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I INTRODUCTION

1. The eleventh session of the International Bioethics Committee (IBC) was held at
UNESCO Headquarters in Paris on 23 and 24 August 2004, bringing together more than 250
participants from some 80 countries (List of participants in Annex I).

2. Mr Alexander McCall Smith having ceased to be a member of IBC, Mr Leonardo De
Castro agreed to serve as Rapporteur of the eleventh session, in accordance with Rule 16.1 of
the IBC Rules of Procedure, which stipulates that: “If the Rapporteur is unable to exercise
his/her functions during a whole session of the Committee or part thereof, his/her duties shall
be carried out in turn by a Vice-Chairperson, following the French alphabetical order”.

3. This eleventh session was devoted in particular to the work of preparing the future
declaration on universal norms on bioethics. In accordance with its agenda (Annex I1), it was
marked by hearings of representatives of different religious and spiritual perspectives. IBC
then examined the Second Outline of a text of the future declaration prepared by the IBC
Drafting Group (27 July 2004) (Annex I1I).

4. At a meeting reserved for members of the Committee, IBC elected its Bureau (see
Section V) and engaged in an initial exchange of views on a plan of action for implementation
of the International Declaration on Human Genetic Data (2003). In this respect, the
Committee examined a preliminary text of a plan of action consisting of three parts — “What
to do?”, “How?” and “For whom?” — and identifying six fields of action following the
provisions of the Declaration (education, training programmes, dissemination of information,
genetic counselling, international cooperation and follow-up of the Declaration).

1I1. OPENING OF THE ELEVENTH SESSION OF IBC!

5. Mr Koichiro Matsuura, Director-General of UNESCO, presided over the opening of
the eleventh session of IBC. In his address, Mr Matsuura emphasized the importance of the
eleventh session, fitting in as it did with a great many consultations on the future declaration
on universal norms on bioethics. By giving the floor to representatives of different religious
or spiritual traditions, the session ensured the interactive, progressive and collective character
of the IBC’s work. The session also provided an opportunity to gauge the progress made and
difficulties encountered in the drafting of the future declaration, and to offer constructive
proposals on the Second Outline of a text. Mr Matsuura then briefly presented the ensuing
stages of the preparation process, recalling in particular that the text from the eleventh session
of IBC would be submitted to the Executive Board at its 170th session in October 2004.
Finally, while acknowledging the difficulty of the task, he reiterated his faith in IBC and
expressed his view that an open and frank dialogue would help to blend traditions, to consider
cultural differences and to find a common language.

6. In her address, Mrs Michele S. Jean, Chairperson of IBC, said she was convinced that
ethical reflection helped to associate science with social and political developments. As the
present preamble made clear, the purpose of the future declaration was also to promote the
progress of science while preventing the risks of malpractice. She then recalled the stages
completed since the start of the work and stressed the importance of all the consultations
conducted. In that context, the various spiritual trends having marked the development and
thought of societies and continuing to pervade cultures, both collective and individual, IBC
had sought to gather the points of view of various religious groups on the future declaration.

1. All the addresses delivered during the session are reproduced in the Proceedings of the eleventh session
of IBC.



II1. HEARINGS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF DIFFERENT RELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL
PERSPECTIVES

7. Mr Leonardo De Castro, Vice-Chairperson of IBC, chaired the meeting devoted to the
hearings of representatives of different religious and spiritual perspectives. Six speakers were
invited to take the floor, respectively from the Buddhist, Catholic, Confucian, Hindu, Islamic
and Jewish traditions. Each speaker gave a presentation focusing on how their respective
religious traditions viewed bioethics and some commented on the text prepared by the
Drafting Group.

8. Mr Soheib Bencheikh, the Mufti of Marseille (France), began his statement by saying
that bioethical reflection was relatively recent in the Muslim world and that it stemmed
mainly from work by individual researchers. He then illustrated some specific subjects such
as organ or tissue transplants, which do not seem to present any major ethical problem,
particularly if the person is dead, since the human body is regarded in Muslim tradition as the
mere envelope of the soul. With respect to the end of life, palliative care should come first
and any form of euthanasia be banned, given that life belongs not to humans but to Allah.
Concerning voluntary termination of pregnancy, with Muslim tradition considering the
woman to have a “real life” and the foetus a “probable life”, the practice is accepted if a
physical or psychological danger, attested by a physician, is incurred by the pregnant woman.

9. Mr Ruiping Fan, Professor in the Department of Public and Social Administration,
City University of Hong Kong (China), presented the perspective of Confucianism, recalling
that in the Confucian tradition, in order to lead a healthy life, the individual has to seek unity
with other individuals in respect for the husband/wife, parent/child and governed/governing
relationship. He then presented some specific suggestions on the Second Outline, aimed in
particular at ensuring that the notion of “human dignity”, turned towards the individual and
implying rights, is accompanied by that of “virtue”, which is turned towards relations with
others and involved obligations. The two notions consequently form the basis of human
rights and justice that should guide practice in the scientific and technological field. He also
suggested that such subjects as human cloning for reproductive purposes — which would be
banned in accordance with Confucianism — and stem cell research — which would be
permitted — should be addressed in the text.

10.  Mr Swami Jitatmananda, Shri Ramakrishna Ashram (Rajkot, India), presented the
Hindu perspective, derived from two postulates: that ethics underlies any human civilization
and that it is based on the unity of earthly existence. That implied, first, that ethics can not be
based on individualism but on the contrary has to seek universalism and, second, that all
forms of life are interconnected. That being so, science should pursue two goals: promote the
welfare of human beings and establish a sustainable universal civilization. That notion of
universalism, he concluded, does not presuppose uniformity and, consequently, such practices
as cloning for reproductive purposes should be condemned.

11.  The Reverend Gonzalo Miranda, President of the Bioethics Centre, Pontifical
Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum (Rome, Italy), reiterated the interest taken by the Catholic
Church both in bioethical issues and in scientific and technological advances. For the
Catholic Church, he recalled, the basis of any ethical reflection has to be human dignity.
Furthermore, he considered that in order to formulate universal principles, on the one hand,
cultural and religious diversity should be respected and, on the other, special attention should be
given to the rights set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948, particularly
the right to life. In addition, he wished the text to avoid any indirect and implicit affirmation,
which might for example lead to approval of cloning for therapeutic purposes if the instrument
were to include only a provision condemning human cloning for reproductive purposes.

2 The statements are given in their original languages in the Proceedings of the eleventh session of IBC.



12.  Mr Pinit Ratanakul, Director of the College of Religious Studies, Mahidol University
(Bangkok, Thailand), commented on the Second Outline in the light of the Buddhist tradition.
The future declaration should, he considered, recognize the interdependence of all forms of
life. According to the Buddhist tradition, the individual enjoys the right to self-determination
but, as a person living in an interdependent world, has to exercise that right with due regard to
other forms of life. The reference to the biosphere is thus very important, even though there
should be greater emphasis on animals and the environment. With interdependence also
operating at the level of States, harmony among peoples and cooperation are critically
important human values; the principle of solidarity, equity and cooperation is therefore
perfectly in place in the declaration, notably with a view to guaranteeing the sharing of
scientific knowledge. Furthermore, the principle of protecting life in all its diversity should
be developed to ensure the protection of human life regardless of its state of development,
which implies condemnation of voluntary termination of pregnancy, euthanasia and stem cell
research. In conclusion, he took the view that the provision on cultural diversity, pluralism
and tolerance is all-important since it enables the various societies to seek solutions in
keeping with their own moral traditions.

