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NOTE ON THE RECORDS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE
The Records of the 33rd session of the General Conference are printed in two volumes:

The volume Resolutions, containing the resolutions adopted by the General Conference, the
reports of Commissions | to V, the Administrative Commission and the Legal Committee, and the
list of officers of the General Conference and of the Commissions and Committees (Volume 1).

The present volume Proceedings (Volume 2), containing the revised and corrected version of
the verbatim records of plenary meetings, the list of participants and the list of documents.

Under Rule 53 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Conference, the verbatim records are
published in a single edition, in which each intervention is reproduced in the working language in
which it was given and interventions given in a working language other than English or French are
followed by atrandation into either English or French alternately meeting by meeting.



NOTE CONCERNANT LESACTESDE LA CONFERENCE GENERALE
Les Actes de la 33e session de la Conférence genérale sont imprimeés en deux volumes :

Le volume Résolutions, contenant les résolutions adoptées par la Conférence générale, les
rapports des Commissions | aV, de la Commission administrative et du Comité juridique et la liste
des membres du Bureau de la Conférence générale et des bureaux des commissions et comités
(Vol. 1) ;

Le présent volume, Comptes rendus des débats (Vol. 2), contenant la version revue et corrigée
des comptes rendus in extenso des seéances plénieres, la liste des participants et la liste des
documents.

Aux termes de l'article 53 du Reglement intérieur de la Conférence générale, les comptes
rendus in extenso sont publiés dans une édition unique ou les interventions sont reproduites dans les
langues de travail employées par les orateurs et suivies, s elles ont éte faites dans une autre langue
de travail que l'anglais ou le francais, de traductions effectuées, alternativement d'une séance a
I'autre, dans |'une ou I'autre de ces langues.



NOTA RELATIVA A LASACTASDE LA CONFERENCIA GENERAL
Las Actas de la 332 reunion de la Conferencia General se publican en dos volimenes:

El volumen Resoluciones, que contiene las resoluciones aprobadas por la Conferencia
General, losinformes de las Comisiones| aV, dela Comision Administrativay del Comité Juridico
y la lista de miembros de las mesas de la Conferencia General y de sus comisiones y comités
(Volumen 1);

El presente volumen “Actas literales’ (Volumen 2), que contiene la version revisada y
corregida de las Actas literales de las sesiones plenarias, la lista de los participantes y la lista de
documentos.

Con arreglo a lo dispuesto en el Articulo 53 del Reglamento de la Conferencia General, las
Actas literales se publican en una edicion Unica en que las intervenciones se reproducen en las
lenguas de trabajo empleadas por |os oradores, seguidas, si se han hecho en lenguas de trabajo que
no sean el francés o el inglés, de traducciones efectuadas, aternativamente, de una sesion a otra, en
unau otra de esas lenguas.



IMPUMEYAHUE K AKTAM 'EHEPAJIbHON KOH®EPEHIIUU
AxThbl 33-1i ceccun ['eHepanbHON KOH(DEpEHIINN TTeYaTaloTCs B IBYX TOMaxX:

ToM Pe3onoyuu, copepxamuii pe3oNIoLUuH, TpUHATHE ['eHepanbHON KOH(epeHIueH,
noknaael komuccnit | — V, Kommccunm mo agMuUHHUCTpaTUBHBIM Bompocam u FOpuamdeckoro
KOMHTETa, a TaKkKe Cchucok wieHoB Ilpesmanyma I'eHepanbHONM KOH(pEPEHIMH, KOMUCCHHA W
komuTeToB (ToM 1);

HacTosmi ToM, Cmernozpaguueckue omuemst (TOM 2), conepKauiuii OTpeJaKTUPOBAHHBIC U
WCIIpaBJIEHHbIE CTeHOTpaduvecKre OTYETHl IUIEHAPHBIX 3aCeAaHM, CIIUCOK YYACTHUKOB U CIHCOK
JIOKYMEHTOB.

B cootBerctBum co cratbeir 53 IlpaBun mponenypel ['eHepanbHON KOH(pEPEHITMH
CTGHOFpa(queCKHe OTYCTHhI II€HATAKOTCA B OJHOM H3JaHUHU, B KOTOpOM KaXX10¢€ BBICTYHJIGHI/IG
BOCITPOM3BOJUTCSI HA paboueM sI3bIKE, Ha KOTOPOM OHO OBLJIO CIEIaHO, a BBICTYIUICHHUS HA JIPYTrOM
pabodyeMm s3bIKe, MOMHMO AaHIJIMWCKOTO H (PPaHIly3CKOTO, COMPOBOXKIAIOTCS MEPEBOJOM Ha
AHTJIMACKUHT WM (PPAHITY3CKHUM S3bIK TTOOYEPETHO OT 3aceAaHus K 3aCeTaHHIO.
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Opening of the session by the Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of the Federal Republic of Nigeriato UNESCO,
Mr Omolewa (Nigeria), Temporary President

Ouverturedela session par I' Ambassadeur délégué permanent dela République fédérale
du Nigéria auprésdel’UNESCO, Président provisoire

Apertura de la reunion por e Embajador, Delegado Permanente de la Republica Federal de Nigeria ante la
UNESCO, Presidenteinterino

OTKpbITHE ceccUM TOCJA0M, MOCTOSHHbIM npencraBureseM DegepatuBHoii PecnyOsmku Hurepusi, BpemeHHO
HCIOJHAK UM 00513aHHOCTH Hpez[cez[aTe.ﬂﬂ

B3I nsd 1 golodYI by g Ly geand P51 o gaill ¢ el 8501 iy 201 L)
J& IH RSP IR A0 ] 5 BRIBC 2 [ BRI SCAH ZRAE AR AR A DAy i IR 3236 B80T %4 1]

11 Mr Omolewa (Nigeria) (Temporary President):

Mr Chairman of the Executive Board, Mr Director-General of UNESCO, Excellencies, Ministers,
Distinguished Ambassadors, friends and colleagues, representatives of intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations, members of the media, ladies and gentlemen, it is with great joy that | welcome you to this 33rd session
of UNESCO'’s General Conference. As President of the 32nd session, and in accordance with Rule 28 of the Rules of
Procedure of the General Conference, | hereby declare open the 33rd session of the General Conference of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.

12 Ladies and gentlemen, it is my sad duty to pay tribute to a number of great men and women who have played
amajor role in the life and history of UNESCO but who are no longer here with us. At the outset, | cannot but start by
mentioning Pope John Paul |1, who so significantly marked the lives of millions of people and whom | had the immense
privilege to meet in person and to receive his blessings. | should also like to recall His Serene Highness Prince Rainier
of Monaco, General Gnassingbé Eyadama, former President of Togo, Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, former
President of the United Arab Emirates and Emir of Abu Dhabi, Mr Yasser Arafat, President of the Palestinian
Authority, His Mgjesty Fahd bin Abdul Aziz, King of Saudi Arabia, Mr Ezer Weizman, former President of the State of
Israel, Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, President of Fiji, Mr Zenko Suzuki, former Prime Minister of Japan, and Mr Thomas
Klestil, former President of Austria.

1.3 May | now invite you to observe one minute's silence in their memory, and in memory of other distinguished
personalities who have passed away since the last session of the General Conference.

The General Conference observes one minute of silence.
14 May their spiritsrest in peace. Thank you.

15 Excellencies, leaders of delegations, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, you will all understand me when |
say that | am both humbled and proud to be here with you today. The two years during which | have had the honour and
pleasure to preside over UNESCO's General Conference have been eventful and challenging for the world at large, for
UNESCO and, of course, for me personally.

16 Fortunately, there have been many happy developmentsin our world, but we must recognize that the past two
years have been marred by numerous tragedies and drawbacks. International terrorism continues to show itsugly facein
many guises, and one of the greatest challenges that have ever faced humankind is to get to the roots of international
terrorism, to understand its reasons and the conditions under which it is breeding, and to take effective steps to prevent
it. Apart from terrorism, the world has been struck repeatedly during these last two years by natural disasters. The
tsunami catastrophe last December was devastating in terms of loss of human life and property, and then followed the
terrible flooding in the southern states of the United States of America, with the destruction of property and
infrastructure caused by Hurricane Katrina and now Rita. And we must not forget the many serious accidents that have
marred both air and rail traffic during this period. My persona sympathy and compassion go to the victims of all these
disasters, whether man-made or natural. And my hopes go to those international organizations, and very much so to
UNESCO, that can and should do everything possible to prevent or at least mitigate them. In this context, | wish in
particular to mention the effective response by UNESCO to the need to enhance the early warning systems to prevent
future tsunami disasters. We must also be grateful for the UNESCO-led dialogue among civilizations, and the role it can
play in the fight against terrorism.

(The President continuesin French)

17 Mesdames et Messieurs, j'ai eu le privilége, au cours de ces deux derniéres années, de participer activement a
la clarification du Programme de I’'UNESCO ainsi qu’en avait convenu la Conférence générale lors de sa 32° session.
Ja pu occuper a cet égard une position privilégiée en raison de ma participation aux sessions du Conseil exécutif, de
ma coopération et ma collaboration permanentes avec le Directeur général et de ma présence a différentes
manifestations nationales et régionales en relation directe avec la mise en cauvre des programmes qui associent
I’"UNESCO et les Etats membres & I’ cauvre créative de la coopération internationale. C'est grace & cette position
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privilégiée que je peux aujourd’ hui me porter garant de I’ampleur et de la diversité des activités de I’ UNESCO dans les
Etats membres. Je peux également témoigner des grandes espérances que nourrissent les Etats membres lorsqu’ils
voient les miracles, petits et grands, que I'UNESCO accomplit. Cependant, en toute sincérité, puis-je dire ce que j'ai
vraiment ressenti ? Puis-je dire qu'un engagement rassurant, ferme et résolu en faveur de la solidarité et de la
coopération internationale existe, méme s'il était beaucoup plus important lors de la fondation de notre Organisation ?
C' est une question que je me suis quelquefois posée. Je crois que cela nous ferait e plus grand bien d’ examiner chacune
des questions de cet ordre, que chacun d’ entre nous s'interroge et voie quelle réponse nous pouvons y apporter.

18 Pourquoi par exemple, en dépit de nos vaillants efforts, sommes-nous toujours en train de lutter
frénétiquement pour trouver des réponses au fléau de I'illettrisme ? Nous savons tous aujourd’ hui que le risque de ne
pas parvenir & atteindre les objectifs que nous nous étions nous-mémes fixés est réel dans de nombreux Etats membres.
Désormais, le Programme Education pour tous est |a priorité des priorités de nos programmes. Si nous consacrions tous
nos efforts a répondre a cette smple mais troublante question, peut-étre pourrions-nous trouver la clé de certains des
intransigeants problémes qui nous assaillent réguliérement. Nous devons débusquer les faiblesses de notre action et
trouver des moyens de les surmonter. Que devons-nous faire pour nous montrer ala hauteur du défi del’illettrisme ?

19 Ja délibérément placé ces questions parmi les premiéres lignes de mon discours parce que je refuse
absolument qu’elles soient noyées dans |’ euphorie d’'une UNESCO qui, aujourd hui, est beaucoup plus vivante et
remplit beaucoup mieux les fonctions que lui avaient assignées ses fondateurs. Car oui, cette UNESCO existe.

(Le Président poursuit en anglais)

1.10 Ladies and gentlemen, for a start, authoritative confirmation of the health of the UNESCO enterprise came
from the recent United Nations summit which, in its declaration, has put education in its rightful place among the top
priorities in economic and social development, and has recognized the six goals adopted at the World Education Forum
in Dakar. We hope that with this recognition, adequate funds will also be made available, especially for developing
countries in their struggle to attain the necessary goalsin these fields.

111 Perhaps the most enriching experience for me in the last two years has been the invaluable events and
activities that | have been privileged to savour as Member States from all corners of the world involved me in the
implementation of their national, regiona and international UNESCO-related programmes and activities. You cannot
imagine how often | have had to say to myself: “Yes, thisis UNESCO in action”, out there in the Member States where
| have been treated to a feast of programme implementations, ranging from places where | witnessed a most engaging
international music festival, to South Africa, twice — once for the World Heritage Committee, and a second time for a
very important conference on education — and then to Abuja for the launch of a major Nigerian national science reform
project with UNESCO. | must also mention my visits to China for a session of the World Heritage Committee, to
Germany for its National Commission’s symposium on cultural diversity, and to Libyato participate in the work of the
UNESCO-NEPAD Committee when | was able to appreciate the magnitude of the cooperation between Africa and
UNESCO, which covers most aspects of UNESCO’ s interests.

112 Honourable Ministers, the visit of President Olusegun Obasanjo to UNESCO in May to participate in the
celebration of Africa Week at UNESCO was further evidence of the state of that cooperation. President Obasanjo was
then the current President of the African Union (AU) and Chairman of the NEPAD Implementation Committee. Lastly,
| had the opportunity to see in three different Member States — Haiti, Cuba and the Dominican Republic — the
implementation of activities in observance of 2004 as the International Year to Commemorate the Struggle Against
Slavery and its Abolition, proclaimed at the request of the General Conference. | was also fortunate to witness
celebrations marking the bicentenary of the proclamation of the first black State of Haiti. This experience was for me
rather important, for it gave me several opportunities to begin to appreciate the different manners in which local
flavours and orientations can bring about rich and varied resultsin programmes devoted to the same subject.

113 Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, please allow me to recall that when my President, Olusegun Obasanjo,
was with us at the 31st session of our General Conference, one of the preoccupations he expressed was the importance
of the universality of membership of UNESCO, and the unhappy continuing absence of the United States of America
from UNESCO. He made a pressing appeal for the return of the United States to the fold. It is therefore a source of
particular satisfaction to me that |, as the President of the Genera Conference, have witnessed the increase in the
number of Member States of UNESCO from 189 to 191. The United States of America came back to UNESCO on
1 October 2003, just in time for the last General Conference, and Brunel Darussalam joined the Organization on
17 March 2005. In afew days' time, we shall listen to Brunei’s statements in the general policy debate, and witness the
traditional ceremony of raising Brunei’s flag among the 190 flags that already adorn our conference room. | am also
pleased to note that Singapore, at its own request, will now abtain the status of Permanent Observer to UNESCO and
that the Organization is thus moving even further forward towards true and comprehensive universality.

114 The question of reform continues to be an important item on our agenda. The most recent step in these efforts,
as you all know, was the creation by the 32nd session of the General Conference of an ad hoc working group on the
relations between the three organs of UNESCO, which | have had the honour and pleasure to chair. The group had three



sessions during 2004 and 2005, and has submitted to the General Conference, in document 33 C/17, its final report,
comprising a total of 26 recommendations. Some of these are very far-reaching, and the debate in the Executive Board
at its 171st session in April seems to underline the need for more time to reflect on the recommendations and to assess
their feasibility. | sincerely hope that forthcoming discussions at the General Conference will take the reform efforts
further forward and identify the next steps that must be taken to succeed in these important endeavours. Reform is not
easy, but we should not shy away from the efforts needed to make this Organization even more effective and relevant to
its Member States.

1.15 Distinguished delegates, as we prepare to mark, in many varied places and manners, the 60th anniversary of
our Organization, we must strive to ensure that UNESCO continues to adapt itself to the many challenges of a rapidly
changing world. In this context, | must commend the Director-General for his efforts to modernize UNESCO and to
improve its management system. | sincerely believe that we are on the right track as long as we continue to be attentive
to the aspirations of our Member States, and as long as our efforts are directed to where they will have maximum effects.

