How are teachers prepared /
supported to facilitate the
acquisition of the transversal

competencies?
(UNESCO)

Kristin Vonney
Martin Westwell

EEEEEEEEEEE



Australian Curriculum General Capabilities and SACE Capabilities
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Research Method

Two forms of data collection
 Online survey — 38 teachers and leaders

e Face to face interviews — 12 teachers and
leaders
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The value of the General Capabilities

All teachers and leaders interviewed see the
value in teaching the General Capabillities (GC)
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Extent teachers feel confident in facilitating
educational activities to promote GC

® Very much

B To some
extent

Very little

Skills teachers possess
Listening Skills (77%)
Passion for teaching (77%)
Communication Skills (74%)
Fairness (74%)

Inspiring respect and trust amongst
students (74%)



Incorporation

Variety of ways to embed the General Capabilities
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Documentation

Cross
Curriculum

Priorities

General Capabilities
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Documentation

Critical and Creative Thinking — analysing and composing texts
while interpreting them to a specific context.

Personal and Social Capability — working as an ensemble and
expressing ideas while considering those around them. Students
as the audience.

Ethical Behaviour — creating works of an appropriate style and
genre for a specific context. Interpretation of Theatre from other

cultures.



Support provided

e Site support — leaders and other staff

o System support — Australian Curriculum
State Education: DECD
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GENERAL CAPABILITIES AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM

Intercultural understanding continuum
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Personal and Social Capability

In the Australian Cumiculum: Mathematics, students develop and use personal and socisl capability as they apply
mathemstical skills in 2 range of personsl and socisl contesds. This may be through activities that relate leaming
to theirown lives and communities, suchas time mansgement, budgeting and finandsl management, and
understanding statistics in everydsy contexis.

The Australian Cumiculum: Mathematics enhances the development of students’ personal and socisl capabilities
by providing opportuniies forinitiative taking, dedsion-making, cormmunicsting their processes and findings, and
working independently and collaboratively in the mathemstics classmom.
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Ethical understanding

There are oppaortunities in the Australian Cumiculum: Mathemastics to explore, develop and apply ethical
understandingin s range ofcontexts; forexsmple, through analysing dsta and stafistics; seeking intentional and
accidentsl distortions: finding inappropriste comparnsons and misleading scaleswhen exploring the impaortanoe of
fair comparison; andintemogsting financial claims and sources.

Intercultural understanding

Intercultursl understanding can be enhanced in the Australisn Cumiculum: Methemstics when students are
exposedto s range of culturs | traditions. Students leam to understand thatmathemstical expressions use
universal symbaols, while mathemstical knowledge has its originin many cultures. Studentsreslise that
proficiencies such asunderstanding, fluency, reasoning and proble m-solving are not culture- orlanguage-
specific, but that methemstical ressoning and understanding can find different expressionin different cultues and
languages. Mew technologies and digitsl leaming environments provide interacive contesds forexploring
mathemstical problems from s range of cultural parspectives and within diverse cultural contexts. Studentscan
apply mathematical thinking to identify and resohe issues related to living with diversity.



Support desired by teachers

Explicit examples of activities

TIME

Professional conversations
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Assessment and Reporting

Not currently mandated to report on the General
Capabllities

Some sites are reporting on the development of
the General Capabillities
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Reporting:

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM

Hol el
Some Imes
Usuelly
Cormls knly

an exam p | e GENERAL CAPABILITIES

CRITICAL AND CREATIVE THINKING

= (an gatherand sortinformationto usein understanding new

of good = ’

= (an thinkimaginatively in orderto generateideas and solve

. -
issues
[ ]
p ra ct I c e = (Can rationallyselect differentideas and possible solutions -+
= Willingto accept challenges and persistin seeking solutions -
ETHICAL BEHAVIOUR
* lnderstandsthe concept of ethical and unethical behaviour -
= (an discuss their ownactions as being ethical or unethical +
* Understandstherole ofrules in thewider community -+

We St La kes « Can identify and explain different points of view on issues +

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL CAPABILITY

= (an describe and understand their individual strengths and

S h O re challenges v

= Shows selfdiscipline and persistence in arange of situations L

* Can set and follow personal and learning goals -

[ ]
SC h o o I [ ] * Understands howto use a range of strategies to manage
conflict




Reporting:
an example
of good
practice

West Lakes
Shore
School:
Sue Toone



Assessment: an example of good
practice

Morphett
Vale Primary
School

Nicky Taylor

Year 3/4
class

50 years

OF INSPIRING

‘ CELEBRATING
ACHIEVEMENT



Assessment: an example of good
practice

Morphett
Vale Primary
School

Nicky Taylor

Year 3/4
class
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Policy implications

Transition from Industrial to Post-Industrial

Fix the mismatch between what is valued and
what is being demanded

Build on the moral purpose of teachers
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Policy implications

e Crowded curriculum (SACE)
 No requirement to report against the GC

 How to bridge the gap between what is
already happening and what the system still
needs to provide
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