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) One of the most original aspects of the Convention is the explicit
link between natural and cultural heritage, traditionally considered as
separate. In 1992 the Convention became the first international legal
instrument to recognize and protect cultural landscapes.

They are places where people, nature and ecosystems interact, thus
shaping culture and identity, and enriching both cultural and biological
diversity.

Some cultural landscapes reflect specific techniques of sustainable
land-use that consider the characteristics and limits of the natural
environment with often a spiritual relationship to nature. Together
with sacred natural sites they are therefore important areas of in situ
biodiversity conservation.

Certain cultural landscapes also provide the basis for the crops of
tomorrow as well as medical breakthroughs because of their gene
pools. Equally important are sites practicing ex situ plant conservation < =«
such as Kew Gardens in London. i
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