13.  Mr Avraham Steinberg, Director of the Medical Ethics Centre of the Hebrew
University — Hadassah Medical School (Jerusalem, lIsrael), presented comments on the
Second QOutline in accordance with the Judaic outlook. Generally speaking, with the Jewish
religion favouring the casuistic approach, he wished the declaration not merely to prescribe
major principles in the absolute but to take account of their relative value, which stems from
the declaration’s multicultural context. The declaration should consequently provide for a
mechanism enabling a balance to be found when apparently conflicting values are at issue.
Furthermore, he considered that while the future declaration should affirm the supremacy of
human life and the principle of autonomy, it should also recognize the limits of autonomy,
which, in Jewish tradition, are based on respect for other human beings and on solidarity and
shared obligations.

Debate

14.  Taking the example of the Muslim religion, where lack of a sole institutional body is
no barrier to a common ethic, the participants first considered that universal principles could
be formulated with a reconciling of the various points of view.

15.  One of the questions prompting discussion was the balance to be struck between the
principle of autonomy, whereby only individuals can decide for themselves, and the place
accorded to family and solidarity among human beings by particular religious and cultural
traditions. The future declaration would therefore have to reflect that dichotomy to a greater
extent.

16.  Also debated was the interdependence of all forms of life, which led to emphasizing
not only human rights but also human responsibilities and duties, notably towards the
biosphere.

17.  Mr De Castro concluded the session by thanking all speakers and participants, who
had given rise to a rewarding debate and had highlighted the need to give special attention to
the points of divergence between the various religious and spiritual traditions in a quest for
common values.



IV. ELABORATION OF THE DECLARATION ON UNIVERSAL NORMS ON BIOETHICS:
PROGRESS REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE IBC DRAFTING GROUP AND
PRESENTATION OF THE OUTLINE

18. At a meeting chaired by Mrs Jean, Mr Michael Kirby, Chairperson of the Drafting
Group, presented the main thrust of the Second Outline of a text. With regard to the title of
the future declaration, he recalled that the Group had preferred, at the current stage, to keep to
the terms of the General Conference mandate (“Declaration on Universal Norms on
Bioethics”) while recommending a broader title (“Universal Declaration on Bioethics”). As
to the preamble, he specified that it followed a traditional drafting style within the United
Nations system by placing the declaration in its international context, historically and legally
speaking, notably with the recapitulation of a number of relevant international and regional
instruments. Regarding principles, their order in the section on general principles had been
revised as against the first draft of the text: the provision on human dignity and human rights
now came first, constituting the basis of the entire declaration.

19.  He then mentioned two difficult points that remained to be settled, namely how on the
one hand to set forth the general principles and their applications while avoiding any rank-
ordered classification and, on the other, how to address specific subjects. On the latter issue,
the point was whether the future declaration was the right instrument for addressing all the
specific subjects, and whether the prescribed time limits so permitted. He stressed the need to
be able to broach such subjects satisfactorily and suggested considering a mechanism
whereby in-depth study of those questions would be conducted at a later stage. An
explanatory note would, he concluded, be drafted and constitute an important document for
understanding and interpreting the declaration.

Debate

20.  The discussion highlighted the need to pursue the debate on some matters within the
Drafting Group. With regard to the title, for example, the participants engaged in discussion
of the use of the word “norms”. As some saw it, retaining the mandate of the General
Conference would pave the way for future instruments covering more specific subjects within
the ambit of the principles set forth in the present declaration. For others, preferring a broader
title without any linguistic ambiguity as to the nature of the document, and in view of the
various meanings of the word “norm” in differing linguistic cultures, it seemed more
appropriate not to use the word in the title.

21.  With regard to the preamble, insofar as the future declaration is intended not only for
States but also for a broad general public, it was suggested that a few introductory paragraphs
be included to present, concisely and clearly, the context of the drafting of the declaration.
Furthermore, some considered that if regional instruments were cited, such as the 1997
Convention on Human Rights and Biomedicine of the Council of Europe, it would also be
desirable to mention comparable texts from other regions of the world.

22.  Concerning the section on definitions, while some participants felt that all the ethical
terms should be defined, others considered that some notions should remain undefined and
that, consequently, the definitions should be confined to scientific terms as necessary.

23.  As to the section on general provisions, taking the view that the future declaration
applied to individual human beings in their relationship with other human beings, some
participants wished to delete the reference to responsibilities and duties towards other forms
of life in the biosphere, while others, considering the text too anthropocentric, argued for
giving more attention to the biosphere.



24.  With regard to the section on general principles, it was suggested to review the
structure of this part and its link with the section on the implications of the general principles.
Some considered that, rather than following a logical order, an attempt should be made to
conceptualize the global structure of the principles. Furthermore, suggestions were made for
new principles such as those of equality, proportionality, scientific responsibility, paternalism
or the non-instrumentalization of the human being.

25.  Concerning more particularly the specific subjects, it emerged from the debates that
continued reflection was needed on how they should be developed, taking into consideration
on the one hand the divergent positions in the world on some subjects and, on the other, the
limited drafting time available. In this respect, regarding the section on promotion and
implementation, the possibility was contemplated of providing for a scheme opening the way
for UNESCO, and IBC in particular, to conduct more thorough studies in the future on
specific matters that might, as appropriate, lead to other international instruments.

26.  Textual observations and general comments were also made, particularly on the
necessity of fuller provision in the text for vulnerable persons, particularly disabled persons,
and of recognition of the role played by civil society in the bioethics debate.

27.  In conclusion, Mr Kirby thanked all participants in the debate, which had produced
valuable observations on that part of the text already developed by the Drafting Group,
together with possible guidance for the drafting work ahead.

V. CONCLUSIONS

28.  The comments and observations made on the Second Outline on the occasion of the
eleventh session were taken into consideration by the Drafting Group, which met immediately
after the session, from 25 to 27 August 2004, in order to finalize the Third Outline, for
submission to the Executive Board of UNESCO in October 2004.

29.  In accordance with the agenda, at a reserved meeting the Committee elected its new
Bureau. For the sake of continuity in managing the work of drafting a declaration on
universal norms on bioethics, IBC decided to renew the members of the present Bureau until
the twelfth session in Autumn 2005 (as Chairperson, Mrs Michele S. Jean, Canada; as Vice-
Chairpersons, Mr Leonardo De Castro, Philippines; Mrs Nouzha Guessous Idrissi, Morocco;
and Mr Patrick Robinson, Jamaica) while electing two new members to the vacant positions
of Vice-Chairperson and Rapporteur. As customary, the members wished the membership of
the Bureau to reflect cultural diversity and equitable geographical distribution.