1.16 Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues, in a few moments you will elect a new President for this
session and for the next two years. He will have a formidable task in front of him, which | am sure he will handle both
effectively and efficiently. These past two years have been one of the most rewarding experiences both in my
professional and in my private life. | have involved myself as fully as | could and am, as | have aready stated, both
humbled and proud to see what has been achieved. In my work, | have enjoyed the help of many colleagues and many
members of the Secretariat, visible and less visible, without whom my task could not have been brought to fruition.
First of al, it has been a source of great joy to work so closely with the Chairman of the Executive Board, and | wish in
particular to express my heartfelt thanks to Ambassador Hans-Heinrich Wrede, who has become a close friend, and who
has on many occasions extended his valuable support to me in the discharge of my duties. | have also appreciated the
close relationship with the Director-General — to whom | also wish to reiterate my warm congratulations upon his
nomination by the Board for a second term — and with his very able staff, including my own very small yet highly
dedicated secretariat. It has been gratifying to experience their commitment to the goals of this Organization and their
hard work, and | wish them every success in their further endeavours. In this context, | wish to pay particular tribute to
Mr Stany Kol, former Secretary of the General Conference, now retired from UNESCO, whose advice and support was
most valuable to me when | first took office two years ago as President of the General Conference. Finaly, | wish to
pay tribute to the translators and the interpreters without whom UNESCO’ s work simply could not be carried out, and
who are often called upon to work very late hours under very difficult conditions, and to all UNESCO' s technical staff,
whom we rarely see, but upon whom we so heavily depend.

117 Dear friends, may the 33rd session of the General Conference mark yet another step towards a UNESCO that
is even stronger and even more credible and relevant than it is today. Spacibo, shukran, muchas gracias, je vous
remercie, xie xie, thank you all and God bless you.

1.18 Ladies and gentlemen, it is now an honour for me to invite His Excellency Ambassador Hans-Heinrich
Wrede, Chairman of the Executive Board, to deliver his address.

Address by the Chairman of the Executive Board

Allocution du Président du Conseil exécutif

Discurso del Presidente del Consegjo Ejecutivo

BerynurenbHoe cinoso Ilpeacenarens UcnogHNUTeIbHOTO coBeTa
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21 Mr Wrede (Germany) (Chairman of the Executive Board):

President of the General Conference, Director-General, honourable Ministers, Excellencies, ladies and
gentlemen, welcome. | am privileged and pleased to participate with you today in the opening of the 33rd session of the
General Conference. On behalf of the Executive Board and its 58 Members representing all regions of the world, | wish
you a rewarding stay and a successful mission here in Paris at UNESCO Headquarters. We are about to embark on a
new biennium. The Executive Board has laid the groundwork for this Conference. The Board is submitting to you the
Draft Programme and Budget for 2006-2007 as well as a number of recommendations relating to the many issues the
two governing bodies of this Organization are charged with. It is our sincere hope that the Board has prepared your
deliberations well.

22 Distinguished audience, today, as ever, all of us are committed to the great global effort to advance human
rights. Today, as ever, we strive for peace, making this world a better place to live in for each and every one of our
people. UNESCO, along with the other institutions of the United Nations system, is called upon to tackle enormous
problems — more concretely, to make their respective contributions to attaining the Millennium Devel opment Goals. So
that one day every man, every woman and every child can read and write; every human being can be free from fear;
everyone will have enough food and clean water; and, finally, everyone will be able to live a life in dignity.
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Distinguished audience, dear friends, now is the time to help achieve those goals — to get the job done. In order to do
this, our work must be effective and focused towards tangible results — results that directly affect our peoples in those
fields where this Organization can make areal difference through its programmes and projects.

2.3 Ladies and gentlemen, in the face of daunting challenges, including the worldwide threat of terrorism,
UNESCO is needed. The world needs its ethical and intellectual role, its commitment to making mutual understanding a
peaceful reality. Trandating our objectives into action is certainly very, very costly, but to do nothing is much more
costly. Distinguished audience, the purpose of this Organization is — more than ever — to strengthen international
cooperation in its fields of competence: education and science, culture and communication. Indeed, UNESCO's
mandate is as relevant today as it was 60 years ago when the Organization was founded. So, dear friends, distinguished
audience, let us unite anew, with resolve and clear purpose, before our common objectives. Against al obstacles and
against sometimes serious setbacks, let us persist and stay the course. Let us prove again that UNESCO matters. Thank
you for your attention.

3. LePrésident :
Merci beaucoup Monsieur le Président du Conseil exécutif ; je donne maintenant la parole au Directeur
général del’UNESCO.

Address by the Director-General

Allocution du Directeur général

Discurso del Director General
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4.1 Le Directeur général :

Monsieur le Président de la Conférence générale, Monsieur le Président du Consell exécutif, Mesdames et
Messieurs les Ministres, Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs, nous ouvrons cette 33°session de la Conférence
générale dans un contexte que je voudrais placer d’ emblée, si vous me le permettez, sous le sceau quelque peu solennel
des célébrations du 60° anniversaire de I’Organisation des Nations Unies, de I’'UNESCO et de nombreuses autres
composantes du systéme.

4.2 Les symboles ont leur importance et celui-ci, 60 ans aprés la fin de la Seconde Guerre mondiale, en est
assurément un auquel nous pouvons adhérer pleinement. 11 nous rappelle combien nos destins sont liés et nous engage,
de ce fait, a une réflexion collective sur les défis présents et futurs auxquels nous devons faire face aujourd hui pour
faire vivre les objectifs et les principes de la Charte des Nations Unies de 1945.

4.3 Quelques semaines seulement apres la tenue a New York du Sommet mondial consacré a |I'’examen de la
mise en cauvre de la Déclaration du Millénaire et du projet de réforme du systéme des Nations Unies, nous nous savons
engagés sur la voie de changements et mutations devenus indispensables. Qu'il s agisse des efforts pour éradiquer la
pauvreté, de I’ aide au développement, de I’ Education pour tous ou de la lutte contre |e terrorisme, la voie tracée par le
Secrétaire général Kofi Annan appelle un sursaut collectif. L’ Assemblée générale, en reconnaissant notamment le role
de I’ éducation dans le développement et I’ éradication de la pauvreté, et en s engageant en faveur du Cadre d' action de
Dakar sur |’ Education pour tous (EPT) adopté au Forum mondial sur |I’éducation en 2000, a sans aucun doute pris la
mesure de I’ urgence dans ce domaine.

44 De méme, certains des grands principes et engagements pris lors du Sommet, concernant en particulier la
culture, le développement durable (y compris la gestion de I’ eau), la réponse aux catastrophes naturelles ou le dialogue
entre les civilisations, témoignent des priorités nouvelles auxquelles la communauté internationale est désormais préte a
souscrire.

45 Tres sincérement, et méme si les résultats du Sommet peuvent paraitre insuffisants ou en retrait sur nombre
de sujets, je crois que notre Organisation est mieux armée aujourd’ hui pour faire face a ces défis et les relever.
L’identification assumée de nos domaines d'action prioritaires, la démonstration aux niveaux global et local de nos
avantages comparatifs, la réforme continue de la décentralisation, la meilleure intégration aux mécanismes du systéme
des Nations Unies, le renforcement toujours plus ample de nos partenariats - tous ces ééments font de notre
Organisation une instance mieux comprise, mieux admise, au sein de cette famille plus solidaire et complémentaire des
Nations Unies que la communauté international e appelle de ses voaux.

4.6 Au-dela des discussions qui auront lieu ces prochaines semaines sur le Projet de programme et de budget
pour 2006-2007 (33 C/5), je me réjouis trés vivement que sinstaure également a cette occasion, a l'initiative de
I’ASPAC, un débat sur I"avenir de I’'UNESCO qui devra étre étroitement lié a celui que nous lancerons sur la prochaine
Stratégie a moyen terme de I’ Organisation, couvrant la période 2008-2013. Nous aurons en effet besoin d’'un tel débat




prospectif, ouvert et sans tabous, si nous voulons dés maintenant contribuer a définir les contours de I’'UNESCO du
XXI¢ decle.

(Le Directeur général poursuit en anglais)

4.7 Mr President, in thistask | know that | can count on the active participation of numerous Heads of State and
Government as well as ministers. The arrival of the Presidents of Sri Lanka and Ghana today and of the Presidents of
Germany, Afghanistan, Tgjikistan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Portugal, as well as the Prime Minister of Thailand in
the coming days, is an eloquent testimony that touches me deeply. Likewise, the joining of our Organization by Brunei
Darussalam, followed, we hope, by Singapore, which we are happy to welcome today as an observer, confirms for me
that the restoration of universality within these walls is not a vain ambition. This 5th of October, which is devoted to the
celebration of the 60th anniversary of the Organization, and which, for this purpose, is placed under the overarching
theme of human dignity, will provide us with yet another opportunity to unite around the common values on which our
entire commitment is based.

4.8 Two years ago | declared before this honourable assembly that “UNESCO has changed; it greets you on new
foundations, and it counts on you to continue opening perspectives and giving reasons to each person to hope for a
better world”. | really believe that UNESCO has changed and that it has continued to reform and adapt during the last
two years in tune with the changing world around it. | hope that this session of the General Conference will provide the
opportunity to assess the result of these years and to open anew chapter in our history.

49 Finally, I cannot end here without paying a most sincere tribute to Mr Michael Abiola Omolewa, President of
the General Conference, as well as to Mr Hans-Heinrich Wrede, Chairman of the Executive Board, both of whom
carried out their tasks with great efficiency and dedication during their mandates. Our governing bodies are the place
where the democratic vitality of our institution is laid, and | can bear witness to the fact that these last two years have
been rich in fruitful debate, carried out in a transparent and open way. | wish that this 33rd session of the Genera
Conference will deliver to UNESCO a clear and brave road map for the future that — if | can put it this way — will set
our course towards a“Cape of Good Hope”. | thank you for your attention.

Establishment of the Credentials Committee

Constitution du Comité de vérification des pouvoirs
Constitucion del Comité de Verificacion de Poder es
Yupexnenue Komurera no nposepke noJaHoMo4mi
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51 The President:

| want to thank you very much, Mr Matsuura, for your very encouraging words. Ladies and gentlemen, the
next task before us is to establish the Credentials Committee. As you all know, and according to Rule 32, paragraph 1,
of the Rules of Procedure of the General Conference, the Credentials Committee consists of nine Member States el ected
by the General Conference upon proposal of the Temporary President, with due regard to fair geographical distribution.
After careful examination of the composition of previous committees, and following consultations of a great number of
delegations, | would like to suggest that the Credentials Committee be composed of the following countries. Belgium,
El Salvador, Haiti, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lithuania, Qatar, Senegal, Serbia and Montenegro, South
Africa. Arethere any objections to this suggestion? It is so decided.

52 Allow me to remind you that according to paragraph 2 of Rule 32 of the Rules of Procedure, the Committee
is responsible for electing its own Chairperson. | would also like to remind you that in 171 EX/Decision 33 the
Executive Board decided to recommend that His Excellency Mr Dragoljub Najman, Ambassador of Serbia and
Montenegro, be elected Chairperson of the Committee. | would now like to invite its members to meet at 12 noon in
Room VII1. Thank you.

Establishment of the Nominations Committee
Constitution du Comité des candidatures
Constitucion del Comité de Candidaturas
yqpemeﬂue KOMI/ITeTa 1o KaHIlI/IIlaTypaM
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6. The President:
Ladies and gentlemen, it is now time for us to set up the Nominations Committee. As you know, and

according to Rule 34 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Conference, the Nominations Committee consists of the
heads of all delegations entitled to vote in the Conference. The head of any delegation may designate another member
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of his or her delegation to attend meetings and vote in his or her place; the representative of each delegation on the
Committee may be assisted by another member of the delegation. Furthermore, paragraph 4 of Rule 34 provides that the
Committee shall elect its own Chairperson. | would also like to remind you that in 171 EX/Decision 33 the Executive
Board decided to recommend that Her Excellency Ms Sybil Campbell, Ambassador of Jamaica, be elected Chairperson of
the Committee. | would now like to invite the members of the Nominations Committee to meet at 12 noonin Room V.

Visitsby H.E. Ms Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka, and H.E. Mr John Agyekam Kufuor, President of the Republic of Ghana

Visitesde S. E. Mme Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, Présidente de la République socialiste
démoacratiquede Sri Lanka et de S. E. M. John Agyekum Kufuor, Président
dela République du Ghana

Visita de Su Excelencia la Sra Chandrika Bandar anaike Kumar atunga, Presidente de la Republica Democr atica
Socialistade Sri Lankay Su Excelencia el Sr John Agyekum Kufuor, Presidente dela Republica de Ghana.

Busurel Ee IlpeBocxoanrenncrBa r-xu Yanapuku Bannapanauke Kymaparynra, Ilpe3ngenra
Jemokparnueckoii Conuanncruueckoii Pecny6smmku llpu-Jlanka u Ero IIpesocxoqurennscrsa r-ua Jxona
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H.E. Ms Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga and
H.E. Mr John Agyekum Kufuor take their places at the rostrum.

7.1 The President:

Ladies and gentlemen, | propose now to suspend the meseting for the next 40 minutes in order for the
Chairman of the Executive Board, the Director-General and myself to welcome our distinguished guests for today, Her
Excellency Ms Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka,
and His Excellency Mr John Agyekum Kufuor, President of the Republic of Ghana. During this suspension | invite you
to please ensure that you return to your seats so that we can welcome the two guests by 11.45 am. We will expect
everyone to be seated by 11.45 a.m. so that we can show the two visiting presidents the honour they deserve. Until then,
ladies and gentlemen, you are free to have your break.

The meeting is suspended at 10.40 a.m. and resumes at 12.05 p.m.

7.2 Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, it has become one of the proud traditions of
UNESCO that we welcome, throughout the sessions of the General Conference, a number of distinguished personalities
among the world’ s leaders, and invite them to address the Conference. This is particularly true for the opening meeting
of each session of the General Conference. It therefore gives me great pleasure to welcome, on behaf of the
Organization and on behalf of all of you in this room, Her Excellency Ms Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga,
President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, and His Excellency Mr John Agyekum Kufuor, President
of the Republic of Ghana.

7.3 On this particular occasion, please allow me to say afew words. Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies
and gentlemen, may | first address myself to you, Madam, and extend a particular welcome back “home” to Paris,
where you undertook a mgjor part of your studies and where you have kept many friends. You represent a proud
tradition in your country for female leadership; and you have also shown great personal courage in following a family
vocation for high political office, in full acceptance of the high price that must sometimes be paid for this. | commend
you for your long and very distinguished political career, and for the major contribution you have made, through your
studies and publications in the fields of social science and development, both to the development of Sri Lanka and to
international dialogue. Your personal commitment to the welfare of the underprivileged and to the promotion of a
pluralistic society iswell known and much appreciated.

7.4 Your Excellency, | can obviously not address you without remembering the terrible catastrophe that struck
your country and people last December. After Indonesia, Sri Lanka was the second country most severely hit by the
deadly tsunami, with ailmost 31,000 people killed. My personal sympathy and compassion go to al those that were
struck by the loss of loved ones, or the loss of property. We may, however, find some consolation in the fact that the
international community — governments, international organizations, and the private sector alike — reacted in a speedy,
effective and most generous manner, thereby helping the victims of the disaster to begin the long and painful road
towards the reconstruction of their lives. | am also proud to recall that UNESCO is very much in the forefront in the
creation or reinforcement of measures that may help mitigate, or even prevent, such disasters in the future — and that
very soon after the disaster it created a UNESCO antenna in Colombo to help assess the damage and extend concrete
assistance to the local populations.



75 Madam, in addition to your high office as President of your country, you are also concurrently Minister of
Education. In this connection, | wish to pay particular tribute to you for the impressive achievements of Sri Lankain the
field of basic education. Y our country devotes 10% of its budget to education; and your progress towards the targets set
in Dakar for achieving education for all, and laid down in the Millennium Development Goals, is significant: 92.5% of
adults are now literate, gender parity is practically achieved, and primary and secondary net enrolment rates are 95%
and 77.6% respectively. It is a true pleasure, Your Excellency, to have you with us; and | am confident that the
statement you will be making in afew moments will be amajor inspiration to usall.

7.6 Ladies and gentlemen, Excellencies, leaders of delegations, honourable Ministers, it is yet another source of
pride and honour for me to introduce our second distinguished guest, President John Agyekum Kufuor. Mr President,
you are a lawyer, a politician, an administrator, a civil servant and a nation builder. Mr. President, your impressive
record as Chief Lega Officer and Town Clerk (that is the City Manager) of Kumasi, your notable contribution to the
drafting of the Constitution of your country, your membership of the Parliament of your country and your ministerial
experience were milestones on your journey to the Presidency, which you have now occupied since January 2001. You
are, of course, no stranger to international organizations such as ours, having led Ghana's delegation to several
international gatherings, among them the United Nations General Assembly in New Y ork, ministerial meetings of the
Organization of African Unity in Addis Ababa, and the Summit of the Non-Aligned Movement.

