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SEAMEO	
  INNOTECH’s	
  Initiatives	
  on	
  NFE	
  and	
  Literacy	
  

In 	
   l ine 	
   with 	
   foster ing 	
   construct ive 	
   and	
   cont inuing	
   d ia logue	
   and	
   consultat ion	
   on	
  
L ITERACY	
   innovat ions 	
   and	
   pract ices 	
   the	
   SEA	
   Region, 	
   SEAMEO	
   INNOTECH	
   engaged	
  
i tse l f 	
   in 	
  conduct ing 	
  the	
  fo l lowing	
  NFE	
  and	
  L i teracy 	
  re lated	
  act iv i t ies: 	
  

Second	
   Regional 	
   Education	
   Forum	
   with 	
   the	
   theme: 	
   	
   “L iteracy	
   Pol ic ies 	
   and	
  
Pract ices 	
   in 	
   Southeast 	
  Asia”. 	
   	
   Th is 	
   3-­‐day	
   forum	
  provided	
   the	
   part ic ipants 	
  with 	
   a 	
  
regional 	
   perspect ive 	
   about 	
   the	
   current 	
   state 	
   of 	
   l i teracy 	
   pol ic ies , 	
   pract ices , 	
  
programs	
   and	
   innovat ions 	
   on	
   l i teracy 	
   which	
   was	
   able 	
   to 	
   generate 	
   new	
   ins ights , 	
  
ideas 	
   and	
   poss ib i l i t ies 	
   on	
   how	
   best 	
   to 	
   address 	
   the	
   chal lenges 	
   and	
   issues 	
   g iven	
  
the	
  Southeast 	
  As ian	
  context . 	
  

I t 	
   was 	
   attended	
   by	
   twenty-­‐two	
   (22) 	
   Senior 	
   Educat ion	
   Off ic ia ls 	
   f rom	
   the	
   11	
  
Ministr ies 	
   of 	
   Educat ion	
   who	
   are 	
   d irect ly 	
   involved	
   in 	
   the	
   des ign	
   and	
  

implementat ion	
   of 	
   l i teracy 	
   programs	
   and	
   projects 	
   in 	
   their 	
   respect ive 	
   countr ies . 	
   	
  
Provid ing	
   the	
   Internat ional 	
   and	
   Regional 	
   perspect ives, 	
   inputs 	
   and	
   ins ights 	
  were: 	
  
Mr. 	
   Abdul 	
   Hakeem,	
   Educat ion	
   Advisor 	
   and	
   Coordinator , 	
   As ia 	
   Pac i f ic 	
   Programme	
  

of 	
   EFA	
   and	
   Ms. 	
   Margarete 	
   Sachs-­‐ Israel 	
   Head, 	
   UNLD	
   Coordinat ion	
   Unit , 	
   UNESCO	
  
Par is . 	
  

There	
  was	
   a 	
   r ich 	
   exchange	
  of 	
   exper iences, 	
   programs	
   and	
   strategies 	
   between	
   and	
  
among	
   the	
   part ic ipants 	
   as 	
   they	
   try 	
   to 	
   address 	
   the	
   l i teracy 	
   chal lenges 	
   and	
  
concerns 	
   in 	
   their 	
   countr ies . 	
   Severa l 	
   i ssues 	
   and	
   concerns 	
   came	
   up	
   dur ing 	
   the	
  
d iscuss ion	
   which	
   ranged	
   from	
   the	
   need	
   to 	
   come	
   up	
   with 	
   a 	
   shared	
   and	
   common	
  
def in it ion	
   of 	
   l i teracy, 	
   documenting	
   good	
   pract ices 	
   on	
   the	
   ground	
   for 	
   easy 	
  
repl icat ion	
   to 	
  other 	
   areas, 	
  need	
   for 	
   a 	
   so l id 	
  monitor ing 	
  and	
  evaluat ion	
  of 	
   l i teracy 	
  
efforts , 	
   provid ing 	
   opportunit ies 	
   for 	
   sk i l l 	
   appl icat ion	
   to 	
   susta in 	
   l i teracy 	
   sk i l l s 	
   and	
  
the	
   need	
   to 	
   come	
   up	
   with 	
   responsive 	
   and	
   appropr iate 	
   l i teracy 	
   intervent ions 	
   for 	
  
speci f ic 	
   target 	
  groups, 	
   to 	
  name	
  a 	
   few.	
  