30.  The membership of the new Bureau in office until the twelfth session of IBC in
Autumn 2005 is as follows:

Chairperson: Mrs Michele S. Jean (Canada)

Vice-Chairpersons:  Mr Leonardo De Castro (Philippines)
Mr Alphonse Elungu (Democratic Republic of the Congo)
Mrs Nouzha Guessous Idrissi (Morocco)
Mr Patrick Robinson (Jamaica)

Rapporteur: Mr Claude Huriet (France)



VI CLOSURE OF THE ELEVENTH SESSION OF IBC

31. At the end of the eleventh session of IBC, on behalf of the Director-General, Mr ten
Have, Secretary General of IBC, congratulated the new Bureau and thanked all speakers for
their active and constructive participation, evidence indeed that collective reflection was
always very productive. The eleventh session had highlighted the complexity of the task but
also the confidence placed in IBC for rising to the challenge.

32.  Mrs Jean thanked all participants who had spoken and, through the diversity of their
points of view, had permitted a debate of substance. After mentioning the subsequent stages
of the drafting, she concluded by emphasizing the significant contribution of public debate
and of cultural diversity to any ethical reflection, as the eleventh session had once more
shown.
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Professor of Civil Law, Tubingen University
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Ancien Député / Former Member of Parliament

Ancien Directeur du Département de biologie animale et humaine et du Cours
de perfectionnement en bioéthique, Université de Rome /

Former Director of the Department of Human and Animal Biology and of
the post-graduate course in Bioethics, University of Rome

D’EMPAIRE Prof. (M. / Mr) Gabriel (Venezuela)

Professeur de bioéthique, Université centrale du Venezuela /

Professor of Bioethics, Central University of Venezuela

Directeur de I’Unité de cardiologie et de soins intensifs, Hopital de Clinicas Caracas /
Director of Coronary and Intensive Care Unit, Hospital de Clinicas Caracas

Directeur du Comité de bioéthique de la Société de cardiologie vénézuélienne/
Director of the Bioethics Committee of the Venezuelan Cardiology Society

Membre invité de I’ Académie nationale de médecine du Venezuela /

Guest Member of the National Academy of Medicine of Venezuela
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Vice-président de la Asian Bioethics Association

Vice-President of the Asian Bioethics Association

Membre du Comité national d’éthique / Member of the National Ethics Committee

DOS SANTOS Prof. (Mme / Mrs) Heloisa GONCALVES (Portugal)

Professeur de génétique médicale / Professor of Medical Genetics

Directeur du Service de génétique médicale, Hopital Sainte Maria (Lisbonne) /

Director of the Medical Genetics Service, St Maria Hospital, Lisbon

Coordonnateur du Comité de bioéthique de la Société portugaise de génétique humaine (SPGH) /
Coordinator of the Bioethics Committe of the Portuguese Society of Human Genetics (SPGH)
Membre fondateur et Ancien président de la SPGH /
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GALJAARD Prof. (M. / Mr) Hans (Pays-Bas / The Netherlands)

Professeur émeérite de génetique humaine / Emeritus Professor of Human Genetics
Ancien Chef du Département de génétique clinique, Hopital universitaire de Rotterdam /
Former Head of the Department of Clinical Genetics, University Hospital Rotterdam

GEFENAS Prof. (M. / Mr) Eugenijus (Lituanie / Lithuania)

Professeur d’éthique biomédicale, Université de Vilnius /

Associate Professor of Biomedical Ethics, University of Vilnius
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Chairperson of the National Bioethics Committee of Lithuania
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GROS ESPIELL Prof. (M. / Mr) Héctor (Uruguay)

Professeur de droit international / Professor of International Law

Président du Comité consultatif de ’'UNESCO sur I’enseignement des droits
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Chairperson of the UNESCO Consultative Committee on the Teaching of Human Rights,
Culture of Peace, Tolerance and Democracy

Ancien Ambassadeur de I’Uruguay en France et aupres de ’'UNESCO /

Former Ambassador of Uruguay in France and to UNESCO

Ancien Ministre des relations extérieures de I’Uruguay /

Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uruguay

Ancien Président de la Cour interaméricaine des droits de I’lhnomme /

Former President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

GUESSOUs-IDRISSI Prof. (Mme / Mrs) Nouzha (Maroc / Morocco)

Professeur et Chef du Service de parasitologie-mycologie de la
Faculté de médecine et pharmacie de Casablanca /

Professor and Head of Parasitology-Mycology Laboratory,
Faculty of Medicine and Pharmacy of Casablanca

Membre du Comité d’éthique pour la recherche biomédicale de la Faculté de médecine
et pharmacie de Casablanca / Member of the Biomedical Research Ethics
Committee, Faculty of Medicine and Pharmacy of Casablanca

Membre fondateur de I’Organisation marocaine des droits de I’homme /

Founding Member of the Moroccan Organization of Human Rights

HAMADE (M. / Mr ) Marwan (Liban / Lebanon)

Ministre de I’économie et du commerce / Minister of Economy and Trade
Député / Member of Parliament

Président du Comité national de bioéthique /

Chairperson of the National Bioethics Committee

Membre du Conseil supérieur de la presse libanaise /

Member of the Higher Council of the Lebanese Press

Ancien Ministre de la santé / Former Minister of Health

HAMDAN Dr (M. / Mr) Mohammad (Jordanie / Jordan)
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HARTLING Dr (M. / Mr) Ole (Danemark / Denmark)

Médecin / Doctor of medicine

Président du Conseil danois d’éthique /

Chairperson of the Danish Council of Ethics

Membre du Groupe des physiciens danois pour les droits de I’homme /
Member of Danish Physicians for Human Rights

HURIET Prof. (M. / Mr ) Claude (France)

Professeur en médecine / Professor of Medicine

Président du Conseil d’administration de I’ Institut Curie /

President of the Administrative Council of the Institut Curie
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Ancien membre du Comité national d’éthique pour les sciences de la vie et de la santé /
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KIGONGO Prof. (M. / Mr) James Kayolo (Ouganda / Uganda)
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KOLLEK Prof. (Mme / Mrs) Regine (Allemagne / Germany)

Professeur d’évaluation des technologies de la santé, Université de Hambourg /
Professor of Health Technology Assessment, University of Hamburg
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Professeur et Chef du Département de génétique médicale et
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Président du Centre de médecine de I’Université de Pecs /
President of the Medical Centre of the University of Pecs
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Ancien Chef de I’Institut de biologie cellulaire et moléculaire de I’Université Tartu /
Former Head of the Tartu University Institute of Molecular and Cell Biology

MARTINEZ-PALOMO Prof. (M. / Mr ) Adolfo (Mexique / Mexico)

Professeur de biologie cellulaire / Professor of Cellular Biology

Directeur général pour la recherche, Instituts nationaux de la santé du Mexique /

Director General for Research, National Institutes of Health, Mexico
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Professor of Molecular Biology and Medical Genetics, Karachi University