7.7 Mr President, you have worked relentlessly, resolutely, firmly and effectively, continuing the tradition for
discipline, coherence and unity laid down very early at the independence of your country. We are proud to see the
manner in which you have confirmed Ghana as one of the shining examples of Africa’'s capability for progress,
development, transparency, dedication and commitment. You are on record as a leader who has devoted as much as
40% of your national budget to education. Under your leadership, good governance, the rule of law, the respect for
fundamental freedom and for democracy have become the cornerstones of your government. It is a great pleasure to
welcome you to UNESCO and to welcome you in particular as a symbol of nobility, as the former Chairman of the
Economic Commission for West African States and as the President of Ghana. President John Agyekum Kufuor.

7.8 Excellencies, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, please join me now in extending our warmest
welcome to our two prestigious guests, the President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and the
President of the Republic of Ghana.Thank you very much.

7.9 I now give the floor to Her Excellency, President Chandrika Bandaranaike Kumaratunga of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. Madam, you have the floor.
81 M s Bandaranaike (President of Sri Lanka):

Mr President, Your Excellency, Mr John Kufuor, President of the Republic of Ghana, Mr President of the General
Conference, Mr Chairman of the Executive Board, Your Excellency Mr Koichiro Matsuura, Director-General of
UNESCO, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, | am indeed happy and honoured to be amongst this august
gathering and to be associated with the inauguration of the 33rd session of the General Conference of UNESCO. | wish
to thank the President of the General Conference for his kind words of welcome. May | also thank the Director-General,
Mr Matsuura, for the invitation extended to me to address this important Conference. | would like to take this
opportunity to congratulate you, Mr Matsuura, for being nominated for a second term at the helm of UNESCO. Thisisa
clear testimony of the confidence that UNESCQO's Members place in you and in the direction in which you have steered
UNESCO into the twenty-first century. We wish you even greater success in your new term.

8.2 I wasin New York two weeks ago to address the United Nations General Assembly and to participate in its
celebration of 60 years of existence. The 60th anniversary of UNESCO is aso celebrated this year, as UNESCO was
one of the first few specialized agencies to be founded a few months after the United Nations, on 16 November 1945. If
we reflect upon the past briefly, we know that at that time a shattered world reflected on the need to have in place a
framework to prevent for all time the necessity of war. The mandate given to UNESCO embodies the basic values and
the spiritual and intellectual bases of human existence. The preamble of the Constitution of UNESCO captures the very
essence of this Organization, stated as follows, and | quote: “That the wide diffusion of culture, and the education of
humanity for justice and liberty and peace are indispensable to the dignity of man and constitute a sacred duty which all
the nations must fulfil in a spirit of mutual assistance and concern”.

8.3 Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, education is central to human existence. Education assures the
development and refinement of that most supremely powerful human asset: the mind. Through education we gain
knowledge of the experience of past generations, we acquire the ability to create scientific and technological advances
in order that we live better. Education also equips us to create the artistic, cultural and spiritual frameworks that are the
essential requisites for a meaningful human existence. In other words, education in its multifarious forms is the bedrock
of understanding among human beings, which is a prerequisite for justice, liberty and peace. UNESCO, as the United
Nations specialized agency for education, is entrusted with the noble responsibility of educational development which
will give rise to the promotion of the other areas of UNESCO's activities: the sciences, culture and communication,
which would then extend to the environment and conditions for peace.
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8.4 Education engenders dialogue and understanding between different viewpoints, cultures and value systems.
Today more than ever before, the world needs to inculcate a culture of dialogue and understanding if we are to extricate
ourselves from the vicious cycle of intolerance, violence and terrorism that is enveloping the globe. UNESCO bears a
major responsibility in promoting dialogue among peoples, communities and nations so that we may acknowledge and
appreciate the richness of diversity and build unity in diversity. The world exists and goes around on the basis of the
richness of its diversity, drawing sustenance from it. That diversity finds expression in the artistic creations of
individuals, of communities and of nations, which finally constitute their cultures. Culture and the arts embody the spirit
of man, the unconquered, unconquerable spirit of man — the one thing that has defied conquest by other men. | consider
that we, the United Nations of the world, have a sacred duty to ensure that we protect human diversity and also natural
diversity in all its manifestations. We can never permit one vision, one set of ideas, one project, to englobe the whole
world. How horribly poor, how dangerously oppressive it would be! In this context, Sri Lanka hopes that this session of
the General Conference will adopt the draft convention on the protection and promotion of the diversity of cultural
expressions. The Dakar Framework for Action committed the member governments to the achievement of the goal of
education for al by 2015. Basic education is given foremost priority, while equitable access to appropriate learning and
life skills programmes, adult literacy and eliminating gender disparities are some of the main areas identified for
implementation. This year the General Conference of UNESCO has given due focus to this vital challenge. We are
appreciative of the role played by UNESCO under the constructive efforts of the Director-General, Mr Koichiro
Matsuura, to realize these objectives.

8.5 Sri Lanka since independence has maintained its interest in and focus on educating our children. In fact we
became a Member State of UNESCO in 1949, even before we took membership in the United Nations. | accepted this
invitation with much delight and anticipation as education is a subject in which | have always maintained a passionate
interest. Hence, in spite of my heavy responsibilities as President, | also hold the portfolio of education. While being
proud of our 92% literacy rate for both men and women, the highest in South Asia and one of the highest in South-East
Asia, we saw the need to introduce comprehensive reforms in the education sector to keep pace with a fast-changing
and globalized world. Sri Lanka has aready achieved severa of the education for all (EFA) goals, in primary education,
gender parity, and infant and maternal mortality. Our EFA development index is 0.95, placing us close to completing
the EFA goals before the targeted date. My government’s vision of development accords top priority to education and
health. We have tripled budgetary provisions for education for the past 10 years. At present, expenditure per student as
a proportion of national per capita income in primary and secondary education is around 11%, and for university
education it is 100%. We possess nearly 10,000 schools for a child population of 4.2 million. Under our new education
initiative we have undertaken the development of 750 existing schools as fully equipped “Smart Schools’. New
competency-based and outcome-oriented curricula have been introduced for all subjects, focusing on science,
mathematics, information technology and foreign languages. Improved educational materials, new systems of
examinations and performance assessment of not only students but also teachers, as well as accountability and school-
based management, have been introduced.

8.6 Mr President, | wish to express a few thoughts about UNESCO's other important mandate — that of peace.
Peace can only be acquired through economic development to eliminate poverty and despair, and through dialogue and
understanding. Education is the essential bedrock for al this. President Mitterrand once said, and | wish to quote thisin
French:

(The speaker continuesin French)

8.7 «La paix est une bataille, la paix n'est jamais donnée librement, elle n'est jamais acquise. Sa conquéte
résulte du courage et du respect envers autrui et demande la conscience et I’ engagement de tous. La paix n’'est pas laloi
imposée par les puissants mais celle qui est fondée sur |’ égalité et la dignité de tous les peuples. L’ UNESCO peut jouer
un réle essentiel dans ce processus. »

(L’ oratrice reprend en anglais)

8.8 UNESCO can play an essentia role in creating conditions for peace through programmes for culture,
education and interaction, and continued dialogue between communities and nations.

8.9 Mr President, we in Sri Lanka have suffered deeply from the lack of peace for 20 long years. An ethnic
conflict leading to terrorism has had terrible consequences on our human and limited natural resources. Worse, it has
afflicted the very soul of our nation, increasing violence, criminality, alcoholism and suicide. My government initiated a
plan of conflict resolution through a negotiated political settlement for our national problems. It has given some positive
results, but we have much more to achieve. We have also commenced a new programme for the protection of the child.
Our National Child Protection Authority, which | am told is the only one of its kind in the third world, implements
many programmes to eliminate abuse and violence against children and ensure their protection as well as their right to
enjoy freely life's most precious gift — childhood. Our success is due to the outcome of sustained efforts in policy
planning and implementation.
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8.10 The Millennium Development Goals call for the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of
women as effective means to combat poverty, hunger, disease and ignorance, and to stimulate all-round development.
All eight Millennium Development Goals are closely linked to women. The achievement of these goals and gender
equality and the empowerment of women are intrinsically dependent on each other. We have had people-centred
development and welfare policies from the mid 1940s in my country. This has assured Sri Lanka a high place in the
United Nations Human Development Index. My government has implemented pro-poor policies to eradicate poverty as
well as to strengthen programmes for gender equality and development of women. We have had a Women's Bureau
since 1978 and a Women’'s Ministry, which include social welfare, and a Nationa Committee of Women, which
implements Sri Lanka's Women’s Charter. It has many achievements to its credit, including the role in amending the
Pena Code to identify new offences and enhance punishment for sexual offences against women. We have a
remarkable female literacy rate. Enrolment in universities is high, with comparatively high rates of female employment
at executive levels. High literacy rates have resulted in high standards of maternal and child care. We have now
achieved zero gender disparity in implementing the Millennium Development Goals and education for all.

8.11 | wish to take this opportunity to express a word of appreciation to the Director-General for taking the
initiative to assist Sri Lankain many ways following the tsunami disaster that devastated two-thirds of our coastal areas
last December. Hundreds of schools were destroyed, 36,000 people killed and many thousands of children affected. My
government gave special attention to the building of schools and getting the affected children back to school at the
earliest opportunity. It is a precious and much-felt right, which could not be denied under any circumstances. UNESCO
quickly established a special office to assess the damage and destruction and to assist in the field of education and
culture. We are also appreciative of the leading role played by UNESCO in the establishment of a Tsunami Warning
and Mitigation System for the Indian Ocean.

8.12 Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, many questions are being raised today about the concept of the United
Nations family and work within the entire United Nations system. Sri Lanka strongly supports the 2005 World Summit
Outcome document adopted at the recently concluded High-level Plenary Mesting of the General Assembly of the
United Nations, and believes that UNESCO should take into consideration the proposed reforms in the examination of
its own methods of work in order that it can fulfil its mission. We believe that UNESCO’ s mandate remains important
and firmly relevant. The strength of UNESCO liesin the forum it provides to create and inspire ideal's, which need to be
translated into action for the benefit of mankind. Let us join together and work together in this common quest for a
better world for our future generations. Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, | thank you.

9. ThePresident:
Thank you, Madam, for your important statement. Now | have the honour and pleasure to give the floor to
Mr John Agyekum Kufuor, President of the Republic of Ghana. Y our Excellency, you have the floor.

101 Mr Kufuor (President of Ghana):

President of the General Conference of UNESCO, colleagues, guests of honour, President Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga of Sri Lanka, Chairperson of the Executive Board, Director-General, distinguished ladies
and gentlemen, | am deeply honoured to have this opportunity to come and address this august assembly, though the
honour really belongs to my country, Ghana. | should confess that Ghana has a special bond with the Director-General,
Mr Koichiro Matsuura, who started his diplomatic career in Accra some 20 years ago. Over the years, he has shown his
sensitivity to problems of Africain many positive ways, to our admiration. So when he visited Ghana two years ago to
perform ceremonies related to the UNESCO Slave Routes project, he was made an honorary chief. In Ghana, thisis a
mark of respect and appreciation that is rarely bestowed on visitors. | congratulate Mr Matsuura again, and thank him
for thiswonderful opportunity to address the distinguished men and women who are assembled here.

10.2 Mr President, this year marks the 60th anniversary of the creation of the United Nations, and last month
member nations observed that historic milestone during the meeting of the General Assembly in New Y ork. The world
is therefore looking forward to a grand 60th anniversary celebration next year, for UNESCO was established in 1946.
UNESCO, as we would recadll, is one of the autonomous agencies of the United Nations, set up to promote education,
science and culture, as well as global peace. It was the hope that education, science and culture would become tools for
promoting understanding and peace among nations. The success of this agency’s mission was therefore deemed critical
to the overall effortsto restore normality to a devastated world after the Second World War.

10.3 Ladies and gentlemen, it is to its credit that this Organization has continued to live up to this mission in a
world that has been changing rapidly. Today, partly through the efforts of UNESCO and the other United Nations
agencies, the cold war, which divided the world into two opposing ideological and military camps and threatened global
peace, has faded into history. The political landscape of Africa, and of much of the third world, has aso changed
dramatically, with former colonies emerging as independent sovereign nations. One effect has been an enlarged and
wider representation of States in United Nations agencies. But, Mr President, many of the changes in evidence in
today’s world are accounted for by the dramatic developments in the field of science and technology. Science is
opening vistas hitherto limited to fiction. Largely through information and communication technology, all parts of the
world are coming together to form what we now term the global village. The sound barrier has been broken by
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revolutionary technology, making travel faster and more efficient than ever before. The global village has united
humanity across geographical, linguistic and cultural divides. It is also revolutionizing man’'s awareness of himself, in
terms of both his limitations and his God-like potential. The experience is a once humbling and paradoxically
enhancing. All these momentous achievements have been made possible by the relative peace in the modern world, and
by the rapidly increasing and deliberate efforts to seek knowledge and to harness it for the betterment of mankind.

104 However, Mr President, much still remains to be done. So even as we celebrate the incredible achievements
under the leadership of the United Nations and its agencies like UNESCO, we must also acknowledge that thereis still a
long way to go. The way forward must lie in the realization and the acceptance among all the races and nations of the
world of the centrality of our common humanity. This was the justification for the establishment of the United Nations.
Indeed, Mr President, these developments should provide the most formidable weapon for overcoming the related
problems of poverty, illiteracy, ignorance, hunger and disease, that continue to beset much of the world today, and also
for neutralizing the rising tide of intolerance and international terrorism that constitutes an immediate threat to the world
we wish to build.

105 Mr President, historically, Africa has had its own unique problems. The post-colonial period found Africain
a world of bipolar conflicts, creating deep divisions across the continent. Since then, the associated problems of
uncompromising, and often ill-considered ideological and other schisms, have haunted African nations in the form of
economic challenges, tribal and religious conflicts, civil wars, genocide, hunger and disease. Fortunately, with rapid
globalization and the humanizing leadership of the United Nations and its agencies, many a nation on the continent now
realizes that the peoples of the world are becoming more and more interdependent and supportive of each other. It is
this awareness that is reassuring and empowering the African countries to rally and tackle the misfortunes which have
been their ot since the advent of their political independence from colonialism. In today’s world, whenever a problem
raises its head, the international community is mobilized to help. Whether it is food for the starving, relief for victims of
natural disasters or peacekeeping efforts in conflict zones, there is clear evidence of a global feeling of brotherhood.
Indeed, the maxim of each person being his brother’s keeper is being realized. This world-wide fraternal feeling is
captured by the spirit and letter of the Millennium Development Goals enunciated by the United Nations. Happily,
today | am able to report that we in Africa have decided to pull ourselves from the doldrums and join the mainstream of
globalization. We as States have decided to assert ourselves and to work in partnership among ourselves and with other
continents, States and races, to share in the common values that should bond the global village.