	
  
The	
   fo l lowing	
   are 	
   some	
   poss ib le 	
   act ion	
   steps 	
   suggested	
   to 	
   be	
   adopted/adapted	
  
by	
  the	
  part ic ipants 	
  depending	
  on	
  their 	
  country ’s 	
  speci f ic 	
  concerns 	
  and	
  needs: 	
  
§  Conduct 	
  an	
   inventory 	
  of 	
   l i terate 	
  environment	
  
§  Assist 	
   in 	
   sett ing 	
  up	
  management	
   information	
   system	
   for 	
  NFE	
  which	
   inc ludes 	
  

youth	
  and	
  adult 	
   l i teracy 	
  
§  Design	
   evaluat ion	
   programs	
   to 	
   measure	
   outcomes	
   of 	
   l i teracy 	
   program	
   and	
  

the	
  need	
  to 	
   invest 	
   in 	
   impact 	
  studies 	
  and	
  benchmark	
  surveys	
  
§  Map	
  stakeholders 	
  and	
  partners 	
  at 	
  var ious 	
   levels 	
  
§  Foster 	
  exper ience	
  shar ing 	
  between	
  countr ies 	
  at 	
   the	
  reg ional 	
   level 	
  
§  Develop	
  partnerships 	
  with 	
  univers i t ies 	
  and	
  research	
   inst i tut ions 	
  
§  Develop	
  qual i ty 	
  assurance	
  mechanisms	
  and	
  standards 	
   for 	
   l i teracy 	
  programs 	
  
§  Learn	
   from	
   effect ive 	
   best 	
   pract ices , 	
   analyze 	
   l i teracy 	
   pract ices 	
   and	
   ident i fy 	
  

factors 	
  that 	
  make	
  the	
  program	
  effect ive 	
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A	
   Resource	
   Pack	
   on	
   Creating	
   and	
   Sustaining	
   L iterate 	
   Environments 	
   Handbook	
  
(UNESCO	
   APPEAL). 	
   As	
   an	
   offshoot 	
   of 	
   the	
   Regional 	
   Educat ion	
   Forum,	
   the	
  
Research	
   and	
   Studies 	
   Unit 	
   (RSU) 	
   of 	
   SEAMEO	
   INNOTECH	
   provided	
   technica l 	
  
ass istance	
   to 	
   UNESCO	
   APPEAL	
   in 	
   the	
   preparat ion	
   of 	
   the	
   Resource	
   Pack	
   on	
  
Creat ing 	
   and	
   Susta in ing	
   L i terate 	
   Environments. 	
   	
   The	
   pack	
   was	
   envis ioned	
   to 	
  
provide	
   guides 	
   and	
   t ips 	
   to 	
   the	
   nat ional 	
   and	
   loca l 	
   government	
   off ic ia ls , 	
   l i teracy 	
  
implementers , 	
   non-­‐formal 	
   educat ion	
   pract i t ioners 	
   and	
   mater ia ls 	
   developers 	
   in 	
  
As ia 	
   Pac i f ic 	
   countr ies . 	
   The	
   Resource	
   Pack	
   is 	
   a 	
   compi lat ion	
   of 	
   publ icat ions, 	
  
documents 	
   and	
   mater ia ls 	
   re levant 	
   to 	
   the	
   creat ion	
   and	
   development	
   of 	
   l i terate 	
  
environments. 	
   Through	
   th is 	
   resource	
   pack , 	
   the	
   region	
   may	
   be	
   able 	
   to 	
   develop	
  
concrete 	
   p lans 	
   of 	
   act ions 	
   in 	
   creat ing, 	
   developing	
   and	
   susta in ing 	
   r ich 	
   and	
  
dynamic 	
   l i terate 	
   environments. 	
   SEAMEO	
   INNOTECH	
   convened	
   a 	
   regional 	
   forum	
  
on	
   Def in ing, 	
   Creat ing 	
   and	
   Susta in ing	
   L i terate 	
   Environments 	
   to 	
   va l idate 	
   and	
  
f ina l ize 	
  the	
  resource	
  guide. 	
  