Directeur général de la Division du génie genétique et biomédical, Dr A. Q. Khan Research
Laboratories / Director-General, Biomedical and Genetic Engineering Division,
Dr A. Q. Khan Research Laboratories

Membre de la Human Genome Organization (HUGO) /

Member of the Human Genome Organization (HUGO)

Membre de I’ Académie des sciences du tiers monde /

Member of the Third World Academy of Science

MoRisaklI Prof. (M. / Mr) Takayuki (Japon / Japan)
Professeur de pathophysiologie moléculaire, Université d’Osaka /
Professor of Molecular Pathophysiology, Osaka University
Directeur du Département des biosciences de I’Institut national de recherche cardiovasculaire /
Director of the Department of Bioscience, National Cardiovascular Research Institute
Membre de la Commission de bioéthique et biosécurité du Conseil des sciences et
des technologies du Japon / Member of the Bioethics and Biosafety Commission, Council
of Science and Technology of Japan
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OzacUc Prof. (M. / Mrs) Meral (Turquie / Turkey)

Professeur de biologie médicale, Université d’Hacettepe /

Professor of Medical Biology, Hacettepe University

Présidente du Comite de bioéthique de la Commission nationale turque pour ’'UNESCO /
Chairperson of the Bioethics Committee of the Turkish National Commission for UNESCO
Membre de la Société européenne de génétique humaine /

Member of the European Society for Human Genetics

Membre du Comité d’évaluation des biotechnologies, Conseil de la recherche scientifique
et technique de Turquie (TUBITAK) / Member of the Committee on Biotechnology
Assessment, Scientific and Technical Research Council of Turkey (TUBITAK)

PELLEGRINO Prof. (M. / Mr) Edmund (Etats-Unis d’Amérique / United States of America)

Professeur émérite de médecine et éthique médicale, Centre pour I’éthique médicale
clinique de I’Université de Georgetown / Professor Emeritus of Medicine and
Medical Ethics, Center for Clinical Medical Ethics at Georgetown University

Professeur adjoint de philosophie, Université de Georgetown /

Adjunct Professor of Philosophy, Georgetown University

Ancien Directeur du Centre pour les études avancées en éthique /

Former Director of the Center for the Advanced Study of Ethics

Fondateur du Centre de bioéthique clinique de I’Université de Georgetown /

Founder of the Center for Clinical Bioethics at Georgetown University

REVEL Prof. (M. / Mr) Michel (Israél / Israel)

Professeur de génétique moléculaire, Institut Weizmann des sciences /

Professor of Molecular Genetics, Weizmann Institute of Science

Lauréat du Prix Israél de médecine (1999) / Israel Prize for Medicine (1999)
Directeur scientifique, Interpharm / Chief Scientist, Interpharm

Président du Comité de bioéthique de I’ Académie nationale israélienne des sciences
et humanités / President of the Bioethics Committee of the National Academy

of Sciences and Humanities of Israel

Ancien Président du Comite national des biotechnologies /

Former President of the National Committee for Biotechnology

ROBINSON Juge / Judge (M. / Mr) Patrick (Jamaique / Jamaica)

Juge au Tribunal pénal international pour I’ex-Yougoslavie /

Judge at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
Ancien Membre de la Commission de droit international des Nations Unies /
Fromer Member of the United Nations International Law Commission
Ancien conseiller juridique auprés du Procureur général (Jamaique) /
Former Deputy Solicitor-General, Jamaica

Ancien Président de la Commission interaméricaine des droits de I’homme /
Former Chairperson of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

SALEH Prof. (M. / Mr) Fawaz (République arabe syrienne / Syrian Arab Republic)
Professeur de droit, Université de Damas /

Professor of Law, University of Damascus

Chef du Service des affaires juridiques a I’Université de Damas /

Head of Legal Affairs of the University of Damascus

Conseiller juridique a I’Université de Damas /

Legal Adviser to the University of Damascus

Membre du Comité de bioéthique syrien /

Members of the Syrian Bioethics Committee

TANDON Prof. (M. / Mr) Prakash Narain (Inde / India)
Professeur émérite du Département de neurochirurgie, All India
Institute of Medical Sciences /
Emeritus Professor of the Department of Neurosurgery,
All India Institute of Medical Sciences
Président du Comité national de bioéthique indien /
Chairman of the Indian National Bioethics Committee
Président du Centre national de recherche sur le cerveau /
President, National Brain Research Centre (NBRC)
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II. INVITES D’HONNEUR / SPECIAL GUESTS

M. / Mr Soheib Bencheikh
Mufti de Marseille / Mufti of Marselle

M. / Mr Ruiping Fan

Département de I’administration publique et sociale /
Department of Public and Social Administration
Université de Hong Kong / City University of Hong Kong

M. / Mr Swami Jitatmananda
Shri Ramakrishna Ashram, Rajkot
Inde / India

Rev. Gonzalo Mirando

Président, Centre de bioéthique / President, Bioethics Centre
Ponficial Athenaeum Regina Apostolorum, Rome

Italie / Italy

Dr Pinit Ratanakul

Directeur / Director

Institut d’études religieuses /College of Religious Studies
Université de Mahidol /Mahidol University, Bangkok
Thailande / Thailand

Prof. Avraham Steinberg

Directeur du Centre d’éthique médicale /

Director, Centre for Medical Ethics

Université hébraique — Faculté de médecine de Hadassah
Hebrew University-Hadassah Medical School

Israél / Israel

I1. ETATS MEMBRES ET MISSIONS PERMANENTES D’OBSERVATION /
MEMBER STATES AND PERMANENT OBSERVATION MISSIONS

ALGERIE / ALGERIA

M. / Mr Farid Djebaili

Directeur d’école / Headmaster
Ambassade d’Algérie / Embassy of Algeria
Paris

M. / Mr Hocine Zidani

Conseiller / Adviser

Délégation permanente auprées de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

ALLEMAGNE / GERMANY

M. / Mr Joachim Schemel

Premier Secrétaire / First Secretary

Département des affaires étrangéres / Federal Foreign Office
Berlin

M. / Mr Gabriel Montua
Délégation permanente auprés de ’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

M. / Mr Bernhard Polten
Ministry for Consumer Protection, Nutrition and Agriculture
Bonn

ARABIE SAOUDITE / SAUDI ARABIA

Mme / Ms Dolly Nassereddine
Délégation permanente auprés de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO




AUTRICHE / AUSTRIA

M. / Mr Holger Baumgartner
Commission de bioéthique / Bioethics Commission
Vienne / Vienna

BELGIQUE / BELGIUM

M. / Mr Yves Haesendonck
Délégué permanent aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

M. / Mr Christian Lepage
Délégué permanent adjoint auprés de I'UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

Mme / Ms Sylviane Friart

Conseiller — Chef du Service des droits de I’lhomme /
Adviser — Head of Human Rights Service

Ministére de la justice / Ministry of Justice

Bruxelles / Brussels

BENIN

M. / Mr Hector Posset

Premier Conseiller / First Counsellor
Délégation permanente aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