10.6 Mr President, through our own efforts, and with massive support from the United Nations and its agencies
like UNESCO, and from the international community in general, Africais overcoming that difficult era of its history,
the post-colonia period, which is coming to an end. Indeed, Africa is determined to face its problems squarely, using
the time-tested strategies of democracy to promote good governance and the rule of law. Already the United Nations,
including the G8, has welcomed the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) as a credible basis for
Africa's cooperation with the rest of the world. NEPAD, as you know, is the development framework within which
African nations have pledged to cooperate with one another and with the rest of the world to end years of political
instability and economic stagnation. One distinguishing feature of NEPAD is the peer review mechanism. It encourages
African leaders and their nations to commit themselves to good governance and constitutional democracy and to ensure
accountability of governance to the governed. Like many African countries, my country Ghanais still going through the
full cycle of political maturation, with its attendant problems. Ghana assumed independent nationhood in 1957 as a
congtitutional democracy. Unfortunately, in less than a decade democracy was subverted through the imposition of a
one-party state, which led to governance being disrupted in 1966. For 25 of the next 30 years, the nation was subjugated
by one military dictatorship after another without referring to any valid constitution. Sadly, in terms of the rule of law,
respect for human rights, economic management and the general well-being of society, those military regimes, which
assumed names like Redemption or Provisional, among others, turned out to be worse than the civilian regimes they had
deposed. By 1990, with the strong wind of change that was blowing around the world after the collapse of the eastern
bloc, the people of Ghana began to stir and to ask for a return to constitutional and democratic governance. This was
attained by the promulgation of the Fourth Republican Constitution in 1992. Since then, there have been four successful
democratic elections with all the trends showing that the good people of Ghana are determined to stay the course and
uphold this democratic culture. Thisis how my party and government came to be elected for a first term of four years
under my presidency in December 2000, and to be re-elected for a second term in the year 2004. In line with our long-
standing commitment to democratic governance underpinned by the rule of law, my government has focused priority
atention on stabilizing the macro-economy, developing infrastructure, modernizing agriculture through science and
technology, providing enhanced social services with particular attention to education and health delivery, developing
the private sector to become the main agency for accelerating economic growth, and promoting good governance in all
fields of national endeavour to engender and sustain a harmonious and stable society. The combined effects of these
priorities have been tolerance in the nation, more accountability and transparency in governance, and the strengthening
of the various administrative and legal institutions of state.

10.7 These developments in turn are engendering renewed public confidence in Ghana itself and in the state
institutions and a general sense of well-being. The people rightly expect and are working towards accel erated economic
growth and wealth creation. Indeed, Ghana is now perceived by its people and internationally as a haven of peace and
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security. To many an observer, the re-election of my government for a second term of office was a vindication of the
inherent strength of democratic governance in building ajust, prosperous and humane society. Open governance and the
responsible way in which the governments have tackled the endemic socio-economic challenges that beset our society
have helped in rallying the people. As aresult, they are supporting the government in pursuing difficult policies like the
adoption of the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative, the deregulation of the petroleum sector, the
promotion and development of the private sector, and the adoption of the Ghana Poverty Reduction Strategy, which
have begun to yield substantial dividends. Last year, Ghana reached the HIPC completion point in record time, two and
a half years after adopting the initiative. This led the Paris Club of official creditorsto immediately forgive Ghana debts
to the tune of $2 billion. A further $2 billion was forgiven on an instalment basis of $100 million a year over the next
20 years.

10.8 Again, Ghanais one of the 18 countries that have been selected by the G8 to be forgiven the total debts they
owe to the multilateral agencies like the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF). This will benefit
Ghana to the tune of over $4 billion, and the funds saved from these cancellations are committed to be invested in
poverty-reduction and wealth-creation programmes throughout the country. Y et again, Ghanais one of six countries out
of 62 worldwide that have qualified to access the first tranche of the United States' Millennium Challenge Account.
The country stands to gain about $300 million for modernization of agriculture and promation of agro-based industries.
To derive maximum benefits from these positive developments, my government is focusing on investment in the top
three priorities of human resource development, private sector development and continued good governance. It is
envisaged that successful implementation of these priorities, which happily coincide with those of UNESCO, will
provide the best route to accelerated growth and bring the country closer to the targets of the Millennium Development
Goals.

10.9 Mr President, the foundation of our human resource development programme is in the restructured
educational system. Our reform system exploits the collective wisdom and experience of UNESCO, and falls within the
wider context of education for all (EFA) and the Millennium Development Goals of the United Nations system. The
national constitution of Ghana entrenches a state policy of free and compulsory universal basic education for all
children. My government is initiating implementation of this policy from this year. Consequently, all children of Ghana
aged between 4 and 16 years will now be kept in school to ensure that, regardless of their socio-economic backgrounds,
they will al be given equal opportunities, starting from early childhood. This development should serve not only in the
long term to expand and enrich the human resource base of the country, but also to effectively check the sad
phenomenon of street children and rampant child abuse.

10.10 It is impossible to expand education without trained teaching personnel. Thus the new policy’s focus is on
the supply of quality teachers in requisite numbers, and, at this juncture, I must acknowledge the assistance that Ghana
is receiving from UNESCO in the area of capacity-building to support education delivery. The University of Cape
Coast, one of the nation's public universities, which has the prime aim of training high-level teachers as well as
specialists in science education, was established with the help of UNESCO. Further, UNESCO has helped to start a
distance-learning programme at another public tertiary institution in Winneba to enable teachers to upgrade their skills
without leaving the classroom. | wish to acknowledge that these projects were undertaken in collaboration with the
UNESCO Internationa Institute for Capacity-Building in Africa, Addis Ababa (Ethiopia). Additionally, my
government, on its own initiative, is refurbishing al 38 teacher-training institutions in the country. Fifteen of them are
being developed into specialist training colleges for science, mathematics and technical education. This should improve
the teacher-student ratio to take account of the population explosion which the country is facing.

10.11 Concurrently, my government is vigorously deploying information and communication technology (ICT) to
interconnect the entire educational system and indeed the entire socio-economy of the country. Consequently, the
economy is already beginning to enjoy benefits from the outsourcing of the data industry, from the advanced parts of
the world like the United States. But to keep pace with the rapidly changing developments in this area, Ghana supports
the international call for bridging the digital divide between the advanced and developing worlds.

10.12 Ladies and gentlemen, the major halmarks of globalization are information, multiculturalism,
multilingualism and the ICT revolution. The many cultures of the world are being rejuvenated and enriched through
heightened cross-cultural intercourse. The peoples of the world are absorbing more and more from each other in terms
of tastes, ideas, fashions, the arts and music, dance and sports, all of which UNESCO has classified as the “knowledge
society”. In this respect, | must once again commend UNESCO for its contribution towards the promotion of rural
broadcasting and the establishment of a private newspaper in Ghana during a difficult period, now political history. This
assistance helped to break what has come to be called the “culture of silence”, which had traumatized the nation during
the despotic period preceding the adoption of the 1992 liberal constitution. Democratic governance is helping to tone
down the strident biases among the various ethnic, religious and political groups within Ghana's body poalitic, and thisis
to the benefit of the greater good of the nation. Replicated throughout the world under the guidance of UNESCO, this
trend will shape the global village into a place of harmony and peaceful coexistence.
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10.13 However, Mr President, whether culturally or linguistically different, whether we belong to the advanced or
developing nations, in the end, all mankind is one, with a common need for basic items such as food, clothing and
shelter in addition to personal security. Our common humanity has manifested itself again and again, especialy in times
of stress and trauma. The world was shocked at the magnitude of the destruction caused by the tsunami just before the
New Year. The horror wrought by hurricanes Katrina and Rita in the United States of all places last month, is
incredible, and exposes the frailty of mankind. There have been other natural disasters which might not have come to
global attention, but whose impact on their victims must have been equally devastating. As we meet here— 1 am glad |
am here, with Her Excellency the President of Sri Lanka — our hearts must go to the victims of al these natural
disasters. In the meantime, the world must draw lessons from such catastrophic natural occurrences and observe
adequate environmental protection practices to minimize the effects in the future. Science and technology must be
harnessed to a greater and deeper extent to anticipate and contain such events.

10.14 Ladies and gentlemen, while humanity may not be able to overcome natural disasters, it must be able to curb
intolerance and terrorism considerably. This menace is arrogant and does not show discrimination between the innocent
and the perceived offender. Its cost to affected countries and families is incalculable. The world must not stop rallying
together against this scourge, finding ways and means to eradicate it. Cross-border crimes like drug pushing, money
laundering, human trafficking and arms peddling, to name but a few, are other crimes which are steadily undermining
the peace and security of the world, putting humanity at risk. But, Mr President, solutions to the problems | have
enumerated are beyond the capability of any single nation, or indeed any block of nations. They are global problems
which deserve concerted global commitment, resources and action. The United Nations system and its agencies like
UNESCO have been able to contain and localize various conflicts around the world in order to avert another world war.
These same organs should be capable of organizing and leading the world in handling the monumental problems that
confront it. In line with this, Mr President, as we mark the 60th anniversary of the United Nations system, and look
forward to UNESCO' s 60th anniversary, | call on all Member States to pledge their unflinching support to these bodies
as they grapple with the challenges of the millennium.

10.15 Finally, Ghana commends the Director-General, Mr Koichiro Matsuura, and his able staff as well as the
Executive Board of this important Organization for the good work they are doing to improve the general welfare of
mankind, especialy the poor of the world. Ghana further acknowledges their contribution towards the promotion of
international understanding and global peace.

10.16 Mr President, | am very grateful for this opportunity to address this august conference and | thank the
Director-Genera and the Chairman of the Executive Board for their kind invitation. | also thank the distinguished
audience for their attention and wish the Conference successful deliberation. Thank you.

111 The President:

Thank you very much, Mr President, for your very positive message. Ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of all
the countries represented in this room, | would like to extend my warmest gratitude and appreciation to our eminent
guests. Their presence and their words here today remind us that tolerance and dialogue among peoples and nations are
an essential key on the way to democracy and peace. Ladies and gentlemen, | would like to ask you to please remain
seated while we take leave of our distinguished guests.

The meeting is suspended for a few minutes while the president of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Si Lanka
and the President of the Republic of Ghana are escorted from the room.

11.2 Ladies and gentlemen, honourable Ministers, heads of delegations, Excellencies, | will now proceed with the
adjournment of this meeting, but before | do so | would like to remind you that we shall reconvene for the plenary at
3 p.m. this afternoon, and on that occasion we shall listen to the presentation of the report of the Y outh Forum that took
place this weekend. As you know, UNESCO is keenly interested in integrating youth into its General Conference. After
that report we shall continue with normal business, beginning with the consideration and adoption of our agenda. So,
until three o’ clock, ladies and gentlemen, please have a very pleasant afternoon. | now declare the meeting adjourned.

The meeting rose at 1.05 p.m.
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Second plenary meeting

Monday 3 October 2005 at 3.10 p.m.
President: Mr Omolewa (Nigeria)
later: Mr Musa Hassan (Oman)
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Report of the Youth Forum
Rapport du Forum desjeunes
Informe del Foro dela Juventud
Joxnan dopyma MoJioaexu
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1 The President:

Thank you very much. Ladies and gentlemen, | would like to thank you for your punctual arrival for this
afternoon’s session, which for us is a very important session devoted to youth and the future of the world. Ladies and
gentlemen, before we examine item 1.4 which is the adoption of the provisional agenda, | am now pleased to give the
floor to Mr Clement Mwangi from Kenya, who is Chairperson of the Youth Forum. He will present to us the main
conclusions of the Y outh Forum. Asyou are al aware, the Y outh Forum of UNESCO’ s General Conference was held at
UNESCO Headquarters from 30 September to 2 October. During these three days, 184 young representatives of
128 countries had the opportunity to exchange views, share experiences and identify proposals and solutions for the
future. During this time, the Forum focused on three major items closely related to UNESCO’s mandate: al different,
al unique, celebrating cultural diversity through dialogue; safeguarding the future, practising dialogue for sustainable
development and learning to live together; promoting dialogue for peace and reconciliation. Mr Mwangi, you have the
floor.

2. Mr Mwangi (Kenya) (Chairperson of the Y outh Forum):

Thank you, Mr President. Mr President of the Genera Conference of UNESCO, Mr Chairman of the
Executive Board, Mr Director-General, distinguished representatives of UNESCO Member States, ladies and
gentlemen, dear friends we are the representatives of the Y outh Forum of UNESCO. | will start by introducing myself
and my team. My name is Clément Mwangi, and | am from Kenya. | am accompanied by my two rapporteurs, Afikria
El Abbouri from the Netherlands and Andry Y udha Kusuma from Indonesia. As you can, see we are the embodiment of
this year's theme, “Young people and the dialogue among civilizations, cultures and peoples — ideas for action in
education, the sciences, culture and communication”. And you, the delegates of the General Conference, are also the
embodiment of intercultural dialogue. We met here to show our sincere intention to participate constructively in the
world’s quest for the promotion of cultural diversity, peace and sustainable devel opment through dialogue as partners of
tomorrow, starting today. We wish to address our deep gratitude to all UNESCO Member States for your unceasing
efforts to create a better world for all generations. You have received the Youth Forum report, which details the
contributions of the youth delegates from your countries. We gathered here for three days and debated, discussed,
agreed and disagreed on different issues. We maintained a friendly atmosphere, not despite but thanks to our cultural
diversity. | feel proud to represent youth, and | will not betray the spirit built up during the Forum. Therefore we are
going to be brief and clear. Please keep in mind that the ideas in the report are meant for action to benefit youth, but we
believe that the General Conference can learn much from them.

3. Mr Kusuma (Indonesia) (Rapporteur of the Y outh Forum):

Among the issues discussed at the Forum were cultura diversity, sustainable development, and peace and
reconciliation. Cultural diversity should be encouraged and young people should be made aware of the contribution of
different culturesto our common heritage. Cultural dialogue is a state of mind — it is the willingness to listen to othersin
dialogue. In this, we should educate young people. Sustainable development is a key factor for peace and stability given
the increasing rarity of resources. At the same time, we are aware of the existing gap between talk and practice in this
area. Peace education and reconciliation should be part and parcel of all forms of education to enhance the promotion of
values such as solidarity, respect, tolerance and multiculturalism. We have a duty, a responsibility to take care of young
people in al parts of the world and to build a better future of understanding and justice. By teaching young people to
have critical thinking ability, we can prevent discrimination and conflict.

4, Ms El Abbouri (Netherlands) (Rapporteur of the Y outh Forum):

The Fourth UNESCO Y outh Forum brought together the highest number of participantsin its history. Thisis
a sign of the growing interest in the Forum on the part of young people. It is for this reason that UNESCO needs to
acknowledge the importance of this gathering. We appreciate the efforts made by UNESCO and its Section for Y outh to
bring us together to promote dialogue. We are honoured to be here today, but we do have mixed feelings. For us to
come up with concrete and applicable recommendations, we fed that it would be important to allocate more time and
resources for future UNESCO Y outh Forums. We, as a drafting committee, have worked tirelessly to deliver the final
report for your consideration, which was the objective stated by all young delegates. We recommend that in the future
the Y outh Forum should be allocated enough time for its deliberations and the consolidation of these contributionsin a
report that reflects all the ideas. The participants are also of the opinion that follow-up and evaluation of the
implementation of all recommendations made in the Y outh Forum report are necessary. As we pointed out earlier on,
we decided to be brief because we would like to emphasize that simplicity is the key to life, and also to draw attention
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to the gap between talk and practice. In conclusion, although the word “dialogue” is associated with talking, “dialogue’
actually means listening and understanding each other.

5. Mr Mwangi (Kenya) (Chairperson of the Y outh Forum):

| would like to remind you that the Y outh Forum is the fruit of dialogue among young people. But thisis just
the start of our dialogue with you, Member States. We thank you in advance and we hope the recommendations will
receive your most favourable consideration. | wish you success in the work you have ahead of you in the Genera
Conference. | am sorry to break tradition, but we are going to say “thank you” in English, and our national languages,
not the official languages of UNESCO. Thank you very much.

6.1 The President:

Thank you very much young men and women, and God bless you. We are all proud of you, and you have
given us fresh vision and wisdom, which | believe will be helpful for the work of UNESCO. Distinguished delegates,
may | now invite all the programme commissions to bear in mind during their respective work the report of the Y outh
Forum we have just listened to. It may serve as a further inspiration for your forthcoming deliberations on UNESCO’s
programmes. | would like to know if any delegate would like to make any comments in connection with the Y outh
Forum before | invite you to adopt the report.

(The President continuesin French)
6.2 Je donne maintenant la parole au professeur Kenneth Wiltshire, de!’ Australie.