	
  
Basic 	
   Learning	
  Needs	
   Survey	
   (BLNS) 	
   in 	
   the	
   Phi l ippines . 	
   The	
   BLNs	
   survey	
   a ims	
   to 	
  
develop	
   a 	
   nat ional 	
   prof i le 	
   of 	
   non-­‐school 	
   based	
   organizat ions 	
   involved	
   in 	
   the	
  
provis ion	
   of 	
   funct ional 	
   l i teracy 	
   programs	
   for 	
   F i l ip ino	
   people. 	
   I t 	
   a ims	
   to 	
   ident i fy 	
  
providers , 	
   programs	
   and	
   act iv i t ies , 	
   c l iente le , 	
   resources, 	
   and	
   geographica l 	
  
d istr ibut ion	
   and	
   document	
   issues, 	
   chal lenges 	
   and	
   best 	
   pract ices 	
   re lated	
   to 	
  
programs	
  address ing	
  bas ic 	
   learning	
  needs. 	
  

	
  
RSU	
   Pol icy 	
   Research	
   Forum	
   1st 	
   Quarter 	
   2009: 	
   Basic 	
   Learning	
   Needs, 	
   L iteracy 	
  
and	
   L i fe long	
   Learning: 	
   Towards	
   Education	
   for 	
   Al l . 	
   Th is 	
   is 	
   a 	
   research	
  
d isseminat ion	
   forum	
   part ic ipated	
   by	
   members 	
   of 	
   the	
   Nat ional 	
   Educat ion	
   for 	
   A l l 	
  
Committee, 	
   the	
   L i teracy 	
   Coordinat ing 	
   Counci l 	
   and	
   the	
   academe. 	
   The	
   forum	
  
focused	
   on	
   the	
   need	
   to 	
   c lar i fy 	
   def in it ions 	
   of 	
   the	
   EFA	
   terminologies 	
   and	
  
indicators 	
   for 	
   bas ic 	
   learning	
   needs, 	
   l i teracy 	
   (Bas ic 	
   and	
   funct ional)and 	
   l i fe long	
  
learning. 	
  

	
  
Study	
   Vis it 	
   on	
   Non-­‐Formal 	
   and	
   Mobi le 	
   Teaching	
   Programs	
   for 	
   LAO	
   PDR	
  
Off ic ia ls . 	
   SEAMEO	
   INNOTECH	
   through	
   i ts 	
   Research	
   and	
   Studies 	
   Unit 	
   (RSU) 	
  
ass isted	
   UNESCO	
   Bangkok	
   and	
   the	
   Ministry 	
   of 	
   Educat ion	
   of 	
   Lao	
   PDR	
   to 	
  
strengthen	
   the	
   capacit ies 	
   of 	
   Lao	
   NFE	
   off ic ia ls 	
   in 	
   managing	
   the	
   pr imary 	
   and	
  
nonformal 	
   educat ion	
   system.	
   	
   The	
   Lao	
   PDR	
   MOE	
   off ic ia ls 	
   and	
   UNESCO	
   Bangkok	
  
were	
   g iven	
   1 	
   2-­‐day	
   tra in ing	
   on	
   how	
   nonformal 	
   educat ion	
   assessment	
   and	
  
equiva lency	
   is 	
   operat ional ized	
   and	
   implemented	
   in 	
   the	
   Phi l ippines. 	
   Some	
  
nonformal 	
  educat ion	
  programs	
  v is i ted	
   involved	
   l i teracy 	
  pract ices 	
   in i t iated	
  by	
  the	
  
Department 	
   of 	
   Educat ion	
   in 	
   partnership 	
   with 	
   the	
   loca l 	
   government	
   and	
   non-­‐
government	
   organizat ions. 	
   The	
   delegates 	
   v is i ted	
   the	
   L i teracy 	
   Hal l 	
   of 	
   Fame	
  
winners 	
   such	
   as 	
   Agoo,La 	
   Union; 	
   	
   P lar idel , 	
   Bulacan; 	
   Balanga, 	
   Bataan	
   and	
   Baguio 	
  
C ity 	
   The	
   Lao	
   off ic ia ls 	
   were	
   able 	
   to 	
   enhance	
   their 	
   knowledge	
   and	
   sk i l l s 	
   in 	
  
developing	
   essent ia l 	
  NFE	
  p lans 	
   and	
  programs	
   focused	
  on	
   access 	
   to 	
   educat ion	
   for 	
  
women, 	
  ch i ldren	
  and	
  the	
  d isadvantaged. 	
  