Mme / Mrs M. Francoise Medegan
Conseiller / Counsellor

Délégation permanente aupres de ’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

BRESIL / BRAZIL

M. / Mr Alvaro Vereda
Délégation permanente auprés de ’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

BURKINA FASO

M. / Mr Souleyman Ouedraogo
Délégué permanent adjoint auprés de I'UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

CHILI/ CHILE

M. / Mr Ricardo Cruz-Coke
Service de génétique / Genetics Section
Hospital Clinico, Santiago

Mme / Mrs Beatriz Rioseco
Délégation permanente auprés de ’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

CHINE (REPUBLIQUE POPULAIRE DE) / CHINA (PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF)

Mme / Ms Xu Su

Premier Secrétaire / First Secretary

Délégation permanente aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

M. / Mr Jin Tao

Premier Secrétaire / First Secretary

Délégation permanente aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO




COREE (REPUBLIQUE DE) / KOREA (REPUBLIC OF)

Mme / Ms Eunok Choi

Premier Secrétaire / First Secretary

Délégation permanente aupres de ’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

CROATIE / CROATIA

M. / Mr Tondi Matulié
Faculté de théologie catholique / Catholic Theological Faculty
Zagreb

ESPAGNE / SPAIN

M. / Mr Miguel Arias
Délégué permanent adjoint auprés de I'UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

ETATS-UNIS D’AMERIQUE / UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

M. / Mr John Hoff

Secrétaire adjoint / Deputy Assistant Secretary
Department of Health and Human Services
Washington

M. / Mr David Hohman

Health Attaché

Délégation permanente auprées de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

Mme / Ms Elizabeth Yuan

International Health Officer

Department of Health and Human Services
Washington

FEDERATION DE RUSSIE / RUSSIAN FEDERATION

M. / Mr Andrei Volkov

Conseiller / Adviser

Délégation permanente auprés de ’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

FINLANDE / FINLAND

M. / Mr Arto Kosonen
Ministere des affaires étrangéres /
Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Mme / Ms Pia Hillo

Ministre-Conseiller / Minister-Counsellor
Délégué permanent adjoint auprées de I’'UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

FRANCE

M. / Mr Christian Byk

Magistrat / Magistrate

Commission francaise pour I’'UNESCO /
French National Commission for UNESCO

Mme / Ms Sylvie de Bruchard
Déléguée permanente adjointe aupres de I’TUNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO



M. / Mr Jean Deregnavcourt
Directeur / Director
Ministere délégué a la recherche / Ministry of Research

Mme / Ms Micheéle Guillaume-Hofnung
Professeur de droit / Professor of Law
Commission francaise pour ’'UNESCO /
French National Commission for UNESCO

M. / Mr Georges B. Kutukdjian
Membre du Comité sciences sociales et humaines, Commission frangaise pour ’'UNESCO /
Member of the Social and Human Sciences Committee, French National Commission for UNESCO

Mme / Ms Claire Mouchot
Service des sciences et des technologies, Ambassade de France a Londres /
Service of Science and Technology, French Embassy, London

Mme / Ms Héléne Sekuwicz Le Brigan
Deuxieme Secrétaire / Second Secretary
Délégation permanente auprés de ’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

M. / Mr Christophe Valia-Kollery

Conseiller pour les sciences / Scientific Adviser
Commission francaise pour I’'UNESCO /
French National Commission for UNESCO

HAITI

Mme / Ms Marie José Justinvil

Premier Secrétaire / First Secretary

Délégation permanente aupres de ’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

HONGRIE / HUNGARY

M. / Mr Andras Lakatos
Ambassadeur, Délégué permanent auprées de 'UNESCO /
Ambassador, Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

Mme / Ms Judit Sandor

Ministére de la santé, de la recherche et du conseil d’éthique /
Ministry for Health, Science Research Ethics Council
Budapest

INDONESIE / INDONESIA

M./ Mr Amru Hydari Nazif

Secrétaire, Commission nationale de bioéthique de I’ Indonésie /
Secretary, National Bioethics Committee of Indonesia

Jakarta

M. / Mr Jose Tavares
Délégué permanent adjoint aupres de ’UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

IRAN (REPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D’) / IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF)

M. / Mr Mohammad Kashani
Délégué permanent adjoint auprées de I'UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

M. / Mr Mohammad Sanati

Directeur de I’Institut national de genie génétique et biotechnologie /
Director National Institute of Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology
Tehran
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JAMAHIRIYA ARABE LIBYENNE / LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA

M. / Mr Sheif Madi
Délégué permanent adjoint auprées de I'UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

JAPON / JAPAN

M. / Mr Tuzuru Imasato

Ministre Conseiller / Minister Counsellor
Délégation permanente aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

KAZAKHSTAN

M. / Mr Azamat Absalikov

Attaché

Délégation permanente aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

MADAGASCAR

M. / Mr Jean-Jacques Randriafamatanantsoa
Conseiller / Adviser

Délégation permanente auprés de ’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

MALAISIE / MALAYSIA

M. / Mr Abdullah Nahauudin
Délégué permanent adjoint auprées de I'UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

MAROC / MOROCCO

M. / Mr Ahmed Najib Nejjar

Conseiller / Adviser

Délégation permanente aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

MONACO

Mme Corinne Magail
Adjointe au Délégué permanent auprés de I’UNESCO /
Deputy to the Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

M. / Mr Jean Michaud
Membre du Comité consultatif d’éthique en matiére de recherche biomédicale /
Member of the Ethics Consultative Committee for Biomedical Research

MONGOLIE / MONGOLIA

M. / Mr Dorjbal Dalaijargal
Troisiéme Secrétaire / Third Secretary
Ambassade de Mongolie, Paris / Embassy of Mongolia, Paris

NIGERIA

M. /Mr Yemi Lijadu

Consiller / Adviser

Délégation permanente auprées de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

M. / Mr Nwafor Young
Délégué permanent adjoint auprées de I'UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO
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NORVEGE / NORWAY

Mme / Ms Kristin Karlsen
Délégation permanente aupres de ’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

PAYS-BAS / THE NETHERLANDS

M. / Mr Jos Draijer

Conseiller pour la santé / Health Adviser
Délégation permanente auprées de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

Mme / Ms Lisette Geldof van Doorn
Ministére de la santé, du bien-étre et des sports /
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport

PEROU / PERU

M. / Mr Emilio La Rosa

Attaché Scientifique / Scientific Advisor
Délégation permanente auprés de ’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

PHILIPPINES

Mme / Mrs Deanna Ongpin-Recto

Premier Secrétaire / First Secretary

Délégation permanente aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

POLOGNE / POLAND

Mme / Ms Ewa Bartnik

Professeur / Professor

Institut de biochimie et de biophysique, Université de Varsovie /
Institute of Biochemistry and Biophysics, University of Warsaw

PORTUGAL

Mme / Ms Monica Moutinho

Premier Secrétaire / First Secretary

Délégation permanente aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO / DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

M. / Mr Manda Kizabi
Délégué permanent adjoint auprées de I'UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE POPULAIRE LAO / LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