7. Mr Wiltshire (Austraia):

Thank you very much, Mr President, and | am sure that Australiawould like to congratulate the young people
on the Youth Forum. It is the most successful Y outh Forum yet held in this House, and the theme was very relevant —
the dialogue among civilizations. The report is extremely impressive, and | think it will make a wonderful contribution
to our Conference in all of the commissions. Australia would also like to thank the Director-General for facilitating this
Youth Forum and for supporting delegates, particularly from developing countries, to come to attend it. | particularly
welcome the comments of the young people on the reform of the Youth Forum, making it even more effective and
making it bigger and better. These young people will be the leaders of tomorrow, they will be members of National
Commissions, they will be ambassadors, and | think the future of UNESCO is alive and well when we have had such an
excellent Forum and a wonderful report from them. | congratulate them; we thank them very much for their
deliberations; we thank the Secretariat for having facilitated the Forum. Thank you, Mr President.

8. The President:

Thank you for your consistent support for this very important Youth Forum. | would like to join you in
congratulating all those very eminent people who have supported the idea of the Y outh Forum, and to congratul ate the
Director-General and the Secretariat for their regular support. 1 will now give the floor to the last speaker, the
distinguished representative from Iceland.

9. Mr Einarsson (Iceland):

Thank you, Mr President. | cannot resist saying afew words of praise. Firstly, for the Forum itself, | am told
by the participants themselves that they are extremely happy and fedl that it is going in the right direction, getting better
and better. And then | would like to echo some of what my dear colleague from Australia has said, and | would
especialy like to draw your attention, above al in the commissions, to items like the one on the Open Y outh Alliance
Community — which is quite intriguing, with the emphasis on non-formal education, informal education, and the part of
indigenous people in the work of the Y outh Forum. And lastly | would also like to say that | think the Media for Y outh
ideais excellent. Thank you, Mr President

10. The President:

I would like to thank very much the distinguished representative of Iceland. | had intended that to be the last
comment on this report. But because the Y outh Forum has generated considerable interest in UNESCO and in order to
show our appreciation of the tremendous contribution it has made, | will alow one last contribution from the
distinguished representative of Spain. You have the floor, Sir.

11. Sr. Ridao Dominguez (Espafia):

La Delegacion de Espaiia ha estado siempre detras de la idea del Foro de la Juventud. Pensamos que una
institucion que ya es sesentona tiene que preocuparse més de los jévenes que de los viejos que siempre hemos estado
con ella. Es por tanto una gran alegria ver que € Foro se estd afianzando como una institucion de la UNESCO.
Querriamos, por tanto, agradecer al Director General y a sus colaboradores todo e esfuerzo que han hecho por
favorecer ese Foro, alos participantes, y al mismo tiempo quizas dgjar encima de la mesa dos preocupaciones de futuro
gue pretenden ayudar alaidea del Foro. Por un lado, es 16gico que se quiera aumentar su capacidad de accién pero sin
burocratizarlo excesivamente y, segundo, que se esta convirtiendo en una marca muy apetecible, porque la idea de
UNESCO vy juventud es una combinacién explosiva para cualquiera que quiera aprovecharse de esa marca para sus
propios fines. Por tanto, que hay que velar muchisimo por la integridad de esta iniciativa, que sea un Foro abierto para
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gue los jévenes nos digan libremente lo que piensan del programay de las actividades de la UNESCO. Muchas gracias,
Sr. Presidente.

(11) Mr Ridao Dominguez (Spain) (translation from the Spanish):

The delegation of Spain has always supported the idea of the Y outh Forum. We believe that an institution that
is aready 60 years old should concern itself more with young people than with the old among us who have been with the
Organization for ever. We are therefore very pleased to see that the Forum has become an established institution at
UNESCO. We should accordingly like to thank the Director-Genera and his collaborators for al the efforts they have
made to promote the Forum, and the participants, and at the same time, perhaps, voice two concerns for the future that
might benefit the conception of the Forum. Firstly, it is logical that the Forum should wish to increase its capacity for
action but this should not lead to excessive bureaucratization; and, secondly, the Forum is turning into a very attractive
brand image, because the concept of UNESCO and youth is an explosive combination for anyone wishing to exploit it for
their own ends. We must, therefore, keep a very close watch on the integrity of this initiative so as to ensure that it
remains an open forum where young people can tell us freely what they think of UNESCO's programme and activities.
Thank you, Mr President.

12, The President:

Muchas gracias. Y our Excellency. | appreciate your contribution. Ladies and gentlemen, | would now like to
propose that the written text of the report be made available in the commission meeting rooms for consideration by each
of the commissions. | see no objectionsto my proposal. It is therefore so decided.

Adoption of the agenda
Adoption del’ordredu jour
Aprobacion del orden del dia
YTBepaaeHue NoOBeCTKU AHS

Jlae¥) Jgas slodel
AW

13. The President:

Ladies and gentlemen, we shall now examine item 1.4 of our agenda, contained in document 33 C/1 (prov.)
Rev., which was prepared by the Executive Board at its 172nd session. Supplementary items to be added to the agenda
will be considered by the General Committee of the General Conference during its first meeting tomorrow morning and
also during further meetings if necessary. In this connection, let me recall that a number of supplementary agenda items
flowing from the recent 172nd session of the Executive Board will indeed be considered by the General Committee
tomorrow morning. Let me also remind you that, according to our Rules of Procedure, notably Rule 15, all further
proposals concerning supplementary items to be added to the agenda must be examined beforehand by the General
Committee. | shall now give the floor to Ambassador Hans-Heinrich Wrede, Chairman of the Executive Board, to
present thisitem. Mr. Ambassador, you have the floor.

14. Mr Wrede (Germany) (Chairman of the Executive Board):

Thank you, Mr President, Deputy Director-General, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentleman, in
accordance with the provisions of Article V.B 6(a) of the Constitution of UNESCO, the revised provisional agenda of
the present session of the General Conference was prepared by the Executive Board at its 172nd session on the basis of
a document submitted to it by the Director-General. And it took a decision thereon. By the same decision, the Board
also decided that any other items submitted by Member States or Associate Members or by the United Nations in
accordance with Rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure, not later than 100 days before the opening of the session — that is
24 June 2005 — shall be inscribed by the Director-General on the provisional agenda, which shall then be communicated
to Member States and Associate Members not later than 90 days before the opening of the session — that was 4 July
2005. At its last meeting a few days ago, the Board examined the revised provisional agenda and retained six
supplementary items that were submitted to it within the time limit set by Rule 12 of the Rules of Procedure of the
General Conference. These items have now been included in the supplementary list communicated to Member States
and Associate Members in accordance with the provisions of Rule 12, paragraph 3, of these Rules of Procedure.
Mr President, on behalf of the Executive Board, | therefore have the honour to submit for adoption by the General
Conference the revised provisional agenda contained in document 33 C/1 (prov.) Rev. Thank you, Sir.

15. The President:
Thank you, Ambassador Wrede, for your very brief and concise presentation. Is there any comment on this
item before it is adopted? | see none. The agenda is adopted.
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Election of the President and Vice-Presidents of the General Conference and of Chairpersons, Vice-
Chairpersons and Rapporteurs of the Commissions and Committees

Election du président et des vice-présidents de la Conférence générale,
ains que des présidents, vice-présidents et rapporteurs des commissions et comités

Eleccion del Presidentey delos Vicepresidentes dela Conferencia General, y delos Presidentes, Vicepresidentes
y Relatores delas comisionesy comités
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16. The President:

Your Excellencies, I'm sorry, | had to consult the Legal Adviser of the Organization before proceeding
further. Ladies and gentlemen, we shall now examine item 1.5 of our agenda concerning the election of the President of
the General Conference. | now call upon Her Excellency, Ambassador Sybil Campbell to present the recommendation
of the Board concerning the office of President of the 33rd session of the General Conference. Ambassador Campbell,
you have the floor.

17. Ms Campbell (Jamaica) (Chairperson of the Nominations Committee):

Thank you, Mr President. Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, the Nominations Committee held its first
meeting this morning, and | was honoured to be elected its Chairperson. The Nominations Committee examined the
recommendations of the Executive Board regarding the post of President of the 33rd session of the General Conference.
The Committee decided to recommend to the General Conference that it approve the candidature of Mr Musa bin Jaafar
bin Hassan of the Sultanate of Oman as President of the 33rd session of the General Conference. Thank you,
Mr President.

18. LePrésident :
M. Matsuura, je vous donne maintenant la parole.
19. The Director-General:

Thank you very much, Mr President. Before congratulating your successor, | would like to thank you,
Mr President, on behalf of all Member States of UNESCO, all members of the Secretariat and myself for the excellent
and consensual way in which you have fulfilled your duties as President of the 32nd session of the General Conference
over the past two years. It has been a great pleasure and honour to work with you. Africa can be truly proud of al you
have done during your term of office, which has coincided with a number of significant developments that have further
cemented the close relationship between Africa and UNESCO. In 2004 we celebrated the International Year to
Commemorate the Struggle against Slavery and its Abolition, and this year the first meeting of the World Heritage
Committee took place on African soil. Our working relationship with the African Union and NEPAD grew closer,
especialy in the areas of education, culture and science. Mr President, during the last two years we have all benefited
from your wise counsdl, your promotion of dialogue and your instinct for building consensus. As atoken of our esteem
and in recognition of your outstanding contribution to the Organization, it gives me a great pleasure to present you with
UNESCO’s gold medal. It isagold medal representing Confucius.

(Applause)

20. The President:

Thank you, Mr Director-General. | would like to thank you, Mr Director-General, for your support and
encouragement over the past two years. Y ou have given me a fresh lease of life and shared your vision of a reformed
and rejuvenated UNESCO. | appreciate the elegance of your style, your consistent composure and your permanent
dedication to this great Organization. Before | finally leave this podium, Mr Director-General, and | assure you that it is
going to be very soon, | should like to give the floor to the Chairman of the Executive Board, Ambassador Hans-
Heinrich Wrede to say afew words. Y ou have the floor, Sir.

21. Mr Wrede (Germany) (Chairman of the Executive Board):

Thank you, Mr President. It is a great honour for me in this very special moment to express to you, the
distinguished President of the 32nd session of the General Conference, our good and great friend, Ambassador Michael
Omolewa, our deeply felt gratitude on behalf of the entire Executive Board for the excellent manner in which you have
conducted your presidency throughout the past two years. Let me also thank you sincerely for the friendship and
cooperation you have always offered to the Board and to myself personally during the last biennium. Thank you and our
very best wishes for your future.

(Applause)
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22. The President:
It is now my pleasure, my privilege, to invite the President of the 33rd session of the General Conference of
UNESCO to take his place at the podium, Ambassador Musa bin Jaafar bin Hassan, please come and take the floor.

(Applause)
(Omani fanfare)
(Applause)
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(23) Mr Musa Hassan (Oman) (President of the 33rd session of the General Conference)
(trandation from the Arabic):

Thank you very much to the Royal Omani Symphony Orchestra for this beautiful piece of music. | should
like to give the floor to the Director-General, His Excellency Mr Koichiro Matsuura. Y ou have the floor.

24, The Director-General:

| would like to pay tribute to the new President of the General Conference at its 33rd session. It gives me
great pleasure to congratulate you, Ambassador Musa, on your election. | know you to be a great friend of UNESCO,
and | look forward very much to working closely with you during the next three weeks and then during the next two
years leading to the 34th session of the General Conference. Mr. President, | wish you every success in fulfilling the
duties and responsibilities that you have now assumed. You can count on our full support in the period ahead. Thank
you very much.
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(25) The President (trandation from the Arabic):

Thank you very much. | would like now to giver the floor to His Excellency Ambassador Hans-Heinrich
Wrede, Chairman of the Executive Board.

26. Mr Wrede (Germany) (Chairman of the Executive Board):

Mr President, this wonderful ceremony reminds me a little of the moment when one receives a gold medal at
the Olympic Games. You have won the gold medal of UNESCO. On behalf of the Executive Board, | now take
particular pleasure in congratulating you, Mr President, on your election to the highest position that UNESCO has to
offer. 1 am happy to inform you that, in its session just two weeks ago, the Board nominated you for this post
unanimously. We are proud to have in you, Sir, a most distinguished colleague as President of the General Conference
and, indeed, a colleague and friend of the highest standing, endowed with the best possible qualifications for performing
this pivotal function. Let me at the same time express, on behalf of us all, our gratitude to the Sultanate of Oman, which
| had the honour of visiting some months ago, for a wonderful visit, for placing at the service of UNESCO one of that
great country’s most eminent sons. Congratul ations. Our best wishes go to you, Sir
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(27.1) The President (trandation from the Arabic):
Please allow me to take the floor myself.

(27.2) In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate, distinguished heads of delegation, Chairman of the
Executive Board, Director-General, honourable ladies and gentlemen. | would like first of al to express my deep thanks
and my sincere gratitude to the Member States for their kind gesture in unanimously choosing me to accept this great
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responsibility. | see this unanimity as a mark of respect for my country, which nominated me for this position, and for the
Arab States group, which was the first to agree on my nomination. | assure you that it is a grave responsibility, as much
as asource of joy and satisfaction given the trust that the Member States have shown in my country and in me personally.
What makes it a grave responsibility is the fact that this trust impresses on me the wisdom of the assembled Member
States, and makes me all the more determined to fulfil my duties with the fullest success and to do so vigilantly, making
use of all of my strength and experience. | hope thereby to further the cause of dialogue between States, while we all keep
our eyes fixed on the lofty goal that is harmony, agreement and mutual affection between every nation and people.

(27.3) I would like to express my greetings to Professor Michael Abiola Omolewa, for his wise and perceptive
leadership in organizing the 32nd session of our General Conference. My dear friend, you were able to do this through
the depth of your experience and your generous spirit, imbued with wisdom from the depths of the continent you
represent. This wisdom is summarised in a phrase from one of Africa's most profound thinkers, Amadou Hampété Ba,
who said, “People can arrive at the same goal without all travelling along the same road”. | would also like to thank His
Excellency Ambassador Hans-Heinrich Wrede, Chairman of the Executive Board, for his effective and energetic role in
directing the Board' s activities over the past two years. During this time, our Executive Board was able to achieve many
important and remarkable goals, which will facilitate the task of this current session of the General Conference. My dear
colleague and friend, this achievement is a tribute to your devoted efforts and to your outstanding practical ability. |
would also like in my speech today to convey my compliments to Mr Koichiro Matsuura on his nomination by the
Executive Board for a second term, something that is a testament to his past and ongoing efforts in developing and
modernising UNESCO’s work. The Member States’ renewed general consensus on your name is an expression of their
respect and their recognition of the achievements of your first term. | would like to salute your determination to acquaint
yourself personally with the needs of the Member States in Africa, Asia and the Caribbean. You have been the first
Director-Genera to do so, travelling from one State to another to experience their problems from close up. In so doing,
you have worked to enable the Organization to fulfil in the best possible way its mission for development in the fields of
education, science, culture and communication. Mr Director-General, all of this was made possible by the wish you
expressed on accepting the leadership of UNESCO, the wish to promote in the Organization’s work a culture of harmony,
corresponding to the concept of wa in Japanese culture. Allow me to congratulate you on the trust of the Member States.

(27.4) Distinguished audience, ladies and gentlemen, the Arab philosopher Abu Hayyan at-Tauhidi relates how a
wise man answered the question, “Who is your friend?’ His answer was, “When you go to your friend with some need,
you find that friend quicker to help you than you were to ask for help.” Our Organization, which our founding fathers
described as the conscience of the international community, is ceaselessly working to be that close friend to the peoples
of the world, and especially to the less developed and the developing countries. It is hot called upon to respond to their
needs more quickly than they can ask for help. It is, however, called upon to anticipate those needs, to become aware of
them in advance, so that it can act when the need arises. It must approach the world with al of itsrational and intellectual
resources, so as to assess the problems that might face our world and devise potential solutions. We must not just react to
crises; we must do so eagerly, assessing all of the possible scenarios to solve them as soon as they surface in any one of
our societies or regions.

(27.5) Ladies and gentlemen, the world is becoming a global village. Globalization is making the world into a space
for contact between humans. Today’ s conditions mean we have to bear in mind new equations, to explain how Europe is
affected by the problems of the African continent; how Asiaisinfected by the crisis that reaches it from America. By this
logic, the plague that might strike Oceania threatens every continent. Globalization and its consequences mean that we
must find comprehensive solutions, even as we confront small-scale, local problems. The rules of this age require us to
put everybody first, without exception. If any part of this planet’s body is wounded, and we do not hasten to find a
comprehensive cure, then the diseases caused by that wound soon become difficult to contain.

