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Research Method

Two forms of data collection

• Online survey – 38 teachers and leaders

• Face to face interviews – 12 teachers and 
leaders



The value of the General Capabilities

All teachers and leaders interviewed see the 
value in teaching the General Capabilities (GC)



Extent  teachers feel confident in facilitating 
educational activities to promote GC
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Skills teachers possess

Listening Skills     (77%)

Passion for teaching   (77%)

Communication Skills   (74%)

Fairness    (74%)

Inspiring respect and trust amongst 
students    (74%)



Incorporation
Variety of ways to embed the General Capabilities 
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Documentation



Critical and Creative Thinking – analysing and composing texts 
while interpreting them to a specific context. 

Personal and Social Capability – working as an ensemble and 
expressing ideas while considering those around them. Students 
as the audience. 

Ethical Behaviour – creating works of an appropriate style and 
genre for a specific context. Interpretation of Theatre from other 
cultures. 

Documentation



Support provided

• Site support – leaders and other staff

• System support – Australian Curriculum
State Education: DECD





Support desired by teachers

Explicit examples of activities

Professional conversations

TIME



Assessment and Reporting

Not currently mandated to report on the General 
Capabilities

Some sites are reporting on the development of 
the General Capabilities
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Assessment: an example of good 
practice
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Policy implications

Transition from Industrial to Post-Industrial 

Fix the mismatch between what is valued and 
what is being demanded

Build on the moral purpose of teachers



Policy implications

• Crowded curriculum (SACE)

• No requirement to report against the GC

• How to bridge the gap between what is 
already happening and what the system still 
needs to provide
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