M. / Mr Khamliéne Nhouivanisavong
Délégué permanent suppléant aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Acting Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

Mme / Ms Sisamay Luangchandavong
Premiere Secrétaire / First Secretary
Délégation permanente aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO
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REPUBLIQUE DOMINICAINE / DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

Mme / Ms Miguelina Dominguez
Délégué permanent adjoint auprées de I'UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE / CZECH REPUBLIC

Mme / Ms J. Moserova
Chef de délégation / Head of Delegation

Mme / Ms Irena Moozova
Délégué permanent aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

ROUMANIE / ROMANIA

M. / Mr Dumitru Preda

Ministre conseiller / Minister Counsellor
Délégation permanente aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

SAINT-SIEGE / HOLY SEE

Mgr Francesco Frollo
Observateur permanent aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Observer to UNESCO

Mme / Ms Florence Motte
Mission permanente d’observation auprés de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Observation Mission to UNESCO

SENEGAL

M. / Mr Osman Blondin-Diop
Délégué permanent adjoint auprées de I’'UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

SLOVAQUIE / SLOVAKIA

Mme / Ms Lubica Erdelska
Délégué permanent adjoint aupres de ’UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

SUISSE / SWITZERLAND

M. / Mr Nicolas Mathieu
Délégué permanent adjoint auprées de I'UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

ToGo

M. / Mr Kpayedo Kokou

Premier conseiller / First Counsellor
Délégation permanente aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Permanent Delegation to UNESCO

TUNISIE / TUNISIA

M. / Mr Wacef Chiha
Délégué permanent adjoint auprés de I'UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO
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URUGUAY

Mme / Ms Elizabeth Moretti
Déléguée permanente adjointe aupres de I’'UNESCO /
Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO

ZAMBIE / ZAMBIA

M. / Mr William Mumbi

Directeur des sciences et des technologies / Director of Science and Technology
Ministére des sciences et des technologies / Ministry of Science and Technology
Lusaka

III.  ORGANISATIONS INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES /
INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

COMMISSION EUROPENNE / EUROPEAN COMMISSION

M. / Mr Fergal Donnelly
Docteur en médecine / Medical Doctor

M. / Mr Maurizio Salvi
Scientific Officer

CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE / COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Mme / Ms Laurence Lwoff

Administrateur / Administrator

Division de bioéthique, Direction générale des affaires juridiques /
Bioethics Division, Directorate General of Legal Affairs

ORGANISATION DE COOPERATION ET DE DEVELOPPEMENT ECONOMIQUES (OCDE) /
ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT (OECD)

Mme / Ms Elettra Ronchi
Administrateur / Administrator
Unité de biotechnologie / Biotechnology Unit

Mme / Ms Maria Gonzalez
Consultante / Consultant
Direction de I’environnement / Environment Directorate

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE / WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

Mme / Ms Charlotte Bouésseau
Département éthique, commerce, droits de I’lhomme et droit de la santé /
Department of Ethics, Trade, Human Rights and Health Law

UNION AFRICAINE / AFRICAN UNION

M. / Mr Nagia M. Essayed
Commission des ressources humaines / Commission for Human Resources

M. / Mr C.A.L. Johnson
Directeur p.i. / Director a.i.
Ressources humaines, sciences et technologies / Human Resources, Science and Technology

IV.  ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES NON GOUVERNEMENTALES /
INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

ACADEMIE MONDIALE DES BIOTECHNOLOGIES / WORLD ACADEMY OF BIOTECHNOLOGIES

M. / Mr Guiseppe Tritto
Professeur / Professor
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ASSOCIATION FRANCAISE DES FEMMES MEDECINES

Mme Francoise Pantaleon
ASSOCIATION MEDICALE MONDIALE (AMM) / WORLD MEDICAL ASSOCIATION (WMA)

M. / Mr John Williams
Directeur de I’éthique / Director of Ethics

B’NAI B’RITH

Mme / Ms Rita Thalmann
Professeur émérite des universités / Emeritus University Professor

CLUB DE ROME / CLUB OF ROME

M. / Mr Raoul Weiler
Professeur / Professor

CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DES FEMMES / INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN

Mme / Mrs Susan Vidal-Naquet
Psychologue clinicienne / Clinical Psychologist

DISABLED PEOPLES INTERNATIONAL

M. / Mr Giampiero Griffo
Président / President

FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DES ASSOCIATIONS MEDICALES CATHOLIQUES (FIAMC) /
INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF CATHOLIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATIONS (IFCMA)

M. / Mr Francois Blin
Secrétaire général / Secretary-General

LIGUE INTERNATIONALE DES FEMMES POUR LA PAIX ET LA LIBERTE /
WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM

Mme / Ms Simone Landy
Secretaire générale / Secretary-General

V. AUTRES OBSERVATEURS / OTHER OBSERVERS

M. / Mr Pascale Abadir
Ingénieur en agronomie / Engineer of Agronomics
Paris

M. / Mr Muzaffer Adali
Chercheur / Researcher
Ankara

Turquie / Turkey

M. / Mr Ali Abdelfaattah

Président / Chairperson

Association internationale de psychiatrie /
International Association of Psychiatry
Stains, France

Mme / Ms Angela Aparisi Miralles

Institut des droits de I’homme / Institute of Human Rights
Université de Navarre / University of Navarra

Espagne / Spain

M./ Mr Amany Asfour

Secrétaire general / Secretary-General

African Society of Scientific Research and Technology
Gulza

Egypte / Egypt
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Mme / Ms Dominique Aubert-Marson
Maitre de conférences / University Lecturer
Paris

Mme / Ms Lana Badreddine

United Arab Emirates Royal Hospital
Dubai

Emirats arabes unis / United Arab Emirates

Mme / Ms Catherine Baudoin

Direction scientifique relations internationales, ACTA /
Scientific Directorate International Relations, ACTA
Paris

M. / Mr Dominique Beaufils
Secrétaire de I’ Association orthodoxe d’étude bioéthique
Hirson, France

Mme / Ms Aude Bertrand

Maitre de conférences en droit / University Lecturer in Law
Université d’Evry / University of Evry

Issy les Moulineaux

France

Mme / Ms Isabelle Bibolet

Juriste / Jurist

Ministére de la santé / Ministry of Health
Paris

Mme / Mrs Agnés Bossuet
Responsable d’action sociale
Paris

M. / Mr Constantin Bogdan

Président / Chairperson

Président, Comité national roumain de bioéthique /
Chairperson, National Bioethics Committee
Bucarest

Roumanie / Romania

M. / Mr Ibrahima Boiro

Directeur général / Director-General

Centre d’études et de recherché en environnement
Conakry, République de Guinée / Republic of Guinea

M. / Mr Adriana Bompiani

Président honoraire du Comité national de bioéthique /
Honorary President of the National Bioethics Committee
Italie / Italy

M. / Mr Alessandro Bonanno
Université de Padoue / University of Padua
Italie

Mme / Ms Naima Bouazzaoui Lamdouar
Professeur de pédiatrie et de médecine néonatale
Société marocaine de néonatologie