(27.6) At this 33rd session of our General Conference, as we grapple with the changes and upsets that affect our
world — and as we prepare to celebrate 60 years since this Organization was founded — we are required to find our
strategy. Finding our strategy means quite simply that we dare to set new boundaries for our very selves, as the wise
would put it. It means that we take a fresh look at our Millennium Development Goals. We do so five years after the
world heads of State agreed to adopt these goals. As regards the work of our Organization specifically, we assess the
obstacles that stand in the way of these goals, so that we can put in place the necessary measures, and do al that needs to
be done. Now, as | see the process of development nearing completion, and as its constituent elements begin to interlock,
| cannot ignore a single one of those goals for the new millennium. They are all organically linked. Nowhere is this truer
than in the fight against extreme poverty, in the protection of the environment, in the struggle against the plague of AIDS,
and in the other noble and vital goals. At the same time, however, | can see that our Organization’s work is intense and
productive in two issues that follow from the goals of education for al (EFA), and from the World Education Forum in
Dakar. These two goals are: realizing comprehensive primary education, and strengthening gender equality. | am
reminded here of the words of one of UNESCO' s founding fathers, the late Egyptian writer and intellectual, and author of
the book The Days, Dr Taha Husain, who said in 1950, “Education is like water and air: it should be for everybody.” This
statement was perhaps a precursor to the task that was then taken up by the international community decades later in
Jomtien, Thailand, and then in Dakar, Senegal.

(27.7) Ladies and gentlemen, we must narrow the distance between plans and intentions on the one hand, and
practice and implementation on the other hand. Taking into account both sides of this problem, | would like to say what |
think the Organization can achieve, and what progress | think is possible especially as regards strengthening Education
for All and bringing the goals of the Dakar Framework for Action within everybody’ s reach and making them areality on
our planet. If we see that there is a goal that is difficult to realize in one or other country or region, we must work to the
best of our ahility so that the party or State in question can reach the goals within its stated time-frame. The issue of
education is crucial to the process of development. Indeed, it is the cornerstone on which sustainable development rests.
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Without education there can be no modern technology, no culture, no modern economy, no health. As Taha Husain put it,
education is like water and air: without it there can be no life.

(27.8) We begin with education and end with education. So the mission of education is pursued in a never-ending
circle, like the sphere of this planet, whose distances we are reducing. Because education is the cornerstone for building
knowledge, and nowhere more so than in the contemporary sciences, | value the direction that our Organization has
taken, towards building knowledge societies. Modern information and communications technology, which have the most
important part to play in building the global village today, remain focused on questions of technology and
communication without supplying these channels with knowledge. For the world of knowledge, on which knowledge
societies are based, can ensure a diverse, open and rational future, a future based on equal opportunities. It can do so not
only by providing a good education system and by fostering varied and rich skills, but aso through universa and
equitable exchange in those fields of knowledge and skill. Hence the guiding value of UNESCO, which has gained it
continuous respect and recognition at the World Summit on the Information Society in both of its phases, last year in
Geneva and this year in Tunis, God willing. The true significance of discussions on the digital divide therefore becomes
clear only when the issue of the knowledge divide is raised; knowledge, after al, is at the heart of any means of
communication and exchange. Without knowledge, means of exchange and communication are useless, like roads paved
in the wilderness, leading nowhere. It is thanks to the sciences that modern information and communications technology
came to exist, and it is in order to spread and transfer the sciences that the world preserves and develops them. The
sciences were the necessary prerequisite for these forms of technology, and it is the sciences that now give them life,
preserve them and develop them. This world of knowledge is diverse, plural and rich, thanks to its numberless tributaries
from every direction. In this diversity, there is a constantly renewed process of mutual generation: new ideas give rise to
diversity, and diversity givesrise to new ideas.

(27.9) Distinguished audience, the French thinker Restif de la Bretonne linked happiness with culture, saying,
“Happiness is the fruit of life, and its taste comes from culture”. As the Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity puts
it, culture “should be regarded as the set of distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional features of society or
asocial group, and that it encompasses, in addition to art and literature, lifestyles, ways of living together, value systems,
traditions and beliefs.” It is the sum of what constitutes human happiness. As such, it takes “diverse forms across time
and space. This diversity is embodied in the uniqueness and plurality of the identities of the groups and societies that
make up humankind. As a source of exchange, innovation and creativity, cultural diversity is as necessary for humankind
as biodiversity is for nature. In this sense, it is the common heritage of humanity and should be recognized and affirmed
for the benefit of present and future generations.” We must redouble our efforts to protect our tangible and intangible
cultural heritage.

(27.10) Honourable ladies and gentlemen, globalization in the direction it is taking displays a tendency towards
eliminating diversity and mindlessly accepting a single model. Our wealth resides in diversity, and we fall when we
succumb to one single way of thinking. Diversity opens vast horizons for the talents of our young people. It allows them
to develop and progress, so that their future is full of excellent opportunities, enthusiasm, and valuable initiatives for
themselves and for others, for themselves and for the whole world. | hope that this session of ours will alow us to
concentrate on the tasks and activities of the Organization, as regards the programmes for youth and their promotion. |
also hope we can advance the programmes for women, given that these are vital initiatives that are closely linked to the
process of development more generally. Development cannot truly cometo life if it fails to take account of women and of
their increasing role at work. The success of women mirrors that of society. Any society where women are not successful
and do not achieve must look again at its process of development.

(27.11) In aworld of pluralism, diversity and difference, the need for dialogue is all the more pressing. Because this
need is a given, | place the stress on the need for the dialogue of cultures, at this time when there is so much talk of the
clash of cultures. There is no such thing as a clash of cultures. Any clash is not cultural but ignorant, sterile and
destructive. When cultures meet, they engage in dialogue, they flourish and they shine. When cultures clash, they are
eliminated, and they fail to meet. History teaches us that no sooner do two cultures meet, than they produce forms of
music, literary works, architecture, agriculture, and new diverse ways of living. This is how the building of human
civilization can progress, brick by brick, while constant dialogue makes cultures grow and flourish. Ladies and
gentlemen, | am reminded here of atext by the Andalusian poet Muhyi-d-Din ibn Arabi, in which he says: “My heart has
become able to receive any form: A pasture for gazelles, a monastery for monks, a home for idols, a Kaaba for pilgrims,
the slabs of the Torah, the book of the Qur'an. | believe in the religion of love; wherever its caravans may roam, ILoveis
my faith and my creed.”

(27.12) Distinguished audience, kind gathering, in this Conference, an agenda full of fascinating topics awaits us,
many of which will lead to stimulating discussions and to new, promising horizons. The more we work together, the
more comprehensive the rewards will be. A momentous and busy task awaits us, something that brings me great
satisfaction. Distinguished audience, | speak of that satisfaction that has been described as that wonderful feeling that
overcomes you when you are too busy to find time to feel sad. These are the things | hope for in the work that lies ahead.
The words that come to mind are words of thanks and gratitude. | would like once again to thank you. It means a lot to
me that you have all gathered around my nomination, and | feel that this ample demonstration of affection and esteem is
the result of my own friendship with all of you. If any credit is due, then it is due ultimately to the land where | was born,
my country Oman. If any gratitude is due, then it is due to my country’s policies and to its dearly beloved monarch, His
Majesty the Sultan Qaboos Bin Said, may God preserve and guide him, who promised his people friendship and
cooperation with all of the States and peoples of the world, and made good his promise. Thank you very much, and may
the peace and the mercy and blessings of God be upon you.
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(27.13)  Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Let us return to our work. We shall now continue discussing item 1.5 of the
agenda, regarding the election of the Vice-Presidents of the General Conference and the two documents relating to the
subject. | would therefore like to call on Her Excellency Ambassador Sybil Campbell, Chairperson of the Nominations
Committee, to present the list of the 36 nominees recommended for the posts of Vice-Presidents of this Conference. You
have the floor.

28. Ms Campbell (Jamaica) (Chairperson of the Nominations Committee):

Mr President, before continuing with item 1.5, may | congratulate you on your election as President of the
General Conference at its 33rd session. This distinction iswell-merited and | know, on the basis of your long experience
in UNESCO, that you will conduct our proceedings wisely and well. This morning, Mr President, the Nominations
Committee recommended 36 heads of delegations for the posts of Vice-President of the 33rd session of the General
Conference and | will read out the names of the Member States concerned in alphabetical order. They are Australia,
Austria, Barbados, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, Colombia, Comoros, Croatia, Cuba, Czech Republic, Dominican
Republic, Egypt, France, Gabon, Ghana, Grenada, Jordan, Kuwait, Lithuania, Madagascar, Maaysia, Nepal,
Netherlands, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Republic of Korea, Romania, Saint Lucia, Senegal, Spain, South Africa,
Syrian Arab Republic, Tunisia, United States of America and Yemen. | submit to you, Mr President, this
recommendation of the Nominations Committee concerning the 36 Vice-Presidents of the 33rd session of the General
Conference.
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(29) The President (trandation from the Arabic):

The nominations have been read out to you. It appears that there are no objections. | therefore declare that the
heads of delegation of the Member States cited in the list that has just been read out have been elected as Vice-Presidents
of the Genera Conference. Let us now move on to forming the committees and electing their Chairpersons. Y our

Excellency the Ambassador, you have the floor again, to present the nominees for the posts of Chairpersons of the
various commissions and committees of the Conference.

30. Ms Campbell (Jamaica) (Chairperson of the Nominations Committee):

Colleagues, Mr President, the Nominations Committee recommends the following names: for Commission |,
Ms Bhaswati Mukherjee of India; for Commission I, Ms Gun-Britt Andersson of Sweden; for Commission Ill,
Mr Jllius Oszlanyi of Slovakia; for Commission IV, Mr Jaime Nualart of Mexico; for Commission V, Mr Mohammed
Sheya of the United Republic of Tanzania; for the Administrative Commission, Mr Mohammed Bedjaoui of Algeria
That ismy list, Mr President.
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(3L1) The President (trandation from the Arabic):

Thank you very much, Your Excellency the Ambassador and Chairperson of the Nominations Committee. If
there are no objections to the recommendations of the Nominations Committee, then | declare that Ms Bhaswati
Mukherjee of India has been elected Chairperson of Commission |; Ms Gun-Britt Andersen of Sweden has been elected
Chairperson of Commission Il; Mr Jllius Oszlanyi of Slovakia has been elected Chairperson of Commission IlI;
Mr Jaime Nualart Sanchez of Mexico has been elected Chairperson of Commission 1V; Mr Mohammed Shaaban Sheya
of the United Republic of Tanzania has been elected Chairperson of Commission V; Mr Mohammed Bedjaoui of Algeria

has been elected Chairperson of the Administrative Commission. We therefore consider that the Conference has agreed to
appoint the aforementioned as Chairpersons of the commissions.
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(3L.2) Honourable ladies and gentlemen, allow me to congratulate you all and to remind you that in accordance with
Rule 41, you have all become members of the General Committee of the General Conference whose first session will be
held tomorrow at 9 am., in Room 10. An official invitation together with the agenda for that session will reach you
shortly. So in addition to the six Commissions that we formed a few moments ago, and the Nominations Committee and
the Credentials Committee that we formed this morning, it remains only to elect the Chairperson of the Legal Committee.
We shall then have completed the election of the commissions and committees of the General Conference. | would now
like to give the floor to the Secretary of the General Conference, who will read you some information about the formation
of the Legal Committee. Madam, you have the floor.

32. The Secretary:

Thank you, Mr President. Just to recall that out of the nine commissions and committees of the General
Conference, only the Legal Committee is elected by the preceding General Conference. The members | shall now read
out to you were actually elected at the end of the 32nd session of the General Conference. And for those who have
forgotten who they are, | shall remind you of the following 21 names: Algeria, Argentina, Azerbaijan, Bahamas,
Cameroon, Canada, Chile, Czech Republic, Egypt, France, Germany, Ghana, Haiti, India, Italy, Japan, Madagascar,
Morocco, Mauritania, Saint Lucia and United States of America. Thank you, Mr President.
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(33) The President (trandation from the Arabic):

Thank you to the Secretary of the General Conference. As regards this matter specifically, please let me
remind you that in line with Rule 36, paragraph 2, of the Rules of Procedure, the Legal Committee elects its own
Chairperson. | would now like to invite its members to a meeting at 5 p.m. in Room VI. | would like to mention that the
Chairperson of the Legal Committee is also a member of the General Committee of the General Conference that will, as|
have mentioned, hold itsfirst session tomorrow at 9 am.

Request for the admission of Palestineto UNESCO
Demande d’admission de la Palestinea I’UNESCO
Solicitud de admision de Palestina en la UNESCO
IIpocbda o mpueme Ianectunst B KOHECKO
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(34) The President (trandation from the Arabic):

Let us move on now to item 9.1 of the agenda, regarding the request for admission of Palestine to
membership of UNESCO. The related document, which has been put before you for your examination, is document
33 C/24. In this context, | would like to give the floor to the Chairman of the Executive Board, for him to present to us
the Board’ s recommendations in this matter. Y our Excellency Ambassador Wrede, you have the floor.

35. Mr Wrede (Germany) (Chairman of the Executive Board):

Thank you, Mr President. It will be a pleasure to serve under you from now on. Mr President, Mr Deputy,
Director-General, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, the Executive Board at its 172nd session considered the
request for the admission of Palestine to UNESCO, recalling its decisions at previous sessions. By 172 EX/Decision 47,
the Executive Board recommends to the General Conference at its 33rd session the adoption of a resolution which inter
alia expresses the hope that it will be able to consider this request favourably at its next session. Mr. President, in
presenting this draft resolution to the General Conference, and in the light of progress made so far on the peace process,
| take the liberty of expressing my profound hope that a lasting peace, which is the ultimate objective of al of us, will
not be only an ideal, but will become an everyday reality for all those who are involved in a just and comprehensive
settlement of the Palestine question. The General Conference might therefore wish, Mr President, to adopt this text in
the same heartening spirit of unanimity as it was adopted by the Executive Board. Thank you, Sir.
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(36) The President (trandation from the Arabic):

Thank you very much, Your Excellency the Ambassador, Chairman of the Executive Board. If there are no
objections, might | consider that the General Conference agrees with the draft resolution contained in document 33 C/24?
It appears that there is no objection. The General Conference has therefore adopted the resolution. It appears that the
Permanent Observer for Palestine is asking for the floor. In accordance with Rule 68 of the Rules of Procedure, | give the
floor to the Permanent Observer for Palestine, for him to address us briefly. Y ou have the floor.
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(37) Mr Abdelrazek (Permanent Observer for Palestine) (trandation from the Arabic):

Thank you Mr President. | would like first of al to congratulate you on your election as President of the
33rd session of the General Conference, and on the great trust that you have gained in the unanimity of all of the Member
States. | would also like to thank the Chairman of the Executive Board for what he mentioned regarding the Board's
decision, and also for having mentioned that the Palestinian people is a people that exists, and that the State of Palestine
is aredlity on the ground. Although the State has thus far not been declared officially, we hope that through your efforts
and those of al Member States, the coming session may be the last one at which Palestine's joining the international
family is postponed, so that it can become an effective member, to take on with you the sorrows of this world. | would
also like to address my thanks to the Director-General, because he attaches great importance to Palestine and to the
Palestinian people in UNESCO'’s programmes, and he works hard in order to bring peace to the region and in order for a
Palestinian State to be established effectively. As | said, we hope to meet you as a Member State at the next session.
Thank you.
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(38) The President (trandation from the Arabic):

Thank you very much, Your Excellency the Ambassador. | wish you every success. So if there is no request
to take the floor, then we consider that this item has been dealt with and that the General Conference has adopted the
decision of the Executive Board. Thank you.

Admission to the work of the General Conference of observers from international non-governmental
organizations other than those maintaining formal or operational relations with UNESCO, and
recommendations of the Executive Board thereon.

