; plants of which ppmxn'nataly

50 per cent are endemic. In'

addition, theré are 21 species
.1 of tree- ferns in the park, 15 of
| which are found :mwhcre else
in the island.
: K4 5 Anyone who has
e 7 / Holywell will confir
L ; _ G < . e is a bird-lover’s para
and John Crow: Mo rliams 7 :

National Park, i - " migratory species such :
Holywell, known large ; : Bicknell's thrush, black swift

its misty, cool conditions, is a ; s { - and warblers. The 200,000
short distance from i > cre Blue and John Crow -
Catherine’s Peak and . 5 b x ? e : Mountains National Park in
Newecastle Training Depot, the. h 5 . which Holywell lies, is home
cradle of the Jamai¢a Defence i .3 - R i 1o 25 of Jamaica’s éndemic -
Force. The attraction-is about 3 ; 1 « species of birds; including the

an hour from St. Andrew, and i s 3 U 3 Jamaican tody, woodpecker
just under two hours from 4 : and white-chinned thrush

Port Antonio.

Holywell offers to its
visitors, five nature trails with
interpretive signs, namely the
Oatley Mountain, Waterfall,
Shelter, Dick’s Pond and
River Trails, in addition to
sprawling picnic areas,
gazebos, and an educational
visitors centre.

It also boasts three
furnished and fully equipped,
rustic, log-cabins at the
westernmost end of the
property for overnight stays,
and for the more adventurous,
five camp sites for sleeping
under the stars.

(hopping dick).

But, despite all its offerings,
Holywel.l remains relatively
underutilized by Tocals and
tourists alike. According to
executive director of the
JCDT Susan Otuokon, .
Holywell is bypassed by many
. -of the four buses, which

~which leads to the propeny,
inclusive of the 2,000 who -

attend Misty Bhss, an annual
| cultural and entertainment
_€vent staged by the JCDT.
GREEN DESTINATION oML RIIE]
is

Centified as a “green have their pack

destination” by international ‘ :
environmental certification ] ;  verydifficult ¢
_organisation, Green Globelast = B o, -
=June, Holywell is managed by | 2 b

the Jamaica Conservation
Development Trust (JCDT),
nmental non-
;:ﬁr:&m argmlsar;on break mto the market, but
through a co- a.nagemer;t going to take a concerted
agreement with the National L < ¢ 2 . effort and that is why we are
Environment and Planning f : 3‘“‘";;11)' seek;lg funds to '
Apency (NEPA) and the : enable us to have :il,mo
Forestry Department, It was - focused approach,” she told

once a coffee plantation back Hﬂsmlality Jamaica.

in the 1800s, but was taken

over by the Forestry ' 3 3 attractions at Holywell is the,

Department in the 1960s and ; - R . S Kids Discovery Zam:i hich

later put under the care of the 2 . i o ‘wag bul l_u.fac litate children
CDT. § i ag it

The Blue and John Crow 1 LA § i i g - well 5‘5 primary school
Mountains National Park. i 5 2 iy groups.
where Holywell is situated, Mis. Otuokon said this
protects a large percentage of _facility is used for bird
Jamaica’s last remaining identification, games and
tropical rain-forest, eight storytelling. g
waiersheds and sections of St. “We use eco-tourism
Andrew, Portland, St. Thomas. principles to:manage the site,
_and St. Mary. It is also home S0 there has to be an
*to numerous orchids, educational campuncm 7 Mrs.
bromeliads and ferns, which Otuokon said..
are found nowhere else in the In fulfilment of-it eco-
world and supplies over 40 tourism management plan, the
per cent of the population of JCDT has mt:.grmed
Jamaica with potable water, community tourism into its
On a trip to Holywell, product. A full day’s tour
_visitors are likely to see some ~entails a community
“of Jamaica’s native trees component where guests are
including the mountain yacca, ¢ . taken on community tours by
the suapwgoﬁ, milkwaﬂd and £ S - : 3 = youngsters from the
mountain bullet, as well as z community, who articipated
some of its over 500 hundred The play area at Holywell. 5 R : in the JCDT’s corl:]mumfy
different species of flowering At top: Holywell Picnic Park, a well-known recreation site for residents and visitors alike. tour-guiding programme held
& | last year.