Rabat

Maroc / Morocco

Mme / Ms Héléne Boussard

Université européenne / European University
Florence

Italie / Italy



M. / Mr Luigi Bruno
Etudiant / Student
Ormerson sur Marne
France

Mme / Ms Isabelle Budin-Ljoesne

Section d’éthique médicale / Medical Ethics Section
Université d’Oslo / University of Oslo

Norvege / Norway

Mme / Ms Carmen Cahen
Paris

Mme / Ms Marylin Canin

Assistante du Directeur / Assistant to the Director
TRANSFUTUR

Le Perreux, France

M. / Mr Richard Carpentier

Directeur exécutif / Executive Director
National Council on Ethics in Human Research
Ottawa

Canada

M. / Mr Brunetto A. Chiarelli

-16 -

Professeur d’anthropologie / Professor of Anthropology

Florence
Italie / Italy

Rev. Fernando Chomali Garib
Professeur de bioéthique / Professor of Bioethics
Santiago, Chili / Chile

M. / Mr Massimo Ciscato

Consultant, Praaning Meines Consultancy Group
Bruxelles / Brussels

Belgique / Belgium

M. / Mr Georges S. Cristini
Le Cercle Bleu

Monein-Pau

France

M. / Mr Hubert Curien

Ancien ministre de la recherche scientifique /
Former Minister of Scientific Research

Paris

M. / Mr Francesco D’Agostino
Président / Chairperson

Comité national de bioéthique d’Italie /
National Bioethics Committee of Italy
Rome

Italie / Italy

Mme / Ms Maria Eugenia d’Empaire
Présidente / Chairperson

Asociacion de bioética clinica

Caracas, Venezuela

M. / Mr Michel Detilleux
Professeur / Professor

Hopital Cochin / Cochin Hospital
Paris
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M. / Mr Iiiigo de Miguel
Professeur de philosophie de droit /
Professor of Philosophy of Law
Madrid

Espagne / Spain

M. / Mr Jean-Pierre Duprat
Université de Bordeaux IV
Pessac, France

Mme / Ms Cristina Elias Mendez

Faculté de droit / Faculty of Law

Universidad Nacional de Educacian a Distancia
Madrid, Espagne / Spain

Mme / Ms Monique Elungu

Conseiller pédagogique formateur en Afrique
Aix-en Provence

France

Mme / Ms Isabelle Erny

Juriste / Jurist

Ministéere de la santé et de la proection sociale /
Ministry of Health and Social Protection

Paris

M. / Mr Mark A. Fletcher
Directeur adjoint /Associate Director
Wyeth Vaccines Research

Paris

Mme / Ms Maria Florescu
Consultant en bioéthique / Bioethics Consultant
Paris

Mme / Ms Dominique Giocanti

Maitre de conférences des facultés / University Lecturer
Faculté de médecine / Faculty of Medicine

Université Aix-Marseille 2

France

M. / Mr Fernand Goffioul
Neuropsychiatre / Neuropsychiatrist
Luxembourg

M. / Mr Yves-Marie Granjon
Médecin psychiatre et Psychanalyste /
Psychiatrist and Psychoanalyst

Paris

Mme / Ms Anne Guissagnits
Paris

Mme / Ms Nicole Heine
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Declaration on Universal Norms on Bioethics
or

Universal Declaration on Bioethics
and Humanity [Humankind / Human Beings]

The General Conference,

Recalling the Universal Declaration on the Human Genome and Human Rights adopted by
the General Conference of UNESCO on 11 November 1997 and the International Declaration
on Human Genetic Data adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO on 16 October
2003,

Also recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 10 December 1948, the two
United Nations International Covenants on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and on Civil
and Political Rights of 16 December1966, the United Nations International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination of 21 December 1965, the United Nations
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women of 18
December 1979, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child of 20 November
1989, the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity of 5 June 1992, the
Recommendation of UNESCO on the Status of Scientific Researchers of 20 November 1974,
the UNESCO Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice of 27 November 1978, the UNESCO
Declaration on the Responsibilities of the Present Generations Towards Future Generations of
12 November 1997, the UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity of 2
November 2001, the Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights Agreements
(TRIPs) annexed to the Agreement establishing the World Trade Organization, which entered
into force on 1 January 1995, the Doha Declaration on the TRIPs Agreement and Public
Health of 14 November 2001 and the other international human rights instruments adopted by
the United Nations and the specialized agencies of the United Nations system,

Also recalling the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Dignity of the Human
Being with regard to the Application of Biology and Medicine: Convention on Human Rights
and Biomedicine of the Council of Europe, adopted in 1997 and entered into force in
1999, as well as the other international and regional instruments, national legislation and
regulations in the field of bioethics,

Also recalling the international and regional codes of conduct and guidelines and other ethical
texts in the field of science and technology

Considering that, by virtue of its Constitution, it is incumbent upon UNESCO to promote “the
democratic principles of the dignity, equality and mutual respect of men” and to reject any
“doctrine of the inequality of men and races”, and that this constitutes a sacred duty which all
the nations must fulfil in a spirit of mutual assistance,

The words in [square brackets] offer variants of the wording concerned.
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Considering also that it is the mission of UNESCO to develop universal principles and norms
based on shared values to guide scientific and technological development and social
transformation, in order to meet emerging challenges in science taking into account the
responsibility of the present towards future generations,

Bearing in mind UNESCQO’s activities and programmes in the field of natural, social and
human sciences, aiming at placing scientific and technological development in a context of
ethical reflection, and at promoting the sustainable use and conservation of biological
diversity and the improvement of the relationship between human beings and their
environment,

Aware that human beings are an integral part of the biosphere and that they have
responsibilities and duties towards other forms of life,

Recognizing that scientific and technological developments have been of great benefit to
humankind in increasing inter alia life expectancy and improving quality of life and
emphasizing that such developments should always promote the welfare of individuals and
humankind as a whole in the recognition of the inherent dignity of the human person and the
universal respect for, and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Bearing in mind that, without prejudice to the universal respect for, and observance of human
rights and fundamental freedoms, cultural diversity, as a source of exchange, innovation and
creativity, is necessary for humankind and, in this sense, it is the common heritage of humanity,

Convinced that ethical reflection is an integral part of scientific and technological
development and that bioethics plays today a predominant role in the social choices that need
to be made,

Stressing the need to reinforce international cooperation in the field of bioethics, taking into
account in particular the special needs of developing countries,

Considering that questions of bioethics raised by advances in science and technology, which
have been addressed in part by the Universal Declaration on the Human Genome and Human
Rights and the International Declaration on Human Genetic Data, should be treated as a
whole, drawing on the principles already affirmed in these two international instruments and
taking account not only of the current scientific context but also of future developments,

Proclaims the principles that follow and adopts the present Declaration.