Admission aux travaux de la Conférence générale d’'observateurs d’organisations internationales non
gouvernementales autres que celles entretenant des relations formelles et opérationnelles avec I'UNESCO :
recommandations du Consell exécutif a ce sujet

Admisién en los trabajos de la Conferencia General de observadores de organizaciones internacionales no
gubernamentales que no sean las que mantienen relaciones oficiales con la UNESCO: recomendaciones del
Consgjo Ejecutivo a este respecto
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(39) The President (trandation from the Arabic):
We move now to item 1.7 regarding the admission of observers from non-governmental organizations.
Mr Chairman of the Executive Board, you have the floor.

40. Mr Wrede (Germany) (Chairman of the Executive Board):

Mr President, Deputy Director-General, distinguished colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, over the past years
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have been widely and explicitly recognized on the entire United Nations
scene, and indeed, we are all aware today more than ever, that the presence of civil society aong with the non-
governmental community is a positive readlity in the conduct of international cooperation for development for
maintaining peace and stability. The participation of international non-governmental organizations maintaining
operationa relations with UNESCO, of organizations maintaining relations with UNESCO under the “Directives
concerning UNESCO'’s relations with foundations and similar institutions” and of organizations not having official
relations with UNESCO is governed by Rule 7 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Conference. This rule stipul ates
that the General Conference, on the recommendation of the Board and by a two-thirds majority of Members present and
voting, may admit as observers at specified sessions of the Conference or of its commissions representatives of
international non-governmental or semi-governmental organizations. Ladies and gentlemen, the Executive Board, in
125 EX/Decision 6.2, established the procedures governing requests from NGOs, thus drawing a distinction between,
on the one hand, NGOs having operationa relations with UNESCO, and on the other hand the aforementioned
foundations and similar institutions maintaining formal relations and other international organizations. At its 172nd
session, the Executive Board examined the requests received from 58 non-governmental organizations maintaining such
operationa relations, six foundations maintaining forma relations with UNESCO, and four international non-
governmental organizations not maintaining official relations with UNESCO. They are al listed in the Annex to
document 33 C/10. Mr President, the Executive Board recommends that these organizations be invited to participate in
this 33rd session of the General Conference as observers in the debates on the agenda items that relate to their fields of
competence. Thank you Mr President.
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(41) The President (trandation from the Arabic):

Thank you very much, Your Excellency the Ambassador. Let me congratulate you again for this tremendous
effort. If there are no objections, we may consider that the General Conference has approved the proposal. Let us move
now to the report of the Chairperson of the Credentials Committee. Y our Excellency Ambassador Najman, you have the
floor.

Report of the Credentials Committee

Rapport du Comité de vérification des pouvoirs
Informe del Comitéde Verificacion de Poderes
Joxnan Komurera nmo nposepke noJIHoMo4mii
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42.1 M. Najman (Serbie-et-Monténégro) (Président du Comité de vérification des pouvoirs) :

Monsieur le Président de la Conférence générale, a sa premiére séance pléniére tenue ce matin, lundi
3 octobre, la Conférence générale de I’ Organisation des Nations Unies pour I'éducation, la science et la culture a,
conformément aux articles 26 et 32 de son Reglement intérieur, constitué pour sa 33° session un Comité de vérification
des pouvoirs composé des Etats membres suivants : Afrique du Sud, Belgique, El Salvador, Haiti, Lituanie, Qatar,
République démocratique populaire lao, Sénégal, Serbie-et-Monténégro. Le Comité de vérification des pouvoirs a tenu
sa premiére séance a 12 heures ce méme jour. Le Comité m’'a élu & sa présidence. A ma demande, le Conseiller
juridique a informé le Comité des critéres a appliquer pour décider de la validité des pouvoirs présentés aux termes de
I"article 23 du Reglement intérieur de la Conférence générale. Cet article dispose que les pouvoirs des délégués et des
suppléants émanent soit du Chef de I’ Etat ou du gouvernement, soit du Ministre des affaires étrangéres ou d un autre
ministre autorisé par le Ministre des affaires étrangeres a délivrer des pleins pouvoirs. Le Conseiller juridique a
également expliqué la signification de I’ expression « pouvoirs provisoires» utilisée par le Secrétariat, et ce qu'elle
impliquait.
42.2 Le Secrétariat a ensuite informé le Comité de I’ état des pouvoirs qu'il avait recus jusqu’alors. Le Comité a
conclu que les pouvoirs des Etats membres suivants avaient été émis en conformité avec I'article 23 du Réglement
intérieur de la Conférence générale, ¢ est-a-dire qu’ils émanaient soit du Chef de I’ Etat ou du gouvernement, soit du
Ministre des affaires étrangeres ou d’un autre ministre autorisé par le Ministre des affaires étrangeres a délivrer les
pleins pouvoirs. |l a en conséquence considéré que les délégations des Etats membres dont la liste va s afficher sur
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I"écran de la salle de réunion éaient diment accréditées. Dans cette catégorie nous avons identifié un total de 138 Etats
membres: Afghanistan, Afrique du Sud, Allemagne, Andorre, Arabie saoudite, Australie, Autriche, Azerbaidjan,
Bahamas, Bahrein (Royaume de), Bangladesh, Barbade, Bélarus, Belgique, Belize, Bénin, Bhoutan, Bolivie, Bosnie-
Herzégovine, Botswana, Brésil, Bruné Darussalam, Bulgarie, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodge, Cameroun, Canada,
Chine, Chypre, Colombie, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Danemark, Egypte, Erythrée, Espagne, Estonie, Ethiopie,
ex-République yougoslave de Macédoine, Fédération de Russie, Fidji, Finlande, France, Gabon, Gambie, Géorgie,
Ghana, Gréce, Grenade, Guinée équatoriale, Guyana, Tles Salomon, Inde, Indonésie, Irag, Iran (République islamique d'),
Irlande, Islande, Israél, Italie, Japon, Jordanie, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Koweit, Lesotho, Lettonie, Liban, Lituanie,
Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malaisie, Malawi, Maldives, Mali, Mauritanie, Mexique, Monaco, Mongolie, Mozambique,
Myanmar, Namibie, Nauru, Népal, Nicaragua, Niger, Norvége, Nouvelle-Zélande, Oman, Ouganda, Pakistan, Palaos
(les), Panama, Papouasie-Nouvelle-Guinée, Paraguay, Philippines, Pologne, Portugal, Qatar, République arabe syrienne,
République centrafricaine, République de Corée, République de Moldova, République démocratique populaire lao,
République populaire démocratique de Corée, République tchéque, République-Unie de Tanzanie, Roumanie, Saint-
Kitts-et-Nevis, Saint-Marin, Saint-Vincent-et-les Grenadines, Sainte-Lucie, Samoa, Sénégal, Serbie-et-Monténégro,
Seychelles, Slovaquie, Sri Lanka, Suéde, Suisse, Suriname, Swaziland, Tadjikistan, Togo, Tonga, Trinité-et-Tobago,
Tunisie, Turkménistan, Turquie, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Y émen, Zambie, Zimbabwe.

423 Le Comité recommande que les délégations des Etats membres susmentionnés soient autorisées a participer
aux travaux de la 33° session de la Conférence générale.

424 Les délégations des Etats membres dont les noms suivent ont présenté des pouvoirs sous forme de notes,
lettres ou autres documents émanant d’un ministre autre que le ministre des affaires étrangeres et non autorisé a cet effet
par ce dernier, ou d'un chef d’une mission diplomatique, d’'un délégué permanent auprées de I'UNESCO ou d'un haut
fonctionnaire du gouvernement. Au total 43 Etats membres tombent dans cette catégorie: Albanie, Algérie, Angola,
Argentine, Arménie, Cap-Vert, Chili, Cote d’Ivoire, Croatie, Djibouti, EI Salvador, Emirats Arabes Unis, Equateur,
Etats-Unis dAmérique, Guatemala, Guinée, Guinée-Bissau, Haiti, Honduras, Hongrie, Jamahiriya arabe libyenne,
Jamaique, Kiribati, Libéria, Maurice, Maroc, Nigéria, Ouzbékistan, Pays-Bas, Pérou, République démocratique du
Congo, République dominicaine, Royaume-Uni de Grande-Bretagne et d'Irlande du Nord, Rwanda, Sao Tomé-et-
Principe, Sierra Leone, Slovénie, Somalie, Soudan, Tchad, Thailande, Ukraine, Uruguay. Le Comité propose que ces
notes, lettres et autres documents soient acceptés a titre de pouvoirs provisoires des déégations des Etats membres sous
réserve qu’ elles présentent ultérieurement des pouvoirs en bonne et due forme, et que, dans I'intervalle, ces délégations
soient autorisées a participer aux travaux de la 33° session de la Conférence générale.

425 Des pouvoirs en bonne et due forme ont été présentés par les délégations de deux Etats membres associés:
les Antilles néerlandaises et lesles Vierges britanniques.

42.6 Le Comité a en outre regu les pouvoirs en bonne et due forme établis au nom des délégations d’ observateurs
du Saint-Siége et de Singapour, ains que des pouvoirs provisoires établis au nom de la délégation de la Palestine,
observateur. Le Comité propose que ces pouvoirs soient également acceptés.

42.7 J appelle votre attention sur le fait que les délégations des Etats membres dont les noms suivent n’ont pas
encore présenté de pouvoirs d aucune sorte; il s agit au total de 10 Etats membres: Antigua-et-Barbuda, Comores,
Dominique, Tles Cook, Tles Marshall, Kirghizistan, Malte, Micronésie, Nioué, Timor-Leste. Les déégations des
Membres associés dont les noms suivent n’ont pas encore présenté de pouvoairs : Aruba, Tles Caimanes, Macao (Chine),
Tokélaou. La délégation d'un observateur, le Liechtenstein, ' a pas encore présenté de pouvoirs. Monsieur le Président,
je vous prie de bien vouloir demander a la Conférence générale d’approuver le premier rapport du Comité de
vérification des pouvoirs. Je vous remercie.

: o o) 24
Sbedl Jaddl 13a e Slesll oS8 o8 0T agly slais¥l BBy pamd Lad (usy coml ! Bslaw Sy 1S3
sl e slas¥l dgall ile e wlidas BT Jla wilS 3] sl sl JWl ol o5l o¥ly pSsiady pl ogesiast s3I
LSl fSJ ¢ o5 SLslaw!
(43) The President (trandation from the Arabic):
Thank you very much, Your Excellency Ambassador Ngjman, Chairperson of the Credentials Committee. |
would like to compliment you on the excellent work that you and your Committee have carried out. | would now like to

ask the General Conference if there are any comments on the report on the part of the Member States. Spain? Y ou have
thefloor.

44, Sr. Ridao Dominguez (Espafia) :
Muchas gracias sefior Presidente. Lamentablemente la altura de la pantalla no me ha permitido ver lo que
salia. ¢Podriapedir ala presidencia que verificase en qué lista aparece el nombre de mi pais? Muchas gracias.
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(44) Sr. Ridao Dominguez (Spain) (translation from the Spanish):

Thank you very much, Mr President. Unfortunately, the screen is so high | could not see what was on it.
Could | ask the Chairperson of the Nominations Committee to check which list the name of my country appears on?
Many thanks.

45, M. Najman (Serbie-et-Monténégro) (Président du Comité de vérification des pouvairs) :
Le nom de votre pays figure dans la premiére liste.
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(46) The President (trandation from the Arabic):
Thank you. Are there any other comments? If there are no other comments then before | close the meeting

this afternoon, | would like to ask the Secretary of the General Conference to present any comments or observations.
Ms Mdller, you have the floor.

Announcements

Annonces

Anuncios
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47. The Secretary:

Thank you, Mr President. | would like to make three short announcements. First of all, on behalf of the
Africagroup, | should tell you that there will be a meeting of the Africa group immediately after this meeting in Room
X1l to which | have invited the heads of the delegations plus three collaborators. The second announcement is, as most
of you are aware, that Oman will treat us to a concert tonight by the Royal Omani Philharmonic Orchestra, which will
take place in this room. You are kindly requested exceptionally to take your documents with you when you leave the
room shortly. Normally you can safely leave your documents at your places but since the seats will be occupied by the
general public, including yourselves if you so wish, you are kindly requested to take all your documents with you when
you leave the room tonight and bring them back tomorrow morning. That would make life very much easier for those
who have to arrange the room for the concert tonight. One final observation: most of you are aware that there may be a
strike in the French transportation system tomorrow, Tuesday 4 October. We, in the Secretariat will do our very best to
get everybody here on time, but | ask you to bear with us if a few people cannot make it. We will try to cover as best we
can. Please bear with us and, for your own peace of mind, take all this into consideration when you cal culate your travel
time to UNESCO tomorrow morning. Thank you very much, Mr President.
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(48) The President (trandation from the Arabic):
Thank you.

The meeting rose at 4.50 p.m.

La séance est levée 216 h 50
Selevanta la sesion alas 16.50
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Inclusion of new itemsin the agenda

Inscription de nouveaux pointsal’ordre du jour
Introduccién de nuevos puntos en € orden del dia
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1.1 LePrésident (traduit del’arabe) :

Excellences, Mesdames, Messieurs, bonjour. Je tiens d’abord a vous renouveler mes remerciements pour la
confiance que vous m’ avez témoignée. Nous sommes désolés du retard pris ce matin, mais le Bureau a dii prolonger ses
travaux sur certains points. Maintenant, Mesdames, Messieurs, je déclare ouverte la troisiéme séance pléniére de la
Conférence générale. Je vous rappelle que le Bureau de la Conférence générale s est réuni ce matin pour la premiére fois.
Conformément a |’ article 15 du Réglement intérieur, il a examiné I’inscription a I’ ordre du jour d’'un certain nombre de
nouveaux points qui ont été adoptés a la séance pléniere d' hier (document 33 C/1 Prov. Rev.). Jinvite maintenant la
Secrétaire de la Conférence générale a présenter les recommandations du Bureau a ce sujet.

(The President continues in English)
12 Madam Secretary, you have the floor.

2. The Secretary:

Mr President, the General Committee this morning approved the inclusion of 14 new items, 11 items from the
Executive Board and three items proposed by the Member States. According to Rule 15 of the Rules of Procedure of the
General Conference, such new items can only be added if the General Committee recommends them, and if two-thirds
of the Members of the General Conference are in favour. Since there were no objections in the Genera Committee to
the addition of these 14 new items, | think that the President may wish to suggest to you that they are also approved for
inclusion by the plenary. Thank you, Mr President.
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(3) LePrésident (traduit del’arabe) :

Merci, Madame. Comme vous I’ aindiqué la Secrétaire de la Conférence générale, le Bureau de la Conférence
a recommandé I'inscription de 14 points a I'ordre du jour. Je vous rappelle que, suivant I'article 15 du Réglement
intérieur, de nouvelles questions importantes et d’'un caractére urgent peuvent étre inscrites a I’ ordre du jour en vertu
d’une décision prise alamajorité des deux tiers des membres présents et votants. Je pose maintenant la question suivante :
y at-il quelque objection al’inscription de ces 14 nouvealx points al’ ordre du jour ? En ce qui me concerne, je n'en vois
aucune. L’inscription de ces points est adoptée.

Organization of thework of the session
Organisation destravaux dela session
Organizacién delostrabajos delareunion
Opranusanust padoThl cecCUU
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(4 LePrésident (traduit del’arabe) :

Nous passons maintenant au point 1.6 de I'ordre du jour de la Conférence générale qui concerne
I"organisation des travaux de la session. Nous sommes saisis des documents 33 C/2 et 33 C/2 Add. Le Bureau de la
Conférence générale a examiné les décisions prises par le Conseil exécutif a ses 171° et 172° sessions et recommande ala
Conférence générale d’ adopter les propositions figurant dans les documents 33 C/2 et 33 C/2 Add., apres I'introduction
des modifications que va nous indiquer maintenant la Secrétaire de la Conférence générale. Madame, vous avez la parole.

