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BIODIVERSITY MAKING
ECONOMIC SENSE

b World Heritage listing certainly enhances properties as tourist destinations.
In fact, reaping the social and economic benefits is a subtle balancing act
between conservation and development. Popularity brings increased tourist
spending, enhanced commercial and employment opportunities, improved
public infrastructure, and often, community prestige and pride.

The World Heritage Tourism Programme links biodiversity conservation and
sustainable tourism by working with local communities and site managers to
balance the boon in tourism with habitat protection.

In the case of the Galapagos, the growing number of migrants impact

in the environment. Illegal industrial fishing adds to the strain while
introduced species compete with the islands’ unique biodiversity, hampering
conseryvation efforts.

Only by instilling a deep sense of responsibility among the local communities
towards World Heritage can we be confident that the planet’s cultural and
natural diversity will endure into the future.

Too famous for its own
good? The Galapagos

Coping with popularity.
Machu Picchu (Peru)

Together with
the United Nations

Informing visitors of the
natural values that are

struggles to reconcile

tourism and conservation.

Islands (Ecuador) a World
Heritage site in Danger.

Foundation and UNESCO,
Expedia has created
Friends of World Heritage
to educate travelers and

ascribed to a particular
World Heritage site is
an important aspect of
tourism management.

At the Morne Trois Pitons
National Park (Dominica).

raise awareness about
sustainable tourism.

On safari in Ngorongoro
Conservation Area (United
Republic of Tanzania).

© OUR PLACE The

Learning from the
chapter on tourism in the
World Heritage in Young
Hands resource kit.
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