Japan).

“To grow”
Rape fields near
Regensburg, Bavaria
(Germany).

“To study”
The diversity of coastal
reefs offers a potential
genetic resource.
Nudibranch Hypselodoris
apolegma, Okinawa
Prefecture (Japan).
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“To act”
Cleaning the beaches.
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