51 The Secretary :

Thank you, Mr President. There are no real recommendations or modifications, but you will see in the
document in front of you, document 33 C/2 Add., that there is a paragraph 3 which recalls that the Executive Board, at
its session in April of this year, decided to give the European Community a number of facilities to enable it to
participate fully, but without a vote, in the deliberations of the intergovernmental expert group meeting this spring to
discuss the draft convention on cultural diversity. In paragraph 4 of that same decision, 171 EX/Decision 60, the
Executive Board also recommended that the General Conference at this session take the Board's decision into account
when it considered the preliminary draft convention on the protection and promotion of the diversity of cultural
expressions.

52 Paragraph 3 in the document in front of you recalls a decision taken by the Board in April. Since that
decision contains a recommendation to the General Conference, you, as the General Conference, will now have to
decide whether you wish to give the same facilities to enable the European Community to participate as fully as
appropriate, still without a vote, when we discuss at this General Conference the draft convention on cultural diversity.

53 During the debate in the General Committee this morning, there was no consensus to recommend to the
plenary whether or not it should take this decision, to give the same facilities to the European Community, so that
decision is now left to you. All other proposals in documents 33 C/2 and Add. were accepted by the General Committee
for recommendation to plenary. On only one issue, as to whether or not the General Conference should give the same
facilities to the European Community when it discussed the draft convention on cultural diversity, was there no
consensus. So the plenary is asked to decide on thisissue. Thank you, Mr President.
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(6) LePrésident (traduit del’arabe) :

Merci, Madame la Secrétaire de la Conférence générale. Je voudrais gjouter que le Bureau s'est livré a un
examen approfondi de ce point, auquel ont participé nombre de ses membres. Les avis étaient partagés : les membres du
Bureau étaient nombreux a souhaiter que la Conférence générale adopte la recommandation du Conseil exécutif visant a
accorder a la Communauté européenne, a titre exceptionnel, un droit de parole en qualité d’ observateur. Mais I'un des
vice-présidents du Groupel, trés précisément les Etats-Unis, était d'un autre avis sur la question. Maintenant,
naturellement, tout document qui sort du Bureau de la Conférence générale doit étre approuveé par elle et, s'il faut prévoir
un vote, celui-ci se déroulera suivant les procédures admises ala Conférence générale. Je donne donc la parole a ceux qui
veulent s exprimer sur ce point. Je vous en prie. Madame I’ Ambassadrice des Etats-Unis, vous avez la parole.

71 Ms Oliver (United States of America):

Thank you, Mr President. Yes, we were a hit surprised at the extent of the discussion of paragraph 3 of
document 33 C/2 Add. in the General Committee, although | suppose we should not have been, because we all know
that, despite the many very important things that we will be discussing at this General Conference over the next few
weeks, there seems to be one item overshadowing everything else. Now | sincerely regret — let me repeat — sincerely
regret that the first statement of the United States of America at the 33rd session of the General Conference has to be on
this topic. But, unfortunately, yesterday morning we were presented with an addendum under item 1.6 “Organization of
the work of the session”. Paragraph 3 of document 33 C/2 Add. refers to a decision taken by the Executive Board in
April 2005, after long and very difficult negotiations — 171 EX/Decision 60. Now paragraph 4 of this negotiated
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Executive Board decision, and | wish to read it to you, recommends that the General Conference, at its 33rd session,
take this decision into account with respect to its consideration of the item relating to the preliminary draft convention
on the protection of the diversity of cultural contents and artistic expressions. Now, this paragraph was intended to read
as aform of notice or assurance to the General Conference that the European Community was provided an opportunity
to participate actively and as fully as appropriate in the work of the third session of the Intergovernmental Meeting of
Experts. It cannot accurately be interpreted as being anything more than that. It certainly cannot be read as
automatically giving the European Community such enhanced observer rights at the General Conference without an
affirmative action by the General Conference. As paragraph 3 of the Executive Board decision states explicitly, the
European Community’ s participation was time-limited to the third session of the Intergovernmental Meeting of Experts,
and was alowed only on an exceptional basis. And that is because the European Community is an observer at
UNESCO, and the request was that it be given privileges not normally given to observers. In his summary comments at
the close of the Executive Board meeting, the Board Chairman similarly underlined the time-limited scope of that
exceptional arrangement. Indeed, one of the key mutual assurances that shaped those negotiations was that this
arrangement was not intended to — and would not — set a precedent. This assurance was verbally acknowledged
repeatedly by the European Community throughout the negotiations, and this reassurance became — and remains — one
of the cornerstones for the consensus reached with the European Community. | remember that assurance well, as |
personaly participated in the negotiations that help craft the agreement. So, bearing in mind the negotiating history of
the Executive Board decision, the United States opposes any attempt to automatically extend the participation of the
European Community’s status to the General Conference, which iswhy | am very grateful that we are now going to be
able to discuss this matter today in the plenary meeting. Now as we all know, UNESCO' s Constitution provides for the
participation of only two categories — two groups: Members and Associate Members, and Observers. The European
Community is already an observer at UNESCO. What they would like is for the General Conference to automatically
extend the enjoyment of that exceptional time-limited enhanced observer status that was given to them by the Executive
Board, in good faith, to enable them to actively participate in the intergovernmental meetings to negotiate the
preliminary draft convention on cultural diversity.

7.2 The Member States of UNESCO certainly have the right to grant the European Community that unique and
exceptiona status again. However, given the provisions of UNESCO's Consgtitution this must be done in accordance
with the Rules of Procedure of the General Conference. Rule 115 of those Rules of Procedure requires an affirmative
decision to suspend a rule of procedure. We aready worked around the Rules of Procedure of the Executive Board in
crafting the Board' s decision enabling the European Community to participate as fully as appropriate in those debates.
Because — and this is important —we were repeatedly told by all the countries of the European Union that they could not
negotiate on trade issues. As it happened, the European Community, as a result of the agreement, did actively
participate in the intergovernmental meetings on the draft convention on cultural diversity. Now, decision-making on
that text now shifts to us, all of UNESCO's Member States that will participate in, and sit as, the General Conference.
On procedural grounds, therefore, the United States of America believes that, in the debate on this draft convention, it
would be inappropriate for the General Conference to offer an observer organization — even the European Community —
an unprecedented opportunity to replicate the exceptional privileges of participation that it enjoyed at the
Intergovernmental Meeting of Experts. Doing so would create an open-ended precedent for any State or group currently
enjoying observer status at UNESCO. We therefore strongly oppose paragraph 3 of document 33 C/2 Add., on
substantive and procedural grounds, and we appeal to our European Union colleagues to ask the Secretary to delete this
paragraph in the interests of avoiding additional dissension over what is already a highly sensitive and difficult issue
confronting the General Conference. In closing, we note that the European Community has consistently asserted since
the adjournment of the Intergovernmental Meeting of Experts in June, that no further negotiations are needed on the
draft convention on cultural diversity, and that the text should not be reopened. If that is the case, the European
Community’s time-limited exceptional ability to participate actively in the negotiations on that text came to an end
along with the adjournment of those negotiations. This is nothing more than what was expressly contemplated by the
terms of 171 EX/Decision 60. However, should the text be reopened for refinement, we would be prepared to take steps
to enable the European Community to participate, once again, in renewed intergovernmental meetings of expertsin line
with the original intent of the Executive Board's decision.

7.3 Mr President, if it is the will of the Member States of UNESCO, of this entire General Conference, to
suspend its rules so that the European Community can enjoy its special privileges while still maintaining its status as an
observer — an “enhanced observer” status — at the 33rd session of the General Conference, we will accept that decision.
But that decision must be an informed decision that takes into account the possible precedent that the decision would set
for other requests by other observers at some future time, and the fact that the reason the European Community wishes
to be granted this status is to continue to negotiate on the preliminary draft text. | repeat, if that is the underlying reason
for this request, then certainly that is something that we would consider. So, Mr President, we move that there be a
discussion on this, and ultimately a vote on this request, so that we can find out whether indeed this request by the
European Community is supported by the requisite number of Member States of UNESCO. Thank you, Mr President.
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(8) LePrésident (traduit del’arabe) :
Merci beaucoup, Madame I’ Ambassadrice. Je donne maintenant la parole au Royaume-Uni.
9.1 Mr Craddock (United Kingdom):

Thank you very much, Mr President. | would aso like to congratulate you on your new office and wish you
the best of luck init. | would like to thank the United States of America for the statement its delegation has just made,
but would like to correct some of its clear misapprehensions about what is going on in this process. The European
Union agrees that it is indeed good to have a discussion about this subject now and it would indeed be good to resolve
this issue now. So we agree that we are now taking the Executive Board' s decision into account by having a discussion
which is necessary. But | do not agree with the United States that we are suspending the rules of UNESCO. This
General Conference is a sovereign body and these are exactly the sort of rules on which it can make decisions. But |
would like to remind the United States that this process of the negotiation of the draft convention has worked extremely
well so far. The European Community and all other parties have been able to play a full part in the negotiations, and |
would just like to remind those Member States who are not part of the Executive Board why it took us so long and why
we worked so hard to reach a consensus on this issue which the United States is now seeking to disturb. The reason we
sought this consensus was that 25 key Member States of UNESCO have, over the last 40 years, moved towards a new
type of governmental structure in which we have given competence over certain issues to pan-European authorities.
Parts of the draft convention that we will be discussing later at the General Conference are no longer within the
competence of individual Members States' governments. They are, however, dealt with at a European level. It therefore
makes sense to recognize that the world has changed and that, in order to operate properly and smoothly in these
negotiations, the European Community needs to seek rights on an exceptional basis.

9.2 But | would like to stress that this does not set a precedent. It remains on a purely exceptional basis, and this
is after all the same intergovernmental process that we have been engaged in for the last two years which is coming to a
very satisfactory conclusion. It is merely about the right of 25 Member States to be able to express themselves as they
need to. There is nothing else in this. We need the right to speak in debate as the European Community for the areas for
which it is responsible and as Member States in the areas for which they are responsible. There are no other
repercussions for UNESCO at this stage, it is merely a matter of reinforcing democracy within UNESCO in the same
way as the European Community has come to work in so many other institutions.

9.3 So the European Union supports very strongly paragraph 3 of document 33 C/2 Add.. | remind you that this
does not involve anything to do with voting at all. The European Community has no right to vote. It is merely about the
right to speak on subjects for which it has competence. And | believe that it is necessary for us to try and get an
agreement on this matter today rather than prolonging discussion of the issue during this General Conference, because
the European Union believes that above all we need a satisfactory and easy conclusion to the negotiations on the draft
convention on cultura diversity and this matter we are discussing today is simply in order to facilitate that. Thank you
very much, Mr President.
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(20 Le Président (traduit del’arabe) :
Merci beaucoup. La parole est maintenant donnée ala France.

111 M. Gueguinou (France) :

Merci Monsieur le Président. Je voudrais d' abord dire que je soutiens absolument sur tous les points qu'il a
mentionnés, sur tous les arguments qu’il adonnés, sur toutes les explications qu’il afournies, la position du représentant
du Royaume-Uni, pays qui assure d’ ailleurs en ce moment la présidence de I’ Union européenne. J gjouterai simplement
ace qu'il dit que ce que demande I’ Union européenne, ¢’ est de continuer a pouvoir s exprimer, lors des débats qui ne
mangueront pas d’'avoir lieu sur |'avant-projet de convention sur la protection et la promotion de la diversité des
expressions culturelles, comme elle I'a fait a la réunion intergouvernementale d’ experts sur ce texte. Et je ne crois pas
qu'il y ait dans cette salle ou parmi les participants aux travaux de la réunion susmentionnée quelqu’ un qui puisse dire
gue la maniere dont la Communauté européenne s'est exprimée pendant les négociations sur I'avant-projet de
convention, que ce soit par la voix de sa présidence ou par la voix de la Commission, ait en quelque sorte dénaturé le
processus de négociation.

11.2 Je veux insister aussi sur le fait que ce qui est demandé pour la Communauté européenne lorsque le point
relatif a la convention sur la diversité culturelle sera examiné est tout a fait exceptionnel. Je pense auss qu'il est
important que nous réglions ce probléme aujourd’ hui afin de ne pas enliser les travaux de la Conférence générale dans
un débat qui, sur le fond, ad’ailleurs déja été tranché et je voudrais étre assuré que ce débat qui est ouvert I’ est vraiment
dans I'intérét du travail de la Conférence générale et ne reléve pas d’ artifices de procédure qui viseraient d’ autres fins
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gue celle de faciliter le travail de notre assembl e pléniére. Je pense qu’il est trés important que cette assembl ée approuve
le document qui lui est soumis en entier par le Conseil exécutif. Merci.
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(12) Le Président (traduit del’arabe) :
Jeremercie laFrance. C’ est maintenant al’ Espagne de prendre la parole.

131 Sr. Ridao Dominguez (Espafia):

Gracias, sefior Presidente. Permitame empezar apoyando la intervencion del Embajador del Reino Unido y
del Embajador de Francia e insistir en algunos aspectos de esta cuestion. La primera es recordar a nuestros colegas de
esta Conferencia General de qué estamos hablando, porgque en muchas ocasiones se pierde de vista cual es la naturaleza
del problema. De lo que estamos hablando es que la Unioén Europea, el proceso de construccion europea, ha hecho que
25 paises hayan cedido competencias en exclusiva ala Comunidad Europeay esas competencias son algunas de las que
se han discutido y que se discuten en la convencién de ladiversidad cultural.

13.2 Por tanto, lo que la Unién Europea solicitaba, para poder discutir en igualdad de condiciones con € resto de
colegas esta convencion de la diversidad cultural, era que la comision que tiene la competencia exclusiva sobre estas
materias pueda participar. Y pueda participar -y este es el segundo rasgo importante que creo gque conviene tener
presente en esta Conferencia General-, con voz, en ninglin caso con voto. Y cuando decimos “que pueda participar con
voz" quiere decir que participe en cualquier momento. No es que la Comunidad Europea no tiene derecho alavoz, lo
tiene ya; tiene derecho alavoz como observador. Lo que no tiene derecho es a intervenir en cualquier momento. Ese es
exactamente €l punto que se esta pidiendo y ese es € punto que se negocid y se negocio con caracter excepcional .

133 Lo que es importante también subrayar es ¢cudl es la naturaleza excepciona de ese punto? ¢De qué
excepcion estamos hablando? Da la impresion, por la intervencion de la apreciada colega de Estados Unidos, que la
excepcion se negocio para una reunion en concreto, que lo que la Comunidad Europea pedia era una excepcién parauna
reunion en concreto. Lo 16gico, 1o que esté en lalégica de las cosas, es que habia pedido una excepcion para tratar una
materia que estd en proceso de hacerse y por tanto esta dentro de la légica de las cosas que esa excepcion no deja de ser
excepcioén porgue la Comunidad Europea participe en estos debates.

134 La tercera cuestion es -si no he entendido mal a la delegada de Estados Unidos- que €ella propone que
aceptaria esta posibilidad de que participe la Comunidad Europea si @ mismo tiempo la Unién Europea abriera la
posibilidad de negociar la convencion de la diversidad cultural, de algiin modo volviendo atrés la decision del Consgjo.
Yo creo que le podriamos devolver -si no he entendido mal esta propuesta- e podriamos devolver la propuesta con o
contrario, es decir, si la delegacién de Estados Unidos no acepta la proposicion de abrir el debate, s rechaza la
posibilidad de abrir €l debate, en ese caso entonces también digamos actuaria en consecuencia con respecto a la
Comunidad Europea. Yo tengo que decirle que nuestra posicién en tanto que pais es que no nos corresponde ni a la
Unién Europea ni a los Estados Unidos determinar qué deba hacer esta conferencia. No podemos vincular € que se
reabra o no se reabra el debate a que la Comunidad Europea tenga esta posibilidad de hablar o no. Y o creo que debemos
dejar hablar a la Conferencia General y en lo que respecta a la posicion como miembro de un pais de la Comunidad
Europea, y como pais que hace parte de esta Conferencia General, tenemos que decir que apoyamos la adopcion del
punto 3 tal como estd. Muchas gracias.

(13.1) M. Ridao Dominguez (Espagne) (traduit de I’ espagnol) :

Merci, Monsieur le Président. Permettez-moi pour commencer d appuyer les interventions de |’ ambassadeur
du Royaume-Uni et de I'ambassadeur de France et d'insister 