[Use of Terms]

(Limited to scientific terms)

General Provisions
Scope
The principles set out in this Declaration:

(i) apply to human beings, while recognizing that human beings have
responsibilities and duties towards other forms of life in the biosphere, and

(if) apply to issues raised by scientific and technological developments and their
applications, as well as their availability and access.



Aims
The aims of this Declaration are:

- to provide a universal framework of fundamental principles and basic procedures
designed to guide States in the formulation of their legislation and their policies in the
field of bioethics, and to form the basis for guidelines in bioethical matters for the
institutions, groups and individuals concerned;

- to ensure the respect for human dignity and the protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms in [the sphere of] bioethical decision making, in accordance
with human rights law;

- to promote respect for biodiversity;

- to recognize the great benefit derived from scientific and technological developments,
whilst ensuring that such development occurs within the framework of ethical
principles that respect human dignity and protect human rights and fundamental
freedoms, and to prevent practices contrary to human dignity;

- to foster dialogue between scientists, health professionals, lawyers, philosophers,
ethicists, theologians and all the other intellectual and professional groups concerned,
policy makers and society as a whole;

- to promote the sharing and the greatest possible flow of knowledge concerning
scientific and technological developments as well as the sharing of benefits, in
particular with developing countries;

- to safeguard the interests of present and future generations.

General [Fundamental] Principles

Human Dignity, Human Rights and Justice

Bearing in mind that the principles set out in this Declaration derive [are drawn / flow] from
the inherent dignity of the human person and the duty to promote universal respect for, and
observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms, any decision or practice within the
scope of this Declaration [to which this Declaration applies] shall be made or carried out in
the respect of the inherent dignity of the human person, and in accordance with the universal
principles of justice, human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Responsibility for [towards] the Biosphere

Any decision or practice within the scope of this Declaration [to which this Declaration
applies] shall have due regard for the impact on the interconnections of all life forms and the
special responsibility of human beings for the protection of life in its diversity and of the
biosphere within which human beings exist.

Beneficence

Any decision or practice within the scope of this Declaration [to which this Declaration
applies] shall optimize the positive benefits and reduce the possible harms of such decision or
practice.



Cultural Diversity, Pluralism and Tolerance

Any decision or practice within the scope of this Declaration [to which this Declaration
applies] shall take into account the various schools of thought, value systems, historical and
cultural backgrounds, and philosophical and religious traditions that make up our societies.
However, cultural diversity shall not be invoked to infringe upon the principles set out in this

Declaration, nor to limit their scope.

Solidarity, Equity and Cooperation

Any decision or practice within the scope of this Declaration [to which this Declaration
applies] shall be guided by the solidarity of humanity, in order to avoid discrimination and
stigmatization of an individual, a family or a group, to ensure equity and to encourage the

sharing of scientific knowledge and cooperation.

Implication of the [Fundamental] General Principles

Primacy of the human person

Non-discrimination and non stigmatization

Autonomy
Consent

Confidentiality and Right to Information

Benefit sharing

Specific Issues

Scientific research

Research involving human subjects

Healthcare
Human Reproduction and the Beginning of Life

Reproductive human cloning
End of Life
Palliative care

Tissue and Organ Transplantation

Genetic and other Personal Healthcare Data

Germ-line interventions

Sex Selection
Pharmacogenetics
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Non-commercialization of the human body and its parts
Generic drugs

Right to healthy food

Right to a healthy environment

Procedures [Procedural Principles]

Provision on procedures which should be followed at national and international level in
science and technology, in particular:
> the need for democratic and transparent procedures,
rationality and agreement,
intellectual honesty and integrity of research,
principles governing the dissemination of scientific knowledge,
dialogue between specialists, policy-makers and society,

the promotion and establishment of national bioethics committees and review boards
at appropriate levels,

the need for public consultations,
the regulation of transnational practices

YV VYV V V

YV VY

Promotion and Implementation

Bioethics education, training and information

a) In order to promote the principles set out in this Declaration and to achieve a better
understanding of the ethical implications of scientific and technological developments, States
should endeavour to foster all forms of bioethics education and training at all levels as well as
to encourage information and knowledge dissemination programmes about bioethics. These
measures should aim at specific audiences, in particular researchers and members of ethics
committees, or be addressed to the public at large.

b) States should encourage the participation of international and regional
intergovernmental organizations and international, regional and national non-governmental
organizations in this endeavour.

Solidarity and International Cooperation

a) States should respect and promote solidarity towards individuals, families, populations
and groups, with special regard for those rendered vulnerable by health or other personal,
societal or environmental conditions and those with the most limited resources.

b) States should foster the international dissemination of scientific information and make
every effort to guarantee the free flow and sharing of scientific and technological knowledge
[namely throughout the creation of research and education structures in the developing
countries as well as the transfer of technology].
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C) In the framework of international cooperation, States should promote cultural and
scientific cooperation, endeavouring to enter into bilateral and multilateral agreements
enabling developing countries to build up their capacity to participate in generating and
sharing scientific knowledge and of the related know-how.

Role of States

States should take all appropriate measures, whether of a legislative, administrative or other
character, to give effect to the principles set out in this Declaration, in accordance with
international human rights law. Such measures should be supported by action in the sphere of
education, training and public information.

Roles of the International Bioethics Committee (IBC) and the Intergovernmental Bioethics
Committee (IGBC)

a) The International Bioethics Committee (IBC) and the Intergovernmental Bioethics
Committee (IGBC) shall contribute to the implementation of this Declaration and the
dissemination of the principles set out therein. On a collaborative basis, the two Committees
should be responsible for its monitoring and for the evaluation of its implementation, in
particular on the basis of reports provided by States. The two Committees should be
responsible in particular for the formulation of any opinion or proposal likely to further the
effectiveness of this Declaration. They should make recommendations in accordance with
UNESCOQO’s statutory procedures, addressed to the General Conference.

b) Reports provided by States will be addressed every two years to the International
Bioethics Committee, which, after having examined them, will give its advice following the
statutory procedures of UNESCO. After having examined the advice of IBC and the reports
provided by States, the Intergovernmental Bioethics Committee will submit its opinion to the
Director-General for transmission, together with the advice and recommendations of IBC, to
the Member States, the Executive Board and the General Conference.

Follow-up action by UNESCO

a) UNESCO shall take appropriate action to follow up this Declaration so as to foster
progress of the life sciences and their applications through technologies, based on respect for
human dignity and the exercise and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

b) UNESCO shall reaffirm its commitment to dealing with all aspects of the biosphere
and, if necessary, shall elaborate guidelines and international instruments, as appropriate, on
ethical principles related to the environment and other living organisms.

c) Five year after its adoption [and thereafter on a periodical basis], UNESCO shall take
appropriate measures to examine the Declaration in the light of scientific and technological
development and, if necessary, to ensure its revision, in accordance with UNESCQ’s statutory
procedures.

Denial of acts contrary to human rights, fundamental freedoms and human dignity

Nothing in this Declaration may be interpreted as implying for any States, group or person
any claim to engage in any activity or to perform any act contrary to human rights,
fundamental freedoms and human dignity, including, in particular, the principles set out in
this Declaration.
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