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Foreword

Expenditure on education is considered by economists as an investment in the future with a quantifiable
rate of return. Hence all countries generally take a special interest in the education of their children.
Most of the Sri Lankans, who traditionally viewed education as the pathway to wealth and social
status, took a keen interest in the education of their children. With the emergence of a widespread
network of schools by late 1930s which have been established by the government as well as various
religious NGOs, even the poor rural children were able to receive some level of education. Education
facilities widened substantially to reach all strata of the society with the introduction of free education in
mid 1940s which resulted in a phenomenal increase in participation. The steps taken by successive
governments have contributed to improve access to as well as quality of education resulting in a
noteworthy upgrading of the quality of life of the people. These milestone developments in education
had placed Sri Lanka in an enviable position among the developing countries in respect of universal
basic education. It is encouraging to note that parents at present are taking a special interest to find a
school for their children even before they reach the school going age. Also, the number of parents who
are moving towards the practice of sending their children to pre-schools is increasing rapidly.

With the increase in enrolment in education due to measures taken to achieve universal primary education
by the governments over the past two decades, many countries faced the problem of providing additional
places in secondary education for the increased student population. It is perhaps a unique feature in the
Sri Lankan education system that the gradual increase in enrolment was not felt as a burden. Although
the Sri Lankan government was bearing almost the total burden of providing general education to the
children, not much attention was directed towards early childhood care and education during the past.
However, provincial education authorities are seen getting increasingly involved in ECCE activities.

It seems that Sri Lanka took the responsibility of achieving UPE rather lightly perhaps due to the high
rates of enrolment the country had achieved before the Jomtien conference. However, to compensate
for that, the Ministry of Education, with the assistance of other ministries and organisations in the social
sector, has commenced to make a concerted effort in order to achieve EFA targets. We are grateful to
the international institutions such as UNESCO and UNICEEF for the support and assistance extended
to our ministry in implementing activities connected with the EFA programme.

Mid-decade Assessment Report of EFA produced by Sri Lanka includes a comprehensive account of
our achievements and shortfalls in achieving EFA goals. The introduction gives a complete narration of
the historical background, the current system of education and its characteristics. Early childhood care
and education, universal basic education, life skills and life-long education, and adult literacy are dealt
with in detail to show the achievements as well as problems and challenges. The conclusions given in
chapter 8 give an insight into the present situation and provide a guide to future action. A lot of effort
has gone into the compilation of this report and I believe that it will be a very useful source document
for decision making as well as future planning. I am confident that this document will go along way in



making the achievement of EFA goals possible for Sri Lanka. I wish to thank the chapter writers, the
data analysts, the editors, copy writers and all others who assisted in this task. I congratulate the
Director of the EFA Unit and her staff for a job well done.

M.M.N.D. Bandara
Secretary,
Ministry of Education
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Honourable Minister’s Message

Sri Lanka has arather long history of impressive achievements in the field of education. Our participation
rates and retention rates rank high among the developing nations. However, we still have some way to
go in achieving total participation. The quality of the education delivered is perhaps a bigger concern
for the country.

The government is committed to provide all children of school-going-age opportunities to receive an
education of good quality. Many steps have been taken during the past decades to achieve this end.
We believe that human resource development is a primary requisite in improving the economy of the
country as well as the quality of life of the people. Hence the present government is determined to carry
forward the development process of education and equip the younger generation with skills and
competencies needed to face the challenges of the modern world.

In the light of our aims and objectives, I perceive, that the Education for All programme sponsored by
UNESCO is of immense importance to our country. [ am happy to note that the officers of the Ministry
of Education, particularly those who are in charge of the Mid Decade Assessment of the EFA programme,
are applying themselves with diligence and commitment to the task they are entrusted with. With the
commitment of all those who bare the responsibility of educating our children from the tender years of
early childhood to the mid teens, we will be able to achieve the EFA goals, Early Childhood Development
& Learning, Univerasal Basic Education, Life Skills and Lifelong Learning, Adult Literacy, Gender and
Quality, even before the target dates.

I congratulate all those who contributed in various ways to produce the Sri Lanka MDA Report and
wish to affirm that the commitment of the government to implement the recommendations embodied in
this report and achieve EFA goals.

1A

A.D. Susil Premjayantha
Minister of Education
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SLNCU Secretary General’s Message

The Education for All (EFA) goals, as also, the assessments of its performances, greatly assists countries
in not only giving increased focus and attention towards achieving the goals being set for EFA, but also,
provides impetus to achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s), to which all countries are
committed to.

Above all, it sets the agenda to improve quality education for all at the national levels, since the goals
pay attention to a wide array of topics, sector wide, viz; Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE),
Universal Primary/Basic Education, Life Skills and Lifelong Learning, Literacy, Gender and Quality
Education.

The success of all governments in achieving these goals on behalf of the future generations will depend
on the importance and attention being given by the decision makers and administrators in following up
on the monitoring and assessments at all levels, i.e. at the levels of Schools, Zones, Provinces and the
Ministry of Education.

Itis therefore hoped that the capacities at all levels within the country will be built up, in order to collect,
collate, analyse and interpret the data, in order to enhance performance and in achieving the goals.

We wish to congratulate the EFA/MDA Unit in the Ministry of Education, for their untiring efforts in
compiling these reports under difficult conditions and with limited staffing support.

Whilst encouraging those involved the EFA assessments in their future endeavours, we would like to
urge the Ministry of Education to continue to enhance their efforts to build capacities of the units and
personnel at all levels, who carry out the exercise of EFA reporting.

We thank the UNESCO offices in New Delhi and Bangkok for their kind co-operation and assistance.

We also wish to place on record, our appreciation to the Japanese Governments Funds in Trust
Programme, for their generous funding support.
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R.P. Perera
Secretary General

Sri Lanka National Commission for UNESCO
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Overview of the EFA/MDA Report

The purpose of this report is to assess changes in education in Sri Lanka in the light of the EFA Dakar
framework during the period 2000-2006

Chapter 1 of the report presents a discripition of the country and its education.

In Chapter 2 the status of Early Childhood Care and Development is analysed according to the EFA
MDA indicators. It covers ECCD policy and health and nutrition programmes implemented by relevant
ministeries and authorities. This chapter highlights the necessity of improving the comprehensive care
and education of children aged 0-5 years.

Chapter 3 provides an assessment of progress towards Universal Basic Education. This chapter
examines many developments occurred within general education system since 2000, compars data on
EFA indicators and draws attention to inequities within schools. It provides a set of recommendations
to improve the system.

Chapter 4 focuses on Life skills and Lifelong Education which has been particularly neglected in part
because of the difficulty of defining and monitoring it. This chapter highlights the development of linkages
between general education and technical and vocational education and a great variety of non-formal,
literacy, equivalency life skills and livelihood education programmes.

Chapter 5 provides an account of progress on Literacy, based on the available data. Sri Lanka dose
not consider adult literacy as a serious issue. But this chapter highlights the importance of developing a
mechanism for a practical assessment method so that the actual literacy rate of the country can be
found.

Chapter 6 focuses on eliminating gender disparities. It reviews the progress of the country in meeting
gender parity, with particular attention to policies and strategies.

Quality is also a crosscutting theme and therefore all the chapters describe the progress and importance
of quality of education. Chapter 7 discusses particularly problems and challenges that have affected the
quality of education.

Chapter 8 carries a summary of previous chapters. The chapter discuses prospects for achieving 6

EFA goals and the way forward for government and other actors to accelerate the movement towards
quality education for all.

X1X



XX



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25

