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LIVING WITH THREATS,
SCOPING SPECIES

b With environmental issues and crises affecting biodiversity, whether
it’s climate change, deforestation or invasive species, we could easily
feel helpless. Fortunately, the UNESCO World Heritage Centre, as
Secretariat to the World Heritage Convention, acts on information
gathered from monitoring missions, periodic reports, NGOs or even
unsolicited reports to engage with governments and help tackle threats
to World Heritage sites.

The List of World Heritage in Danger is an instrument used in the
preservation of sites: it helps raise the political profile and encourages
greater financial and technical investments. Climate change for
example (together with other stress factors) may eventually
undermine the characteristics of a site, affecting its natural
significance and integrity, and thus its outstanding universal value.

The widespread appreciation of listed sites can attract media attention :
and galvanize public support both nationally and worldwide to greater
impact.
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The combined effect
of global climate change
and changes in local
practices have caused
an 82% reduction of the
Mt. Kilimanjaro ice-cap
(United Republic of
Tanzania).

In 1993 and 2002.

The effects of climate
change are being felt
in The Sundarbans

World Heritage in
Danger: loss of habitat,
poaching and armed
conflict threaten the
mountain gorilla in
Virunga National Park
(Democratic Republic of
Congo).

Percentage of properties
affected by each primary
group of threats (in 2008
and 2009).

Source: analytical
summary of the state of
conservation of World
Heritage properties: main
threats affecting the
properties. Trends for
2008-2009 .

The Arabian Oryx
Sanctuary (Oman) is
one of only two delisted
sites (the other being (Bangladesh) with rising
the cultural site of the sea levels and habitat
Dresden Elbe Valley, loss.

Germany). The protected
area had been reduced
by 90%.
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