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m No term is culturally neutral
m Fritz Jahr (1927) “Bio-Ethik” — “bioethischer
Imperativ”

m Van Rensselaer Potter (1970) “Bioethics”
“Global Ethics” (“Science of survival®)

m Hellegers, Callahan (70s) Humanities in
medicine
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m Relations with nature (Jahr, animals; Potter,
environment)

m Health research and care (Kennedy Center,
mainstream)

= Beyond monological philosophical ethics
m Multd — inter — transdisciplinarity

B Tool of survival and understanding (rhetoric,
hermeneutics)
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m Process (emotive, unreflected social, economic,
psychological)

m Procedure (formulation of conflict, justification
and application of principles, decision-making)

m Product (academic, political, economic)



Bioethics: Latin America
An imported concept

Different stages of consolidation
Reception — Assimilation — Reformulation

Different varieties : cultural, feminist, catholic,

alternative, etc.,. (polisemic nature of the word
allows qualifications)

Social institutions (committees, commissions,
courses, academies)



B PAHO created in 1902 (quarantines, trade, economy,
public health) in the Region in which it operates

B Incorporated to WHO after 1948 as AMRO

m Representatives in each country (38 countries and
territories) plus Collaborating and Affiliated Centers

B Successes, finished and unfinished agenda

B Regional Program Bioethics in 1994 (agreement with
University of Chile and Chilean government)

B Its commitment to WHO SOs, MDGs, Member States
priorities




Macrobioethical and Mesobioethical:
- Environmental ethics
- Social determinants of health

- Inequities in access to healthcare and in
healthcare outcomes

Microbioethical:
- Surveillance and research
- Clinical ethics



B Identification of real issues and dilemmmas

m Rational and technical analysis of values,
principles, and norms related to health and well-
being

m Establishment of competent groups of

professionals for dealing with the complexities
of development

m Proposal of solutions to dilemmas



Training and education (Masters programs, undergraduate
teaching)

m Research (social representations, state of the art, surveys)

m Dissemination of concepts (“comics” for youth, Acta Bioethica

(indexed journal), Newsletters), books, Virtual Library
(www.paho.org/bioetica)

Advocacy for equity and justice. Human dignity and health

ETHICAL SUSTAINABILITY OF DECISIONS AND
POLICIES
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Bioethics: Uses in Latin Ameri

Keep in mind the developmental stages and the
deliverables of each stage

m Rhetorical device

m Hermeneutical procedure
m Political tool

m Academic activity

m Economic commodity



m Challenges, risks, opportunities

m Need for responsible scholarship

m Ethics for the bioethics community

m Confusion with other relevant interests
m Dialogue, deliberation, and tolerance

m Associations and partial interests

m “Regulatory poliphony”



= Millennium Development Goals

m Strategic Objectives of WHO/PAHO
m “Regulatory poliphony”

m Unethical behavior in bioethics

m Lack of responsible scholarship
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Contacts

./ [wrww.paho.org/bioetica

]

B http://www.uchile.cl/bioetica
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m  http://www.actabioethica.cl

Links to Virtual Library (Bioethics)
Acta Bioethica : Full text at SCIELO site
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