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Laos prepares to implement UN education goals
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VIENTIANE, June 28 (Xinhua) -- Officials from the Lao government, UNESCO and UNICEF Tuesday held the
first national meeting to prepare for the implementation of Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4-Education
2030.

A Framework for Action will address education challenges in Laos and prepare for the implementation of SDG4
and its target, enabling the country to take a crucial step forward as part of meeting its SDG commitments, Lao
state-run online newspaper Vientiane Times reported.

The meeting was co-chaired by Lao Minister for Education and Sports Sengdeuane Lachanthaboun, UNICEF
Representative Gao Hongwei, and the Director of UNESCO in Bangkok, Kim Gwang-Jo.

The adaptation of Education 2030 presents opportunities for Laos to revitalise efforts to address the remaining
challenges set by Education for All (EFA), a worldwide movement committed to a single, renewed education
agenda that is holistic, ambitious and aspirational, and leaves no one behind.

Despite the remarkable EFA progress made in Laos, problems persist, such as gender disparities, the urban-
rural gap, and limited data for indicator formulation.

To address these issues, Lao government, with support from UNESCO and UNICEF, convened relevant
stakeholders to participate in the formulation of the Education 2030 agenda.

Special attention was given to developing a common understanding among national education officials on the
challenges and opportunities of the Lao Framework for Action and to the monitoring and evaluation of Education
2030 in order to develop strategies to address data gaps in the sector, according to a press release from
UNICEF.

Speaking at the meeting, Minister Sengdeuane said, "the government has made firm strides to enhance our
education for all commitments. We have integrated the six EFA goals into our national development plans and
aligned our Education Strategic Vision to reflect this in collaboration with development partners. In this new post-
2015 era, Laos will continue to be an ardent advocate for advancing education development as part of our
international commitments."

Gao Hongwei noted the education milestones the country has reached in recent years.

"Laos has achieved universal access and gender parity in primary education and a 47 percent increase in the
percentage of children entering Grade One who attended some form of organized Early Childhood Education
program. These are achievements to be lauded. However, we must further improve quality and early learning
outcomes, especially for the most disadvantaged and those living in hard-to-reach areas, to give all children the
best chance at a fair future. This will help us more fully realize the vision and guarantees as set out in SDG 4
Education 2030," said Gao.

The Regional Bureau for Education in Asia and the Pacific also hailed Laos' significant advance during the EFA
and remarked on the transformative potential of SGD 4, given how its broader focus on learning at all stages of
life aligns with the country's development progress, Vientiane Times quoted Kim as saying.

"As the agency mandated to coordinate actions to achieve SDG 4, UNESCO is committed to advancing on the
gains made during the EFA era and addressing remaining gaps," Kim said.
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